
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  

As this is the last week of term and the end of our first 

semester our prayer this week focuses on thanking God 

for the many wonderful things that have occurred 

throughout the year so far. I would also like to wish 

everyone a safe, happy and relaxing break and I look 

forward to everyone returning refreshed and ready to go 

again. 
 

Semester 1 Report Cards 

These were posted out last Friday and should hopefully 

have been received by now. If you wish to discuss the 

contents of your child’s report or aspects regarding their 

learning I would encourage you to make a suitable time 

to meet with your child’s teacher.  
 

Prep 2017 

There are only a few places left for next year.  If 

you have not had an interview please make an 

appointment asap. 
  

Eisteddfod Choir 
Our choir has competed today in the Cairns 
and District Junior Eisteddfod.  We wish them 
all the best.  A huge thanks to Mrs Schmerl for 
the work she has done in preparing the 
students for this event. 
 

Year 5/6 Camp 
Our senior students will be heading off on their annual 
camp to Echo Creek near Tully this week from 
Wednesday 22nd June to Friday 24th June. I would like 
to wish them all the best.  Thanks to the staff who will 
be giving up their time to attend camp with the 
students. 
 

 

P&F Meeting 
Our next P&F meeting will be held tonight Tuesday 21st 
June at 5:30pm.  It would be wonderful to see some 
more new faces come along and participate in our very 
friendly meeting.   
 

Lost Property 
There is a basket full of lost property near the 
uniform shop, all of which is un-named.  This 
mainly includes lunch containers and drink 
bottles.  I would ask parents to please ensure 
that all items brought to school are CLEARLY 
NAMED so that we can return lost items.  At 
the end of the term, all items in the lost 
property will be disposed of.  Please check that 
no items belong to your family prior to the 
holidays. 
 

Year 3-6 Athletics Carnival 

Last Friday’s Athletics Carnival was a huge success. We 
even had the weather on our side.  It was pleasing to 
see such wonderful sportsmanship on show 
throughout the day. Well done to all students for your 
efforts on the day and congratulations to those who 
received places in their events. Thanks to the parents 
and the staff who worked hard throughout the day. 
Particular thanks to John Gravagna for his organization 
of the carnival. Many hours of preparation was put into 
organizing the day so John deserves a big thank you 
for his efforts.   

 

 

Prayer for the End of Term 
Almighty God, as we come to the end of the school term, we thank you for 

all the blessings and benefits that this term has brought.  May we never for-
get the privilege of being part of a school such as St Michael’s,  and of having 

so much when so many have so little. 
Please bless those who will be travelling during the holidays and keep all 

members of our school community safe. 
Help all of us to feel refreshed and renewed over the break and to return to 

the new term full of enthusiasm and a willingness to learn. 
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Community Prayers 
We pray for Ashton Jansen (year 1 student). Ashton 
is very sick at the moment and needs lots of 
prayers. He is presently in hospital in Brisbane 
undergoing tests. If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 
 

Important Dates for Term 2 
11 July— Students resume  
15 July- Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 
  Confirmation 6pm 
19 July—P&F Meeting 
21 July Pupil Free Day 
22 July Cairns Show Holiday 
25-29 July—Catholic Education Week 
29 July—Under 8’s day  
        Docemus Awards 
10 Aug—Wonders of Living Parent Information 
Session 
14 Aug—First Eucharist 8am 
15 Aug—Feast of Assumption (whole school mass) 
16 Aug—P&F Meeting 
26 Aug– Fowlers U/12 Netball  
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills 
(Netball) Competitions  

 

Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

From the Principal continued 



 

 
 

NAIDOC Celebration 

St Michael’s had its NAIDOC Celebrations 

yesterday.  A huge thanks to Alyce Cahill, 

Maree Connolly and Antoinette Cole for their 

coordination of this event.  This year’s 

NAIDOC theme focused on Songlines.  

 

For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people, the Dreamtime describes a time when 

the earth, people and animals were created by 

our ancestral spiritual beings. They created 

the rivers, lakes, plants, land formations and 

living creatures. Dreaming tracks are 

sometimes called ‘Songlines’ which record the 

travels of these ancestral spirits who 'sung' 

the land into life.  

 

NAIDOC celebrations allow us as a school to 

explore the NAIDOC theme as well as 

showcase various cultural activities within 

our school.  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Principal continued 

Finance: Thank you for all families who   

have finalised Term 2 accounts.  

Report Cards have been mailed home on   

Friday 17th June.  

Term 3 Fees will be sent home via email on 

Friday 29th July. Thank you.  



 

APRE THOUGHTS 
 

Over the past week I have had the 
pleasure of being involved in two 
beautiful examples of hands- on, 
engaged and community driven 
learning. 
 

The first of these was last Thursday, with the Year Six 
cohort organising a learning expo for the subject of HASS 
based on a country of choice.  Students were required to 
research and present information about this country in 
terms of the geographical features, population, migration 
and culture.  They presented this using our new Chrome 
books in the library in two sessions to which parents were 
invited.  The students cooked food from the country they 
were focusing on, dressed up and brought in artefacts.  
The library was buzzing, it was so pleasing to see so 
many parents and friends come and share in the learning 
journey of the children. 
 
The second example of rich learning came at the 
beginning of this week with our NAIDOC day celebrations.  
Students participated in a range of activities, from sport to 
art, as well as watching a dance performance and being 
part of Liturgy and Welcome to Country ceremonies. 
 

Sacraments 
 

On the first Friday of Term 3 a group of our children will 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  We pray for 
these children as they prepare for this special event. 
 

If you wish for your child to receive this Sacrament, 
please return the form and $6 by this Friday at the very 
latest.  The form was found at the back of the Sacrament 
booklet that I distributed at the parent meeting in the 
Church. 
 

Catholic Education Week 
 

Catholic Education Week in Queensland is celebrated in 

the third week of the third school term each year.  It is an 

opportunity for all Catholic Education ministries to 

celebrate their distinctive mission and share the great 

things they are doing with their school, parish and wider 

communities. 

In 2016 Catholic Education Week is from July 24 to 

30 and the theme is Opening Doors in the Year of 

Mercy. The theme reflects Catholic education’s 

commitment to providing students with opportunities to 

reach their full potential in all aspects of their development 

– spiritual, intellectual, physical, cultural, social and 

emotional – as well as sharing in the global Church’s 

celebration of the Holy Year of Mercy. 

Opening Doors in the Year of Mercy challenges all those 

in the Catholic education community to extend tangible 

assistance to those in need and recognise and follow the 

example of those who have in some way ‘opened doors’ 

for others 

(www.cns.catholic.edu.au) 
 

In keeping with the theme of ‘Opening Doors’, the focus of 
our annual rotation day is belonging. This will be held on 
Friday July 29th.  Junior classes will hold an Under 8’s 
day, and the Year 3-6 groups will host a Social and 
Emotional Learning expo.  Opportunities for parents to 
learn about social and emotional learning, positive 
parenting strategies and looking after yourself as a parent 
will all be provided.  
 

It is set to be a very exciting expo for parents, so please 
pencil the date into your diary now. 
 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 

 

June 

20th Mason Cheshire  21st Oriarna Price 

23rd Charli Lynch  25th Todd Bounghi 

26th Izzie Jones   27th Tamieka Little 

July 

1st Charlie Agius  2nd Madison Azzopardi 

2nd Sophia Nucifora  6th Mulan Neal 

7th Ashman Singh  9th  Kaetyn Norris 

9th Darna Ziegler  10th Madisyn Jones 

 

 St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email :  

stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 
  

2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge  
Exciting news the Premier’s Reading    Challenge start-

ed on the 16th of May!! All students in the school are 

welcome to      participate. Students have till the 29th of 

August to read a cer tain number  of books. For  Prep 

to Year 2 to read or experience 20 books, Years 3 and 4 

to read 20 books and Year 5 and 6 to read 15 books. 

 

All you need to do is fill in the school reader record 

form.  Your teacher will have a copy for you.  If you 

complete the challenge, hand your completed form in to 

the library or your teacher.  Library staff will enter your 

details and you will receive a certificate from the Prem-

ier for your efforts, so make sure your name is spelt cor-

rectly and easy for staff to read. 

 

This is a great way to boost children’s       literacy skills 
by encouraging students to read widely for pleasure 
and learning, to develop their imagination, and to culti-
vate a passion for literature.  Let’s all get involved in 
this exciting challenge!! 

  

GROUP 1 KINDY VACANCY (as of 6/06/16) 

 

Edmonton Community Kindergarten offers a play 

based pre-Prep program and has a position       

available in Group 1 this year (Monday, Tuesday 

and alternate Wednesdays).  All children attend 

sessions from 8.35am until 2.45pm each day.    

Children must be turning 4 before the end of June 

this year to be eligible for Kindy. 

 

• Fees are $28 per day.  Subsidies are available 

 for eligible  families and can reduce daily 

 fees. 

• Kindy membership fee is $5 per family. 

 Maintenance/mowing levy is $40 per term, 

per child. 

 

Please call the Kindy on 4055 4402 or visit the 

Kindy at 19 Hartill Street, Edmonton for all       

enquiries. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES are now finalized. Thank 

you to all families for your prompt payment and 

contact with the school to arrange accounts. 

Term 3 school fees will be processed in the 

third week of term, Friday 29th July. Report 

cards have been mailed last Friday 17th. If you are requiring 

information regarding your child/children’s report cards please 

contact their teacher via email. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care 

Card/Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 

discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 

dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the Office 

to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you are 

already receiving the HCC discount, it is the owner of the HCC 

to keep your card details and expiry up to date with the 

administration office to receive your discount next term. If you 

have any enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be 

emailed to  Justine on  email address 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your  children are away dur ing 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child is 

away from school. If you have directly informed your teacher 

you will also need to contact the administration. Families can 

simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. If your 

child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time due 

to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request a letter 

either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you for your  

co-operation with this matter. A reminder that if your child/ren 

are absent for more than two consecutive days a medical 

certificate is required for administration. We have a new 

system called BLINK which sends an SMS to the first 

emergency contact of the child. We have found this to be very 

affective and time saving. Thank you for your support. 

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. All parents and carers are also 

required to sign in at the front desk for a visitors pass. Thank 

you for your help with this. Please see Dorina in the Office for 

the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

Happy and safe holidays to you all. I will miss all of 

your beautiful children and eat my jelly beans in 

peace. Giggle giggle. See you all back on the 

11th July Have a wonderful week! 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2016  
 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
May 
  Premier’s Reading Challenge until 26th August 
June 
Tues 21st P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed  22nd Year 5/6 Camp  Echo Creek  Adventure Centre 
Until Fri 24th 
  Braveheart's Performance Year 1—4  
Fri 24th  Last day of Term 2   
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Fri 15th         Mulgrave Sports 
  Confirmation @ 6pm 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
Mon 24th Catholic Education Week 
Until 30th 
Thurs 28th Star 102.7 School Breaky Show Visit 
Friday 29th Opening Doors Under 8’s group activities  
  Year 3-6 Social and Emotional Expo 
August 
Mon 8th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Puberty Talks  Yr 5-6 
Fri 26th  Fowlers Cup Netball Under/12 
 
September 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Fri 9th  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills and Jim Graham Cup 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


St Michael’s Sports News 
 

St. Michael’s Senior Athletics Day 
 

OVERALL WINNER 
                                                    
Russell              1st  

                    Barron          2nd 
                    Mulgrave      3rd  
 
Which makes Russell our Champion Athletics Team 
for 2016. Well done to all competitors who gave their 
absolute best for their team. 

Russell Captains Madisyn and Marley and their team 
were very happy with their great victory. 

 
 
MARCH PAST & WAR CRY 
March Past and War Cry winners 
were: Barron. Great job Barron, you 
looked and sounded great. 
   
Barron Captains Brenton and Keely 
were excited to accept the War Cry 
and March Past Trophy for their 
team. 
 
 
 
Keely Randall – 
Sportsmanship Award 
 
This great annual award in 
memory of our beloved Keely 
went to Ainslee Howard for 
doing her best and never 
giving up. Well done Ainslee 
 

A big thanks to Karen 
Randall, who presented 
Ainslee with her trophy. 
 

AGE CHAMPIONS 
Great effort by all our Age Champions. Our Age 
Champions were:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECORDS BROKEN  
We had a great day of records broken at our Sports 
Day. A total of 8 records were broken, which is an 
awesome achievement and displays how our 
students were striving for their best. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done students, what a great effort. 
 

Finally a massive thanks to Mulgrave Little Athletics 

and their helpers, Christine Stirling, all our staff, 

parents and students who helped make this day a 

fun filled day of excitement and sport.  

Regards, 
John Gravagna 

  BOYS GIRLS 

  8 Yr Olds Cassian Andrews Izzie Jones 

  9 Yr Olds Baxter Maltby Ava McInytre 

10 Yr Olds Jesse Ziegler Shantali Connolly 

11 Yr Olds Flynn Eden Lystra Miller 

12 Yr Olds James Williams-Carey Caitlan Andrews 

EVEN
T 

BOYS/GIRLS & 
Age 

NAME NEW 
  

OLD 
  

800m Girls 9 Yr Old Ava McIntyre 3:11.02 3:12.00 

800m Boys 10 Yr Old Jesse Ziegler 2:56.99 2:58.00 

80m Girls 9 Yr Old Amelia Arcidiaco-
no 

13:54 13:87 

100m Boys 10 Yr Old Jesse Ziegler 15:51 15:63 

100m Girls 11 Yr Old Lystra Miller 14:62 15:69 

200m Gilrs 8 Yr Old Izzie Jones 40:12 40:20 

High 
Jump 

Boys 9 Yr Old Baxter Maltby 1.13m 1.10m 

Shot 
Put 

Girls 11 Yr Old Rickell Andrews 7.58m 6.60m 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 
 

Prep A  Phoebie Mason 
  You have been an awesome member of our  
  class. We will miss you Phoebie! 
Prep B  Leila Harris 
  Being persistent and consistent worker 
Year 1A Sienna Williams—Carey 
  For being a great friend and offering to help  
  others 
Year 1B Ayden Piccolo 
  For making a big effort in class. Keep up the  
  great work 
Year 2B Maddison Flanagan 
  You set a great example to your peers with your  
  persistent approach to your school work. Well  
  done Maddi! 
Year 3A Natahlia Neemia 
  For trying so hard with your work last week. 
  Keep up the great work! 
Year 3B Rook Price 
  For the persistent effort he puts into his   
  school work. 
  Laverda Charlton 
  For the wonderful effort you have put into  
  your poetry this term 
Year 4A Nakoda Schaible 
  Working well in class! 
  Tara Hennessy 
  Always contributing to class discussions 
Year 4B Arthur Tsakissiris 
  For working harder and sticking with your  
  tasks. Keep it up Arthur! 
Year 6A Keely Harris 
  For your bubbly enthusiasm and dedication to  
  all that you do. 
  Grace Harlow 
  For trying very hard especially in maths and  
  having a positive attitude. Keep up the good  
  work!   
Year 6B Alister Maltby 
  For your consistent worthwhile contributions in  
  all learning areas this term 
  Harry Warncke 
  For making a big effort to develop our time  
  management and organisation skills this term 

 
 

 

 
 

Mr G, Mrs Gawley, Lystra Miller, Mulan Neal, Faith Richards, 
Brenton Miller, Zoe Van Drie, Talisha Steinberg, Jorjia Jones, 
Paris Cream, Mathew George, Luke Powell   

 
Isaia Mallett, Brodie Alloway, Portia Eden, Kellen Steinberg, 
Kai Greenwood, Sophie Worsnop, Cooper Walsh, Ashlee 
Jones, Ash Summers, Cooper Lynch, Rae Langtree, Rabea 
Watters, Jaz Willams 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

The 5km Charity Event gets bigger and better each year with the 
participants having lots of fun.  
 

All you have to do is join or create a team, choose your favourite 
charity, then register  https://gprcfa.wufoo.eu/forms/2016-5km-
charity-run/  then run/walk/wheelbarrow/push a pram/
whatever the 5km. You can donate directly by using the spon-
sorship form on the Great Pyramid Race website or direct depos-
it using the details below, remembering to include the team 
name or charity or person you are sponsoring.  Teams are en-
couraged to dress up if they want to. 
 

Bank: National Australia Bank            BSB: 084-679         Account 
Number: 84-684-3108 
  

This event is an ideal opportunity for local businesses to build 
staff spirit, promote their business and give back to the  
community. 

Year 6 Humanities Unit 
 
Throughout the term, the year 6 Students have been work-
ing hard to research a country of choice and make compari-
sons to Australia in order to identify the range of diverse 
cultures there are in the world and the impact these cul-
tures have on our country. The children worked consistent-
ly, using their play time and any available free class time to 
complete their project, using Prezi, Google Slides, or cre-
ating dioramas to present their information. On Thursday 
the 16th of June, the children invited their families into 
school both during the day and at night time to present 
their projects, and provide a traditional dish from their se-
lected country.  
 

Well done year 6s! You did a fantastic job! 

https://gprcfa.wufoo.eu/forms/2016-5km-charity-run/
https://gprcfa.wufoo.eu/forms/2016-5km-charity-run/


 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information 

or would like to enrol your child/ren, 

contact details are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: 
oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


