
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  

Yesterday we stopped as a nation to 
commemorate ANZAC Day. ANZAC Day is a 
day that has become a significant event for us 
as a nation. It is a time in which we have the 
opportunity to stop, reflect and remember those 
who have fought in war throughout our nation’s 
history. For many this meant making huge 
sacrifices to their own livelihood and sacrifices 
to their families. These sacrifices have provided 
us with the freedom and security we now have. 
We thank God for their courage and pray that 
our country will not be involved in wars again 
which affect our freedom and way of life. 
  

Friday Assembly 

Last Friday we invited Mrs Eva Rawlins along to our 

assembly to wish her a Happy Birthday following 

her 100th birthday. Mrs Rawlins is the oldest 

surviving ex-student of 

St Michael’s and was 

enrolled as a student of 

the school in its very first 

year, 1923. Following 

the assembly students 

were given a piece of 

Mrs Rawlins birthday 

cake.  

 

Free Dress day 
This Friday there will be a Free Dress Day. The 
Free Dress Day will go towards assisting the 
Mother’s day stall. Students are invited to either 
bring in a gold coin donation or to donate an 
unused gift to the value of $5 to the Mother Day 
stall. 
 

Mothers Day Stall 

The Mothers Day Stall will be held next 
Tuesday 3rd May.  Children will be able to 
purchase a gift for either $2 or $5.  A huge 

thanks to Mrs Ngaire Shelley for her 
coordination of this stall.  
 

Change of contact details 

If you have changed phone numbers, 
addresses, etc, it is essential that you 

notify the office immediately as if there is 
an emergency we may need to contact you. 
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Prayer for the Week 
ANZAC DAY PRAYER 

O God, our ruler and guide, 
In whose hands are the destinies of this and every nation, 
We give you thanks for the freedoms we enjoy in this land 

And for those who laid down their lives to defend them: 
We pray that we and all the people of Australia, 

Gratefully remembering their courage and their sacrifice, 
May have the grace to live in a spirit of justice,                                         

of generosity, and of peace; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. 

Amen 



 
 

ANZAC DAY 

St Michael’s School had a fantastic turn 

out for the Gordonvale Anzac Day march 
yesterday.  I was really proud of the efforts 

of all children who turned up and 
represented our school in such a respectful 
manner.  Well done to our students. A huge 

thanks to the many staff members who also 
came along to offer their support.  I have 
included a couple of great photos from the 

day. 
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Prep 2017 

Interviews for the 2017 intake of Prep 

students will take place during this term. 
Any existing families who have a child in 
Prep next year are encouraged to collect an 

enrolment package as soon as possible, if 
you have not already done so. This will help 

to ensure that your child will not miss out 
on a place in Prep for 2017. 

 

NAPLAN Testing 
The National Assessment Program—Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests are to be 
conducted on 10th, 11th and 12th May. These 
tests, which are administered to all students in 
years 3, 5, 7 & 9 throughout Australia, measure 
individual student performance on national 
achievement scales. The results of these tests 
enable teachers to monitor and discuss 
individual student achievement. They also help 
teachers to better students who may require 
greater challenges or additional support. These 
results are also used to help identify strengths 
and weaknesses in teaching programs and to 
set goals in our school’s literacy and numeracy 
program. 
 

As the NAPLAN tests do have many positive 
benefits for individual students as well as for 
schools I would encourage you to please try to 
ensure that your child is at school over these 3 
days in May. 
 
 

2016 Safeguarding Children Conference 

A Safeguarding Children Conference will be held on 
Saturday, 11 June 2016 at the Pullman Cairns 
International.   The conference which is now an annual 
event will for the first time hold presentations specifically 
for parents.    
The theme for the conference is Our Children, Our 
Communities, Our Future.  
An overview of some of the sessions includes:  
Keynote speaker: Andrea Musulin (Safeguarding Project 
Officer – Archdiocese of Perth) 
Protective Behaviours: everyday teaching moments that 
encourage safety not fear 
Mental Health: Early warning signs of depression and 
anxiety, school responses and when should I be worried? 
Social Media: the world our children live in doesn’t have to 
be all digital, but it sure feels that way! 
Help! My child is a teenager!  
 
Please note that there is no registration cost but places 

are limited.   
 
Conference information and registration details can be 
accessed via the conference website: 
www.2016safeguardingchildren.weebly.com 
If you have any further queries please contact 
Professional Standards: 
Ms Heidi Williams 
hwilliams5@cns.catholic.edu.au 

 
Review of Inclusive Practices in Catholic Education 

A review of Inclusive Education practices has been 

commissioned across the Cairns diocese. The purpose of 

the review is to improve the ways in which Catholic 

Education Services include and support students with 

disability in schools in the Diocese of Cairns. University of 

Canberra Emeritus Professor Tony Shaddock who has 

significant experience across all levels of education and 

across all educational sectors is conducting the Review.  

Parents are invited to contribute to an online survey as 

part of the review. The link to the survey is:                

http://goo.gl/forms/tcoRRLdneM 

All information you provide is confidential to Professor 

Shaddock and those assisting him with data analysis. The 

link to the online survey will remain open until May 3
rd

.   

Important Dates for Term 2 
29 April—Free Dress day 
2 May—Labour Day Public Holiday 
3 May—Mother’s Day Stall 
6 May—Mulgrave Cross Country 
10-12 May—NAPLAN Tests (Year 3 & 5) 
13 May—Whole School Pentecost Mass 
25 May—National Simultaneous Story Reading Day 
3 June—Year 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
10 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
10 June—P&F Disco 6pm 
11 June—Safeguarding Children Conference 
17 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnstone Park 
17 June—Report cards posted 
22-24 June—Year 5 & 6 Camp 
24 June—Last day of term 
 
 
 

Community Prayers 
 If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE THOUGHTS 
Over the past week we have had several 

opportunities to demonstrate just 

how great our school is at valuing 

community.  Our strong school 

culture of community was 

demonstrated through the 

involvement of many at the 

ANZAC ceremony in Gordonvale yesterday.  It was 

also evident in the respectful participation of children 

and presence of parents at our ANZAC prayer this 

morning.  We thank Mr Ron Muir for playing The Last Post at 

our prayer service this morning. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Mother’s Day is coming up, and I’m sure that classes will be 

thinking about how special their mothers are.  Please also keep 

in mind the following dates: 

 Prep Liturgy: Thursday May 5th 

 Prep Mother’s Day morning: Friday May 6th 

 Prep Assembly: Monday May 9th 

 Whole School Mass: Friday May 13th  

 School involved in the Parish Mass (choir singing): 

Sunday May 15th, Pentecost Sunday 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 

 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

 
 

 

April  

26th Cooper Cheshire 

27th Harry Dunstone 

29th Mandilee Ashworth-Beard 

 Baide Camp 

 Archer Williams 

30th Paddy Bassani 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol 

your child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 



 

 

Social and Emotional Learning News 

 

The following article is from Michael Grose’s Positive 

Parenting resource and gives some terrific practical advice on 

how to positively create good behaviour and encourage 

cooperation. 

 

Don’t threaten, bribe or deal – breathe and act instead 
 

By Michael Grose 
 

Five great discipline habits to add to your parenting repertoire. 
 

Getting kids to cooperate is tricky. One method doesn’t 

necessarily fit all kids so as a parent or teacher it helps to have a 

broad repertoire of responses to draw on when kids are less then 

perfect or you want more cooperative behaviour.   
 

Disciplining a child can also make many parents feel decidedly 

uncomfortable, as it doesn’t generally fit an idealised picture of 

parenting that many of us may have. Discipline is about helping 

kids stay safe, become social and also be savvy and astute when 

they interact with others, which makes discipline a positive and 

very necessary part of the parenting process. 
 

Bad discipline habits 
 

Unfortunately, it’s easy as a parent to develop bad habits to get 

cooperation from kids. For instance, it can be easier to offer a 

simple bribe such as “I let you use my iPad for 10 minutes if 

you can be quiet in the back seat of the car”,rather than battle 

with kids for their cooperation. This type of bribe can work 

wonders to get some peace and quiet and is infinitely better than 

engaging in a slanging match while you’re driving. Well, it may 

seem that way! 
 

However, it’s easy for both parents and kids to become hooked 

on bribes. As a parent you can easily fall for the trap of offering 

a bribe to induce good behaviour because it often works. A 

child learns to cooperate on his terms and soon learns to think, 

“What’s in this for me?” Soon kids learn to wheel and deal to 

get better terms so today’s ‘quick 10 minutes on an iPad’ 

becomes tomorrow’s shiny new piece of technology bought in 

return for cooperation. Bribery and dealing almost always 

escalates in scale. The stakes rarely get smaller. 
 

Similarly, idle threats of withdrawing co-operation if a child 

won’t behave well soon falls on deaf ears as kids have a built-in 

radar for knowing if a threat is real or not. “If you continue to 

argue with your sister I’ll cancel your birthday” is the sort of 

threat that many of us have made in desperation just to get some 

peace and harmony at home.  Again, threatening all types of 

dastardly consequences can become a habit, particularly when 

we don’t have many other options at our disposal to get better 

cooperation. 
 

Most of us will default to our lowest level of skill when we are 

tired, stressed or under pressure. When a child yells, “I hate 

you! You never listen to a thing I say” just when you’re trying 

to get her to bed you’re likely to return fire in spades. ‘What do 

you mean I never listen to you! I always listen to you. You 

never...” and away you go chastising a child in a way that only 

exacerbates her lack of cooperation.  
 

Good discipline habits 
 

So it helps to develop some good discipline habits instead so 

that when we do become stressed or tired they are so ingrained 

in us that they become second nature. 
 

Here are five good discipline habits to develop: 
 

1. Avoid the first impulse so you don’t overreact 
 

A good rule of thumb is to stop yourself from reacting when 

children misbehave. As much of children’s poor behaviour is 

purposeful, in that it keeps parents busy with them or is 

designed to let parents know that in fact you can make a child 

do anything they want to do, your impulsive reactions reinforce 

the behaviour. At times stopping and doing nothing is better 

than saying something you regret later on or can’t follow 

through with. 
 

2. Step away and take a breath to gain control 
 

When you feel annoyed, angry or hurt by a child’s 

misbehaviour temporarily step away from the situation and take 

a few deep breaths before you speak or act. This meta-moment 

will not only buy you time but will quickly calm you down and 

change your thinking, putting you back in control. Better self-

management helps you respond more effectively when kids 

misbehave. 

 

3. Lower your voice to be heard 

 

Do you typically repeat yourself or raise your voice when your 

children ignore your request for better behaviour or even 

cooperation. If so you are training your kids to ignore you. Try 

lowering your voice rather than raising to be heard.  This has 

the double effect of being easier to hear as well as carrying a 

greater sense of authority. 

 

4. Move toward them to be noticed 
 

Moving into children’s space to deliver a message is usually 

more effective than issuing an order across a lounge room when 

you are competing with a screen for attention. It does require 

effort but the results in terms of getting cooperation is generally 

worth it. 
 

5. Use a consequence to teach 
 

Not all children respond positively to consequences. Very 

sensitive children can take consequences personally so use them 

sparingly with more sensitive. Sometimes a change in the tone 

of your voice is enough for these children. But generally 

reasonable consequences that have a relationship to children’s 

misdemeanours and that are respectfully delivered are effective 

in teaching children to behave responsively. The trick is to 

deliver them like a neutral cop – cool, calm and with not too 

many words. 

 

Good habits are best developed in low or no stress situations so 

if you’d like to add any of these ideas to your parenting 

repertoire start putting them into practice in every day 

interactions with your children, so that they become second 

nature when you really need some cooperation from your kids. 
 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

From the APRE continued 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES Will be processed this week  

If you have a Health Care Card or a Pension 

Card you may be eligible for a discount on 

your fees. See Justine or Dorina in the Office 

for discount codes for discount. 

ABSENT CHILDREN if your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. Thank 

you for your co-operation with this matter. 

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. Thank you for your help with 

this. Please see Dorina in the Office for the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS should be coming home by the end  of 

this week. Please do not contact the School regarding orders. 

Enquiries are to sought though  NQ Photography, Deb 

Newman or Robyn Shaw on 4035 5388 they will only be too 

pleased to assist with enquiries.  

 

BOOKCLUB were due last Friday. Late orders will not be 

taken however can be ordered directly online. Thank you for 

your prompt return of orders. 
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Every Wednesday in Administration Building @ 8.00am. 

 

Laugh for the week:  When does a baby play basketball at it’s 

best???? “WHEN IT’S DRIBBLING!!” ahaahha thanks Grace! 

Running out of jokes children, Miss Hind needs some from you 

please. Pop into the office if you have a good joke for me! 

 

Saint Michael’s School in Year 3 are running a “Scooters at 

School” during Term 2 in Weeks 3,4 and 5 in Physical 

Education for Year Three students. Forms for parents to sign 

have gone home. Forms must be completed to participate. 

 

SCHOOL NETBALL practice is every Wednesday from 3-

4pm Thursday 28th game starts @ 4.50pm—5.35pm Children 

must be at Bentley Park Stadium no later than 4.30pm please. 

Good luck to you all. Have fun! 
 

Have a wonderful week!  

Justine Hind 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 2016  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
April 
Thur 28th Southern Corridor Cup Netball 4.50pm 
  St Michael’s v’s Hambledon 
Fri 29th  Mother’s Day Donations Free Dress Day 
  Gold Coin Donation  
May 
Mon 2nd Labour Day 
Tue 3rd  Mother’s Day Stall - Prices from $2-$5 
Thur 5th Southern Corridor Cup Netball 4.50pm 
  St Michael’s v’s BPC 
Fri 6th  Prep Assembly 
  Prep Mother’s Day Pamper 9-10am shared morning tea 
  Bring a small plate of treats 
  Mulgrave Cross Country 
Sun 8th  Mother’s Day 
Mon 9th St Monica’s and St Augustine’s Visit Year 5 
  @ 8.45-10.30am 
Tues 10th NAPLAN testing 
Until 12th Year 3 and Year 5 
Thur 12th Southern Corridor Cup Netball 4.00pm 
  St Michael’s v’s Yarrabah 1 
Fri 13th  Grade 5 Mass Pentecost Mass 
Sun 15th Pentecost @ 8.00am School Choir singing 
Tues 17th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 20th  Year 2 Assembly  
Mon 23rd Gordonvale State High School Summit Program  
  Year 6 transition into high school 11.20-11.50 
Wed 25th National Simultaneous Reading Day. 
Fri 27th  Year 3 Assembly 
June 
Fri 3rd  Year 3 Assembly 
  Year 3—6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
Fri 10th  Year 4 Assembly 
  School Disco 
Mon 13th Zinc 102.7FM Breakfast Show 7-9am 
Fri 17th  Year 6 Assembly 
  Senior Athletics Day @ Johnson Park 
  Report cards posted home. School fees must be  
  finalized to receive your child/ren’s report cards 
Mon 20th NAIDOC Liturgy 
Tues 21st P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed  22nd Year 5/6 Camp  Echo Creek  Adventure Centre 
Until Fri 24th   
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Fri 15th Confirmation @ 6pm 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
August 
Mon 8th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 

Prep A  Lawson Fudala 

  For his big smile, enormous heart and huge  

  appetite for learning that makes him 10 feet tall!! 

Prep B  Lacey Burkin 

  For demonstrating the St Michael’s value of  

  “community’ and help the “forgetful teacher” 

Year 1A Archer Williams 

  Zane Kapor 

  For trying your best to write neatly on red and  

  blue lines. What a huge effort! 

Year 1B Mason Burrows  

  For being persistent in class. Keep up the great  

  work 

Year 2A Charlie Dunstone 

  For always putting in his best effort into his  

  school work. Well done! 

Year 2B Tino Madero 

  For being such a willing and responsible helper  

  this week. Well done! 

Year 3A Maddison Ganley 

  For challenging herself during class activities  

  by asking question and thinking deeply about  

  various topics 

Year 3B Ella Tracey 

  For great effort in her work 

Year 4A Zoe Van Drie 

  Constantly working hard and achieving her goals 

  Janice Matthew 

  A great effort preparing for Poetry presentation 

Year 4B Leah Henderson  

  For working hard and sticking with her tasks.  

  Well done Leah! 

Year 5A Sophie Worsnop 

  Always being a positive member of class and  

  being organised! 

  Kai Lyons-Wilson 

  Being a co-operative class member 

 

Ingrid Drew, Matilda Harris, Kiana Tracey,  

Vivian Soderberg, Cohen Stoute, Billie Dean, Leila Harris, 

Jamie Soderberg 

 

 

 

Prep A  Lawson Fudala 

  For modelling the joy of reading 

Year 1A Aiden Stroud 

  For enthusiastically reading in all activities 

Year 1B Flynn Way 

  For being consistent with your reading. 

Year 2A Charlton Thomas 

  For his insightful questions during reading 

Year 2B Cody Grauner 

  Great effort in reading this term 

Year 3A Lucy Arthur 

  Consistently reading every night 

Year 3B Deandra Volpi 

  Great home reading 

Year 4A Leanne Mann 

  Team member in reading teams 

Year 4B Francis Roberts-Darkin 

  Great job at home reading 

Year 5A Ryan Hanselmann 

  Consistent reading 

Year 6A Jiselle Cuda 

  Fantastic effort and organisation 

  Danielle Worsnop 

  Settling back into second term 

Year 6B Andrew Oxford 

  Consistent efforts in reading rotations  

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

FOR SALE 

Galvanised Box Trailer 

 6ft x 5ft 

 Boat Rack 

 Electric Brakes 

 Call Mat on 0458 011 733 

TYCs present The Grumpiest Boy in the World (4yrs+) 
Come and check out TYCs next Mainstage Production, The 
Grumpiest Boy in The World! Written by internationally award 
winning Australian playwright, Finegan Krukemeyer, and utilising 
physical theatre, puppetry, storytelling, and a host of hilarious 
colourful characters combine with TYCs trademarked youthful 
appeal, this production is most certainly set to stand out! It tells 
the story of grumpy 7 year-old Zachary, who, fed up with feeling 
average, journeys into a surreal and entrancing world to discover 
what makes him special. Directed by TYCs General Manager and 
staring the company’s very own young creatives (18yrs – 25yrs), 
Danielle Aquilina, Tom Williams and Evelyn McGuinness along-
side Movement Director Amelia Pegrum, with set pieces by Hay-
ley Gillespie. 
  
In Zachary’s class, everyone is interesting – except Zachary. 
Zachary Briddling, is awfully middling. His hair sits quite fine. His 
teeth are aligned. His lines are expected, and his specs non-
existent. So Zachary grumbles (as Zachary does), to which his 
mum replies: ‘But that is just normal for here’. And she reminds 
him of all the other places – filled with giants, and miniatures, and 
hairy things, and flying things – places where Zachary would not 
be middling at all. And so he sets out… to stand out. 
  
Don’t miss out!  Playing on Friday 29 and Saturday 30 April at 
630pm in TYCs Adventure Theatre, 169 Bunda St, Cairns City. All 

tickets $12 and can be purchased at TicketLink 1300 855 835. For 

more info visit www.theyoungcompany.com.au or phone  
4041 4066. 

FOR SALE 

2012 GX Landcruiser graphite in colour. 

 

38 500kms Full log book services. 

 

ARB Bullbar, spotlights, Hayman Reece tow 

bar and genuine Toyota tray. 

 

One owner, call Daniel 0429 935 321 

 

Cairns Penny celebrate its 

117th birthday! 

 

A beautiful cake was present-

ed to St Michael’s Staff to 

share for morning tea. What a 

generous gesture from Cairns 

Penny. 

 

Thank you! 

http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/


 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 



 
Susan was 

awarded the 

clubs 
2015/2016 
junior club 
swimmer. 

Junior female 
butterfly 

award. Junior 
backstroke 
award and 

achievement 
award and 

Braydon was 
awarded a 

participation 
award.  

Congratulations 

Our Proud St 

Michael’s 

Netball team 

played Isabella 

State School 

with a loss of 

one point 7-6. 

Well done team 

   

This Thursday 

is at 4.50pm 

against 

Hambledon 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


