
 
 
 

 Dear Parents and Care Givers,  

 
Last Friday’s Opening School Mass was a  
fitting way to officially start our school 

year. It was great to see so many parents 
in attendance. Thanks to Mrs Hession and 
the other teachers for their organisation 

and to the students for the way in which 
they engaged in the Mass despite the hot 

weather. I was very impressed with the 
singing and the way the students entered 
in the responses. For those unable to be 

there the staff, students and parents 
participated in a short commitment 

ceremony and blessing for the year ahead.  
 
The Mass was also an opportunity for our 

student leaders to receive their badges and 
formally be introduced in front of the 
school community.  

 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to our leaders for this 
year. They are: 

 
School Captains:   Emily Warncke 
      Simon McGowan 
House Captains 

  Barron:   Keely Harris 
     Brenton Miller 

  Mulgrave:  Tatum Van Drie 
      Elliott Arthur 

  Russell:   Madisyn Jones 

From the Principal From the Principal From the Principal Term 1 Week  3Term 1 Week  3Term 1 Week  3   

Prayer for the Week 
Lord 

Teach us through your Spirit 

to walk your way of light, 

to live your way of truth 

and in all things to act 

with love & compassion. 

May we be wise in our discernment 

balanced in our judgement 

fair in our decisions 

and visionary in our planning. 

May we be mindful to acknowledge 

the unique gifts You have given each of us, 

by sharing them unreservedly, 

and being ever open to others contributions. 

Guided by our common goals - our children 

We ask this through Christ our Lord 



Parent Information Nights 

Year 1— Thursday 11th February at 6pm 
Year 2— Thursday 11th February  at 
5.30pm 

Year 3— Wednesday 10th February at 
6:15pm 
Year 4— Tuesday 9th February at 6pm 

Year 5— Wednesday 17th February at 
5:30pm 

Year 6— Wednesday  17th February at 
5:30pm 
** Note that the Year 5 and Year 6 Parent 

Night has had to be moved to next week. 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet 
new parents as well as to become involved 
in your child’s school.   
 

Parents and Friends AGM 
The Parents and Friends AGM will take 

place next  TUESDAY 16TH FEBRUARY AT 
5:30PM.  All parents are encouraged to 

attend Parents and Friends meetings.  
 
Parents and Children: We’ll be Good for 
each Other 

One of the responsibilities of being a parent 
is to be there for our children. With a full 

life ahead of them, our children will 
experience many of the things that we 

experienced in our way to adulthood. If we 
are not available when our children need 
us and they are left holding unsaid words 

or emotions, it is rather like shaking a 
bottle of champagne with the cork still in it, 

the bubbles have nowhere to go but back 
down inside; this can lead to frustration, 
anger and possibly depression. 
 

No parent can be emotionally available all 
of the time. Parents are only human and 

have plenty of problems of their own. 
However, “Research has repeatedly 
demonstrated that emotional connection is a 
crucial element in a parent-child 
relationship.  The benefits of parents 
connecting emotionally with their children 
are far reaching. When parents are 

emotionally reachable and are able to ‘read’ 
the emotional signals of their children, the 
children will perform better in a wide variety 
of situations. Emotionally secure children 
and emotionally available relationships help 
children to become emotionally intelligent in 
their lives.”      

Raising a Secure Child. Dr Zeynip Biringen. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
This Wednesday 10th February we 

celebrate Ash Wednesday which is the 
beginning of the season of Lent.  During 
Lent, we prepare for Easter.  It is a time of 

prayer and preparation when we try to be 
more like Jesus.  During Lent, we try to 
follow the gospel more closely.  We will 
have a school Mass commencing at 

9.15am.  All parents, friends and 

parishioners are very welcome to join us. 
 

Valentine’s Day 

On Sunday February 14th we celebrate St 
Valentine's Day. Very little is known about 

St Valentine except that he was a widely 
recognized third century saint who was 
martyred. There are some legends 

surrounding his life. One is that he was a 
priest who secretly married young couples 

while another was that he was thrown into 
prison and his followers threw love notes of 
support into his prison cell.  Whatver the 

real story is his legend lives on in that this 
day is a great way to let the people we love 

know that we care about them. 

 

Parking for Parents and Visitors 
Parents and visitors are asked not to park 

in the school grounds which includes the 
staff car park.  Parking is available on the 
opposite side of the road to the school in 

Mill Street.  We have also received a 
request to not park on the lawn of the 

Anglican Church.  Many thanks in advance 
for your cooperation and consideration of 
this request. 
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Arrival at School 

Students are not to arrive at school 

before 8am in the mornings.  There is no 

staff member on duty until 8am and it is a 

matter of safety for students.  From 8am to 

8.15am ALL students need to wait in the 

covered area outside the library—sitting 

whilst supervised.  After 8.15am children 

are permitted to go to classrooms or play 

under supervision. 

 
Invitation to Complete a Survey 

Cairns Catholic Education is developing a 
new strategic plan for mid-2016 to the end 

of 2018. It is intended that this plan will 
focus around a small number of key 

strategic objectives and be inclusive of all 
involved in the mission of Catholic 
Education. Therefore wide consultation 

with as many stakeholders as possible is 
integral to the development of this new 
plan. This “shared wisdom” approach 

recognises that all of us have something of 
value to contribute. If you would like to 

take advantage of this opportunity to assist 
in this consultation process you are invited 

to complete an anonymous on-line survey. 

To access the survey you will need to log 
onto the Catholic Education website 

www.cns.catholic.edu.au and then click on 
the link “Cairns Catholic Education 
Strategic Directions 2016-2018 Invitation 

to Complete Survey”. The survey should 
take about 15 minutes to complete and it 
will remain open until 22 February. 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for Donna Zeilthofer, a former staff member 
of St Michael’s who has been going through a 
difficult time of late. If anyone has anything which 
they would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
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Redbank to Pyramid Estate Bus  
Conveyance Committee Meeting 
 
6.30pm Thursday 18th February in the Gordonvale 

State School Multi-Purpose Hall  to elect new Office 

Bearers. 

 

Rosanna Hoolihan 

Secretary  
The Redbank to Pyramid Estate Local Conveyance Committee 

St Monica's College will be conducting interviews for Year 7 2017 from early March.  If parents have not  

already submitted an application and would like to obtain a Prospectus, please phone the College on 

40424800 to have this mailed out to you. 

 

It is not an automatic process of progression for students who have siblings already at the College. An       

application form needs to be submitted for every student by the closing date of 24 March 2016. 

http://www.cns.catholic.edu.au


 

APRE NEWS 
LENT 

 

This week we begin our Lenten journey.  We 

will gather as a whole school this Wednesday 

at 9.15am for a Mass for Ash Wednesday.  

Ash Wednesday starts us on a special journey 

of reflection and preparation, at Mass when we receive the 

ashes we remember that we are part of a wider Catholic 

community and are called to turn towards the Gospel and try to 

be like Jesus. 
 

Students at school will be learning about and reflecting upon 

Lent on various levels over the next 40 days.  Classes will learn 

about the significance of Shrove Tuesday, make Lenten 

promises, and think about how they can help others through 

Project Compassion. 

 

Over the weekend, Father Jude encouraged us to think about 

how in this special Year of Mercy, we can extend compassion 

and kindness to others in the season of Lent. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Congratulations to the Brown family, Saraya became a big 

sister to Thomas over the weekend. 

We pray that Thomas brings great joy and love to his family. 
 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENINGS 

 

Over the next two weeks classes will hold parent information 

evenings.  I encourage parents to attend these sessions as 

collaboration between families and school really helps to 

support the best outcomes for your children.  At these nights 

you will become familiar with classroom routines, be informed 

of special events that your child may be involved in such as 

Camp and receive an overview of core curriculum taught. 
 

Homework and Reading 

 

As we are now well into the term you would have noticed a 

shift in the homework procedures at St. Michael’s.  We have 

published the Homework Policy in the newsletter, with this 

policy being the outcome of extensive research and data.  

 

 Findings show that reading at home is crucial to the best 

growth and development of your child, and we really encourage 

you to spend quality time engaging with books at home.  This 

could look like reading a book together, your child reading 

independently, or you reading to your child and talking about 

the book.  What your child reads can be selected from a huge 

range of texts; it may be the newspaper, an online text, a chapter 

book or a lovely picture storybook.  The bigger the range the 

better!   
 

We are firmly focusing homework on reading at St. Michael’s.  

Other homework may include preparation for upcoming 

projects and optional activities such as reading eggs, mathletics 

or real life tasks such as home duties.  

 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES will be processed this week 

12th February. Please contact the office if you 

have not received your fees by this date. Thank 

you for your prompt payment once received. 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are 

away during school hours, families must contact the school 

regarding their absence. Families can simply email the Office 

on secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. Children are 

not  responsible for signing themselves in late.  

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Monday’s —2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

 

SIBLING DISCOUNTS OR HCC DISCOUNTS 

Back dated discounts will not be given once fees 

have been processed. Thank you. 
 

Laugh for the week: What do you call a chicken 

staring at a lettuce? “ A chicken sees a salad” 

hahhaaaaaaa!! 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Justine Hind 

CALENDAR 2016 
 

TERM 1  
Feb 
Tue 9th Year 4 Parent Information Night @ 6pm 
Wed 10th School Banking Commences 8-8.30am 
  Year 5 Parent Information Night @ 5.30pm 
  Year 6 Parent Information Night @ 5.30pm 
  Year 3 Parent Information Night  @ 6.15pm 
  Ash Wednesday Mass @ 9.15am 
Thur 11th Year 2 Parent Information Night @ 5.30pm 
  Year 1 Parent Information Night @ 6.00pm 
Fri 12th School Fees Processed 
Tues 16th  P&F AGM—All Welcome @ 5.30pm 
Thur 18th Mulgrave Netball Trials 
Thur 25th Prep/Year 1 Liturgy @ 9am 
Fri 26th Prep/Year 1 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
 
March  
Thur 3rd Year 2 Liturgy @ 9am 
  One Stop Rock Shop @ 1.55pm SEL Whole School 
Fri 4th  Year 2 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
Thur 10th Year 3 Liturgy @ 9am 
Fri 11th Year 3 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
Wed 16th Year 4 Liturgy @ 9am 
Thur 17th Whole School Photo Day 
Fri 18th Year 4 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
Thur 24th School Concludes 9w 
Fri 25th Good Friday 
 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
April 
Thur 21st Southern Corridor Cup First Game  
Mon 25th Anzac Day First School Visit 10th February 

8.00am—8.30am 

Meeting Room Administration 

St Michael’s  Net Set Go 

Achievers 

Good Work Children! 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

 

 

 
 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 

 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

 
 

 

February  

 

8th  Leighton Littman 

11th   Riley Cheshire 

14th  Aaroshon Tyson 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Out of School Hours Care Update: 
 

Welcome back, we hope you had an enjoyable break 

and are ready for the New Year.   

What is OSHC all about? 

 

At OSHC we aim to provide quality care and 

guidance for all children attending our services.  

We provide a program where children have access to 

developmentally appropriate and stimulating 

opportunities, built around the My Time Our Place 

Framework. 

 

We also provide a nutritious afternoon snack for all 

children and can cater for children with special 

dietary requirements. 

 

Staffing: 

We have a new Coordinator starting this year, 

Jennifer O’Shea.  Please do not hesitate in coming 

over and introducing yourself.  We would also like 

to welcome back Elizabeth Anderson and Melanie 

Rappolt. 

 

Prep children: 

We understand that prep children are new to our 

school and we want to make sure all children arrive 

safely. For the peace of mind for both parents/

caregivers and staff, we collect your children from 

their classrooms before the bell goes. 

 

Before School Care: 

I have been approached numerous times about the 

Before School Care program and I would like to 

present the question to all St Michael’s families.  If 

you were indeed interested in starting this program 

could you please contact Jennifer. 

 

If you would like further information or would like 

to enrol your child/ren, contact details are as 

follows: 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 

 

Once again, we hope you have had a great start to 

the New Year and we are all looking forward to it. 

 

Kind regards, St Michael’s OSHC Team. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

“Cairns Youth Orchestra is accepting new  

enrolments in ALL orchestral instruments at 

ALL levels for the Friday afternoon/evening 

weekly rehearsals. CYO 1 rehearse 5pm – 7 

pm, CYO 2 rehearse 4pm – 5.30pm and 

Cairns Chamber Ensemble rehearse 7pm – 

9pm.   Enquiries can be made at  

telston@bigpond.net.au. “ 

mailto:telston@bigpond.net.au


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


