
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
A warm welcome back to Term 4 for 2015.  It is 
great to be back and see all the smiling faces of 
the staff, students and parents of St Michael’s.  
Our prayer this week recognizes that we are 
called to be friends of Jesus and therefore 
friends to each other.  Our challenge is how can 
we be better friends to our children, spouse, 
family and neighbours?  How can we show our 
friendship towards those around us?  Thanks to 
all within our school community who share 
‘friendship’, it is what makes St Michael’s such a 
special place to be. 
 

CHILDREN LEARNING A MORAL CODE 

THROUGH CHOOSING VALUES TO LIVE BY 

In his book “Ten Conversations You Must Have With 

Your Son” Dr Tim Hawkes poses a number of valuable 

insights and ideas, not only for sons but for daughters 

as well. Among many points, he discusses how all 

children need: 

 to know they are loved for ‘who’ they are, not 

only what they achieve 

 to continually learn about themselves and who 

they are 

 moral guidance, to be able to choose the 

values that will make them and others happy; 

knowing right from wrong 

 to experience consequences which are natural 

for both right and wrong choices 

 opportunities for leadership and responsibility 

 to develop awareness and respect for how 

they impact on others as they are by nature, 

social beings and exist in community (family, 

school, sports, hobbies etc) 

 to learn from mistakes and when they don’t 

get it right 

Children first learn these aspects through the family 

unit and particularly through their parents. Children 

download a lot of ‘code’ unconsciously from their 

parents and significant others in their lives. You may 

know the phrase “monkey see, monkey do”.  

Once children reach school age, a lot of this has 

already become a part of who they are and how 

they act. The school then, in partnership with parents, 

has a role to play in further developing these aspects 

of a child’s personal and social development. We 

commit to work in a complimentary way with 

parents, acknowledging them as having the primary 

role in this area.  

At St Michael’s, we have a Positive Relationship 

Policy which is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ 

and the Catholic Church and with a Mercy flavour or 

charism. Our values of Faith, Learning, Respect, Trust 

and Community permeate all aspects of our school – 

this is the St Michael’s Way. 

Our staff continually teach, reinforce and reward our 

St Michael’s Way and most importantly, model this to 

our community. We do this knowing that our students 

watch and learn from the adults around them. Our 

Religious Education and Social Emotional Learning 

programs explicitly teach the how and why of morals 

and values.  

From the  Principal Term 4 Week  1From the  Principal Term 4 Week  1From the  Principal Term 4 Week  1   

Prayer for the Week 

Prayer for Friends 

I have called you friends—John 15:15 

Lord Jesus Christ, while on earth you had close and devoted friends, such as John, 

Lazarus, Martha and Mary.  You showed in this way that friendship is one of life’s 

great blessings. 

Thank you for the friends that you have given me to love me in spite of my failures 

and weaknesses, and to enrich my life after your example.  Let me ever behave to-

ward them as you behaved toward your friends. 

Bind us close together in you and enable us to help one another on our earthly  

journey. 

Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Farewell 
This week we sadly farewell Mrs Rick from her 
role as APRE of St Michael’s School.  Mrs Rick 
has been a member of our school community 
for the past 18 years and during that time she 
has performed many roles with dedication and 
care for the students and families of our school.  
She will be sadly missed by everyone here.  We 
wish her all the best for her new role as APRE 
of MacKillop College. 
 

Towards 2016 

As we begin our planning for next year, it 
is essential that we have accurate figures 
for our 2016 enrolment.  If your child will 

not be attending St Michael’s next year, 
please let the office know in writing.  As 
our school receives funding based on 

enrolments, accurate information is 
needed.  Please let us know any changes 

as soon as you can. 
 

The Rosary Way 
On Sunday 18th October at 3pm, our parish will 
celebrate the Rosary Way.  This is a great 
opportunity for students to participate in the 
celebration of Mary as Mother of Jesus.  All 
families are invited to attend.  Further 
information is included in Mrs Hession’s page. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4 
5 Oct Labour Day Public Holiday 
6 Oct Students resume 
18 Oct Rosary Way 
19 Oct Prep/1 Puppet Show—Sun safety 
25 Oct Rosary Way 
30 Oct All Saints Mass 
  Day for Daniel 
  World Teachers’ Day 
1 Nov All Saints Day 
2 Nov All Souls Day 
11 Nov Remembrance Day 
12 Nov Year 6 to Catholic High School 
  Prep Orientation Morning 
  Bump Up Morning 
20 Nov School Disco 
2 Dec 6pm Year 6 Farewell Mass 
4 Dec 9am Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day—students finish 12noon 
 
 

Community Prayers 
I am very sad to let you know that over the holidays 
my cousin Peter passed away from his long battle 
with cancer.  Please keep his family in your prayers.  
If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
 

Welcome back to Term 4.  I hope that 
you all had a chance for some rest, 
relaxation and time to connect as a 
family over the break.   
 

FAREWELL TO MRS RICK 
This morning the St. Michael’s children prayed for 
Mrs. Rick and the journey she is embarking on.  
Lyndal’s creativity, compassion, warmth and 
commitment to education have made a mark on St. 
Michael’s that will be long lasting.  We thank her, 
and wish Mrs. Rick the very best on her new 
adventures at MacKillop College. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
A big congratulations to the Rollason family on the 
safe arrival of Billy last week.  Billy is Matilda from 
Prep A’s little brother.  We are sure he will bring 
much joy, love and light into their life! 
 
RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE SCHOOL and SOCIAL & 
EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
The coming term sees a busy and fruitful calendar 
for the Religious Life of the School.  Key dates 
include: 
 World Mission Month/Children’s Mission Day 

(focus during Week 3 of Term) 
 Rosary Month (October), with the Rosary Way 

on Sunday the 18th of October 
 All Saint’s and All Soul’s Day.  With a Whole 

School Mass on Friday October 30th. 
 Day for Daniel, October 30th 
 World Teacher’s Day, October 30th. 
 Leadership speeches, voting and preparation 
 Advent 
 Whole School Final Mass 
 Graduation Mass and Graduation Celebrations 

for Year 6 
 
PEER SUPPORT 
Peer Support will continue for three weeks this 
term.  The focus early next week will be on 
discussing and developing ways to be responsible.  
The activities will reinforce the concept that being 
responsible is doing what we say we will do and to 
the best of our ability.  If you wish to reinforce this 
at home, you might like to develop with your child 2-

3 things they could do around the home to show 
they are responsible such as feeding the dog, or 
setting the table for dinner. 
 
Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— will be process in week 3. 

Term 4 school fees need to be finalized before 

20th November for report cards to be released. 

We recommend that families are familiar with 

their school fees accounts to avoid overdue 

accounts. If you are experiencing  financial hardship please 

contact us immediately. An appointment must be made with 

Lea Martin, an email will not suffice.  We appreciate if you 

could pay your account as soon as possible or contact Justine to 

arrange an alternate arrangement/payment plan. Families are 

very welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  Please 

be mindful that if you need a financial request on School Fees 

that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting their child’s 

absence to the Administration including a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact the 

Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive 

days need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd 

day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to set up a 

Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is some details 

regarding this on the second page of the newsletter or go to the 

link below or click on  to find out more. Great idea if you are 

shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 

 

Netball dresses from the Angel’s and the 

Doves team need to be back at the school  

office by the end of the week please. 
 

CALENDAR 2015 
Oct 14th Prep Bump Up Day Info Mailed Out 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
 12th  Bump Up Day Prep—Yr 6 
  Year 6 to Catholic High Schools Orientation Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 

2016 Term Dates TBC 

Term 1 Monday 25th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w  
Public Holiday’s and Pupil Free Days are yet to be confirmed 

 

 

 

7th Oct Saraya Brown 

  Keely Harris 

  Jake Horwood 

10th Oct Natahlia Neemia 

 

  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


 
 

 

Prep A Jardi Stowers 

  For being as “keen as mustard” with his 

  reading. Well done, Ace! 

  Maz Smith 

  For being an “eager beaver” to learn his  

  sight words—Great work, Champ! 

Year 1A Regina Thao 

  For confidently and eagerly completing  

  your character description of the   

  Gruffalo. Great job! 

  Elysia Kynuna 

  For confidently and eagerly completing  

  your character description of the   

  Gruffalo. Great job! 

Year 1B Jack Jerome 

  For working tough on your Gruffalo   

  description 

  Chloe Collins 

  For writing an amazing description of the  

  Gruffalo 

Year 2A Axel Grieves  

  For working very hard this week to remain 

  focused and finishing his work on time.  

  Awesome effort!! 

  Tiara Thao 

  For approaching everything she does with  

  a positive attitude. Your smile lights up our 

  classroom 

Year 2B Natahlia Neemia 

  For trying hard to make good choices for  

  your learning this week. Keep it up! 

  Nate Wilson 

  What fabulous participation this week.  

  Sensational! 

Year 3A Amali Hillman 

  For making the best use of your time and  

  finishing all tasks 

  Mason Walsh 

  For being a kind and considerate class  

  member who always comes to school with a 

  bright smile on your face 

Year 3B Brock De Lai 

  For persisting and putting effort in all  

  areas of work. Keep it up!! 

Year 4A Kia Lyons-Wilson 

  Working consistently to complete his  

  Health Brochure 

 

 

 

Year 4A Cohen Stoute 

  Always treating others with respect 

  Jayden Bender 

  Consistent effort in completing tasks 

Year 5B Paris Cream 

  For your organised, conscientious approach 

  to all learning and assessment tasks this  

  term 

  George Mathew 

  For your organised, conscientious approach 

  to all assessment tasks this term 

Year 6A Joe Powell 

  For your growing confidence in your   

  learning 

Year 6B Jasmyn McGowan 

  Exceeding expectations with the quality of 

  her work. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep A—Saraya Brown Prep B—Laura Cummins 

Year 1A— Charlie Dunstone 

Year 1 B—Phoebe Allan 

Year 2A—Gabrielle Di Bella 

Year 2B—Sienna Burrows 

Year 3A—Alisha Cutuli 

Year 3B—Bailey Ellis 

Year 4A—Michael Horwood 

Year 5B— Flynn Eden 

Year 6A—Paris Guy 

Year 6B—Zachary Grauf 

 

Cairns Penny Award Term 3  

Ashaleigh Boyle 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

Jim Graham Cup 
On the final day of Term 3 our Senior Rugby League 
team competed in the Jim Graham Cup against other 
Catholic Schools in our Diocese. Our team played very 
well and applied a good level of effort towards all their 
games. Our results for the day were: 

16 – 12 loss to St. Francis Xavier/Mother of Good      
 Counsel combined side 

12 – 4   victory over St, Gerard Majella 
12 – 8   loss to St. Joseph’s 
16 – 8   victory over St Augustine’s Mossman 

Unfortunately we didn’t not make the final this year, 
however the boys gave there all and were very 
competitive in all games, the games they lost were only 
decided by one try. The best part of the day was the 
willingness of our boys to help out the St. Augustine’s 
team who were short on players. We had several of our 
boys put their hand up to help out their team, when other 
schools were unwilling to do the same. That’s the St. 
Michael’s way, well done boys. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A massive thank you to Bernie Wagner for coaching the 
team again this year, the boys and I appreciate all your 
efforts. Also a big thanks to all the parents and Gurriji 
Wagner who helped out on the day. 

 

 
 
 
 

Mary Mills Cup 
 

Wow what an amazing effort by our 
young Angel’s Team. You should be 
very proud of yourselves to achieve 
making it into the finals. A huge 
thank you to Kim McCormack for 
her time coaching the girls. You are the best 
coach. Thank you to Alice Smith helping out 
with umpiring and Leaha-Rose Boylan helping 
out with scoring. Thanks to all the mum’s and 
dad’s for all  your support over the year. 
Could have all dresses returned by the end of 
this week please. 
 
Angels v's Holy X    8-3       

Angels v's St Joseph's Atherton 15-0 

Angel's v's SGM    7-3 

Angels v's Good Counsel Innisfail 5-2 

Angels v's St Joseph's Parramatta 4-3 

Angels v's St Teresa Ravenshoe 11-1 

Angels v's St Thomas Mareeba  8-3 

Angels v's St Augustine's Mossman 5-8 

Final 

Angels v's St Therese's Bentley Park 9-14 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 



 

 


