
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
As we have recently commemorated the 100th 
Anniversary of ANZAC Day, I thought that it was 
an appropriate time to stop and reflect on the 
sacrifice made by so many men and women to 
provide us with the freedom and security we 
now enjoy today.  We thank God for their 
courage and we pray for continued peace in our 
land. 
Today, I also continue with the next article 
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community 
 

BE COMMUNITIES SUSTAINED BY LIFE 

GIVING RELATIONSHIPS 

Our schools are genuine communities founded on 

relationships which are based on shared beliefs and 

common goals. 

Catholic schools are more than places of learning.  

They are genuine communities where positive 

relationships are actively developed and strengthened 

by shared beliefs, Gospel values and common goals.  

The relational nature of Catholic education will be 

seen as its greatest strength and will be developed at 

individual, school and system levels through both 

formal and informal processes. 

St Michael’s School highly values positive 

relationships with students and parents.  These 

relationships are based on our shared values of faith, 

learning, respect, trust and community.  Our 

behaviour management policy, called our ‘Positive 

Relationships Policy’ is based on the understanding 

that building relationships with students is the key to 

establishing a learning culture within our 

classrooms.   

 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2016.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 
will begin interviews in Term 2.  If you know of 
any families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 
please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
 
Dance fever 
This term all students will participate in the 
Dancefever program which fulfills our 
requirements in the area of Dance in the subject, 
the Arts.  This program will run on Tuesdays 
throughout Term 2 and culminate in a 
performance for parents.  A huge thanks to the 
P&F who subsidize the cost of this program for 
parents. 
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Prayer for the Week 
ANZAC DAY PRAYER 
God of love and liberty, 

We bring our thanks today for the peace and security we enjoy, 

We remember those who in time of war faithfully service their country. 

We pray for their families, and for ourselves whose freedom was won at such 

a cost. 

Make us a people zealous for peace, and hasten that day when nation shall 

not lift up sword against nation neither learn war any more. 

This we pray in the name of the one who gave his life for the sake of the 

world: 

Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

ANZAC Reflections Concert 
Students from St Michael’s were involved in the 
Diocesan ANZAC Reflections Concert during 
last week.  These girls—Lydia Ziegler, Lydia 
Taylor, Chloe Davison, Kasey Smith and Caitlin 
Richards represented our school beautifully and 
the concert was a fantastic production.  A huge 
thanks to Mrs Schmerl, for her organisation and 
support of the students involvement. The 
picture below is the plaques which were 
completed by every student and staff member 
in Catholic Education. 

ANZAC DAY 

St Michael’s School had a fantastic turn 

out for the Gordonvale Anzac Day March.  I 
was really proud of the great effort of all 
children, particularly our older students 

who represented us in such a respectful 
way.  St Michael’s had the largest single 
group representation on the day which 

highlights our great community spirit.  A 
huge thanks to the staff who came along to 

offer their support.  I have included a 
couple of great photos from the day. 

 

 
Michael Mangan Concert 
On Thursday 30th April at 1.40pm one of our 
favourite writers of religious music will present a 
concert for our students.  This will be lots of fun 
and parents are welcome to come along and join 
in. 
 

Mothers Day Stall 

The Mothers Day Stall will be WEDNESDAY 

6th May.  A huge thanks to Ngaire Shelley 

for her organization of this stall. 

 

Bravehearts Presentation 
Our students will have a Bravehearts Presentation 
on Thursday 7th May at 10am.  The aim of this is to 
promote child safety within our community.  
Parents are welcome to attend. 

 

Important Dates Term 2 
30 April—Michael Mangan Concert 
1 May—Mothers Day Stall Donation Day 
6 May—Mothers Day Stall 
7 May—Bravehearts Presentation at 10am 
10 May—Mothers Day 
11 May—St Monica’s & St Augustine’s visit at 
8.45am 
12-14 May—NAPLAN Testing 
18 May—Prep & Year 1 Puppet Show—Healthy 
Eating 
19 May—Parent Education Sessions on Maths 
with Dot Shea 
22 May— Pentecost Whole School Mass 
27 May—National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
29 May—Yr 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
3 June—Student Principal for a Day 
8 June—Queens Birthday Holiday 
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St Michael’s Staff visit Yarrabah Museum 
Last Wednesday, the staff of St Michael’s visited the 
local museum in the Yarrabah community.  This was 
a wonderful opportunity for staff to learn more 
about the history of the community and to see some 
of the beautiful art work which has been produced 
by members of the community.  We were very 
grateful to Elverina Johnson for her time in telling us 
so much about the history and major events.  We 
hope that during NAIDOC Week celebrations that 
some of our Yarrabah families who have such 
wonderful gifts in the area of the arts will share 
these with our students.  A huge thanks to 
Antoinette Cole, Carmel Kelly and Luke Brown from 
the Catholic Education Office who joined us for this 
visit.  The school has purchased a copy of this 
excellent reference book on the history of the 
Yarrabah community and it can be borrowed from 
the library. 

 
Indigenous Liaison Officer 
Last week Mr Darren Miller resigned from his 
position as Indigenous Liaison Officer for St 
Michael’s School.  Over the weekend we placed 
an advertisement in the Cairns Post and we are 
looking at having the position filled as soon as 
possible.  Thank you for your patience as we 
move through this process. 
 
 

Student Absences 
It is essential that parents notify the school 
office of any student absence.  If the teacher is 
notified and happens to be absent for the day, 
the office is unaware of the notification.  You 
can do this by phone or email.  Also if a student 
is absent for more than two consecutive days, a 
medical certificate is required by the office on 
the third day.  I thank all parents in advance for 
your support with this. 
 
Change of contact details 
If you have changed phone numbers, addresses, 
etc, it is essential that you notify the office 
immediately as if there is an emergency we may 
need to contact you. 
 
Staff on Long Service Leave this year 

7 May to 9 June—Mrs Poke 
21-28 May—Mrs Clarke (Miss Melissa will 
replace Mrs Clarke in the library whilst Mrs 

Janene Anderson replaces Miss Melissa) 
19-26 June—Mrs Rick (Mrs Hession and 

Mrs Drew will act in this role and Mrs Poke 
will be teaching in Year 4 and 6) 
10 August—18 September—Mrs Martin 

(Mrs Rick will replace Mrs Martin as Acting 
Principal.  Mrs Hession and Mrs Drew will 
support Mrs Rick and Mrs Poke will teach 

in Year 4 and 6) 
7-18 September—Mrs Fedorov (Mrs King 

will teach in Prep) 
5-30 October—Miss Colleen (Mrs Steinberg 
will be working in Prep) 

6-13 October—Mrs Rick (Mrs Hession and 
Mrs Drew will act in this role and Mrs Poke 

will be teaching in Year 4 and 6) 
6-16 October—Mrs Fedorov (Mrs King will 
teach in Prep) 
 
Community Prayers 
We continue to pray for my cousin Peter who is 
battling cancer.  If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

 
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 

 

ANZAC DAY:  The students of St 

Michael’s gathered together at assembly 

last Friday to remember the ANZACs and 

the ANZAC spirit of honor, mateship, 

courage and sacrifice.  The service involved 

the work of all the students together. 

At St Michael’s all the students from 

Grades 4-6 constructed a simple cross, and 100 of these were 

mounted on a banner to represent the 100 year anniversary.  For 

Christians, the cross is also a symbol of hope and love that 

comes from great sacrifice.   

The Grades 2 & 3 students made poppies and these were also 

mounted on a banner to represent the fields of poppies along the 

Western Front.  The poppies are to show that we remember 

their sacrifice and are dedicated to work towards a world of 

peace. 

The Grades 1 and Prep students made wreaths of remembrance 

from their handprints to represent how we work together to 

bring hope to the world, like Jesus did. 

Many thanks to the Spirit Committee, who assisted in leading 

the service.  What wonderful leadership they model. 

Lest we forget. 

 

MICHAEL MANGAN: This Thursday, we have singer, 

songwriter and friend to St Michael’s, Michael Mangan visiting.  

Michael will be holding a concert for the students in the 

Church at 1:40 pm. 
 

MOTHERS DAY: The annual St Michael’s Mothers Day stall 

will be held on Wednesday May 6.   

This Friday, is the donation day for the Mothers Day Stall.  

Students are able to come to school in sun-smart, casual clothes 

and donate either a gold coin or a new gift to the stall. 

This is a wonderful initiative run by Ngaire Shelley and a team 

of helpers as part of the Parent Support Group.  The stall was 

originally set up to provide students with an opportunity to 

select a small gift in appreciation of their loving Mums and has 

since become a wonderful tradition at the school.  If you are 

able to assist by giving some time to running the stall, please 

either contact the school office or Ngaire.  Any time you can 

give is greatly appreciated and I can guarantee you will get a 

kick from watching the faces of the students. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM: The Sacramental program 

commences this term.  All Grade 4 students will receive 

information next week.  If you have children in Grades 5 & 6 

that you would like to include in the Program for Baptism, 

Confirmation and First Eucharist (First Communion) please 

contact me via the Office. 

 

Confirmation: Tuesday June 23 

First Eucharist: Sunday September 13 

 

Enjoy this wonderful week, 

Lyndal Rick 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

Beautiful Weather! 

What an amazing day on ANZAC Day, 

we have some lovely photos of the 

children and parents who participated. 

 

School Fees will be processed in week 3 this Term. 

Please contact the office before week 3 if you need 

financial assistance, an appointment needs to be made 

with Lea Martin and forms completed for arrangement. 
 

Absent/Late Children/Specialists/Visitors and Volunteers 

MUST be reported to the Administration Office at all times 

This is a legal requirement for Health and Safety. Please be 

mindful when emailing or phoning in sick children to note your 

child/children’s class number eg 3A, 5B, Prep A etc. 
 

Please update your email, phone numbers or change of address 

constantly with Dorina or Justine for correspondence. Emailing 

or phoning this information  is perfect. 
 

Enrolments for 2016 Dorina has started to ring families for an 

interview for Prep 2016. Please ensure that you have your 

enrolment package completed and to the office to arrange an 

appointment. They are taking place this term. Don’t miss out! 
 

Could I please ask that parents are mindful of reporting to 

the Administration on their children absences, even if it is 

to do with a sporting or performing event. 

 

Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

Children who are sick , parents need to contact the Office 

Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive days 

need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd day. 

Emergency Contact details need to be updated 
 

Have a wonderful week! 

 
 

 PLEASE NOTE IMPORTANT CHANGES 

 

Notice of Changed Bus Route – Pyramid Estate, 

Maitland Road & Redbank Road – P1810 

PYRAMID SCHOOL SERVICE  
 

Commencing Monday 27th April 2015,  

 

Morning Bus Route  

 

Redbank Road, Maitland Road, Fisher Park, Lucas 

St, Fisher Road, Murphy St, opposite Wiltshire Dr, 

before  Haines St and Sun Bus Stop opposite the Vet 
 

Afternoon Bus Route  
 

Near the Vet, Opposite Haines St, Wilshire Drive, 

Lucas St, Fisher Road, Murphy St, Opposite Fisher 

Park, Maitland Road & Redbank Road  
  

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
  2016 Prep Enrolments Begin 
April 28th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th  Michael Mangan Concert 
May 1st  Mother’s Day Donation Day—Gold Coin 
  FREE DRESS—Casual/Sunsmart/Closed Shoes 
 6th Mother’s Day Stall—All day$2 & $5 gifts 
 8th  Prep Assembly 
 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
  St Augustine's Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 15th  Year 6 Ascension Assembly 
 19th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
 28th Year 5/6 Liturgy 
 29th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
  Year 5 Trinity Sunday 
June 4th Year 3/4 Eucharistic Liturgy 
 5th Free Dress Day—Relay For Life Gold Coin  
  Donations 
  Year 3 Assembly 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 11th Year 2 Liturgy 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
  Year 2 Assembly 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 18th Year 1 Liturgy 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
  Year 1 Assembly 
  NAIDOC Day 
 23rd  Confirmation @ 6pm 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 



 

 

Prep A Odin D’Orchimont 

  For persistently trying hared to do 

  his best. You are a Champ! 

Prep B Brayden Hutchins 

  Having his work completed, being 

  on task and trying his very best 

Year 1A Erin Quirk  

  For trying  your best to completer 

  your work. Fantastic job! 

  Kaywahnee Sands-Thomas 

  For trying your best in all your work.  

  Fantastic! 

Year 1B James Evans 

  For always doing your best in all activities. 

  You are a Star! 

Year 2B Anthony Marsh 

  Kyle Horwood 

  For approaching all work tasks this week  

  with great persistence. What an awesome  

  start to Term 2 

Year 3A Todd Bounghi  

  For a great start to Term 2. You have  

  been on task all week and you have been  

  trying your best. Great work! 

Year 3B Ashlee Jones 

  For being an active member of our class  

  and contributing lots of interesting ideas 

Year 4A Coby Cream 

  Making consistent effort in making good  

  decisions in getting along with others 

  Lily Smith 

  Ruby Greenwood  

  For showing initiative in creating a   

  beautiful Peace Garden 

Year 5A Mark Finn 

  For your excellent start to Term 2 

  You are working hard and doing good 

Year 5B Sally Hitchings 

  Consistently trying your best in all   

  activities. Your beautiful manners 

  Isaia Mallett 

  Your enthusiastic participation in class  

  activities. You are always willing to share  

  your ideas with the class 

Year 6A Imogen Harris 

  For your great presentation skills and  

  confidence to share your USA Holiday  

  with our class 

 

 

Year 6B Taylor Wright 

  Amazing growth and achievement ia all 

  learning areas, including multiplication 

  facts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep A Archer Williams 

Year 1A Ellie Greenwood 

Year 1B Emma Phelps 

Year 2A Rylan Dennis 

Year 2B Rylan Jansen 

Year 3A Evie Gravagna 

Year 5A Mya Horsfall 

Year 5B Cooper Stoute 

Year 6A Saffron Thomas 

Year 6B Cordeau Jackson 

 



 

 
 

 
 





St. Michael’s Sports News 
Mulgrave Representatives  

Touch Football 
Congratulations to Kasey Smith, Kerra 

Steinberg, Alec Mann, Marlgun Wagner and Charlie 

Brain for making the Mulgrave Girls and Boys Touch 

Football Teams.  

 

In a few weeks time the will get to play in the 

Peninsula Championships against all the other teams in 

our District. Well done and it was great that you went 

to represent your school and will now represent for 

your district. 

  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

Give away to good homes About 13 weeks old. 

3 females left.  

Please phone Lisa on 0427184661. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

20th Apr Mason Burrows 

21st Apr Faith Richards 

  Kyan Stanfield 

23rd Apr Erin Quirk 

24th Apr Kai Greenwood 

  Christian Nucifora 

26th Apr Cooper Cheshire 

27th Apr Harry Dunstone 

29th Apr Mandilee Ashworth-Beard 

  Baide Camp 

  Archer Williams 

30th Apr Paddy Bassini 

3rd May Inca-Rose Jago 

  Brooklyn Wallwork 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins! 


