
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Welcome back to our brand new school year for 
2015.  A very warm welcome to our new staff, 
families and students.  We hope that you enjoy 
your time at St Michael’s and feel very much a 
part of our wonderful school community.  This 
week’s newsletter is a short one and just an 
opportunity to remind you of some important 
dates in the next couple of weeks. 
Our prayer for this week is a great one for 
families to say together as our students begin 
their 2015 journey.  Please take the time to say 
this together. 
 
 

 
Classroom Volunteers 
We love having our parents help out in 
classrooms and we encourage you to make time 
when you can.  If you are a parent who works 
in the classroom, it is important that you come 
to the office to sign in each time you come to 
the school.  This is part of our WHS 
regulations.  Also, parents must complete a 
volunteer induction.  A booklet is provided at 
the office, and you are asked to complete the 
attached forms and give it to Justine as a 
record.  Your cooperation in completing this is 
greatly appreciated. 

 
NUT ALLERGY 
I would ask all parents and carers to refrain from sending 
nut products to school due to a student with this allergy. 
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Prayer for the Week 
A Student’s Prayer at the Beginning of the School Year 

We give you praise, O God, for everything that is new and beautiful, 
For everything which holds promise and brings us joy. 

Bless us as we start this new year with our friends and teachers 
Help us to make the most of every chance we have to start afresh. 

May we show love to one another and to all. 
May the new beginning of this school year remind us that you give us 

chances to start over again and again. 
Help us to forgive others as we receive your forgiveness. 

Help us to learn and to work together. 
Help us to listen when we should and to know the best words when we 

speak and when it is better not to speak. 
We thank you for our friends. 

Help us to be good friends this year.   
Help us to be patient with ourselves and with others. 

Bless our school and keep us safe. 
Be with us as we travel each day. 

Help us to be aware of your love shown to us in the people around us. 
Bless all those who care for us in school and at home. 

Help us show our care for them and to say sorry when we need to. 
May the Blessed Mother Mary protect us and help us to live as well as we 

can giving thanks and glory to God as she did. 
Amen 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

School Fees for 2015 

It is a fact of life, that attending a Catholic 

School requires contributions from all 

concerned.  If not, we would fail to exist!  It 

has always been the policy of St Michael’s 

School to assist parents who may be 

experiencing genuine difficulties in meeting 

this obligation, however, this must be done 

through an interview with me, after all it is 

difficult to help if we are not kept informed.  

I believe that fee schedules are calculated 

to be fair and just to all concerned.  As 

Principal, I hope not to spend huge 

amounts of time in 2015 following up 

outstanding fees and trust that you will give 

the payment of your school account, 

especially outstanding ones, the priority it 

deserves.  I would expect interviews for fee 

remissions are completed by the end of 

Week 3 (February 13).  One of the most 

effective ways of budgeting for school fees 

is to set up a direct debit.  Justine is happy 

to assist with these arrangements and they 

should be put into place as soon as 

possible. 

If you have children attending other 

Catholic Schools in the Diocese, please let 

Justine know so that a sibling discount can 

be applied to your fees.  Please return 

these promptly.  Many thanks for your 

cooperation and assistance with this 

matter, as we have building loans to 

service and resources to purchase for our 

students’ educational needs. 

This year’s tuition fees and levies are as 

follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Change of Details 
If any of your family details, address, phone 
contacts, work, etc have changed over the holidays, 
please let Justine know as soon as possible. 
 
Late Students 
Last year we had a large number of children 
who arrived late to school.  This lateness really 
impacts on student learning and we would ask 
all families to make a big effort to be on time 
each day.  I have provided some calculations 
for you so that you can understand how this 
impacts over time. If a child arrives after the 
bell at 8.35am, they must come to the office 
and receive a ‘Late Pass’ which is presented to 
the class teacher.  This is to comply with the 
requirements of our roll system to indicate 
when students are late, absent or sick.  Please 
be aware that if students are late, they are 
marked as a half day absent.  Thank you for 
ensuring that all our students have the best 
possible chance to maximize their learning and 
are at school on time each day. 

 
Parent and Volunteer Code of Conduct 

In 2015, the Diocese of Cairns has developed a 

parent and volunteer code of conduct.  It is essential 

that all parents read and are familiar with this 

document, as it outlines expectations of parents 

within a Catholic school.  A copy of the code of 

conduct has been included in this newsletter and you 

are asked to please familiarise yourself with its 

content.  Many thanks. 
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No. of children Per Year Per week  

(40 weeks) 

1 child $2 212.00 $55.30 

2 children $3 069.00 $76.75 

3 children $3 533.00 $88.35 

4 children $3709.00 $92.75 

I’m only 

missing ….. 

That equals 

….. 

Which is ….. And over 13 

years of my 

schooling 

that’s ….. 

10 minutes 

per day 

50 minutes 

per week 

Nearly 1.5 

weeks per 

year 

Nearly half a 

year 

20 minutes 

per day 

1 hour 40 

minutes per 

week 

Nearly 3 

weeks per 

year 

Nearly 1 year 

Half an hour 

per day 

Half a day per 

week 

Nearly 6 

weeks per 

year 

Nearly 1 and 

a half years 



 

Stop/ Drop / Go’ Zone 

A reminder to all our families and friends 

that in the interests of safety we ensure 

that the area directly in front of the school 

office (Mill Street) is a ‘stop/drop/go zone.’ 

and ask that parents and visitors do not park 

in this area during drop off or pick up 

times.  There is NO parking on the school 

side of Mill Street and all parking is on the 

opposite side of the road.   The island is to 

assist pedestrians in crossing the road safely.  

It is illegal to do a U-turn at the end of the 

island.  For safety purposes parents wanting 

to use the stop/drop/go zone will need to 

access this area by going around the block 

and using Muir Street. Bus pick up is in Muir 

Street and we ask parents not to park in this 

area.  The safety of all children is our number 

one priority. 

 
Parking for Parents and Visitors 

Parents and visitors are asked not to park in the 

school grounds.  Parking is available on the opposite 

side of the road to the school in Mill Street.  We have 

also received a request from our neighbours to not 

park on the lawn of the Anglican Church.  Many 

thanks in advance for your cooperation and 

consideration of this request. 

 
PROCEDURES FOR BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 

Below is a reminder of the procedures for before and 

after school.  I would ask parents to please discuss 

these with children, so that everyone is aware of our 

rules for safety. 

The supervision and care of your children while at St 

Michael’s School is of great importance to all staff.    

We would urge you to discuss these procedures with 

your child/ren as they are designed to ensure their 

safety and that of all members of our school 

community. 

The term “friends” is used to refer to adult friends/

neighbours of you, the parents of our students. 

 It is recommended that where possible students 

not arrive at school prior to 8.15am when organised 

supervision begins. 

 Children who arrive at school prior to 8.15am are 

expected to sit outside the library (no other area).  

There should be no children in classrooms prior to 

8.15am as this is teacher preparation time, unless 

students are invited in by the teacher.  A school 

officer is on duty from 8.00am to supervise children 

sitting and waiting – no children should be 

wandering around the school at this time. 

 A teacher is rostered on duty from 8.15am until 

8.35am each day 

 All children except those in the care of parents/

after school care are to be picked up or to have left 

our grounds by 3.15pm SHARP as afternoon 

supervision ends at this time. 

 Whilst it should not be a regular practice, 

parents / care givers who are running late (after 

3.15pm) for pick up are required to contact the 

school office to make alternative arrangements. 

 At the end of the school day, students who are 

walking/riding home without parental supervision are 

to leave the grounds as soon as possible after 

dismissal from their class.  They are not to return to 

the school except under supervision of their parents/

adult friends/sports coach. 

 Children catching the school bus will line up 

outside the library and walk with the teacher on duty 

to the bus area in Muir Street. 

 Children waiting for parents/friends pick up will 

sit in front of the admin building on the grass (no 

play or games) to wait for parents.  On wet days 

students will wait in the admin entrance and on 

verandahs. 

 The area directly in front of the admin building is 

to be used as a ‘Stop, Drop, Go’ zone and parents are 

asked to park across the road or in the laneway 

behind the school oval. 

A reminder that no child should be on the school 

grounds after hours (either morning or afternoon) 

without adult supervision. 

Parents are also asked to speak with students 

regarding the importance of following parental 

directions for after school arrangements.  Students 

should be warned of the dangers of going home with 

their class mates without telling parents.  These types 

of incidents cause much heart ache and worry for 

families and staff alike. 

 



 

STAFF LIST 2015 
Mrs Lea Martin   Principal 
Mrs Lyndal Rick  APRE  
Mrs Deirdre Fedorov          Prep 
Mrs Alison Fitzsimmons Prep 
Mrs Karen Roberts             Year 1 
Ms Rachel Clarke  Year 1 
Mrs Helena Faulkner  Year 2 
Mrs Barbara Dangaard &  
Mrs Brianna Hardy  Year 2 
Ms Kelly Evans   Year 3 
Mrs Kylie Schmerl &  
Mrs Julie Davison   Year 3  
Mrs Ingrid Drew   Year 4 
Mr John Gravagna    Year 5 
Mr John Hubbard  Year 5 
Ms Serena Gordon  Year 6 
Mrs Sarah Hession  Year 6 
Mrs Elizabeth Wyatt &  
Mrs Alyce Cahill       LST 
Mrs Kylie Schmerl  The Arts 
Mrs Lyndal Rick        Curriculum Teacher  
Ms Cherie Hughes Student Counsellor 
Ms Justine Hind        Administration Officer 
Mrs Dorina Gawley Administration Officer 
Mrs Joan Clarke  Library Aide 
Mrs Colleen Murray  Prep Aide 
Mrs Adrienne Marino  Prep Aide 
Mrs Ngaire Shelley  School Officer  
Mr Bernie Wagner  School Officer  
Mrs Liz Anderson  School Officer  
Mrs Dorina Gawley            School Officer 
Mrs Jodie Worsnop  School Officer 
Mrs Kylie Horwood  School Officer  
Ms Melissa Martin  School Officer 
Mr Darren Miller  Indigenous Liaison 
Mrs Joanne McGowan/      Tuckshop  
Mrs Giovanna DiBella Convenor 
Mrs Linda Deen                   Cleaner 
Mrs Anne Fitzgerald  Cleaner 
 

Parent/Teacher Meetings 
At St Michael’s School, we welcome parent 
involvement and hope to see many of you working 
in classes to provide more assistance with learning 
opportunities for your child.  From time to time, 
parents have concerns about their child which they 
would like to discuss with the class teacher.  We are 
very happy to have the opportunity to talk with 

you, however, we would ask that you please make 
an appointment as often staff are on duty before 
school or are trying to get  organized for the day’s 
learning.  We thank you for your understanding in 
this matter and look forward to a rewarding 
partnership between home and school.  A formal 
parent information night will occur in the next few 
weeks for all classes and we will advise you of those 
dates as soon as possible. 
 
Sunsmart School 
St Michael’s is a sunsmart school and as 

such we have a ‘no hat, no play’ policy.  
Children must wear a hat whilst playing 

outdoors or on the basketball court.  We 
would ask all parents to ensure that 
sunscreen is applied before school and if 

you would like your child to apply 
sunscreen during the day to provide this 

for the class teacher.  This is to ensure that 
the sunscreen used on your child is 
appropriate (some children can be allergic 

to certain brands).  We would also like to 
encourage children to wear their hats to 
and from school and teachers on duty will 

be asking students to wear hats after 
school.  Thank you in anticipation of your 

support in this endeavour. 
 

Opening School Mass 

All parents and friends are invited to attend our 

Opening School Mass on FRIDAY 7TH 

FEBRUARY AT 9AM.  This is an important school 

celebration and we would love to share this with you. 

 
 

 
      

 

 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 

OSHC 

OSHC is run independently to St Michael’s 
School, as it is administered by Diocesan 
Early Learning and Care.  ALL bookings, 

enquiries, payments, etc MUST be done 
through the OSHC coordinator.  Please do 

not contact the school office regarding 
OSHC matters. St Michael’s School will still 
support the OSHC service and parents are 

welcome to contact me with any concerns. 
 

Uniform 

I would ask all parents to support us in ensuring that 

students wear their uniform appropriately.  This 

includes wearing only jewelry which is permitted, 

correct coloured hair accessories and correct 

coloured shoes—black with our day uniform and 

white (optional) with our sports uniform.  Shoes 

should be plain black. School Uniform is an 

important part of developing our school spirit and 

pride.  I thank you in advance for your support with 

this. 
 
Changes in pick up arrangements 
For the safety of students, we would ask parents if 
there are changes to pick up arrangements, to 
please contact the office via phone or email.  This 
ensures that students go home with the correct adult 
and have parental permission to do so. 
 
Acceptable use of social media 
Parents are reminded that due to privacy and student 
protection issues, no photos of other students than 
your own should be uploaded to social media, including 
but not limited to Facebook and Youtube.  I would like 
to also remind parents that if you have an issue of 
concern regarding your child at school that Facebook 
and social media is not the correct forum to have your 
concern addressed.  Your cooperation with these 
matters is greatly appreciated. 
 

New Smoking Laws 

From 1 January 2015, smoking is banned at all 

Queensland state and non-state schools, and for 5 

metres beyond their boundaries. 

The law applies at all times—during and after school 

hours, on weekends and during school holidays. It 

includes the use of all smoking products, including 

regular cigarettes and devices commonly known as 

electronic cigarettes. 

School land is defined as land on which a: 

 state school provides education programs 

under the Education (General Provisions) Act 

2006 

 non-state school provides primary education, 

secondary education or special education under 

the Education (Accreditation of Non-State 

Schools) Act 2011 

 state or non-state school provides other 

educational facilities, instruction or activities, 

for example, sports grounds, and including land 

that is owned or leased by the school. 

  

Five meter buffer 
The buffer is a 5 metre no-smoking area around the 

perimeter of the school, beyond the school land 

boundary; including all structures in this area, such 

as bus shelters and car parks.  
 

Community Prayers 
If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let 
me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 
 

 

Welcome back to all our amazing families. It 

was lovely to see you all this morning.  

 

School Fees will be processed in Week 3. 

This term they will be sent home via email on 

the 13th February 2015. If you have not yet 

provided us with a current email address please contact the 

office. We will also require the names of OTHER Catholic 

Schools your older children are attending before Tuesday next 

week, this is required for your sibling discount. Only children 

attending other Catholic Schools. If your children attend St 

Michael’s this information is not required. Thank you. 

 

Dorina is joining us in the Administration every Monday and 

Friday full day and now Tues, Wed and Thurs for the first 

session of the day 8.15am—10.45am. This is very exciting. 

Dorina is taking on most of the Student Services department. 

Please ensure your contact details are all up to date. I will 

upload the form as soon as possible on our website, however an 

email or phone call is also appropriate 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 Southern Cross Strikers FC - SIGN-ON Saturday 31st Jan 
10am - 2pm,  Sunday 1st Feb 11am - 2pm and Saturday 
7th Feb 10am - 2pm, at the Clubhouse, Calanna Park, 
Sondrio St, Woree. 
Ages 3 - 17 years.  Please phone our Registrar Simone 
Bailey on 0438 192 467 for further details. 
 
 

Southern Suburbs sign on February 7th from 
2-5pm 
Coast around $160.00 season. Alley Park 
Gordonvale. 
 

BUS CHANGES 
 

There will be changes for the Pyramid service  

commencing on the first day of school. This bus will 

now only travel DEMPSEY STREET travelling 

from Draper Road to Riverstone Road. 

 

There will only be four (4) pickups and drop offs on 

Dempsey Street. 

 

Fisher Road Park, House 278 Dempsey, Before 

Haines Street and the sun bus stop opposite vets. 

Drop off in the afternoon will be opposite. 

 

This school service will no longer travel on Lucas 

Street and Fisher Road in 2015. 
 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 1 
Feb 7th Whole School Mass @ 9.00am 
 17th P&F AGM Meeting 
 18th Ash Wednesday 
March 6th Making Friends show 
 17th  St Patrick’s Day 
 26th SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
 31st School Camp Year 5 & 6 Compulsory Curriculum  
April 2nd Cost for camp will be processed onto school fees 
 2nd Last Day Term 1 
 
Term 2—Dance Fever Program Begins 
April 20th School Resumes  
 25th Anzac Day March starts outside front GSS 9am 
 30th  Michael Mangan Concert 
May 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
June 5th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized  
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
 23rd  Confirmation 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 30th World Teachers Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


