
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
A warm welcome back to Term 4 for 2014.  It is 
great to be back and see all the smiling faces of 
the staff, students and parents of St Michael’s.  
Our prayer this week recognizes that we are 
called to be friends of Jesus and therefore 
friends to each other.  Our challenge is how can 
we be better friends to our children, spouse, 
family and neighbours?  How can we show our 
friendship towards those around us?  Thanks to 
all within our school community who share 
‘friendship’, it is what makes St Michael’s such a 
special place to be. 
 

CHILDREN LEARNING A MORAL CODE 

THROUGH CHOOSING VALUES TO LIVE BY 

In his book “Ten Conversations You Must Have With 

Your Son” Dr Tim Hawkes poses a number of valuable 

insights and ideas, not only for sons but for daughters 

as well. Among many points, he discusses how all 

children need: 

 to know they are loved for ‘who’ they are, not 

only what they achieve 

 to continually learn about themselves and who 

they are 

 moral guidance, to be able to choose the 

values that will make them and others happy; 

knowing right from wrong 

 to experience consequences which are 

natural for both right and wrong choices 

 opportunities for leadership and responsibility 

 to develop awareness and respect for how 

they impact on others as they are by nature, 

social beings and exist in community (family, 

school, sports, hobbies etc) 

 to learn from mistakes and when they don’t 

get it right 

Children first learn these aspects through the family 

unit and particularly through their parents. Children 

download a lot of ‘code’ unconsciously from their 

parents and significant others in their lives. You may 

know the phrase “monkey see, monkey do”.  

Once children reach school age, a lot of this has 

already become a part of who they are and how 

they act. The school then, in partnership with parents, 

has a role to play in further developing these aspects 

of a child’s personal and social development. We 

commit to work in a complimentary way with 

parents, acknowledging them as having the primary 

role in this area.  

At St Michael’s, we have a Positive Relationship 

Policy which is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ 

and the Catholic Church and with a Mercy flavour or 

charism. Our values of Faith, Learning, Respect, Trust 

and Community permeate all aspects of our school – 

this is the St Michael’s Way. 

Our staff continually teach, reinforce and reward our 

St Michael’s Way and most importantly, model this to 

our community. We do this knowing that our students 

watch and learn from the adults around them. Our 

Religious Education and Social Emotional Learning 

programs explicitly teach the how and why of morals 

and values.  
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Prayer for the Week 
called you friends—John 15:15 

Lord Jesus Christ, while on earth you had close and devoted friends, such as 

John, Lazarus, Martha and Mary.  You showed in this way that friendship is 

one of life’s great blessings. 

Thank you for the friends that you have given me to love me in spite of my 

failures and weaknesses, and to enrich my life after your example.  Let me 

ever behave toward them as you behaved toward your friends. 

Bind us close together in you and enable us to help one another on our  

earthly journey. 

Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Towards 2015 

As we begin our planning for next year, it 
is essential that we have accurate figures 
for our 2015 enrolment.  If your child will 

not be attending St Michael’s next year, 
please let the office know in writing.  As 
our school receives funding based on 

enrolments, accurate information is 
needed.  Please let us know any changes 

as soon as you can. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4  
Please check that you have all these marked 
on your calendar as some new ones have 
been added. 
17 Oct—Loud Shirt Day 
20 Oct—Cybersafety Talks Years 3-7 
30 Oct—Music Count Us In 
31 Oct—Day for Daniel 
31 Oct—World Teachers Day 
1 Nov—All Saints Day 
2 Nov—All Souls Day—School Parish Mass at 
8am 
6 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day for Catholic High 
Schools 
7 Nov—School Disco 
11 Nov—Remembrance Day 
11-13 Nov—Yr 5/6/7 Camp 
13 Nov - Prep 2015 Information Night 
14 Nov—Year 8 Orientation Day for Catholic 
High Schools 
14 Nov—Prep 2015 Orientation Morning 
14 Nov—2015 Bump Up Morning 
26 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day for Gordonvale 
High 
27 Nov—Yr 8 Orientation Day for Gordonvale 
High 
28 Nov—Reports posted 
3 Dec—Farewell Mass Yr 6/7 at 6pm 
4 Dec—Yr 6/7 Farewell Excursion 
5 Dec—Last day of 2014 school year.  Students 
finish at 12 noon. 
 

Coffee Club Sponsorship 

A huge thanks to the Coffee Club at Mt 
Sheridan who has offered sponsorship to 

St Michael’s.  Once a week, a student will 
receive a $20 gift voucher as part of our 
class awards.  We are very grateful for this 

ongoing support. 

Parish Mass 
On Sunday 12th October, all members of the St 
Michael’s School community are invited to 
attend the parish mass at 8am.  Both Mrs Rick 
and myself will be part of the mass that 
morning. 
 

Loud Shirt Day 

St Michael’s School has a strong tradition in 

supporting Loud Shirt Day which assists the 

Hear and Say Centre to support students 

and families with a hearing impairment.  On 

Friday 17th October, students are invited to 

dress up in ‘loud’ clothing.  This is a fun way 

to raise awareness for this cause and to 

raise much needed funds.  Students who 

dress up are asked to make a donation 

towards the Hear and Say Centre. 
 

ACMA Cybersafety Talks 
On Monday 20th October we will be having a visit 
from the Australian Communication and Media 
Authority to speak to the students in Years 3-7 
about cybersafety.  This is an essential lesson for 
all students to learn and I encourage parents to 
be involved with their children in the online 
world.  The session starts at 2pm and will be held 
in the Year 5/6 room.  Parents are welcome to 
attend. 
 

World Teachers’ Day 

Friday 31st October is World Teachers’ Day.  

This is a great opportunity for students and 

parents to show appreciation for the great 

work and dedication of staff.  I am very 

grateful to the hard working staff of St 

Michael’s who do such a fabulous job in 

the education of our students. 
 

Football and Netball 
Again, a huge congratulations to our football and 
netball teams on a great end to Term 3. 
Community Prayers 
We pray for my cousin, Peter Jeffries who is being 
treated for cancer.  We pray for Trish Nash, a 
principal colleague who passed away during the 
holidays after a long battle with cancer. If anyone 
has anything which they would like mentioned in our 
community prayers, please let me know 

 
Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
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APRE NEWS 
Welcome back to the final term for 2014- 

where did the year go? 

There is a lot planned for the final term 

including First Reconciliation, Leadership 

and Farewell, Advent and Rosary Way. 

 

The Rosary Way is a long held tradition in 

the Parish, where the parishioners celebrate 

the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.  Stages are set up in the 

Church and around the oval and the students of St Michael’s 

have traditionally helped out by displaying the Mysteries of the 

Rosary through freeze frames.   

This year the Rosary Way will be held on Sunday, October 19.  

Please hold the date and more information will be forthcoming 

from the Parish regarding times etc. 

Watch this space! 

 
 
Hayden with his Gordonvale under 12 team. They played at the 

North Queensland Junior Championship in Townsville on the 

long weekend. They made it to the Grand Final. Sadly they lost 

but they played exceptionally well and gave all they had 

A’hoy there me 

Hearties!  Congratulations to St Michael’s for 

raising  just under $300 for Childhood 

Cancer Support.  CCS greatly appreciate your 

fundraising efforts, and the costumes were 

amazing.  Who would have thought St 

Michael’s had so many pirates on 

board!  WELL DONE, ST MICHAEL’S! 

 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 
 

 

Welcome back to Term 4 only 9 weeks. 

SCHOOL FEES will be processed in week 3, 

they are sent home with your eldest child. 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. If your 

children are late, a parent or carer need to sign them in at the 

Administration Office. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING  Janelle will still be visiting the school 

Wednesday for all your School Banking needs. Reminder  

8.00am in Office.   

 

Justine Hind 

CALENDAR 2014 
 

TERM 4 

17th Oct Loud Shirt Day 

20th Oct Cybersafety Talks Years 3-7 

21st Oct P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm Meeting Room 

  All welcome 

23rd Oct Cybersafety Talks Years 3-7 

  St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 

24th Oct School Fees Processed sent home 

30th Oct Music Count Us In 

31st Oct World Teachers Day 

  Day for Daniel 

1st Nov All Saints Day 

2nd Nov All Souls Day School Parish Mass @ 8am 

6th Nov Yr 7 Orientation Day for Catholic High  

  Schools 

7th Nov School Disco 

11th Nov Remembrance Day 

11-13th Nov  SCHOOL CAMP Yr5/6/7 

13th Nov Prep Information Night 2015 

14th Nov Year 8 Orientation Day for Catholic High  

  Schools 

  Prep 2015 Orientation Morning 

  2015 Bump Up Morning 

26th Nov Yr 7 Orientation Day for GHS 

27th Nov Yr 8 Orentation Day for GHS 

28th Nov Report Cards Posted in Mail 

3rd Dec Farewell Mass Yr 6/7 @ 6pm 

4th Dec Year 6/7 Farewell Excursion 

5th Dec School Concludes. Students finish @   

  12.00pm. No school buses in afternoon. 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 

 

2015 Term Dates—TBC 

Term 1 Tue 27th Jan—Thur 2nd Apr 10 weeks 

Term 2 Mon 20th Apr—Fri 26th Jun 10 weeks 

Term 3 Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 10 weeks 

Term 4 Tue 6th Oct—Fri 4th Dec   9 weeks 

 

 
 

7th Oct Keely Harris 

7th Oct  Jake Horwood 

8th Oct Adrian Haslberger 

10th Oct Natahlia Neemia 

11th Oct Cade Fornera 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


