
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Last week was a busy time for St Michael’s as 
we not only celebrated the beginning of our 
school year with our opening mass but our Year 
5/6 students participated in our student 
leadership morning.  We were very fortunate to 
have as our guest speaker, Mr Curtis Pitt, State 
Member for Mulgrave.  He was able to share 
with the students what it means to be a leader 
and positive ways which our students can all be 
leaders in our community.  All the students 
participated in a positive manner and we have 
chosen our student council and spirit committee 
members for 2015.  Congratulations to the 
following students: 
 
Spirit Committee 
Lachlan Crawford, Jake Horwood, Taylor 
Wright, Heidi Berry, Bonnie Pye, Brodie 
Ferguson, Joe Powell, Hayden Clarke and 
Kasey Smith.  (school captains are 
automatically a part of this committee as part of 
their school captain duties) 
 
Student Council 
Paris Guy, Lydia Ziegler, Saffron Thomas, 
Jessica Giddins, Darcy Henderson, Emily Booij, 
Jasmyn McGowan, Chloe Davison, Zac Grauf, 
Rhys Quirk, Imogen Harris, Lydia Taylor, 

Jackson Pearce, Blake Lemmey James Pike, 

Salvatore Di Bella, Kai Crawford 
and Codie Quirk. 
 

Parent Information Nights 

Year 5— Tuesday 10th February @ 6pm 

Year 6— Wednesday 11th February @ 

5.30pm 

We are looking forward to seeing you at 

your respective meetings. 
 
Parents and Friends AGM 

We will be having our Parents and Friends AGM on 

TUESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY AT 5.30PM.  This is 

a wonderful opportunity for parents to have a say in 

what happens at St Michael’s and to voice an 

opinion.  At this meeting we will also be discussing 

the annual P&F budget and how parents would like 

to see that money spent.  We will have a shared 

supper and would ask you to bring a plate to share.  I 

would especially encourage new parents to come 

along and be as involved in your child’s school as 

you can. 

 
How to have happy kids 
I read a great article in a recent Women’s 
Weekly interviewing Dr Kayn Purvis.  She talked 
about ‘connected’ parenting where a child’s 
emotional needs are truly understood.  She 
stated “I always say, any misbehavior is a sign 
of an unmet need.  So if your child is 
misbehaving, maybe it’s because we’re not 
connecting with them.  Instead of ordering a 
time-out, how about some time-in.”  She 
provided 6 rules for having a connected family. 
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Prayer for the Week 
Lord, teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain wisdom of 

heart . . . Psalm 90 

Help us do today the things that matter, not to waste the time we 
have. 

Yes, the moments we have are precious, Lord, see that we count 
them dear. 

Teach us to number our days aright.  Fill us this day with your kind-
ness, 

that we may be glad and rejoice all the days of our life.   
Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

1. A child may not dominate the family through 
tantrums, aggression, talking back, whining or 
any other tactic. 
2. Parents are kind, fair and consistent.  They 
stay calm and in control. 
3. A child is encouraged to use words to 
express his or her needs directly and 
respectfully. 
4. Parents never shame or ridicule a child’s 

perspective. 

5. Parents meet all reasonable needs and 

requests.  They say, ‘Yes’ whenever they can.  

Occasionally, they allow a compromise and, at 

times, they say ‘No’ and deny requests. 

6. Parents respond to misbehaviour 

immediately.  They redirect the child to better 

choices, let him or her practise getting it right 

and then praise their child for improvement.  

Once the conflict is resolved, they return to 

playful and warm interactions with their child. 

 

Arrival at School 

No students are to arrive before 8am in 

the mornings.  There is no staff member on 

duty until 8am and it is a matter of safety for 

students.  From 8am to 8.15am ALL students 

need to wait in the covered area outside the 

library—sitting whilst supervised.  After 8.15am 

children are permitted to go to classrooms or 

play under supervision. 

 

Late Arrival at School 

A reminder to parents that if your child is late for 

school, then it is compulsory for you to come in and 

sign them in.  This means that if the bell has already 

gone, the child needs to be escorted to the office by 

you, signed in and they take a late pass to their class.  

Also, for your awareness, due to the fact that we 

have introduced electronic roll marking, any child 

arriving late will be marked as a half day absent on 

report cards. 

 

Stop Drop Go Zone 
Thank you so much to those parents who have 
really taken on board our safety message and 

changed how the Stop Drop Go Zone is used.  
For those of you still unsure, I have included 
how to use the area below.  
 
Over the holidays, the council has completed 
some upgrades to Mill Street in an attempt to 
make the road safer for all. This includes the 
school side of Mill Street now being a stop drop 
go zone with NO parking directly in front of the 
school.   
 
How to use the stop, drop, go zone – It is not 
permissible to park and wait for students to 
come out, even if you remain in your vehicle.  If 
you cannot see your children ready to come to 
the car, you must drive around the block until 
they are ready to enter the vehicle.  There 
should be a continual flow of traffic through this 
area.  If you have older students, I suggest that 
you wait until about 3.05pm to pick them up, as 
the traffic has died down considerably by this 
time.  There is a teacher on duty until 
3.15pm.  The Gordonvale police will be 
monitoring this area and I would not like to see 
any parents fined. 
 
If you wish to park and pick up students from 
the front of the school, please park using the 
angle parks across the road from the school 
and use the traffic island as a safe crossing 
point.   
 
No cars are permitted to do a u-turn at the end 
of the traffic island as this is a breach of the 
road rules. 
 
All children must wait in the school grounds 
under teacher supervision for their safety and 
should not be waiting on corners away from the 
school. 
 
I thank you for your support in this very 
important matter  of safety for all children and 
families and also ask that you pass on this 
information to other family members who may 
assist you in pick ups and drop offs. 

From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’   



Nut Products at St Michael’s 
After following up with the parent of our student 
with a nut allergy, I am able to confirm that the 
allergy is only to peanuts.  This means that peanut 
butter on sandwiches should not be sent to 
school.  Other nuts such as almonds or pecans and 
nutella are okay and pose no threat.  I would ask 
parents to remind students about the importance 
of not sharing lunches.  I thank all parents for their 
support in making our school a safe environment 
for all students.   
 

Valentine’s Day 
Saturday this week we celebrate the feast of 

St Valentine.  There are several legends 
about St Valentine, one that he was a 

priest who secretly married young couples 
and another that he was thrown into prison 
and his followers threw love notes of 

support into his prison cell.  This day is a 
great way to let the people we love know 

that we care about them. 
 

Ash Wednesday 

On Wednesday 18th February we celebrate 

Ash Wednesday which is the beginning of 
the season of Lent.  During Lent, we 
prepare for Easter.  It is a time of prayer 

and preparation when we try to be more 
like Jesus.  During Lent, we try to follow 
the gospel more closely.  We will have a 

school liturgy at 9.00am.  All parents, 

friends and parishioners are very welcome 

to join us. 
 

Parent Concerns 
I would ask all parents to please ensure that if 
they have any concerns regarding the school or 
its operation, that these be addressed to the 
appropriate person—class teacher or principal 
rather than ‘having a vent’ on social media. This 
is an inappropriate use of social media and 
reflects badly on our school community.  As 
teachers and parents we strive to be role 
models for our children and appropriate use of 
social media is an issue we see constantly in 
the media.  Teaching children to address issues 
face to face is a great way that we can help to 
prevent social media being used incorrectly. As 
one of  our school values is respect, I would 
urge all members of our community to show 

appropriate levels of respect to each other in 
this matter.  Please refer to our Parent Code of 
Conduct which was published in last week’s 
newsletter. 
 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2016.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 
will begin interviews in Term 2.  Don’t miss out 
on a place for your child!! 
 

Congratulations 

Well done to the following students who 

received a principal’s award last week—
Lauren Ots and Keera Steinberg. 
 

Important Dates for Term 1 
Tues 17th Feb—P&F AGM 5.30pm 
Wed 18th Feb—Ash Wednesday 9am 
Tues 24th Feb—Just Leadership Day—Spirit 
Committee 
Fri 6th Mar—Making Friends Show 
Tues 10th Mar—St Mary’s visit to Yr 5 9am 
Tues 17th Mar—P&F Meeting 5.30pm 
Fri 20th Mar—School Cross Country 
Thurs 26th Mar—Photo Day 
Sun 29th Mar—Palm Sunday School/Parish 
Mass 
31 Mar-2 Apr—Yr 5/6 Camp @ Tinaroo 
Thurs 2rd Apr—Last day of term 
Fri 3rd Apr—Good Friday 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for a member of the Schmerl family who 
has been unwell.  If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 

APRE NEWS 
OPENING MASS: Engaging Minds, 

Igniting Hearts, Serving Others was 

the theme of the 2015 St Michael's 

School opening Mass.  What a 

beautiful way to start the year.   

Congratulations to all the students 

who participated with joy and 

reverence.  Many thanks to Fr Jude who talked to the 

students about the importance of the Gospels.   The 

Grade 6 students were exemplary leaders and many of 

the students came and asked if I needed assistance prior 

to the Mass commencing- without being prompted.  That 

is the St Michael’s Way in action.  I would also like 

to thank Mrs Hession and Ms Gordon for their 

assistance and for organising the amazing banners 

and to Mrs Judy Rick for helping us to sing so 

beautifully. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL SPIRIT 

COMMITTEE: Congratulations to Lachlan 

Crawford, Jake Horwood, Taylor Wright, Heidi 

Berry, Bonnie Pye, Brodie Ferguson, Joe Powell, 

Hayden Clarke and Kasey Smith who represent the 

St Michael’s Spirit Committee.  The Spirit 

Committee take on additional leadership responsibilities around 

whole school prayer, special events and charity work.  I look 

forward to working with the team this year. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

Wow nice to see the wet season has arrived. 

Hope you all enjoyed the wet wet wet 

weekend. I am still amazed at the beautiful 

manners the children are showing when they 

arrive in the morning and afternoon for their 

message boxes.  

 

School Fees will be processed on Friday. They are 

automatically emailed to you. If you have not been receiving 

your newsletter via email, could you please update your email 

address with Dorina or myself to receive correspondence 

 

Application for Fee Support please contact Justine in the 

Office for the forms that are required to be completed for an 

appointment with Lea Martin regarding support. This is highly 

confidential and treated with the utmost respect 

 

Sibling Discounts please contact the office if you have older 

children in a Secondary Catholic School. 

 

Absent/Late Children/Specialists/Visitors and Volunteers 

MUST be reported to the Administration Office at all times 

This is a legal requirement for Health and Safety. 

 

Due to Whole School Mass last Friday and rainy weather on 

Monday, we will advertise our Birthdays and Awards in next 

week’s newsletter. 

 

Have a wonderful week! 
 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 1 Week 4 Fun Run Begins 
 17th P&F AGM Meeting 
 18th Ash Wednesday 
 19th  St Michael’s Angels—Southern Corridor Cup—
 Bentley Park 7 weeks ends 2nd April 
 23rd  Mulgrave Netball Trials @ 4pm 
March 1st Gordonvale Gold Rush Sign on Day 
 6th Making Friends show 
 17th  St Patrick’s Day 
 26th SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
 27th  Peninsula Netball Carnival @ Innisfail 
 31st School Camp Year 5 & 6 Compulsory Curriculum  
April 2nd Cost for camp will be processed onto school fees 
 2nd Southern Corridor Cup  finals Finishes 
 2nd Last Day Term 1 
 3rd Good Friday 
 6th  Easter Monday 
 
Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
April 20th School Resumes  
 25th Anzac Day March starts outside front GSS 9am 
 30th  Michael Mangan Concert 
May 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
June 5th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized  
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
 23rd  Confirmation 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 30th World Teachers Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Classes Start 10th February 

Great educational fun for younger brothers and sisters at 
the Cairns Regional Gallery. 

Tiny Tacker Tuesdays for ages 2-5, 10 - 10.45am with 
artist Louisa Ennis-Thomas. Discover your Gallery and 

make real artworks from varied fun materials. 
$70 for 6 weeks or $60 for members or $12 per class if 

booked in advance  
Contact number is 40464888 and my email: 

programs@cairnsregionalgallery.com.au. 

programs@cairnsregionalgallery.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


