
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Our prayer this week is a challenge to each and 
everyone of us to always strive to give our best 
even when we don’t feel like it.  This is what it 
means to be a Christian—to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus who gave his life for us, even 
though he had doubts and fears (The Agony in 
the Garden).  We are called to put ourselves out 
there and take up this challenge. 
 
P&F Meeting 
Tuesday 20th October at 5.30pm will be 

our next P&F Meeting.  We would love to 
see some new faces.  Our meetings are very 

efficient and usually over within the hour.  
Looking forward to seeing you. 

 

Mrs Arthur on leave 
At the end of the school year, Mrs Arthur will be 
on 2 weeks leave to visit family overseas.  We 
wish her a wonderful time.  Mrs Quagliata (Week 
8) and Mrs King (Week 9) will work in Year 2A 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 

Yarrabah Visit 
On Monday 19th October, myself, Maree Connolly 
and Antoinette Cole from CES will be visiting 
Yarrabah for afternoon tea at the museum at 1pm.  
We look forward to seeing our families to catch up.  
An invitation has been sent home with the 
students last week.  Please let Maree know if you 
are able to attend.   
 
Socktober—Tuesday 27th October 

Children will be able to wear odd socks.  

See APRE news for further details. 
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Prayer for the Week 

Anyway 
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self centred; 

Forgive them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; 

Be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true  

Enemies; 
Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; 
Be honest and frank anyway. 

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; 
Build anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; 
Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; 
Do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough; 
Give the world the best you’ve got anyway. 

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God; 
It was never between you and them anyway. 

(Attributed to Mother Teresa but is actually based on an original poem by Kent 
M Keith) 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Towards 2016 
As we begin our planning for next year, it 

is essential that we have accurate figures 
for our 2016 enrolment.  If your child will 
not be attending St Michael’s next year, 

please let the office know in writing.  As 
our school receives funding based on 

enrolments, accurate information is 
needed.  Please let us know any changes 
as soon as you can. 
 

School commencement – Monday 25 January 

2016 

There has been some confusion arising from media 

coverage relating to the commencement date for 

Term 1 next year. 

The CES Executive Leadership Team has 

determined that schools will commence on Monday 

25 January 2016. This is in line with the 

commencement date for state schools and reflects 

that Term 1 is already a short term of nine weeks 

with Good Friday falling on 25 March. 

It is acknowledged that some of our secondary 

colleges will continue their arrangements for 

staggered starts for some  year levels and the return 

of boarders, but all staff will be expected to be on 

duty on Monday 25 January. 

We regret that media coverage sourced from 

Brisbane may have led to some misunderstandings 

among some staff. This email should now clarify the 

position for schools in the Cairns Diocese. 
 

The Rosary Way 
On Sunday 18th October at 3pm, our parish will 
celebrate the Rosary Way.  This is a great 
opportunity for students to participate in the 
celebration of Mary as Mother of Jesus.  All 
families are invited to attend.  Further information 
is included in Mrs Hession’s page. 
 

Mission Month 
This week is Catholic Mission Month and our 
students are fundraising to support families who 
do not have as much as we do.  A huge thanks to 
Mrs Hession who has been working with the 
students in getting some exciting ideas 
happening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Teachers’ Day 

Friday 30th October is World Teachers’ Day.  

This is a great opportunity for students and 

parents to show appreciation for the great 

work and dedication of staff.  I am very 

grateful to the hard working staff of St 

Michael’s who do such a fabulous job in 

the education of our students. 
 

Day for Daniel 
Friday 30th October is also Day for Daniel, 

organized by the Morcombe Foundation.  
On this day children will be involved in 
student safety discussions.  Children are 
able to wear a red shirt to school on 

this day. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4 
18 Oct Rosary Way 
19 Oct Prep/1 Puppet Show—Sun safety 
25 Oct Rosary Way 
30 Oct All Saints Mass 
  Day for Daniel 
  World Teachers’ Day 
1 Nov All Saints Day 
2 Nov All Souls Day 
11 Nov Remembrance Day 
12 Nov Year 6 to Catholic High School 
  Prep Orientation Morning 
  Bump Up Morning 
20 Nov School Disco 
2 Dec 6pm Year 6 Farewell Mass 
4 Dec 9am Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day—students finish 12noon 
 

Community Prayers 
I am very sad to let you know that over the holidays 
my cousin Peter passed away from his long battle 
with cancer.  Please keep his family in your prayers.  
If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
 

WELCOME! 
 
The St. Michael’s family welcome 
Billy Rollason, a new baby brother 
for Matilda in Prep. Matilda’s Mum, 
Jess, brought Billy into the 
classroom for a special visit 

yesterday.  The Prep A class prayed a blessing 
over Billy and presented the family a gift. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORLD MISSION MONTH, OCTOBER 2015 
“World Mission Month is celebrated every year in every 
country wherever there are Catholics committed to 
building a better world for all of God's people, a world 
where everyone has all they need to live a dignified and 
fulfilling life. It is the month on which we reflect on the 
urgency to proclaim the Gospel in our times. 
Missionary activity is a response to the love with which 
God loves us. God's love is the spiritual energy that can 
make harmony; justice and communion grow among 
persons, races and peoples for which everyone is 
searching.” http://catholicmission.org.au/wmm/about-wmd  
Catholic Mission Month promotes mission in a manner 
appropriate and relevant to students, and gives students 
at St. Michael’s a chance to raise money for those in 
need.  It is a wonderful opportunity for our children to 
recognise the St. Michael’s values of community, faith and 
respect.  The Year 5 students have been enthusiastically 
organising fundraising events for the month of October.  
This week there will be: 

 A bake sale on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 2

nd
 lunch 

 A guess the lolly jar, also Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday 

If you chose to support World Mission Month, send some 
money in with your children on the above days. 
On the 27

th
 October, the whole school is invited to join in 

‘Socktober’.  Children will bring a gold coin donation and 
wear crazy socks, all to raise funds for this good cause. 
 
OCTOBER; THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 
Every year the month of October is dedicated to the Holy 
Rosary.  This Sunday, the Rosary Way will be held at St. 
Michael’s Church; our students are invited to be a part of 
this and a note regarding this went home yesterday to 
children from Years 3-6.   

Students from various year levels are learning 
about the Rosary, and the Year 3 & 4 classes 
will reflect on the Rosary during their Liturgy in 
Week 5.  The Rosary is a scriptural prayer, and 
the month of October gives us the opportunity to 
pray the Rosary as a means to draw closer to 
Jesus and Mary through meditating on our faith 
and faith story.  
 
MAGGIE DENT – ANXIETY IN CHILDREN 
Last week staff attended a professional 
development session run by author, educator 
and parenting specialist Maggie Dent.  The 
session was incredibly valuable and enriching.  
Maggie discussed key stressors for children, 

and gave the following top tips for reducing anxiety in 
children: 
 

 Slow things down & try not to overschedule your 
child’s life 

 Have good routines 

 Soothe your child with safe, loving touch and 
warmth 

 Make time for silence and relaxation every day, this 
could include meditation, laying on the grass 
listening to the sounds around you, listening to 
quiet music. 

 
Maggie also discussed the importance of healthy foods, 
especially for breakfast and in lunchboxes, and the 
benefits of regular physical activity.   
Maggie Dent’s website www.maggiedent.com, or 
following her Facebook account, provides many rich 
resources and practical parenting ideas not only for those 
with children who feel anxious, but also for all parents. 
 
Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://catholicmission.org.au/wmm/about-wmd
http://www.maggiedent.com


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— will be process in week 3. 

Term 4 school fees need to be finalized before 

20th November for report cards to be released. 

We recommend that families are familiar with 

their school fees accounts to avoid overdue 

accounts. If you are experiencing  financial hardship please 

contact us immediately. An appointment must be made with 

Lea Martin, an email will not suffice.  We appreciate if you 

could pay your account as soon as possible or contact Justine to 

arrange an alternate arrangement/payment plan. Families are 

very welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  Please 

be mindful that if you need a financial request on School Fees 

that it may take a few days to be processed.  

 

Prep Packs regarding Prep Orientation Day for 2016 

students and parents will be coming home with existing 

families this Wednesday with their siblings.. New families will 

have them posted home. Prep Orientation  Day is on the same 

day as Bump Up Day on  Thursday 12th November . 
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting their child’s 

absence to the Administration including a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact the 

Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive 

days need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd 

day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Library News Another school year is getting close to the end.  

This means that the library will closed from Friday 20th 

November.  Could you please ensure that all children 

books are returned by this date. 

 

P & F meeting is on Tuesday 20th 

October at 5.30pm  

 
Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to set up a 

Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is some details 

regarding this on the second page of the newsletter or go to the 

link below or click on  to find out more. Great idea if you are 

shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 

 

Netball dresses from the Angel’s and the Doves 

team need to be back at the school  office by the end 

of the week please. 
 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
Every Friday Senior Choir 1.45-2.30pm 
  Practicing for Christmas Carols 
Oct 14th Prep Orientation Day Info Mailed Out 
  Junior Choir 9.35am—10.35am 
  Practice for the Pyramid Retirement Visit 
  Year 6 Graduation Parent Meeting 
  4.45pm Year 6B Room 12 
 15th Year 5 Bake Sale 50c—$1.00 
  School Officers Day 
 18th  Rosary Way @ 3pm in the Church 
 19th Principal visit  to Yarrabah for Parents of  
  Community wishing to join St Michael’s  
  Community School 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th  Socktober, children to wear uniform with crazy  
  socks  for mission fundraising, gold coin donation 
 29th  St Michael’s and St Mary’s String Ensemble 
  Singing around the Nation after first break 
 30th All Saint Mass @ 9.00am  
  World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day red shirts can be  
  worn on this day 
Nov 1st  All Saints Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
 11th Remembrance Day 
 12th  Prep Orientation Day 
  Bump Up Day  Year 1 to Year  6 
  Year 6 to Catholic High Schools Orientation Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
 25th Sacrament of First Reconciliation @ 6pm 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell Mass @ 6pm 
 3rd Senior Graduation Excursion 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 

 

 

 

13th Oct Cooper Walsh 

14th Oct Bella De Gregorio 

15th Oct Brodie Grauf 

  Darcy Henderson 

17th Oct Olivia Bryan 

18th Oct Ella Tracey 

  Taya Fourmile 

  Isabelle Fudala 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  

Could parents please use cup cakes only as 

a classroom celebration, knives are not 

permitted into classrooms for cutting of the 

cake. Thank you for your understanding. 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


 
 

 

Prep A Ash Summers 

  For his enthusiasm towards school and his 

  super positive attitude to learning. You go  

  Champ! 

Year 1A Lucas Huth 

  For working hard to make great choices in 

  class by following the St Michael’s Way 

  Zac Northage 

  For being a great friend to everyone  

  around you and always offering to lend a  

  hand 

Year 1B Tino Madero 

  For working well in class 

  Jake Jerome 

  For working hared to complete set tasks 

Year 2A Bradyn Prien 

  For working hared to complete tasks on  

  time this week, well done! 

  Raphael Bhattacharyya 

  For a fantastic week off self-control and  

  on task behaviour. Keep it up! 

Year 2B Ella Burkin 

  For your insightful participation in   

  discussions this week. What a great start  

  to the term! 

  Chantaya Fourmile 

  For being responsible and reliable    

  classroom helper this week 

Year 3A Abbey Shelley 

  For being a kind and caring class member  

  who always makes the effort to listen  

  attentively when others are speaking 

Year 3B Caitlin Hudson 

  For persisting in creating a very   

  descriptive lightning sentence 

Year 4A Shantali Connolly 

  Always focused and organised for work 

  Jack Savage 

  Outstanding work throughout the week 

Year 5A Mya Horsfall 

  For always working to a high level. Well  

  done Mya! 

  Lystra Miller 

  For making such a great start to her new  

  school. Great work Lystra 

         

         

Year 5B Grace Harlow 

  For your work and consistent efforts in 

  maths 

  Kelly Carter 

  For confidently sharing your ideas with  

  your classmates 

Year 6B Lauren Ots 

  Creating a divine holy symmetrical image  

  of Jesus, “The Protector” Well done! 

 

 

 

Feast of  St. Gerard 
 

 

Saturday 24th October is the annual celebration of 

the Feast of St. Gerard Majella. 

There will be a Mass at St Clare’s Church, Tully at 

2pm to be presided by Fr. Adriano Pittarello, a 

Scalabrinian Priest from Sydney. 

It will be followed by a procession through the 

streets, stalls, cent sale, raffles and BBQ at St. 

Clare’s School. 

Fireworks will commence at 8.30pm.  All welcome. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Eliminate Dengue Update 
 

Eliminate Dengue will be conducting some 

mosquito monitoring over the next few months in 

Gordonvale to check that Wolbachia levels are 

remaining high as expected.  

In 2011, we released Aedes aegypti mosquitoes that 

carry Wolbachia, which is a type of bacteria that 

reduces the mosquitoes’ ability to transmit dengue. 

The mosquitoes then breed with the wild mosquitoes 

and pass on the bacteria to the next generations. 

From the last monitoring, we were pleased to see 

Wolbachia remaining at high levels in the local 

mosquito population and no local dengue 

transmission. 

We conduct periodic monitoring to check if 

Wolbachia is remaining at high levels and over the 

coming months some residents will host a mosquito 

trap on their property. We will service these traps 

weekly over the next 3-4 months. Thank you to 

everyone who has agreed to host a trap - we greatly 

appreciate your support. If you have any questions 

or concerns please contact 1800 811 054 or 

cairns@eliminatedengue.com. For further 

information visit eliminatedengue.com/carins. 

 

 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

mailto:cairns@eliminatedengue.com
http://eliminatedengue.com/carins
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