
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
A very warm welcome back to term 4. Hopefully the 
break has been relaxing and enjoyable.  
 

Today’s reflection focuses on the purpose of prayer. 
We are reminded that prayer is not about manipulating 
God into getting what we want in our lives. Prayer is 
about giving us courage and allowing us to be at 
peace. Through prayer we are able to accept our 
challenges and have the courage to work through 
them knowing that our God will be with us along the 
way. 
 

This term will certainly be busy.  I have highlighted 
some of the upcoming events for the term. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4 
16 Oct—Parish Rosary Way 3pm  
21 Oct—Ball Games Carnival 
28 Oct—World Teachers Day 
28 Oct—Day for Daniel 
1 Nov—All Saints Day—Mass 9am 
2 Nov—Yr 5 Christian Leadership Day 
10 Nov–  Prep 2017 Orientation Morning 
10 Nov– Bump Up Morning Prep to Yr-5 
10 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day St Mary’s 
11 Nov—Remembrance Day 
15 & 22 Nov— 2017 Prep Transition Group 1 
17 & 24 Nov —2017 Prep Transition Group 2 
25 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day for G’vale High 
25 Nov—Reports posted 
30 Nov—Farewell Mass Yr 6 at 6pm 
1 Dec—Yr 6 Farewell Excursion 
2 Dec—Last day of 2016 school year.  Students finish at 
12 noon. 
 

Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competitions 

Congratulations to the students who participated in 
the Jim Graham Cup 
(Rugby League) and 
Mary Mills Cup (Netball) 
competitions held at the 
end of last term. Thank 
you to Kim McCormack 
for organising the 
Netball team and Bernie 
Wagner and John 
Gravagna for organising 
the Rugby League team.  
 

Towards 2017 
As we begin our 
planning for next year, it 
is essential that we have accurate figures for our 2017 
enrolment.  If your child will not be attending St 
Michael’s next year, please let the office know in 
writing.  As our school receives funding based on 
enrolments, accurate information is needed.  Please let 
us know any changes as soon as you can. 
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The Purpose of prayer 
 

"The purpose of prayer is not to convince some heartless god to have compassion 

on us and change the events of our lives. The purpose of prayer is to open and 

change our hearts so that we might see more clearly the direction we must go. 

Seeing the direction, prayer gives us the courage and strength to do what we can. 

We pray in order to not bend God’s will to our own, but to place our will in the 

hands of God."  

Sr. Ruth M. Fox Taken from www.appleseeds.org  



 
The Rosary Way 
On Sunday 16th October at 3pm, our parish will 
celebrate the Rosary Way.  This is a great opportunity 
for students to participate in the celebration of Mary as 
Mother of Jesus.  All families are invited to attend.   
 

Class Allocation Process 
This term we will allocate children into classes for 2017.  
The process that we will be following this year is as 
follows:  
 

Rationale 
St Michael’s is moving towards a two-stream school, 
thus enabling an annual reallocation of class groupings 
for most classes. The task of drafting the following 
year’s class groupings is the responsibility of the 
current Year level teachers in association with the 
School Leadership Team (Principal and Assistant 
Principal) and the Student Support Admin Team 
(Learning Support teachers and school counsellor). The 
main contributors to this process are the current 
classroom teachers given they are the ones who spend 
every day with the students and know them best in the 
classroom setting. The principal’s role is to oversee the 
process and verify the final groupings. 
 

There are many considerations taken into account 
when putting students into new class groupings.  
 

These are some of the main factors - 
* A mix of academic abilities (we do not ‘stream 
   according to ability levels) 
* Social and emotional maturation and mixings 
* Gender  
* Friendships 
* Special needs 
* Behaviour 
* Work habits 
*Twins who may or may not need to be 
  separated. 

 

Ideally we aim for an equal spread of both positive and 
challenging characteristics in each class.  
 

The Process 
Parents who wish to make the school aware of 
particular educational concerns regarding the 
placement of their children in particular classes should 
put the concern in writing, explaining their reasoning, 
and address it to the Principal by Friday 28th October 
(week 4). Parent concerns will be seriously considered 
during the process. It must however be clearly 
understood that no definite guarantees can be given 
regarding parent requests. 
 

1. During week 4 children will be asked to nominate 
four peers they would like to be with in the same 
class the following year. We will then try to make 
sure that they will be with at least one of the 
four nominated. (This may be negated if a parent 
has requested in writing an arrangement that 
does not allow for one of these four peers to be 
in this group).  

2. During week 5 and week 6 class teachers will 
meet with the principal/assistant principal to 
discuss particular issues that need to be 
considered in class allocations. Where 
appropriate advice will also be sought from the 
Learning Support Teachers and /or school 
counsellor, etc. during this time. 

3. The process of class allocation is lengthy, difficult 
and finely balanced.  

4. Children will be informed of their class 
placement for the following school year in the 
last week of school. 

5. Throughout this process the Principal reserves 
the right to make the final professional decision 
regarding the placement of children.  

 
Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 
Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

From the Principal continued 



 

APRE THOUGHTS 
 

Welcome back to Term 4.  This 
term is always an exciting term 
with many significant events, 
especially in the faith life of our 
school and social/emotional 
learning.  Key events include: 

 

10th October: Blessing of Pets Liturgy (whole 
school). A note will be sent home 
providing details about this.  

16th October: The Rosary Way.  A letter calling 
for volunteers to help the Parish with this 
will be sent out this week. 

28th October: Day for Daniel.  
28th October: World Teachers Day.   
1st November: Whole School Mass, All Saints Day 
2nd November: Year 5 involved in Christian 

Leadership Day with Terry Power from the 
Mercy Centre 

3rd November: First Reconciliation 
11th November: Remembrance Day 
Week beginning 14th November: Year 5 Leadership 

Speeches 
Week beginning 21st   November: 2017 school 

leaders announced 
30th November: Farewell Mass/Year 6 

Graduation celebrations 
1st December: Prep Nativity Liturgy 
2nd December: Whole School Thanksgiving Mass 
 

The month of October is also Mission Month, and the 
focus will be on reaching out to the children in 
Cambodia who cannot go to school because their 
families live in poverty. This is one way in this Year of 
Mercy, to live out Pope Francis' call to be the hands of 
mercy. 
 

Feast of Catherine Mc Auley 
The Feast of Catherine McAuley fell during the holidays, 
on September 24th.  This is important to our community 
as we are a Mercy school.  Looking at the image below, 
we reflect on our Mercy Links and heritage and 
acknowledge the value of belonging to a Mercy 
community. As our students and 
their families embark on Term 4, 
may they be guided by the Mercy 
way and inspired by Catherine 
McAuley to be compassionate, 
welcoming, just and faithful. 
 

Blessings Sarah Hession              
Image taken from 

mercy_spirituality_booklet.pdf.pdf  

  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

School Bus Run Loves Buses  
 

 
Please be advised that commencing 4th October, 2016 – 
(Term 4) we will be the new operator for the Liitle Mulgrave 
and Crystalbrook Service from your school. 
 

Our first pick up will be at 7.30am in Appaloosa Street and 
we will continue via Little Mulgrave, Gallet, Vico, Alphen, 
Petri, Corcoran and Dempsey Streets. 
 
We will now commence afternoon pick up from your school 
at 2.55pm and then continue to Gordonvale Primary and 
Gordonvale High. 
 
This bus then drops in Pyramid Estate and then continues in 
the reverse order of the morning run. 
 
Students who presently travel to Warner Road and Maitland 
Road will now need to catch P286 both mornings and after-
noons. Pick up time in the morning will be 7.30am. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

Welcome back. A very short term of 9 weeks. 
Everyone has had a wonderful relaxing 
holiday ready for a jam packed term 4. 

SCHOOL FEES  Term 4 will be processed in 
week 3 on Friday 21st October.  Accounts must be finalised 
before Friday 25th November for your child’s report cards to 
be posted. Thank you for your understanding in the prompt 
payment of fees. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care Card/
Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 
discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 
dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the 
Office to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you 
are already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of 
the HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and 
expiry up to date with the administration office. If you have 
any enquiries regarding  other finances, a request is to  be 
emailed to  Justine on  email address 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during school 
hours, families must contact administration regarding their 
absence. Families can simply email the Office on 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 
Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 
your children are absent,  even the night before. If your 
child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time 
due to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request 
a letter either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you 
for your  co-operation with this matter. A reminder that if 
your child/ren are absent for more than two consecutive 
days a medical certificate is required for administration.  

 

Schoolzine 
As from next Tuesday St Michael’s newsletter will be in the 
form of an electronic version. We have attached some 
information on page 6 if you would be interested in 
advertising your business. 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
Keep on smiling and be kind. 
Justine Hind  

 

 

CALENDAR 2016  
 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Tue 4th  Students resume  
Mon 10th Blessing of Pets Liturgy  
Sun 16th Parish Rosary Way 3pm 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 21st  Ball Games Carnival 
Fri 28th  Day for Daniel 
Fir 28th  World Teacher’s Day 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Tus 1st  All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Wed 2nd All Souls Day 
Wed 2nd Year 5 Christian Leadership Day 
Thur 3rd First Reconciliation 
Thur 10th Prep 2017 Orientation Day in the Hall 
Thur 10th Bump Up Morning Prep—Year 5 
Thur 10th Year 7 Orientation Day St Mary’s 
Fri 11th  Remembrance Day 
Mon 14th Year 5 Leadership Speeches begin whole week 
Tue 15th Prep 2017 Transition Group 1 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 17th Prep 2017 Transition Group 2 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Mon 21st 2017 School Leaders Announced 
Tue 22nd Prep  2017 Transition Group 1 
Thur 24th Prep 2017 Transition Group 2 
Fri 25th  Year 7 Orientation Day Gordonvale State High School 
Fri 25th School Reports posted by mail 
  School accounts must be finalized 
Wed 30th Senior Farewell Mass Year 6 @ 6pm in the Church 
 

December 
Thur 1st Prep Nativity Liturgy 
  Year 6 Farewell Excursion—Sugarworld 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016        

Out of School Hours Care 
 
If you would like further information or would like to enrol 
your child/ren, contact details are as follows: 
Mobile: 0487438831 
Phone: 40562774 
 
Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 

Week 10 Term 3 
Prep A  Jennifer Willison 
  Sharing her beautiful Grandmother from   
  Germany. We loved having her work with us  
  during rotations 
Prep B  Shaytarni Neal—Yeatman 
  For staying on task and persisting with all Maths  
  activities 
Year 1A Madison Norcott 
  For a huge effort in your Gruffalo Writing. Well  
  done! 
Year 2A Tegan Hudson 
  For working independently and being a   
  responsible learner 
  Darna Ziegler 
  For putting in so much effort into all areas of  
  your learning 
  Stevie Weidner 
  For improving your skills to organise your   
  learning space 
Year 2B Isla McCallum 
  For working hard to be the best person you can  
  be. You've had a great week 
  Jayden Smith 
  For your insightful contributions during class  
  discussion in Religion this week. You show the  
  values of Faith and Community so well 
Year 4A Caitlin Hudson 
  Excellent work in English 
  Billie Dean 
  Always showing initiative in the classroom 
Year 6A Georgia Leonardi 
  For making an effort to stay focused during  
  learning to achieve your best 
Year 6B Gino Di Bella 
  For your consistent, positive approach in Maths  
  and English this term 
  Jasmin Maggs 
  For your hard work and very original electronic  
  diorama  
  

 
 

 
 
 
Matilda Andrejic Jamie Soderberg Syndia Thao 
Saraya Brown  Jayden Smith  Thomas Curley 
Lewis Stowers Amali Hillman  Brock De Lai 
Lily Smith  Rhys Hennessy Faith Richards  

 
 

   
 

 

 
October 
3rd Lauren Dobbie 
7th Saraya Brown 
7th Keely Harris 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 What an amazing achievement by    
Lochlan House who placed 2nd in 
the U10 class at the Qld Youth 
Dressage Championships.  
His sister Gaby House won State      
Champion Preliminary Pony. 
Congratulations to you Lochlan 
and  
Gaby a past student of St 
Michael’s.  
It is great news to hear that you 

are both 
following 
your pas-
sion and 
gaining 
amazing 
results. 
Well done! 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  



  


