
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Our prayer this week helps us to reflect on the 
important things in life and often how we can get 
caught up and not focus our attention on what 
matters most.  I ask you to join with me in taking 
some time this week to refocus on what is 
important in our lives and giving that the best of 
our attention.   
Welcome back to Term 3.  It is great to see 
students back at school showing enthusiasm 
and ready to learn.  A warm welcome to our new 
students and families, we hope you enjoy your 
association with St Michael’s School. 
 

Prep 2016 

There are only a few places left for next 

year.  If you have not had an interview 

please make an appointment asap. 
 
Pupil Free Day 

Thursday 16th July is a Pupil Free Day for 
Catholic primary schools in the Cairns 

area.  This day is used by teachers for 
Consistency of Teacher Judgement 

(moderation).  This meeting allows teachers 
to get together with teachers from the same 
year levels to look at student work samples 

and to moderate the assessment and 
ensure consistency in marking. 

Cairns Show Holiday 
Friday 17th July is the Cairns Show Holiday and 
there is no school on that day. 
 
Mulgrave Track and Field Carnival 
Children who have qualified for our Interschool 
Sports Carnival will be competing on Friday 31st 
July.  Information regarding this will come home 
with your child. 
 
Catholic Education Week 

In Week 3 of this term (27th—31st July) all 
Catholic schools in Queensland celebrate 

Catholic Education Week.  Our theme this 
year is “Engaging Minds, Igniting Hearts, 

Serving Others”.  This week highlights what 
is special about being a part of Catholic 
Education and during that week our 

students will participate in some fun 
activities. 
Monday—Assembly Prayer 

Tuesday—Yr 3-6 Activity Day 
Thursday—Diocesan Mass at St Monica’s 

Cathedral—Year 6s attending 10.30am 
Friday—Under 8s Day & Act of Kindness 
Day 

We invite parents to get involved with us 
throughout this week and join in our 
celebrations. 
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If I had my child to raise all over again, I’d build self esteem first, and the house 

later. 

I’d finger paint more, and point the finger less.  I’d do less correcting and more 

 connecting. 

I’d take my eyes off my watch, and watch with my eyes.  I would care to know 

less and know to care more. 

I’d take more hikes and fly more kites.  I’d stop playing serious and seriously 

play. 

I’d run through more fields and gaze at more stars.  I’d do more hugging and less  

tugging. 

I’d see the oak tree in the acorn more often.  I’d be firm less often, and affirm 

much more. 

I’d model less about the love of power, and more about the power of love. 

(Dianne Loomans) 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Congratulations 
On Saturday 18th July Miss Serena Gordon will 
celebrate her marriage to her finance Mathew.  
We wish them both much happiness, joy and 
laughter for their future together. 
 

Normanhurst College 
Each year, Year 9 students from Normanhurst 
Girls College in Sydney visit St Michael’s as part of 
their yearly excursion.  The students work with 
our children, as well as helping out in the library.  
Their visit will be in Week 3 of this term. 
 

JCU Prac Students 

During the first few weeks of this term, we welcome 

a number of JCU prac students to St Michael’s.  

These students learn a lot from being in our 

wonderful community and we enjoy the great work 

they do for our students. 
 

Woolworths Earn and Learn 

Once again, St Michael’s have registered 
for the Woolworths Earn and Learn 

program.  As with last year, our focus will 
be on sporting equipment.  If you are able 
to assist our school we would be very 

grateful.  The program is scheduled to 
begin around 15th July. 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
13 Jul  Students resume 
16 Jul  Pupil Free Day 
17 Jul  Cairns Show Holiday 
20 Jul  Prep/Yr 1 Puppet Show—Stay Safe 
21 Jul  P&F Meeting 
27—31 Jul Catholic Education Week 
27 Jul  CEW Assembly Prayer 
28 Jul  Yr 3-6 Fun Rotation Day 
30 Jul  CEW Diocesan Mass—Yr 6 to Cathedral 
31 Jul  Under 8s Day 
  Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 
  Docemus Awards 
7 Aug  Fowlers School Netta 8-10 yo 
8 Aug  Pyramid Race Day 
10 Aug Mrs Rick Acting Principal 
14 Aug Assumption Whole School Mass 
24-28 Aug Book Week/Book Fair 
28 Aug Fowlers U/12 Netball 
4 Sep  Ballgames Carnival 
11 Sep Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
18 Sep Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competitions 

Eisteddfod Dance Group 
A number of our girls from Year 5 and 6 competed 
in the Cairns Eisteddfod over the holidays in two 
dance sections.  A huge thanks to Miss Gordon 
who worked with the girls to prepare them for 
this competition. 
 

Teacher Librarian 

During Term 3, we are very fortunate to have a 

teacher/librarian working with our teachers and 

students on Thursdays and Fridays.  Larissa 

McKirdy will be providing additional support and 

expertise in the area of technology and engaging 

learning in all classes. 
 

2016 High School 

If you have a child in Year 6 and have not 
yet enrolled them in a high school, you will 

need to do that as a matter of urgency in 
this term.  Orientation Days for schools are 
as follows: 

Catholic High Schools 
Yr 7 = 12th November 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for all the victims of the Ravenshoe tragedy 
and their families and friends.  We pray for Mrs 
Drew and her family on the passing of her dear 
mother. We continue to pray for my cousin Peter 
who is battling cancer.  If anyone has anything 
which they would like mentioned in our community 
prayers, please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

 
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
 

Welcome back to Semester 

2.  I hope that the holidays 

were a time to reconnect 

with family and enjoy time 

together. 

 

CONSISTENCY OF 

TEACHER JUDGEMENT:  This Thursday 

is a pupil free day for consistency of teacher judgement or 

moderation.  The teachers will be gathering with other teachers 

across Cairns in the same year level, to participate in 

moderation.  This includes marking different student work 

samples to ensure that all the teachers have a common 

understanding of the five point reporting scale, A-E.  This 

practice means that as parents, you can be assured that if your 

child is getting a C in a learning area at St Michael’s, that he or 

she would also receive a C if they were at another Catholic 

school in Cairns.  

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK:  July 27-31 is Catholic 

Education Week.  This week is celebrated in Catholic Schools 

around Australia to acknowledge and celebrate the contribution 

of Catholic Education. Grades 3-6 will have a ‘Celebrate 

Learning Day’ on Tuesday, July 28.  They will rotate around a 

variety of fun activities throughout the day.  On Thursday, July 

30, the Grade 6 students will travel into the Cathedral to 

participate in the Diocesan Catholic Education Week Mass.  

Friday 31 is the Under 8s Day.  This year Under 8s will be 

joined by the St Michael’s Playgroup.  Please watch this space 

for more information. 

Lyndal Rick 
 

NAIDOC Princess 2015.  
 

 
 
 
 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

Welcome back to Term 3. 

 

School Fees— will be processed in on 

Friday 31st July. We recommend that 

families are familiar their school fees 

accounts to avoid overdue accounts. A 

friendly reminder that when fees are process and there is 

still an overdue amount, with no payment plan or direct 

debit arrangement, a final notice letter will be 

automatically generated and sent to you by head office 

finance department. Please contact Justine in the office to 

avoid this letter. If you are experiencing  financial 

hardship please contact us immediately.  We appreciate 

if you could pay your account as soon as possible or 

contact Justine to arrange an alternate arrangement/

payment plan. Families are very welcome to receive an 

invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  

Please be mindful that if you need a financial request on 

School Fees that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting to the 

Administration on their children absences, even if it is 

to do with a sporting or performing event. 
 

 Children who are  late need to report to the 

Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact 

the Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 

consecutive days need to have a doctor’s 

certificate on the 3rd day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 
 

Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to 

set up a Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is 

some details regarding this on the second page of 

newsletter or go to the link below or click on  to find out 

more. Great idea if you are shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 
 

Please feel free to send in any photos of your child/ren of any 

achievements they have been involved in on the weekends/

holidays for us to publish in the newsletter. It is nice to know 

how the children are contributing their talents within the 

Cairns/Gordonvale Community. A huge Congratulations to the 

Under 11 Yarrabah Seahawks for taking out the Warren Pitt 

Cup last weekend against Central Scorpions, well done boys.  

 

Have a wonderful week, have fun at the show or camping if 

you are going, remember to stay safe! 
 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day NO SCHOOL 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 20th Prep/Year 1 Puppet Show—Stay Safe 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd St Mary’s Open Day 4-6.30pm 
 25th  Trivia Night  St Michael’s Angels  
 27th Catholic Education Week 
  Assembly Prayer CEW 
 28th July Year 3-6 Fun Rotation Day 
 30th  CEW Diocesan Mass—Year 6 to Cathedral 
 31st Under 8’s Day 
  Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 
  Docemus Awards 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 8th Pyramid Race Day 
 10th Mrs Rick Acting Principal 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
  Courage to Care Exhibition Until 11th Sep 
  Seville Centre Balaclava Road 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 9th Year 6 Seville Centre Courage to Care  
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
 

2016 Term Dates TBC 
 
Term 1 Monday 25th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w  
 
Public Holiday’s and Pupil Free Days are yet to be confirmed 
 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


 

 
 

 

 

14th July Ava Horsfall 

15th July  Chloe Savage 

16th July Kyle Horwood 

17th July Tiara Thao 

18th July Rylan Jansen 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins! 
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  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A weekend away 

for married couples in peaceful, picturesque 

surroundings – away from the distractions of 

everyday living.  Take time out of your busy 

schedule, to invest in your most precious asset . . . 

your Marriage!  This is a unique opportunity to 

recharge your relationship batteries, refocus on each 

other and fall in love all over again!   

Weekend date: 4th – 6th September 2015 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston 

QLD  (on Brisbane’s bayside) 

For bookings/details contact:  Maria and David 

Murphy, ph (07) 3342 1456, 

dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au    Information 

website:  www.wwme.org.au  

TYC Drama Classes for 5yrs+ 

Join in the dramatic adventures at The Young Company Theatre this semester. Develop confidence, explore your crea-
tivity, develop articulation and communication abilities, make new friends and learn the essentials of stage performance through im-

provisation, role-play, scripts, and characterization activities and then perform in front of a live audience with costumes, sets, props, 

sound effects, live projections and theatrical lighting!! Classes in Trinity Beach, Kamerunga, Freshwater and Cairns City. For more 

information phone 40414066, email info@theyoungcompany.com.au, visit our website www.theyoungcompany.com.au or visit us 

169 Bunda St, Cairns City. 

Courage to Care Exhibition - 14th Aug – 11th 

Sept 2015, Seville Mercy Conference Centre, 

35 Bauhinia Ave – Earlville 

This inspiring and interactive exhibition uses 

living historians (Holocaust survivors) to 

demonstrate the positive impact of bystander 

intervention in the face of racism, prejudice 

and bullying.  

For more information visit 

www.couragetocare.com.au  

Email courage2care@cns.catholic.edu.au  

mailto:dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au
http://www.wwme.org.au
mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/
http://www.couragetocare.com.au
mailto:courage2care@cns.catholic.edu.au


 



 

 


