
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
The Prayer to St Michael uses strong language 
around protection– which is one reason St 
Michael is the patron saint of the Police.  We 
pray too, that St Michael protects us as we 
journey with God.  I wish all families a happy 
and safe holiday and ask St Michael to protect 
us all.  We welcome all to celebrate St Michael’s 
Feast Day on Wednesday at 9:00am. 
 
Farewell: 
As I reach the last days of my time at St 
Michael’s, I feel so fortunate to have had the 
honour of working in this wonderful school.  
When I first started in 1997, the school had 
approximately 120 students enrolled and most 
of those were from local farming families.  It has 
been a privilege to see the school grow and 
develop into the amazing place of learning it is 
today.  I would like to thank all of the amazing 
staff for their commitment to education and for 
being life-long learners themselves, so that they 
are open to finding new ways to engage the 
students in their care.  My prayer for all students 
is that God may continue to bless them on their 
journey of discovery as they grow towards their 
best. 
 
St Michael’s P&F 
Many thanks to the Parents and Friends for 
another successful community gathering with 
the Pool Party, last Friday night.  As I greeted 
the students this week, there was some very 
enthusiastic stories about the evening.  These 

are the events that build great memories for our 
children.  Thanks especially to all the 
coordinators– you did a fantastic job! 
 
Towards 2016 

As we begin our planning for next year, it is 
essential that we have accurate figures for 
our 2016 enrolment.  If your child will not 

be attending St Michael’s next year, please 
let the office know in writing.  As our school 

receives funding based on enrolments, 
accurate information is needed.  Please let 
us know any changes as soon as you can. 
 
Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competitions 
Our football and netball teams will compete in 
these competitions on Friday 18th September 
which are between other Catholic schools in our 
Diocese.  These competitions are named after two 
great educators within the Cairns Diocese, Mr Jim 
Graham who was the first lay principal in a Cairns 
Diocesan School and Sister Mary Mills who was a 
principal in Mareeba and leader of the Sisters of 
Mercy in our Diocese. 
 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

Monday 5th October is a public holiday for all 

students and families. 

 

Term 4  

Students resume school for Term 4 on 

TUESDAY 6th October. 
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Prayer for the Week 

Prayer to St Michael 

St Michael, the Archangel, 

Defend us in battle; 

Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray: 

And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host- 

By the power of God- Cast into hell, satan and all the 

Evil spirits, 

Who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Important Dates for Term 4 
5 Oct Labour Day Public Holiday 
6 Oct Students resume 
19 Oct Prep/1 Puppet Show—Sun safety 
25 Oct Rosary Way 
30 Oct All Saints Mass 
  Day for Daniel 
  World Teachers’ Day 
1 Nov All Saints Day 
2 Nov All Souls Day 
11 Nov Remembrance Day 
12 Nov Year 6 to Catholic High School 
  Prep Orientation Morning 
  Bump Up Morning 
20 Nov School Disco 
2 Dec 6pm Year 6 Farewell Mass 
4 Dec 9am Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day—students finish 12noon 
 
Community Prayers 
If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 
Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
 

MASS CELEBRATIONS 
This Wednesday at 9am we gather at 
Mass to celebrate the Feast Day of the 
Archangels and most especially, St 
Michael. The Feast Day of the Archangels 
falls during the holidays on 29th 

September. 
 

If you look at the statue of St Michael, outside Father’s 
house, you will see him with a spear, stepping on what 
looks like a dragon.  St Michael is the Archangel 
responsible for victory against the devil. He represents 
the compassion, generosity, mercy and harmony that is 
given from God.  With these, we can fight greed, hatred, 
exploitation, poverty and war. St Michael is a warrior, a 
prince of peace and our patron saint. This is a beautiful 
reminder at this time, as our Year 6 students have just 
visited ‘Courage to Care’, and learnt about people that 
were victorious over evil, and showed compassion, care 
and bravery during World War II. 
 

We are lucky to have St Michael as a patron saint.  St 
Michael teaches us to be people of FAITH and TRUST- his 
faith in God triumphs over evil. 
St Michael teaches us to be people who live in 
COMMUNITY- together as one, fighting to protect; to live 
in harmony with God. 
St Michael teaches us to be people who RESPECT- His 
sword is compassion, his strength is knowing that God 
loves us all. 
St Michael teaches us to be people who value LEARNING- 
when we learn about God and God goodness, we expand 
our horizons. 
 With his help, we can be a school where mercy and 
grace are part of our culture.   
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sunday was a significant and special 
day for those children who 
celebrated their First Eucharist.  We 
congratulate and pray for these 
students.  Thank- you to the 
Parishioners who made the morning 
even more special through providing 
music, and setting up an amazing 
morning tea to help us to celebrate 
together.  
 
In Term 3 we will begin preparing 
some Year 3 children for their First 
Reconciliation. Information will be 
distributed early next term. 
 

IN THE CLASSROOMS 
 It is always a joy to visit classrooms and witness the 
engaged and enthusiastic learning that is going on. This 
week Mrs. Rick and I had some visitors from Year 6 
sharing their art - work with us.  Year 5 and 6 classes 
have been learning about the culture, art works, rituals, 
celebrations and beliefs of 
the Asian Culture.  They 
then needed to create a 
range of art works that 
represent a ritual or 
celebration of an Asian 
Culture, including a mask 
made from organic 
materials.  The children will choose their most successful 
work to display, and are looking forward to sharing this 
with the school community early next term. 
 

PEER SUPPORT 
In this week’s session the children will be looking at 
rights, how we as individuals have rights and so do other 
people.  Activities will remind the children that although 
they may find themselves in difficult or awkward 
positions, they still need to remember to do the right 
thing. 
 

You may wish to discuss with your child a situation you 
were in that was potentially difficult or awkward and 
explain the decision that you made and why it was the 
right thing to do. 
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— were processed Friday and 

emailed to families on Friday 31st July. Term 

3 school fees need to be finalized before the 

18th September. We recommend that families 

are familiar with their school fees accounts to 

avoid overdue accounts. If you are experiencing  financial 

hardship please contact us immediately. An appointment must 

be made with Lea Martin, an email will not suffice.  We 

appreciate if you could pay your account as soon as possible or 

contact Justine to arrange an alternate arrangement/payment 

plan. Families are very welcome to receive an invoice on email 

request to the secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au 

address.  Please be mindful that if you need a financial request 

on School Fees that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting their child’s 

absence to the Administration including a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact the 

Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive 

days need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd 

day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to set up a 

Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is some details 

regarding this on the second page of the newsletter or go to the 

link below or click on  to find out more. Great idea if you are 

shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 

 

Prep Social Parent and Children Meet  

On the first Thursday of the school 

holiday’s, there has been a Prep Social 

Parent and Children Meet organised at 

MacDonalds Woree. It is a chance for St 

Michael's children to stay in touch with 

their peers and a chance for parents to have 

a chat. The next one is on the 25th 

September 2015 at 11am. Older and younger 

siblings most welcome.  

Netball dresses from the Doves team need to be back at the 

school  office before Friday 18th September. 

 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
Term 3 

Sept 18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 14th Prep Bump Up Day Info Mailed Out 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
 12th  Bump Up Day Prep—Yr 6 
  Year 6 to Catholic High Schools Orientation Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 

2016 Term Dates TBC 
 
Term 1 Monday 25th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w  
 
Public Holiday’s and Pupil Free Days are yet to be confirmed 

 

 

 

14th Sep Yanche-Ka Neal 

15th Sep Montana-Lee Jones 

18th Sep Bradley Cutuli 

20th Sep Matilda Harris 

22nd Sep Abigail Evert 

23rd Sep Naoani Crawford 

24th Sep Isla McCallum 

25th Sep Caitlan Andrews-Neal 

  Salvatore Di Bella 

26th Sep Brodie Alloway 

  Danny Dean 

27th Sep Baxter Maltby 

28th Sep Talan Clarke 

  Taj Hodgson 

29th Sep Phoenix Grieves 

  Brenton Miller 

1st Oct Lucas Huth 

2nd Oct Brodie Williams 

3rd Oct Lauren Dobbie 

  Kanoah Fourmile-Elliot 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


 
 

 
Prep A  Jordi Stowers 
  For being as keen as mustard with his reading.  
  Well done, Ace! 
  Maz Smith 
  For being an eager beaver to learn his sight  
  works. Great work, Champ! 
Year 1A Regina Thao 
  For confidently and eagerly completing your  
  character description of the Gruffalo. Great job! 
  Elysia Kynuna 
  For confidently and eagerly completing your  
  character description on the Gruffalo. Great job! 
Year 1B Jack Jerome 
  For working tough on your Gruffalo description 
  Chloe Collins  
  For writing an amazing description of the   
  Gruffalo 
Year 2B Natahlia Neemia 
  For trying hard to make good choices for your  
  learning this week. Keep it up! 
  Anthony Marsh 
  For your effort in Maths this week. Wow. Great  
  job! 
Year 2A Axel Grieves  
  For working very hard this week to remain  
  focused and finishing his work on time. Awesome 
  effort! 
  Tiara Thao 
  For approaching everything she does with a  
  positive attitude. Your smile lights up our   
  classroom 
Year 3B Brock De Lai 
  For persisting and purring effort in all areas of  
  work. Keep it up! 

 

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

Gala Day  
 

Gala Day of sport was held last Friday with 
students from our school competing in Soccer, 
Netball, Rugby League and Tennis. 
 
A great day was had by all and from all reports 
our students had a great time and behaved in 
an excellent manner. A massive thanks to all 
the parents and staff who helped make this day 
a huge success for all the students in our 
district. 
 

  Senior League Team  

 
  Junior League Team 

A massive thanks to Mr Wagner and Mr 
Vella, for coaching and running these teams 
for Gala Day. 

Jim Graham Cup 
 

The Jim Graham Cup is on this 
Friday and will be played at Jones 
Park, Rugby League Fields (Mann 
St). All players will need to be at 
the field by 8.15am, so they can 
get dressed, warmed up and prepared for their 
first game. Please make sure you have 
organised how your child will be getting to 
Jones Park. Mr Wagner and I are very excited 
about the day and we know the boys will 
represent our school in the best possible way 
and wear our school colours with pride. 

 
Rugby League Training 
 
Training is on today for all boys playing Rugby 
League in the Jim Graham Cup this Friday. 
Training is from 4 – 5 pm at Alley Park, 
Gordonvale. This will be our last training day for 
this year.  
 

Mary Mills @ Redlynch 
 
The Mary Mills cup is on this Friday and will be 
played at Redlynch Sports Complex opposite 
McDonalds.  All the girls need to be at the 
courts by 8am so they can warm up with 
coach Kim before their first game at 8.15am. 
Please ensure your child is organised for 
transport to and from the venue. Parents need 
to contact Justine or Kim if you are unable to 
transport your child to this venue. Kim and 
Justine are very excited, to watch the girls 
represent our school in the best possible way 
and wear our school colours with pride. 
Regards, 
 
John Gravagna 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The P & F Committee would like to greatly thank everyone who attended the pool party on Friday night, we hope  

everyone had a great time.  We especially Thank Rebecca Maggs and family from the Gordonvale Pool for letting us use 

this venue.  

Also a big Thank you out to all the volunteers that helped out on the night with the cooking, serving and supervising.   

We had 85 children attend on the night and it’s great to see so many of the kids having a great time.  

We look forward to having another one next year. 

   

Our next Disco will be on Friday November 20th, look forward to another great night . 
 

P & F Meeting is on Tuesday 20th October at 5.30pm in the meeting room.  Everyone Welcome ! 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 
 

 



 

   St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

TYC Spring Drama School 5yrs - 12yrs 
Spin along to TYC for our Spring Drama School (5yrs - 

12yrs) Holiday Programs. In week one we see scientists hunters 

and palaeontologists seek to overtake the genetically modified 

dinosaurs in Jurassic Island: The Chase Begins 22/9 - 25/9, 9am 

- 3pm, Cairns City) with special guest costume artist  

Hayley Gillespie. In the second week we step back in time 

with Medieval Mayhem: The Age of Conquests (28/9 - 

2/10, 9am – 3pm, Cairns City). Come along and explore acting, 

costumes, lighting, sound and multimedia elements, finishing with 

a creative performance on the final afternoon. Learn the essentials 

of stage performance through improvisation, role-play and charac-

terization activities and then perform in front of a live audience 

with costumes, sets, props, sound effects, live  

projections and theatrical lighting!! For more information phone 

40414066, email info@theyoungcompany.com.au or visit our 

website www.theyoungcompany.com.au. Book now to receive an 

early bird saving! 

mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/


 

 


