
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
As we celebrated the Rosary Way on Sunday, 
our prayer for this week, asks God to help us 
reflect on the mysteries of the Rosary and try to 
be more like Jesus.   
The Rosary is a special way of praying to God 
that honours Mary, the Mother of Jesus.  While 
reciting prayers, it is a time to think about certain 
stories in the lives of Jesus and Mary.  These 
stories are called mysteries:  a mystery is a story 
about God.  Rosary beads are used to keep 
count of the prayers and mysteries.  To say the 
Rosary, begin by making the Sign of the Cross.  
Recite the Apostles’ Creed while holding the 
crucifix, then one Our Father, three Hail Marys 
and a Glory Be.  After that, as you think about 
each mystery, recite the Our Father on the large 
bead, the Hail Mary on each of ten smaller 
beads and finish with a Glory Be.  That makes 
one decade.  The complete Rosary consists of 
five decades.  There are three sets of mysteries 
and five stories in each set.  A huge thanks to 
Mrs Hession and the students who took on a 
leadership role at the Rosary Way. 
 
P&F Meeting 
TONIGHT—Tuesday 20th October at 

5.30pm will be our next P&F Meeting.  We 

would love to see some new faces.  Our 

meetings are very efficient and usually over 
within the hour.  Looking forward to seeing 
you.  There will be some discussion on how 

to weather proof our basketball court/
covered area. 

 
Pyramid Retirement Visit 
Last Wednesday some of the residents from 
Pyramid Retirement home, visited St Michael’s 
to listen to our wonderful junior choir and have 
some morning tea.  The visit was a huge hit with 
both the elderly residents and the students.  A 
huge thanks to Mrs Schmerl who organized the 
visit and prepared the choir. 
 
Yarrabah Visit 
On Monday 19th October, myself, Maree Connolly 
and Antoinette Cole from CES visited our families 
in the Yarrabah community.  It was lovely to catch 
up with our families. 

 

School Officers Day 

On Thursday 15th October, school officers 

celebrated School Officers Day in style with 

teachers providing morning tea.  Our 

wonderful school officers deserve a special 

mention for the great support they provide 

not only to the students but also to the 

teaching staff.   
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Prayer for the Week 

Rosary Prayer 
Let us pray, O God, whose only begotten Son, by His life, death and  

resurrection, has purchased for us the rewards of eternal life, grant, we beseech 
Thee, that meditating upon the mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary  of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain and obtain what they 
promise, through the same Christ Our Lord. 

Amen 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

All Saints Day 
Friday 30th October we celebrate All Saints 
Day with a whole school mass at 9am.  All 
families are welcome to join us to celebrate the 
great Christian men and women who provide us 
with wonderful examples of how to live as 
followers of Jesus. 
 

Towards 2016 

As we begin our planning for next year, it 

is essential that we have accurate figures 
for our 2016 enrolment.  If your child will 
not be attending St Michael’s next year, 

please let the office know in writing.  As 
our school receives funding based on 
enrolments, accurate information is 

needed.  Please let us know any changes 
as soon as you can. 
 

School commencement – Monday 25 January 

2016 

There has been some confusion arising from media 

coverage relating to the commencement date for 

Term 1 next year. 

The CES Executive Leadership Team has 

determined that schools will commence on Monday 

25 January 2016. This is in line with the 

commencement date for state schools and reflects 

that Term 1 is already a short term of nine weeks 

with Good Friday falling on 25 March. 

It is acknowledged that some of our secondary 

colleges will continue their arrangements for 

staggered starts for some  year levels and the return 

of boarders, but all staff will be expected to be on 

duty on Monday 25 January. 

We regret that media coverage sourced from 

Brisbane may have led to some misunderstandings 

among some staff. This email should now clarify the 

position for schools in the Cairns Diocese. 
 

Mrs Arthur on leave 
At the end of the school year, Mrs Arthur will be 
on 2 weeks leave to visit family overseas.  We 
wish her a wonderful time.  Mrs Quagliata 
(Week 8) and Mrs King (Week 9) will work in 
Year 2A on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 
Mission Month 
This week is Catholic Mission Month and our 
students are fundraising to support families who 
do not have as much as we do.  A huge thanks to 

Mrs Hession who has been working with the 
students in getting some exciting ideas 
happening. 
 

Socktober—Tuesday 27th October 

Children will be able to wear odd socks.  
See APRE news for further details. 
 

World Teachers’ Day 

Friday 30th October is World Teachers’ Day.  

This is a great opportunity for students and 

parents to show appreciation for the great 

work and dedication of staff.  I am very 

grateful to the hard working staff of St 

Michael’s who do such a fabulous job in 

the education of our students. 
 

Day for Daniel 

Friday 30th October is also Day for Daniel, 
organized by the Morcombe Foundation.  
On this day children will be involved in 
student safety discussions.  Children are 
able to wear a red shirt to school on 

this day. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4 
30 Oct All Saints Mass 
  Day for Daniel 
  World Teachers’ Day 
1 Nov All Saints Day 
2 Nov All Souls Day 
11 Nov Remembrance Day 
12 Nov Year 6 to Catholic High School 
  Prep Orientation Morning 
  Bump Up Morning 
20 Nov School Disco 
2 Dec 6pm Year 6 Farewell Mass 
4 Dec 9am Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day—students finish 12noon 
 

Community Prayers 
Please keep his family in your prayers.  If anyone 
has anything which they would like mentioned in our 
community prayers, please let me know. 
        Thank you for your support, Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

UNSW Global 
Kasey Smith—Merit Mathematics 

Ruby Greenwood—Participation 

Mathematics 

Charlie Brain— Credit Mathematics 
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APRE NEWS 
 

Catholic Mission Month 
 
The Year 5 students have been 
working incredibly hard, and 
demonstrating the values of 
community of faith over the past 
two weeks.  To date they have 

raised over $260.   With this money, St. Michael’s 
is well on the way to enabling six children living in 
extreme poverty in Madagascar the opportunity to 
attend school for one year!  The children have 
watched the Catholic Mission clips, and learnt 
about the focus on Madagascar this year.  What 
an amazing opportunity to make real world connections 
and use their knowledge and skills to make a difference.  
A reminder that next Tuesday, October 27

th
, St. Michael’s 

will host Socktober.  This is a chance for all students to 
get involved; ‘sock it to poverty’, wear some crazy socks 
and bring a gold coin donation.  
 

World Mission Day was on Sunday the 18
th
.  Children’s 

Mission Day is this Wednesday the 21
st
 of October.  The 

Spirit Committee will lead us in prayer on Friday to 
acknowledge this. 
 
The Rosary Way 
 
A big thank-you to the families that supported the Parish 
on Sunday, helping to enact the mysteries at the Rosary 
Way.  Your support of community and faith were greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Reconciliation 
 
Notes have been sent home to Year 3 students who have 
been Baptised regarding the upcoming celebration of First 
Reconciliation in November.  Please check with your child 
if you haven’t received a note and they are ready to make 
their First Reconciliation.   
 
Student Leadership 
 
Student Leadership, and preparation towards this, is 
highly valued at St. Michael’s.  Last week I met with the 
Year 4-6 teachers and we have planned how to best 
support our upcoming student leaders for 2016.  This 
week Year 5 students will begin weekly leadership 
training with Mrs Cramond.  Students in Year 5 will also 
participate in a Christian Leadership Day led by Terry 
Power from the Mercy Centre in early November.  Year 6 
students will share their experiences and advice, talking 
to the Year 5 children about the responsibilities and roles 
they have undertaken this year.  The Year 4 class also 
begin preparations this year, as they progress towards the 
senior group of the school.  It is certainly an exciting time 
for the children; you may wish to support your Year 5 child 
at this stage by discussing with them what leadership role 
they wish to take on in 2016 and the skills required for 
this.   
 

Peer Support 
 
In Peer Support this week the children will be 
encouraged to attempt new and unfamiliar tasks 
by trying the best they can.  Students will 
participate in activities that help them to identify 
strengths in each other, and recognise that 
everyone’s different strengths can be used to 
solve a problem or complete a task.  You might 
wish to discuss with your child their individual 
strengths and provide them with opportunities to 
utilise these strengths during the week.  Remind 
them you will be proud of them in all situations if 
they always do their best. 
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— will be process this week, if 

you have not received your school account by 

Friday 23rd October please see Justine in the 

Office Term 4 school fees need to be finalized 

before 20th November for report cards to be 

released. We recommend that families are familiar with their 

school fees accounts to avoid overdue accounts. If you are 

experiencing  financial hardship please contact us 

immediately. An appointment must be made with Lea Martin, 

an email will not suffice.  We appreciate if you could pay your 

account as soon as possible or contact Justine to arrange an 

alternate arrangement/payment plan. Families are very 

welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  Please 

be mindful that if you need a financial request on School Fees 

that it may take a few days to be processed.  

 

Prep Packs regarding Prep Orientation Day for 2016 

students and parents have been sent home to children with 

siblings and new families have been mailed. Prep Orientation  

Day is on the same day as Bump Up Day on  Thursday 12th 

November . 
 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting their child’s 

absence to the Administration including a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact the 

Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive 

days need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd 

day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Library News Another school year is getting close to the end.  

This means that the library will closed from Friday 20th 

November.  Could you please ensure that all children books 

are returned by this date. 

 

P & F meeting is on Tuesday 20th October 

at 5.30pm  
 

Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to set up a 

Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is some details 

regarding this on the second page of the newsletter or go to the 

link below or click on  to find out more. Great idea if you are 

shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 

 

Netball dresses last reminder for dresses please! 
 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
Every Friday Senior Choir 1.45-2.30pm 
  Practicing for Christmas Carols 
Oct 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th  Socktober, children to wear uniform with crazy  
  socks  for mission fundraising, gold coin donation 
 29th  St Michael’s and St Mary’s String Ensemble 
  Singing around the Nation after first break 
 30th All Saint Mass @ 9.00am  
  World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day red shirts can be  
  worn on this day 
Nov 1st  All Saints Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
 11th Remembrance Day 
 12th  Prep Orientation Day 
  Bump Up Day  Year 1 to Year  6 
  Year 6 to Catholic High Schools Orientation Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
 24th Gordonvale State High School Year 6 into 7 
  Transition Day 
 25th Sacrament of First Reconciliation @ 6pm 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell Mass @ 6pm 
 3rd Senior Graduation Excursion 
  Sugarworld 
  Year 3 and 4 SEL End of the Year Celebration 
  Excursion—Woree Pool 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 

2016 Term Dates  
Term 1 Monday 25th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w 
  Whole School Photo Day—17th Mar 
Australia Day Tuesday 26th Jan  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Anzac Day Monday 25th April 
Labour Day Monday 2nd May 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
Pupil Free  Thursday 21st July 
Cairns Show Friday 22nd July 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
Queens B’day Monday 3rd October 

 

 

19th Oct Kasey Smith 

21st Oct Lachlan Norcott 

  Stevie Lee Weidner 

22nd Oct Rabea Watters 

24th Oct Keera Steinberg 

25th Oct Codie Quirk 
 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


 
 

 

Prep A Syndia Thao 

  For being organised for school and being 

  ready to start the school day. Well done!  

Prep B Georgina Baira 

  Fantastic reading and contribution to  

  discussions in your new class 

  Marcus Volpi 

  Always truing his best and being a very  

  helpful person 

Year 1A Maddison Flanagan 

  For always being ready to learn and helping 

  our those around you 

  Kristina Jabien 

  For always trying your best and being a  

  kind and helpful classroom member 

Year 1B Sophia Nucifora 

  For always doing your best and for being  

  an excellent class helper 

  Cooper Walsh 

  (Resilience) for bouncing back even when  

  things don’t go the way they should! 

Year 2A Rylan Dennis 

  For his enthusiasm for learning, positive  

  attitude and willingness to help others 

  Ella Tracey 

  For always being ready to learn and giving  

  her best effort 

Year 2B Chloe Savage 

  Giving Maths a Red Hot Go and showing  

  great persistence 

  Fletcher Thomas 

  For being a beautiful friend to others in  

  need 

Year 3A Leah Henderson 

  A great start to Term 4. You have been so 

  organised with your work. Keep it up! 

Year 3B Francis Roberts-Darkin 

  For settling into St Michael’s beautifully  

  and already putting in a top effort! 

Year 4A Madison Azzopardi 

  Settling into At Michael’s with confidence 

  Lara Fedorov 

  Working with consistency in the classroom 

Year 5A Hannah Shelley 

  For always working hard and doing it with a 

  smile. You rock Hannah! 

 

 

 

 

Year 5B Isaia Mallett 

  For your enthusiasm and hard work since  

  the beginning of this term  

  Flynn Eden 

  For consistently demonstrating the “St  

  Michael’s” in all aspects of the school 

Year 6A Caitlin Richards 

  For your confidence and insightful   

  contributions to our class discussions 

  James Pike 

  For your contributions to class discussion  

  and for helping me teach about circuits 

Year 6B Bonnie Pye 

  For an exceptional act of kindness to help  

  out another MINI FETE team. You’re a  

  saviour!  

 

Feast of  St. Gerard 
 

 

Saturday 24th October is the annual celebration of 

the Feast of St. Gerard Majella. 

There will be a Mass at St Clare’s Church, Tully at 

2pm to be presided by Fr. Adriano Pittarello, a 

Scalabrinian Priest from Sydney. 

It will be followed by a procession through the 

streets, stalls, cent sale, raffles and BBQ at St. 

Clare’s School. 

Fireworks will commence at 8.30pm.  All welcome. 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

BILLY SLATER LEAGUE TAG 
 
Last week we travelled to Innisfail for the Billy 
Slater League Tag. We had a boys and a girls 
team compete on the day and both teams did a 
great job. Our boys team won 2 games and lost 
1 game, our girls team lost 2 games and drew 1 
game. Great job kids, it was great to see you 
having fun and learning this new sport. 
 
Gaige Vella and Lydia Ziegler competed in the 
highball catch competition and did their best. 
 
The students got to meet Billy Slater, take photos with 

him and get his autograph. Billy was great with all the 

kids a true role model and ambassador for his sport  

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 
 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 
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Pyramid Residency Visit 
 

On Wednesday October 14th 2015 St Michael’s 

School was very lucky to have some of the 

Gordonvale Pyramid Residency residents come 

to visit. They came by bus and came to the 

Library. 

 

In the Library the Junior Choir students who consisted of 

students from Prep to Year Three were gathered ready to sing a 

repertoire of songs that they had been learning. 
 

Mrs Martin introduced them and they sang “Hello How’d You 

Do?” first with the some Year Three students shaking the 

residents hands and welcoming them to the school. Following 

that, were a couple of songs that even some of the residents 

joined in with. “I’ve Been Working On A Railroad” and “ 

Purple People Eater” were great hits. “Noel, Noel” and “Hello 

How’d You Do?” again was how the concert finished. 
 

The students then talked with the residents while sharing 

morning tea. Mrs Jan Veronese played the keyboard for the 

choir and Mrs Kylie Schmerl conducted. The morning tea was 

supplied by some of the choir student’s parents, Mrs Veronese 

and a friend of Mrs Schmerl’s.  
 

A great morning of companionship was had by all and when 

asked if we should do it again, both students and residents 

answered with a resounding “Yes, Please!” 

 

Kylie Schmerl 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 
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