
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
“If it is true that we are here to help others, what are the 
others here for?” Author unknown. It is quite possible that 
this very question, in times of desperation, might enter 
the heads of parents as they gaze upon their children. It 
is likewise possible, that after years and years of 
repeating questions such as, “Are you out of bed yet?” 
“Have you started your homework yet?” “Have you 
tidied your bedroom yet?” you might decide to adopt 
the motto, “Aim low. Reach your goals. Avoid 
disappointment.” But no! You would never settle for 
mediocrity, for these sometimes undesirable human 
beings are your children, the nation’s next generation:  
you will do nothing short of nurturing them to be the 
best human beings they can possibly be.  
 

So how will we do this? By taking the lead and acting 
from strong positive convictions; leadership is a major 
function of our parenting role. We can never provide 
leadership if we are always reactive and constantly 
responding to crises. When we simply react, it indicates 
that our children have taken the lead and we are 
following; we are following children who have little life 
experience, little wisdom and only a blurred vision of 
where they are going.  
 

Whatever we want our children to be, we have to 
demonstrate it to them and be successful models for 
them, so they can see the benefits of what it is we are 
leading them to be. If we abdicate leadership, we 
deprive our children of guidance and create 
opportunities for perhaps less desirable influences to 
enter their lives; all the more reason for us to be upfront 
leaders.  
 

If we are parents who lead, we can create opportunities 
for our children to thrive. We should never be apologetic 
about demanding high standards. Our children need us 

to set standards and clearly define boundaries within 
which there is freedom for our children to make positive 
choices  
about their intended achievements and their social 
responsibilities. We assume leadership in this area, 
because we are more experienced, knowledgeable and 
wise. To be successful in this area, we need to be 
relaxed, warm and accepting whilst still being firm and 
insistent.  
 

We parents can never expect to have total “guidance 
control” of our children; however, we can ensure that 
they stay well within our influence. Through our 
consistency they will have a conscience for life that will 
ensure that they bring balanced considerations to 
important decision making. Like us, our children will be 
confronted with situations where the outcome is difficult 
to decide; indecision should never lead to inaction. 
When we are faced with tough choices, we need to 
brace ourselves, choose what we consider to be the best 
way forward and set about it in a positive manner.  
 

 As Christian parents, we have been invited by God, to 
lead our children to grow into confident, considerate, 
genuine adults who are committed to live lives based 
upon Christian principles and values.  
 

Pupil Free Day 
This Thursday 21st July is a Pupil Free Day for Catholic 
primary schools in the Cairns area.  This day is used by 
teachers for Consistency of Teacher Judgement 
(moderation).  This meeting allows teachers to get 
together with teachers from the same year levels to look 
at student work samples and to moderate the 
assessment and ensure consistency in marking. 
 
Cairns Show Holiday 
Friday 22nd July is the Cairns Show Holiday and there is 
no school on that day. 
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Prayer for the Week 
“God our Father,  

     We thank You for the gift of life.  

     Help us to be attentive to the needs of our children.  

     Help us to lead them to wise choices about their lives.  

     We ask that the gifts of wisdom, right judgement and courage be 

strong within us.    Amen.” 



 
 

Mulgrave Track and Field Carnival 
Congratulations to all children who competed in last Friday’s 
Interschool Sports Carnival. The day was a success with the 
students from St Michael’s doing very well. 
 

Catholic Education Week 
Next week all Catholic schools throughout Queensland will be 
celebrating Catholic Education Week. This year’s theme is 
“Opening Doors in the Year of Mercy”.   
 

Celebrations throughout the week will reflect the Year of 
Mercy, drawing on the symbolism that Catholic schools ‘open 
doors’ for others. Our school will be participating in the 
following activities throughout the week: 
Monday—Assembly Prayer focusing on Catholic Education 
Week 
Thursday—Diocesan Mass at St Monica’s Cathedral—our year 
6 students will be attending 
Friday—Celebrate Learning Day for Years 3 to 6 and an Under 
8’s day for Prep to year 2.  
We invite parents to get involved with us throughout this week 
and join in our celebrations particularly the celebrations on the 
Friday. 
 

Normanhurst College 
Each year, Year 9 students from Loreto Normanhurst Girls 
College in Sydney visit St Michael’s as part of their yearly 
excursion.  The students work with our children, as well as 
helping out in the library.  Their visit will be in Week 4 of this 
term. 
 

Radio Station Visit 
As mentioned last week the radio station Star 102.7 have 
rescheduled a time to do their breakfast show at our school. 
Dave and Inkie will now be here at St Michael’s on Thursday 
July 28th July between 7am and 9am.  
 

The broadcast will involve some of our students being given 
the opportunity to speak on air throughout the morning. At 
7:45 the school choir will be performing. At 8am and 8:30am 2 
students will be presenting the weather. At 8:20am one of our 
students will also be participating in “Are you smarter than 
Inkie?” Star 102.7 will also be supplying a healthy breakfast 
and providing giveaways throughout the morning. 
 

Teacher Release 
All fulltime teachers within Catholic schools are entitled to the 
equivalent of 2 hours per week for Planning, Preparation and 
Correction time. At St Michael’s one hour of this time is used 
for teacher release each week. During this time Mrs Kylie 
Schmerl teaches the Arts which includes drama, music and 
dance. The other hour is banked which therefore entitles each 
teacher to receive a further 6 days and 4 hours of release time 
throughout the year. Please note that on occasions when 
teachers are absent from classes they are taking this release 
time to which they are entitled.  
 

The relief teacher who replaces the teacher from the room is 
expected to follow the teacher’s plan so there is no major 
disruption to class teaching whenever the teacher is absent. 
Absences could be for various reasons including Planning, 
Preparation and Correction time release, a teacher away at an 
in-service, or on occasions teachers are absent due to sick 
leave or long service leave.  

Important Dates for Term 3 
21 July Pupil Free Day 
22 July Cairns Show Holiday 
25-29 July—Catholic Education Week 
29 July—Under 8’s day  
 Celebrate learning Year 3 to 6 
 Docemus Awards 
10 Aug—Wonders of Living Parent Information Session 
14 Aug—First Eucharist 8am 
15 Aug—Feast of Assumption (whole school mass) 
16 Aug—P&F Meeting 
26 Aug– Fowlers U/12 Netball  
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills (Netball) 
Competitions  
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for Chenisha Yeatman (year 5) and her  family. 

Chenisha’s brother was tragically killed in a car accident over 

the weekend. Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let the 

perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace.  

 If anyone has anything which they would like mentioned in 
our community prayers, please let me know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

From the Principal continued 

 St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 

APRE THOUGHTS 
 

Sunday’s readings and homily at 
Church spoke to us of two really 
important issues - hospitality and 
contemplation. With recent world 
events, it is easy to feel that our world is in 
a bad place.  Through focusing on the 

ideas of hospitality and contemplation we can make room 
for a little more love in the world, and open the doors to 
mercy. 
 

The reading on Sunday tells us about Jesus visiting Mary 
and Martha.  Martha is busy making sure she plays the 
host, prepares food and makes Jesus comfortable.  Mary 
doesn’t attend to these tasks but rather sits with Jesus 
and listens. 
 

Luke 10:38-42New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)  
Jesus Visits Martha and Mary 

38 
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain 

village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her home. 
39 

She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 

Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 
40 

But 

Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to 

him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 

left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help 

me.” 
41 

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you 

are worried and distracted by many things; 
42 

there is 

need of only one thing.
[a]

 Mary has chosen the better part, 

which will not be taken away from her. 

Looking closer at this reading we can apply this to our 
own life.  How many times have we rushed around to 
make sure tasks were complete, homes were clean, jobs 
ticked off?  What if we gave ourselves and those around 
us the gift of contemplation and true hospitality? 
 

Hospitality is more than serving food.  The essence of 
hospitality is presence.  The truly hospitable person is one 
who offers the gift of time, attention and interest. (Living 
well media) 
 

This week I invite you to give the gift of time, presence 
and interest to those in your life. 
 

In keeping with our focus on opening doors and extending 
true hospitality, all family and friends are invited to a very 
special event next Friday July 29

th
. 

As part of our Catholic Education Week celebrations, 
children are inviting ‘someone special that they know 
belongs to them’ to our school to be a part of our Parent 
Wellbeing Expo. 

 
Parish and School involvement – The Great Pyramid 
Race 
 

This year the Parish and School are supporting 
connection to the wider Gordonvale community by helping 
to organise participation in both the Charity Run and 5km 
Race. 
 

The race is held on Saturday August 13
th
.  Participants 

from the school and Parish will have the option to wear a 
St. Michael’s sports shirt (tank) to show they are part of 
our group. 
 

If you or your child is interested in joining either of these 
groups please contact: 
CHARITY RUN:  Mr. Hugh O’ Brien.  405663629   
hobrienrll@hotmail.com 
5KM Race: Sarah Hession  40561614   
shession@cns.catholic.edu.au  
 

After contacting either myself or Hugh, you will then need 
to register and pay for yourself.  This can be done via the 
Pyramid Race website http://www.pyramidrace.com.au/ .  
The cost for the Charity race is $20 adult, $5 per child.  
The 5km race costs $30 adult, $20 child. 
 

It would be wonderful to see lots of people join in the fun! 
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 

 

 

Parent Wellbeing Expo Information 

9 am – 
12 noon 
(Drop in 
at any-
time) 

Coffee, tea, cakes and wellbeing 
resources shared by Alyce Cahill 
and Sarah Hession.  In Library 
  

9am – 
1.30pm 

Under 8’s Day and Year 3-6      
Celebrate Learning Day 
Please feel free to join the activities 
that your children are participating in 

1.15pm Zumba class in the Hall. 
Your child will be on lunch break if 
you would like to invite them to join 
in the fun with you! 

2pm How to engage young readers in 
stories.  Miss Colleen will share 
her marvelous gift of reading with 
children and give parents ideas and 
strategies for doing this at home. 
This will be held in the Early Years 
Learning Support room. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A38-42#fen-NRSV-25398a
mailto:hobrienrll@hotmail.com
mailto:shession@cns.catholic.edu.au
http://www.pyramidrace.com.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES Ter m 3 school fees will be 

processed in the third week of term, Friday 29th 

July. Please contact the office if you have 

recently changed you email address. Thank you. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care 

Card/Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 

discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 

dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the Office 

to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you are 

already receiving the HCC discount, it is the owner of the HCC 

to keep your card details and expiry up to date with the 

administration office to receive your discount next term. If you 

have any enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be 

emailed to  Justine on  email address 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your  children are away dur ing 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child is 

away from school. If you have directly informed your teacher 

you will also need to contact the administration. Families can 

simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. If your 

child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time due 

to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request a letter 

either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you for your  

co-operation with this matter. A reminder that if your child/ren 

are absent for more than two consecutive days a medical 

certificate is required for administration.  

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. All parents and carers are also 

required to sign in at the front desk for a visitors pass. Thank 

you for your help with this. Please see Dorina in the Office for 

the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

Found—Child’s glasses with lime green and grey stems. 

Pick up at the office.  

 

Reminder that tomorrow Thursday 21st July is a pupil 

free day. There is a public holiday for the Cairns Show 

day on Friday 22nd July. See you all back nice and rested 

on Monday 25th July. 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Keep on smiling and be kind. 

Justine Hind  

 

CALENDAR 2016  
 
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
Mon 25th Catholic Education Week 
  Prayer at Assembly 
Thur 28th Year 6 Students Attending Mass at the Cathedral  
Until 30th 
Thurs 28th Star 102.7 School Breaky Show Visit 
Friday 29th Opening Doors Under 8’s group activities  
  Year 3-6 Social and Emotional Expo 
  Parents Day Celebrations  
August  Week 4 Loreto Year 9 Students Visit St Michael’s 
Thur 4th Fowlers Netta  Netball Under 10’s 
Wed 10th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sat 13th  Pyramid Race and Country Fair 2016 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Puberty Talks  Yr 5-6 
Fri 26th  Fowlers Cup Netball Under/12 
 
September 
Fri 3rd  Year 3 Assembly Mass 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Fri 9th  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016 

 
 

 

Finance: Term 3 Fees will be sent home 

via email on Friday 29th July. If there 

are any changes to email addresses 

please contact the Office. Thank you.  

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 
 

Prep A  Will Powell 
  For breaking his own PB record this week by  
  finishing The Top 5. Congratulations Will!  
Prep B  Nina Piccolo 
  Being persistent writer in class 
  Lacey Burkin 
  Excellent story writing—being a good author 
Year 1A Ashton Jansen 
  For working hard to complete all class tasks. You 
  are a great role model to your peers 
  Inca—Rose Jago 
  For always following the St Michael’s Way and  
  being a great leader for your peers 
Year 1B Braydon Hutchins 
  For working well in maths. Your number line  
  work is great 
  Chae Weidner  
  For making an excellent start to Term 3. You are  
  settled, on task and learning 
Year 2A Flynn Tessier 
  For showing excellent organisation and listening  
  skills. Great start to Term 3! 
Year 2B Mia—Bella Marsh 
  For sharing your brilliant ideas in the “Giant of  
  Ginger Hills Shoes” discussion! 
  Isabella Fudala 
  For showing great persistence in Maths and  
  working tough until you got it. Well done! 
Year 3A Brooklyn Wallwork 
  For your persistent attitude towards your work 
  everyday. You strive to do your best with all  
  class tasks 
  Thomas Curley 
  For starting Term 3 with a bang! Keep up the  
  great attitude towards your work! 
Year 3B Sienna Hodgson 
  For a great start to the term. Keep up the good  
  work! 
Year 4A Allan Toohey 
  Showing initiative in helping to organise in the  
  classroom   
 

 
 

 
Year 4A Phoenix Grieves 
  Doing a great job in following direction in Art  
  lessons 
Year 5A Kai Lyons– Wilson 
  For quiet and respectful attitude toward learning 
  Christian Nucifora 
  A great start toward Term 3 
Year 6B Conor Whitby 
  Mathew Hudson 
  For working cooperatively and effectively to  
  design and build a champion raft during school   
  Camp 
 

Kyle Horwood—Cale Gravagna—Ashton Jansen—Evie 
Gravagna—Ava Horsfall—Michael Horwood—Bree Pendrigh— 
Phoebe Bloomfield— Ava McIntyre—Ashman Singh 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Danielle Worsnop—Chenisha Yeatman 
  Corey De Gregorio—Ryan Hanselmann 



St. Michael’s Sports News 
Mulgrave Athletics 
 
Congratulations to our 40 children who 
represented St. Michael’s very well last Friday 
at the Mulgrave Athletics Day. Their effort, 
behaviour and team spirit was an example for 

all other schools. St Michael’s improved their result from last 
year and finished with more points. 
 

 

 

 

   

Mulgrave Representatives 

Well done to the following students who have qualified to 
represent Mulgave at the Peninsula Trials at Barlow Park later 
this term: 
 

Marley Wagner -    1st  in the 11 year boys 800m       
Lystra Miller      -    2nd in the 11 year girls 100m 

3rd in the 11 year girls 200m 
Jesse Ziegler    -    1st in the 10 year boys 800m 

                   -    1st in the 10 year boys 200m 
 
Really Good Relay Teams 
Congratulations to our 10 year boys who finished second in the 
4 x 100m Circular Relay. The 4 boys in this team were Jesse 
Ziegler, Cohen Stoute. Samuel Grauf and Brady Stanfield. 
 
Our 11 year girls also finished second. The 4 girls in this team 
were Lystra Miller, Madison Azzopardi, Jasmin Maggs and 
Rickell Andrews. 
 
These were amazing efforts as our students were unable to 
correctly practise for this event, with our limited space on our 
oval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GROWING SUGAR CANE AT ST MICHAEL’S 

 

One hundred years ago 

sugar cane was grown 

where the school now stands 

by the family who sold the 

land to the Catholic Church.  

To give children an 

understanding on how sugar 

cane grows a number of our 

students planted some sticks 

of sugar cane. Our first 

attempt wasn’t successful so 

later Coby and Paris planted 

some more.  They had to lay 

it flat and cover it up with 

dirt.   The cane grew and in 

time became very tall and 

healthy. Children fertilised 

it with liquid generated from 

our worm farm.   

 

Each year St Michael’s submits fruit and vegetables into the 

Cairns Show so along with corn, beans, eggplant and capsicum 

we have entered our sugar cane. We are competing against 

veteran cane farmers so to look our best, Grace, Isaia and Kiana 

cleaned each stick ensuring all dirt and dust was wiped away.  

Mr Hession took our sugar cane along side that of local farmers 

into the show so now we will just wait and see how we went. 

The children enjoyed the experience of learning about how to 

grow and harvest sugar cane.  Mrs Anderson 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

July 

18th Rylan Jansen 

21st Richard Demas 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 
  

2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge  
Exciting news the Premier’s Reading    Challenge start-

ed on the 16th of May!! All students in the school are 

welcome to participate. Students have till the 29th of 

August to read a cer tain number  of books. For  Prep 

to Year 2 to read or experience 20 books, Years 3 and 4 

to read 20 books and Year 5 and 6 to read 15 books. 

 

All you need to do is fill in the school reader record 

form.  Your teacher will have a copy for you.  If you 

complete the challenge, hand your completed form in to 

the library or your teacher.  Library staff will enter your 

details and you will receive a certificate from the Prem-

ier for your efforts, so make sure your name is spelt cor-

rectly and easy for staff to read. 

 

This is a great way to boost children’s literacy skills by 
encouraging students to read widely for pleasure and 
learning, to develop their imagination, and to cultivate 
a passion for literature.  Let’s all get involved in this ex-
citing challenge!! 

  

GROUP 1 KINDY VACANCY (as of 6/06/16) 

 

Edmonton Community Kindergarten offers a play 

based pre-Prep program and has a position       

available in Group 1 this year (Monday, Tuesday 

and alternate Wednesdays).  All children attend 

sessions from 8.35am until 2.45pm each day.    

Children must be turning 4 before the end of June 

this year to be eligible for Kindy. 

 

• Fees are $28 per day.  Subsidies are available 

 for eligible  families and can reduce daily 

 fees. 

• Kindy membership fee is $5 per family. 

 Maintenance/mowing levy is $40 per term, 

per child. 

 

Please call the Kindy on 4055 4402 or visit the 

Kindy at 19 Hartill Street, Edmonton for all       

enquiries. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information or 

would like to enrol your child/ren, contact de-

tails are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


