
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Catholic Education Week is being celebrated across 
Queensland this week.  

This annual event is held to promote the special ethos 
of Catholic schools and to highlight the great things 
that take place in Catholic schools every day.  The 
theme for this year’s celebrations is:  Opening Doors in 
the Year of Mercy. 

 Catholic education strives to make a difference in the 

lives of those in our schools and in the wider 

community by challenging young people to live out the 

message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as 

compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of 

society. 

During Catholic Education Week 2016, Catholic 

education communities across Queensland are invited 

to celebrate and share how they are opening doors for 

others. 

There are 300 Catholic schools in Queensland that 
educate around 147,000 students and employ 19,000 
teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic 
Education Week in some way.  

Celebrations throughout the week will reflect the Year 
of Mercy, drawing on the symbolism that Catholic 
schools ‘open doors’ for others. Our school will be 
participating in the following activities throughout the 
week: 
Monday—Assembly Prayer focusing on Catholic 
Education Week 
Thursday—Diocesan Mass at St Monica’s Cathedral—
our year 6 students will be attending 
Friday—Celebrate Learning Day for Years 3 to 6 and an 
Under 8’s day for Prep to year 2.  
 
We invite parents to get involved with us throughout 
this week and join in our celebrations particularly the 
celebrations on the Friday. 
 

Book Fair/Book Week 

Australia Story Country 22nd-25th Aug 
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Prayer for the Week 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK PRAYER 

Almighty Father, 

You sent forth your Son as a beacon of hope for all people. 

As Teacher, he has given us the prime example  

of the importance of education. 

As disciples, we look to him for inspiration and strength. 

Thank you for the many sisters, brothers, priests, and laypeople 

who have dedicated their lives in service to our Catholic schools. 

Thank you for the teachers and administrators  

who sustain our schools today. 

Thank you for the parents who have given support and witness to 

the importance of Catholic education in their daily lives. 

Thank you for the students who work hard to further their educa-

tion. 

Thank you for the gift of Catholic education. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  



 
 

Show Exhibit 
Congratulations to the students and to Mrs Anderson 
who worked so hard on growing the vegetables that 
were on display at the Cairns Show. It was great to see 
that we received a number of first places and first 
overall in that section. Well done!   
 

Radio Station Visit 
Radio station Star 102.7 will be visiting our school this 
Thursday to do their breakfast show at the school. 
Dave and Inkie will be here between 7am and 9am.  
 

The broadcast will involve some of our students being 
given the opportunity to speak on air throughout the 
morning. At 7:45 the school choir will be performing. At 
8am and 8:30am 2 students will be presenting the 
weather. At 8:20am one of our students will also be 
participating in “Are you smarter than Inkie?” Star 102.7 
will also be supplying a healthy breakfast and providing 
giveaways throughout the morning. 
 

Normanhurst College 
Each year, Year 9 students from Loreto Normanhurst 
Girls College in Sydney visit St Michael’s as part of their 
yearly excursion.  The students work with our children, 
as well as helping out in the library.  Their visit will be in 
Week 4 of this term. 
 

Pyramid Race Day 
On Saturday 13th August, our school has been asked by 
the Pyramid Race Day committee to assist with the 
clean up of the grounds.  Please put your name on the 
roster as many hands make light work. Please see Kylie 
Smith if you can assist or send an email to the office 
and we will pass on your details.  Thanks in anticipation 
of lots of helpers on the day. 
 
 

Prep 2017 
There are only a few places left for next year.  If you 
have not had an interview please make an 
appointment asap.   
St Michael’s School has been selected to participate in 
trialing a transition program for next year’s Prep. The 
prep teachers (Alison and Deirdre) are working with 
Sarah Hession and Leigh Quirk from Catholic Education 
Services. It is hoped within the next few weeks we can 
advise how the Transition program will work. 
 
 

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children’s Day 
Thursday 4th August is National Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Children’s Day and this year’s theme for 

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s 
Day (NATSICD) is: 

We all belong, my country, our country 

Children’s Day is a time for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander families to celebrate the strengths and culture 
of their children. The day is an opportunity for all 
Australians to show their support for Aboriginal 
children, as well as learn about the crucial impact that 
culture, family and community play in the life of every 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child. 
 
 

Spell-a-thon 
A letter is attached with today’s newsletter in regard to 
a Spell-a-thon which the Parents and Friends will be 
organsing through this term. Further information and 
instructions will go home next week in regard to the 
Spell-a-thon. I would like to encourage everyone to get 
involved and support this as much as possible as the 
money raised goes towards assisting students in their 
learning.  
 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
25-29 July—Catholic Education Week 
29 July—Under 8’s day  
  Celebrate learning Year 3 to 6 
  Docemus Awards 
10 Aug—Wonders of Living Parent Information Session 
14 Aug—First Eucharist 8am 
15 Aug—Feast of Assumption (whole school mass) 
16 Aug—P&F Meeting 
26 Aug– Fowlers U/12 Netball  
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills 
(Netball) Competitions  
 
 

Community Prayers 
We continue to pray for Chenisha Yeatman (year 5) and 

her  family. Chenisha’s brother was tragically killed in a 

car accident over the weekend. 

If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE THOUGHTS 
 

Catholic Education Week 
Celebrations 
 
As part of our Catholic Education Week 
celebrations, children are inviting 
‘someone special that they know belongs to 
them’ to our school to be a part of our Parent 

Wellbeing Expo.  This will be held THIS FRIDAY 29th JULY. 
 

 
Year 3-6 will be involved in ‘Celebrate Learning’ rotations on this 
day, and P-2 will be holding an Under 8’s Day. 
 
Year 6 students will travel to Cairns this Thursday for Mass and 
workshops as part of Catholic Education Week 
 
On Wednesday we will play our annual Teachers vs Students 
Netball game after second lunch. 
 
Peer Support  
 
In the next few weeks we will begin our annual 
Peer Support program.  Peer Support is an 
extremely important part of our school culture, 
and we really look forward to participating in 
this important learning opportunity every year. 
This year we will be focusing on the ‘Stronger 
Together’ module. 
 
What is the Peer Support program?  
The Peer Support program provides students with a supportive 
environment where children and young people develop skills, 
understandings, attitudes and strategies to improve their mental, 
social and emotional wellbeing. Positive relationships are 
developed across the school through a series of engaging 
activities with a range of students of all ages. The program 
enables participating students to contribute in an environment 
where all can join in. Those students helping to lead the program 
also gain leadership skills.  
 
 

How does Peer Support work?  
Our students will meet in small, mixed level groups every week 
for 8 weeks. Sessions will run for about 40 minutes using 
materials from Peer Support Australia. Peer Support Australia’s 
mission is to provide an evidence based, peer led approach to 
enhance the mental, social and emotional wellbeing of young 
people. Peer Support has trained our staff and our staff have 
trained our student Peer Leaders to run supervised sessions to 

develop protective factors and strengthen positive relationships 
across the school. Peer Leaders will work with small groups of 
students from P- Year 5. Using Peer Leaders means we have 
student role models who can help our staff and parents 
encourage positive relationships.  

The Stronger Together module  
The module builds on research from health promotion, 
prevention and positive psychology approaches.  
The module covers the following topics:  
Session 1 Feeling safe - Being me!  
Session 2 Strong me! 
Session 3 Including others  
Session 4 Make the change   
Session 5 Know your rights   
Session 6 Make a choice  
Session 7 Standing together   
Session 8 Take the lead!  
The students identify their own strengths and then discuss what 
is respectful and what are unhealthy behaviours and how 
strategies, including talking to staff and parents can help. The 
module reinforces some of our schools key values and our 
policy and procedures.  
 

© 2016 Peer Support Australia  
Visit www.peersupport.edu.au and use the parent tab for further 
information. 

Spring Fair 
The St. Michael’s Parish is organizing a Spring Fair for Saturday 
29th October.  This is set to be a great community event.  A 
group has been formed to co-ordinate the Fair, if you are 
interested in being involved please contact Jenny McKay, Liz 
Anderson, Sarah Hession or Donna Gravagna. 
 
Pyramid Race 
This year the Parish and School are supporting connection to 
the wider Gordonvale community by helping to organise 
participation in both the Charity Run and 5km Race. The race is 
held on Saturday August 13th.  Participants from the school and 
Parish will have the option to wear a St. Michael’s sports shirt 
(tank) to show they are part of our group. 
If you or your child is interested in joining either of these groups 
please contact: 
CHARITY RUN:  Mr. Hugh O’ Brien.  405663629   
hobrienrll@hotmail.com 
5KM Race: Sarah Hession  40561614   
shession@cns.catholic.edu.au  
After contacting either myself or Hugh, you will then need to 
register and pay for yourself.  This can be done via the Pyramid 
Race website http://www.pyramidrace.com.au/ .  The cost for the 
Charity race is $20 adult, $5 per child.  The 5km race costs $30 
adult, $20 child. 
 
It would be wonderful to see lots of people join in the fun! 
 
Celebration 25th September 
 

 All who have been Baptised during Fr Jude’s time in 
Gordonvale are invited, with their families ,to a Sunday Mass to 
celebrate the feast of St Michael with a social gathering to 
follow.  The Parish would love photographs of the Baptised for a 
Powerpoint.  Please contact Rita in the Parish Office. 
 
Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 

Parent Wellbeing Expo Information 

9 am – 12 
noon 
(Drop in at 
anytime) 

Coffee, tea, cakes and wellbeing resources 
shared by Alyce Cahill and Sarah Hession.  In 
Library 
  

9am – 
1.30pm 

Under 8’s Day and Year 3-6      Celebrate 
Learning Day 
Please feel free to join the activities that your 
children are participating in 

1.15pm Zumba class in the Hall. 
Your child will be on lunch break if you would 
like to invite them to join in the fun with you! 

2pm How to engage young readers in stories.  
Miss Colleen will share her marvelous gift of 
reading with children and give parents ideas 
and strategies for doing this at home. 
This will be held in the Early Years Learning 
Support room. 

mailto:hobrienrll@hotmail.com
mailto:shession@cns.catholic.edu.au
http://www.pyramidrace.com.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES  Attached to this newsletter  

is all the information from Catholic Education 

regarding 2017 Tuition Fees. Please read, as the 

information regarding fee discounts is very 

helpful if you are eligible. Term 3 school fees 

will be processed in the third week of term, Friday 29th July. 

Please contact the office if you have recently changed you 

email address. Thank you. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care 

Card/Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 

discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 

dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the Office 

to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you are 

already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of the 

HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and expiry 

up to date with the administration office. If you have any 

enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be emailed 

to  Justine on  email address 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your  children are away dur ing 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child is 

away from school. If you have directly informed your teacher 

you will also need to contact the administration. Families can 

simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. If your 

child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time due 

to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request a letter 

either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you for your  

co-operation with this matter. A reminder that if your child/ren 

are absent for more than two consecutive days a medical 

certificate is required for administration.  

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. All parents and carers are also 

required to sign in at the front desk for a visitors pass. Thank 

you for your help with this. Please see Dorina in the Office for 

the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Keep on smiling and be kind. 

Justine Hind  

 

CALENDAR 2016  
 
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Thur 28th Year 6 Students Attending Mass at the Cathedral  
Until 30th 
Thurs 28th Star 102.7 School Breaky Show Visit 
  St Augustine’s Band @ 11.15am 
Friday 29th Opening Doors Under 8’s group activities  
  Year 3-6 Social and Emotional Expo 
  Parents Day Celebrations  
  School Fees Email out to Parents 
August  Week 4 Loreto Year 9 Students Visit St Michael’s 
Mon 1st  Spell-A-thon until 26th Aug 
Thur 4th Fowlers Netta  Netball Under 10’s 
Wed 10th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sat 13th  Pyramid Race and Country Fair 2016 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Puberty Talks  Yr 5-6 
Mon 22nd until Thursday 25th  
  Book Fair Book Week 
  Australia Story Country 
Wed 24th Book Character Dress Up Day 
Fri 26th  Fowlers Cup Netball Under/12 
 
September 
Fri 3rd  Year 3 Assembly Mass 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Fri 9th  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 

Finance: Term 3 Fees will be sent home via 

email on Friday 29th July. If there are any 

changes to email addresses please contact the 

Office. Thank you.  

  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 
 

Prep A Hannah Ganley 
  For being Connie Confidence with your  
  reading. You are a Rocket Reader!  
Prep B Harry Black 
  Reading with confidence. You are a Pocket  
  Rocket Reader! 
Year 1A Marcus Volpi 
  For confidently and enthusiastically   
  participating in all reading activities 
Year 1B Madeline Black 
  For reading with confidence. Thank you for  
  being my “guinea pig”! 
Year 2A Zac Northage 
  For giving a top effort to all reading tasks.  
  Well done! 
Year 2B Ellie Greenwood 
  For your dedication to improving your  
  reading at school and at home 
Year 3A Bella Leotta 
  For reading consistently every night!! 
Year 3B Tom Hession 
  For great home reading and contributing to  
  reading groups 
Year 4A Hannah French 
  For an excellent effort in Reading Groups! 
Year 4B Alisha Cutuli 
  For her consistent home reading 
Year 5A Lochlan Soderberg 
  Reading with confidence! 
Year 6A Keanu Hillman 
  For your growing engagement in and love  
  for reading. Well done! 
Year 6B Kiana Tracey 
  For being a keen, enthusiastic reader who  
  always tries her best in reading rotation  
  activities 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rylan Jansen  - Lyla Pendrigh -Oriarna Price 
Zane Kapor—Benjamin Andrejic 
Jennifer Willison -Rook Price 



St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

St. Michael’s Dragons training  

(Rugby League) 

Training starts next week on Tuesday 2nd 

August and will be at Alley Park from 4 – 

5 pm. All players need to attend training. 

This training will continue all term and will culminate in 

our team competing in the Jim Graham Cup on the last 

day of this term. Students please let Mr Wagner or 

Mr Gravagna know, if you can't make training. 
 

QLD Cross Country Championships 

Well done to Marley Wagner who recently competed in 

the QLD Cross Country Championships in Maryborough. 

Marley finished a respectable 25th out of 57 runners. 

Well done Marley! 
 

Sharon Finnan Netball Carnival Champs 

Congratulations to Rickell Andrews and Lystra Miller 

whose team the Shadow Roos won the Under 13’s 

Division of this competition.  Rickell and Lystra were 

also selected to be a part of the Junior Talented 

Squad. What a wonderful achievement, good work girls. 

Well done to Zac and 

Deandra on your great 

sports achievements. 

 

 

 

 

 

St Michael’s Athletics Record Holders 

 

 

 

 

Well done to our School Record holders. Great job!  

John Gravagna 

Susan and Braydon Hutchins at the Cairns Show on 
Wednesday, it was a 
wet day and the 
ground was soft and 
boggy, their family 
breed miniature 
horses and our stud 
name is Larapinta 
Miniature horse stud. 
Susan got 2 first, 2 
seconds, 1 third and a 
champion placing, 
Braydon got 2 seconds 
and 2 third placings. 
Overall a good family outing as dad came along too. 
Congratulations on your achievement Susan and Braydon! 

 

July 

 

26th Zoe Van Drie 

27th Shaytarni Neal-Yeatman 

29th Alessandra Fiorenza 

 Stevie Spilstead 

30th Lachlan Martin 

31st Kai Lyons Wilson 

 Cooper Stoute 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 
  

2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge  
Exciting news the Premier’s Reading    Challenge start-

ed on the 16th of May!! All students in the school are 

welcome to participate. Students have till the 29th of 

August to read a cer tain number  of books. For  Prep 

to Year 2 to read or experience 20 books, Years 3 and 4 

to read 20 books and Year 5 and 6 to read 15 books. 

 

All you need to do is fill in the school reader record 

form.  Your teacher will have a copy for you.  If you 

complete the challenge, hand your completed form in to 

the library or your teacher.  Library staff will enter your 

details and you will receive a certificate from the Prem-

ier for your efforts, so make sure your name is spelt cor-

rectly and easy for staff to read. 

 

This is a great way to boost children’s literacy skills by 
encouraging students to read widely for pleasure and 
learning, to develop their imagination, and to cultivate 
a passion for literature.  Let’s all get involved in this ex-
citing challenge!! 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Out of School Hours Care 

 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol your 

child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


