
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
As a way to celebrate Advent as a family, I invite 
you to use the prayers above in lighting Advent 
Candles over the next four weeks until 
Christmas.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
help your children experiencing the waiting time 
of Advent in a prayerful way.   
Thank you to all our families who have made 
2015 such a wonderful year for everyone at St 
Michael’s School.  I am particularly grateful to 
our P&F who work so hard to provide our 
students with wonderful learning opportunities.    
I would like to particularly thank Alan Richards 
our president, whose family leaves our school 
this year, Kylie Smith our hard working secretary 
and Justine Hind, our efficient treasurer.  Also a 
huge thanks to our parents who volunteer and 
help in so many ways—classroom support, 
library, tuckshop, gardening, cake stalls, and the 
list is endless.  I would also like to particularly 
acknowledge Jo McGowan and Giovanna 
DiBella who have done such a wonderful job in 
the tuckshop.  We are very thankful to each and 
everyone of you.  A huge thanks to our 
dedicated staff who go above and beyond the 

call of duty to provide the best possible 
education for our students.  Finally 
congratulations to our wonderful students who 
have worked so well during 2015.  It is great to 
see how well you are progressing with your 
learning and I hope that you keep working hard 
into the future.  Good luck to our Year 6 students 
as they enter high school.  I wish all members of 
our school community a Happy, Holy and Safe 
Christmas holiday and wish you all the best for 
2016.  Again, may I thank each and everyone of 
you for making my time as principal of St 
Michael’s School such a wonderful experience.  
Thank you for the beautiful send off on Friday.  I 
know that St Michael’s will continue to thrive and 
be a great place of learning well into the future. 
 

Farewell Mass 
What a beautiful celebration we had on 
Wednesday evening for our Senior students.  
We are proud of the wonderful role models we 
have had in these student leaders.  A huge 
thanks to Mrs Hession, Mrs Cramond and Mrs 
Poke who prepared the mass and presentations.  
Also thanks to the parents who set up the hall so 
beautifully and to the staff who prepared the 
nibbles.  These children really are “a light to the 

From the  Principal Term 4 Week  10From the  Principal Term 4 Week  10From the  Principal Term 4 Week  10   

Prayer for the Week 

Daily Prayers for Lighting the Advent Wreath 
First Week 

O Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, desire of every nation, 
Saviour of all peoples, come and dwell among us. 

Second Week 
O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, 

Only joy of every heart, come and save your people. 
Third Week 

O key of David, Jesus Christ, 
The gates of heaven open at your command, 

Come and show us the way to salvation. 
Fourth Week 

O Wisdom, holy Word of God, Jesus Christ, 
All things are in your hands, 

Come and show us the way to salvation. 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Senior Students Excursion 

Our Year 6 students had a great day on 

Thursday attending Sugarworld.  Thanks to 

Mrs Cramond and Mrs Poke for their 

organization of this day. 
 

Prep Nativity Play 
Our beautiful Prep students presented their 
Nativity play on Thursday  to a delighted audience 
of parents and friends.   They were truly 
inspirational and very cute as they shared the 
story of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Christmas Concert 
The students did a wonderful job on Friday 
presenting their Christmas concert.  A huge 
thanks to Mrs Schmerl for all her efforts in 
preparing the students and also to Mrs V who 
supported her so well in the music department. 
 

Farewell from our Indigenous Students 
I was humbled to receive a beautiful farewell from our 
Indigenous students last week.  These children have been 
a joy to have at St Michael’s and I wish them and their 
families all the best as they continue their educational 
journey. 

 

End of Year Mass 
Our End of Year Mass on Friday morning was 
beautiful and our school community ended the 
year on a very positive note.  I would like to 
thank those who attended as a part of my 
farewell.  I was truly touched by the kind words 
and thoughts (as well as being a bit emotional).  
I particularly want to thank the P&F for their 
beautiful presentation.  The image of the 
Pyramid will be a constant reminder of my time 
as principal of this wonderful school.  St 
Michael’s is a great school with the most kind 
and caring people. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
St Vincent De Paul Christmas Drive 
A huge thanks to all those families who 
contributed to our St Vincent De Paul Drive.  
We have been able to provide this charity with 
a very big donation of grocery items.  Thanks 
to Mrs Hession for her coordination of this 
collection. 

Dates for 2015 
Monday 18th January—office opens 
Tuesday 19th January—class lists on 
display at front of admin building.  These lists 
are not to be copied or photographed due to 
privacy legislation 
Monday 25th January—Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday 26th January—Australia Day 
Holiday 
Wednesday 27th January—Year 1-6 
students start & Prep parents Orientation 
Morning 
Thursday 28 & Friday 29—staggered start 
for Preps 
Monday 1st February—all Preps start 
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APRE NEWS 
 

What a wonderful week last week was! Filled 

with many magic moments, as well as some 

sad occasions.  Our Farewell and 

Thanksgiving Masses were truly beautiful 

celebrations and we wish children and staff 

leaving our St Michael’s family all the best. 
 

As we turn our minds towards Christmas, I am aware that many 

families will be feeling busyness creep up on them.  As hard as 

it might be, try to take the advice of the wonderful Maggie Dent 

and keep things simple and less stressful.  Enjoy your family, 

and may you all have a very happy and holy Christmas. 
 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 
 

Buying Gifts for Children – By Maggie Dent http://

www.maggiedent.com/content/buying-gifts-children  
 

Thrifty Christmas Might be the Magic 

Pudding 

Often the very best gift parents can give their children 
is time. That might mean going away on holidays 
together or just spending time at home. It may even be 
a good time to put up a tent in the back yard, and go 
camping with the family – just for fun. 

Fun doesn’t have to cost a lot of money: but it does 
take some effort. You don’t need to spend heaps on 
gifts for children (the survey said most people would 
spend $50 per child), however you do need to spend 
energy creating the spirit of Christmas in your home. 

Christmas is supposed to be a magical time for 
children, and for adults, but for many it is a time of 
stress, family conflict and pressure to be all things to all 
people. It feels more like a marathon than a festival. 

I urge parents to think of their kids’ needs above 
everyone else’s during the Christmas season. Children 
get exhausted going from house to house, meeting 
with different rellies. A good way to overcome this is to 
get everyone to meet at a park, or at one central house 
— preferably not yours. 

Kids get tired easily when they’re excited and stressed, 
and more easily upset when they’re out of their familiar 
environments or surrounded by lots of people in their 
home. So keeping things as simple as possible – and 
being relaxed yourself – is the best way to help kids be 
calmer and happier while the festive flurry goes on 
around us. 

As adults, it’s really crucial for us to remember how 
magical Christmas can be for a child and to try to foster 
this spirit for them and for us. 

The prospect of the elusive St Nick 
arriving is actually a wonderful 
stimulant for children’s …flexible 
thinking and creativity.  The waiting 
for Santa is also a key ingredient – 
children need to learn about 
patience, anticipation and the joy 
that comes with receiving a reward 
for this patience. 

It is also an excellent opportunity to 
teach children early in life the joy 
that comes from giving to others, 
especially those in need. Involving 

kids in baking biscuits, preparing pickled onions and 
even making homemade chocolates is a great way to 
develop the art of “giving.” 

The giving can be the hardest part of Christmas, trying 
to find the ideal gifts to buy or make within a budget, 
with the deadline of 25 December looming. Giving and 
receiving can be a big source of conflict and stress for 
mum or dad, or a disgruntled sibling. I prefer to see gift
-giving as an opportunity to enhance someone’s life. 

Ask the following 10 questions when making or 

purchasing a gift: 

1. Will the gift create conflict through sibling rivalry? 
2. Does the gift meet a special interest in your 
 child’s life? 
3. Is the gift honouring Earth or does it build respect 
 for our natural world? 
4. Does the gift allow for the growth of creativity? 
5. Does the gift stimulate sharing or promote 
 building emotional competencies like patience or 
 learning to lose? 
6. Does the gift numb or stimulate the imagination? 
7. Does the gift encourage laughter and lightness? 
8. Does the gift honour childhood rather than 
 promote getting older quicker? 
9. Does the gift encourage being outside and off 
 the couch, getting physical? 
10. Could the gift encourage personal responsibility 
 and empathy, like a guinea pig, rat of goldfish? 
It’s important not to be swayed by advertising and 
commercial pressures, but rather to give your gift with 
the intention of helping your child grow a little, and to 
enjoy a little of the magic that comes but once a year. 

© Maggie Dent 2011. Author, parenting and resilience 

educator. Author of Saving our Children from Our 

Chaotic World, Nurturing Kids' Hearts and Souls, Real 

Kids in an Unreal World, Black Duck Wisdom and 

Saving Our Adolescents. www.maggiedent.com 
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— are now due. School accounts 

need to be finalized by Friday 4th December 

2015. Report cards will be available for 

collection when payment has been made.  

been process and need to be finalized by 

Friday 4th December. . Accounts  either need to finalized, 

direct debit or a financial plan in place for report cards to be 

released.  

 

Booklists Harley’s booklists were distributed last week, we 

have also distributed a Tosco booklist yesterday, due to the 

price comparison, to give opportunity for parents to choose 

who they would like to shop with for 2016 booklists. All items 

are the same. Please keep in mind if you are shopping for 

yourself that items are to stay specified to the list. Booklists  

are available on St Michael’s Website as well as Harley’s and 

Tosco’s Website.  
 

Library News There are still over 100 books not returned from 

students . Please be advised that if books are not returned by 

the end of this week that the cost of the books will be charged 

to your school fees account in the week of December 11th. 

Could you please ensure your child/ren return these as soon as 

possible. 

 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our wonderful 

families for your understanding and support during our 

migration of a new system this year. You have been very 

patient. Thank you for being a part of St Michael’s community 

and making my job very enjoyable, have a wonderful festive 

break, don’t eat too much chocolate or jelly beans!!!~ 

 

See you in 2016—Stay safe!!   Justine Hind  

Justine Hind  

 

CALENDAR 2015 
 11th St Michael’s Administration Office is CLOSED 
  Gordonvale Carols 6pm 
  Choir Children need to be in the front of the stage 
  by 5.30pm 
  Try out new Sports Clinic 4-6pm 
  Market Stalls OPEN @ 4pm 
  Children fun starts @ 5.30pm 
  “Soul Song” Choir @ 6pm 
  Santa arrives @ 8.20pm 

2016 Term Dates  
Term 1 Monday 11th Jan School Administration Office  
  OPEN 
Jan 19th Uniform Shop OPEN 10am - 4pm 
 22nd Uniform Shop OPEN 10am—4pm 
 25th Pupil Free Day  
  Uniform Shop OPEN 10am—4pm 
 26th Australia Day  
 27th School Commences Year 1—Year 6 
  Parent Day Preps—NO Children 
 28th Staggered Start Preps 
 29th Staggered Start Preps 
  Uniform Shop OPEN 8.15am—10am 
March 17th Whole School Photo Day 
 24th School Concludes 9w 
 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Anzac Day Monday 25th April 
Labour Day Monday 2nd May 
 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
Pupil Free  Thursday 21st July 
Cairns Show Friday 22nd July 
 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
Queens B’day Monday 3rd October 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP EXTENDED HOURS 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

We have issued new booklist yesterday. We decided that there was a need to give parents an opportunity to shop with      

another supplier. You can choose from either Harley’s,  Tosco’s or shop for your own.  Keep in mind products of items  

must stay to the specification on the list. Please note that there was an issue with the Year 3 booklist, a new one is coming 

home today with the Year 2 students. Tosco apologies for any inconveniences.  

You will need to contact suppliers directly for your booklist supplies.  

Thank you for your understanding.  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 
 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 


