
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
This Sunday we celebrate Mothers Day.  What 
wonderful people mothers are—selfless, giving, 
loving, the list could go on and on.  Let’s stop 
and thank God for our own mothers and pray a 
special blessing for them this week.  Happy 
Mothers Day to all our mums and grandmas! 
Today, I also continue with the next article 
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community. 
 

BE WELCOMING TO ALL WHO SEEK TO 

SHARE THEIR LIFE 

Our schools will engage with people wherever they 

are in their lives and faith journeys. 

Catholic schools of the future will continue the work 

of the Second Vatican Council which sought to open 

the Church to the world and to engage with people 

where they are in both their lives and their faith 

journeys.  In times of great material and spiritual 

need, our schools will continue their outreach to 

those who will most benefit by their service. 

St Michael’s School strives to provide a warm 

welcome for all families who seek to share in our 

community life.  Through our life giving 

relationships, St Michael’s School reaches out to the 

wider community to offer support in a variety of 

charitable ways as well as being inclusive of 

members of our school community who need our 

support and care.  Over the past few years, a number 

of staff, students and families have been welcomed 

into the Catholic Church and we support our 

students through their sacramental programs. 
 

Prep 2015 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2015.  I 
would ask all existing families to please collect an 
enrolment package as soon as possible as I have 
begun interviews this term.  Don’t miss out on a 
place for your child!! 
 
Casual School Officers 
Congratulations to Christine Steinberg, Michelle 
Collins and Janene Anderson who were the 
successful applicants for the casual school officer 
position.  Thank you to everyone who applied, 
your interest in St Michael’s is very much 
appreciated. 
 
Mothers Day Stall 

The Mothers Day Stall will be held on 
Thursday.  Children will be able to 

purchase a gift for either $2 or $5.  A huge 
thanks to Ngaire for her coordination of 
this stall. 
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Prayer for the Week 
 A blessing and prayer tribute to all mothers  

"Blessed be all mothers who have come into our lives 

Whose kindness, care and loving remain with us to guide. 

Your inspiration in us made us strive in every way 

Especially to remember helping others makes our day. 

Mothers, this little tribute flows directly from my heart 

You are so loved and cherished invaluable, one and all, you are. 

Susan Kramer 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Important Dates for Term 2 
8 May—Mothers Day Stall 
9 May—Mulgrave Cross Country  - DATE 
CHANGE 
13-15 May—NAPLAN Tests 
21 May—National Simultaneous Story Reading 
Day 
5 June—Year 3-7 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
6 June—Whole School Pentecost Mass 
9 June—Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
10 June—Yr 2-4 Excursion 
13 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
20 June—Yr 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ 
Johnstone Park 
20 June—Report cards posted 
24 June—NAIDOC celebrations 
24 June—Confirmation 6pm 
27 June—Last day of term 
 

School Uniforms 

With the colder weather on us, it is a timely 

reminder to all parents that the ONLY coloured 

jumper which can be worn to school is maroon.  

Jumpers can be purchased from the uniform shop or 

any maroon jumper is allowed.  Students wearing 

incorrect jumpers will be reminded of correct 

uniform.  Thank you in anticipation on your support 

with this matter. 

Shoes—a reminder that black shoes should be worn 

with the day uniform and on sports days white 

joggers are permitted.  Joggers should not be fluro or 

bright in overall colour.   
 

Mulgrave Cross Country 

We wish our runners all the best for the Mulgrave 

Cross Country on Friday.  These students are now 

heading off to the next level—tough competition.  

Best wishes to all.  Thanks to Mr Gravagna for his 

coordination and organization. 
 

Wizard of Oz Excursion 
The students from Year 1, Year 5, 5/6 and 7 
will be attending the St Mary’s performance of 
the Wizard of Oz on Friday.  This is a great 
cultural experience for our students and thanks 
to Mrs Schmerl for her organization of this. 
 

Workplace Health and Safety Audit 

This Wednesday, St Michael’s will undergo 

it’s annual WHS Audit.  This is to ensure 
that we continue to comply with all safety 

regulations pertaining to the education 

sector. 
 

St Michael’s Angels Netball Team 
Our older girls have had the opportunity to try out 
for the St Michael’s Angels Netball Team.  The 
team has been selected and these girls have 
committed themselves to regular training and 
representing the school at various events.  A huge 
thanks to Kim McCormack and Justine Hind who 
coach and manage the team.  We appreciate your 
support greatly. 
 

NAPLAN TESTS 
Just a reminder that children in Years 3, 5 and 
7 will be sitting the NAPLAN tests on Tuesday 
13th, Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th May.  
It is important that during this time children get 
adequate rest and nutrition to maximize their 
abilities.  Whilst these tests are an important 
part of a whole school testing program, they 
need to be considered in light of the fact that 
they are ‘one-off’ tests and should be 
considered in relation to other assessment 
completed throughout the year. 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for the Neal family who have a family 
member very ill in hospital.  We pray for Desley 
Luxton, a past parent who is unwell.  We pray for 
Trish Nash, a principal colleague diagnosed with 
cancer. If anyone has anything which they would 
like mentioned in our community prayers, please let 
me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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This year St Michael's School is entering a dance troupe 

into the Cairns Eisteddfod in July. Students in years 4-7 
have been informed of the event and have been partak-

ing in dance choreography practise and technique during 
play times.   

On Thursday and Friday the 8th and 9th, we will be hold-

ing auditions for any students in year 4-7 with prior dance 
experience or an interest in dance, during play time. If 

you are interested, please attend the dance practise ses-
sions Tuesday and Wednesday during first break to learn 

the choreography for the auditions on Thursday. If you 
have any questions, please come see Miss Gordon in  

year 7. I hope to see you there!!!! 



 

APRE NEWS 
 CONFIRMATION:  Enrolment for the 

Confirmation Program has now been 

finalised.  There are 23 children making their 

Confirmation this year.  As a faith 

community, we will keep these children and 

their families in our prayers as they make 

their preparations. 

 

MOTHERS DAY STALL:  The Parent Support Group will be 

running the Mother’s Day Stall this Thursday.  Gifts will 

be either $2 or $5.  This is always a highly anticipated event , as 

the children get to select their gifts.  Many thanks to the 

wonderful volunteers who have put up their hand to help out.  

Please consider offering some time- seeing the smiles on the 

faces of the children is definitely worth it.  If you can assist, just 

let Ngaire, Justine or I know. 

 

NAPLAN 2014: The NAPLAN tests will be held across 

Australia next week for students in grades 3, 5 & 7.  Tuesday 

will be the Language Conventions (Grammar and Punctuation 

and Spelling) and Writing Test, Wednesday the Reading Test 

and Thursday will be the Numeracy test.   

Students will need to be at school before the tests commence.  

To assist the students in being able to settle in to the test and do 

their best, the following is recommended. 

1/ Students are at school in time to get themselves organised 

and settled, so that they are not feeling rushed. 

2/ Students are well rested having had adequate sleep 

3/ Students are provided with a healthy breakdfast and lunch.  It 

is preferable that they avoid breakfast with a high sugar content 

as they will be expected to manage test conditions. 

4/ that parents talk to their child about the tests and reassure 

them. 

 

STUDENT WELL BEING: St Michael’s School has a big 

focus on the education of the whole child, which includes their 

well being.  Research over many years has shown, that when a 

student is given skills in managing their resilience, being more 

organised, getting along with others, being persistent and 

thinking about themselves in a more positive light, their 

academic success is also affected positively. 

One of the many ways that the staff of St Michael’s meet this 

need for the students is by running Circles.  Circles is a 

framework for teaching and learning about issues that support 

well being and enhances the “You Can Do It” Program already 

in place.   

Last week, Dr Sue Roffey, who developed Circles Solutions 

and has written many books on this topic, visited St Michael’s 

school to observe the affect of Circles and offer further 

professional development for the staff on this fabulous 

pedagogy.  She was most impressed with how the students were 

able to articulate the positive effect that Circles was having in 

their lives at school.   

 

Have a blessed week 

Lyndal Rick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 

 

SCHOOL FEES will be sent home with your 

eldest in the family by Friday 9th May. School 

Fees are to be finalised within 14days.  

Invoices will still go to families on a direct 

debit or Centrepay arrangement for your 

records only. Payment is not required if you 

are on a payment plan. If your are experiencing financial 

difficulty please see Justine to arrange an appointment with 

Lea regarding you School Fees account. 
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence to be compliant. Families can simply email the Office 

on secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s.  
 

SKHOOLBAG APP To install it, just search for our school 

name "St Michael's School Gordonvale" in either the Apple 

App Store, or Google Play Store. For parent help please 
ring Leanne on 1300 661 031 or 
support@skoolbag.com.au  
Justine is still in training please be patient with full usage of 
this application. Very exciting! 
 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Winter jackets will be ordered on Friday 2nd 

May. 
PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDER AND PAYMENT FOR 

WINTER JACKETS WITH HELEN IN THE UNIFORM 

SHOP BY FRIDAY 2ND MAY  
Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Janelle from Cairns Penny will be here from 8am this 

Wednesday to open new accounts and deposit your savings, 

she looks forward to seeing you in the admin office  
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS orders for Committees etc must 
be handed into the office by Friday 17th May. You 
can order them directly from AdvanceLife on form 
 

Netball 
St Michael’s Senior Netball Team will start on Thursday 
afternoon 8th May @ Bentley Park arriving at 4.30pm for 
a 4.50pm game. Dresses will be issued to the girls 
Wednesday first lunch. All notes must be returned 
before Thursday. No notes no play.  

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2014 
TERM 2 

8th May Mothers Day Stall 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @4.30pm game Start 4.50pm 

9th May Mulgrave Cross Country 

  Prep’s Pamper Morning @ 9.00am 

13-15 May NAPLAN tests 

15th May Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park BYE 

21st May National Simultaneous Story Reading Day 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

22nd May Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

27th May P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 

29th May Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

5th June Year 3-7 Inter-house Athletics Trial Day  

  @ Johnson Park 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

6th June Whole School Pentecost Mass 

9th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

10th June 13th-Storey Tree House Excursion 
  Year 2—Year 4 11.00am—1.45pm 

12th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Semi Finals 1st v’s 4th & 2nd v’s 3rd 

13th June P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 

19th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Winner Game 1 v’s Winner Game 2  

  First and Second Place 

  Loser Game 1 v’s Loser Game 2 

  Thirs and 4th Place 

20th June 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson Park 

  Report Cards POSTED 

24thJune NAIDOC Celebrations CHANGED 

24th June Confirmation 6pm 

27th June School Concludes 

30th June HOT SHOTS REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 

TERM 3 

25th July Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 

7th Aug From Halfway Around The World @ 9am 

8th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival—Netta Team 

22nd Aug Ball Games Carnival @ St Michael’s 

29th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival  - Senior Team 

12th Sep Gala Sports Day—TBC 

19th Sep Jim Graham and Mary Mills Cup 

TERM 4 

23rd Oct St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tues 28th Jan—Fri 4th April 10 weeks 
Term 2 Tues 22 April—Fri 27th June 10 weeks 
Term 3 Mon 14th July—Fri 19th Sept 10 weeks 
Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

 



 

 

 
Prep A Alessandra Fiorenza 

  For knowing her sight words and for reading  

  every night. You are a STAR! 

Prep B Cooper Walsh 

  Helpful and responsible student in class 

Year 1A Braxton Brayshaw 

  For working hard and staying on task this week. 

  Well done Braxton! 

Year 1B Lewis Stowers 

  For working well in class. You are a superstar  

  with numbers! 

  Fletcher Thomas 

  For writing with confidence. Your written work 

  is always neat and beautifully illustrated 

Year 2A Billie Dean 

  Working hard to improve the neatness of your  

  work 

  Ashlee Jones 

  For always staying on task and doing your best 

Year 2B Cooper Cheshire 

  Working hard to improve your handwriting — 

  great persistence! 

Year 3A Hope Pearce 

  For being organised and ready to learn.   

  Fantastic Effort! 

Year 4A Ethan Martin 

  For the effort you have been putting into your  

  work! Great start to Term 2. Well done! 

Year 4B Mathew Hudson 

  Being ready for the work 

  Jaymen Fry 

  Making good decisions in class 

Year 5A Lauren Ots 

  For her excellent effort with all her school  

  work. What a star you are Lauren! 

Year 5/6A Jessica Giddins 

  Your organised, conscientious and consistent  

  approach to school throughout the year so far 

  Heidi Berry 

  Your enthusiasm in all learning activities and  

  genuine love of learning 

Year 7A Steven Ward 

  For outstanding writing and using a creative I 

  introduction to hook the reader! 

 

 
 
 

6th May Ava Tsakissiris 

8th May Bailey Pyers 

9th May Bella Leotta 

9th May Alec Mann 

9th May Joseph Finn 

9th May  Kyra Quirk 

What and amazing 

achievement Portia Eden . 

#1 in Australia  

BMX Champion. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Tuckshop open as normal 

this Friday! 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 



 


