
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Welcome to our Catholic Education Week 
edition  of the newsletter.  Our prayer this week 
celebrates the wonderful role which Catholic 
Education plays within the community, however 
it also reminds us of the tremendous 
responsibility those of us in Catholic Education 
have in our daily attempts to bring the love of 
God into our world by following the example 
Jesus has given to us.  During this week,  join 
with me in reflecting on how each and every one 
of us can bring goodness and kindness to our 
world. 
 

Catholic Education Week 

Catholic Education Week 2014 will be held from 

Sunday 27 July - Saturday 2 August and will focus 

on the theme: 

“Come, live life in all its fullness” 

This inspirational call is based on the Gospel of John 

(10:10), challenging those who answer it to “live 

fully”. 

Reflecting this Gospel call, Catholic schools strive to 

provide a learning experience through which every 

young person has the opportunity to reach their full 

human potential - spiritually, intellectually, 

emotionally, socially, culturally and physically - and 

know what it means to engage in all that life has to 

offer.   

During Catholic Education Week 2014, Catholic 

education communities across Queensland are 

invited to celebrate and share how their communities 

are encouraging and providing opportunities for their 

members to “Come, live life in all its fullness”. 

At St Michael’s we are highlighting what is special 

about being a part of Catholic Education and during 

that week our students will participate in some fun 

activities. 

Tuesday—Yr 3-7 Activity Day 

Wednesday—Opening Classroom Morning 

Thursday—Diocesan Mass at St Monica’s Cathedral 

Yr 67; Teacher VS Student Netball 

Friday—Under 8s Day 

 

We invite parents to get involved with us 

throughout this week and join in our 

celebrations. 
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Prayer for the Week 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK PRAYER 

Loving God, 
We praise and thank You for the gift of Catholic education. 

May we always use what we learn in our schools to teach and live the 
ways of Jesus. 

Let us use our voices to show respect, caring and responsibility. 
May our ideas and our actions demonstrate our commitment to 

 justice and peace so we can build Your kingdom on earth. 
As life long learners, team players and caring participants, may we be 
living examples of Jesus in our schools, homes, parishes and commu-

nities. 
We will lovingly and generously carry out our responsibilities to our-

selves and others as a sign of our love for You. 
Thank You God for the gift of Catholic education. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Important Dates for Term 3 
28 July—1 August—Catholic Education Week 
29 July—Year 3 to 7 Activity Day 
30 July—Opening Morning in classrooms 
31 July—Catholic Education Week Mass 
1 August—Unders 8s Activity Day 
9 August—Pyramid Race Day 
11 August—John Burland Concert 
12&14 August—Wonders of Living Program 
15 August—Feast of the Assumption 
21 August—School Performance Tours Show 
22 August—Ball Games Day 
25-31 August—Book Week 
25 August—P-3 Deadly Australians Show 
27 August—Book Character Dress Up Day & 
Author Visit 
5 September—Fowlers Cup Netball Carnival 
12 September—Gala Sports Day 
19 September—Talk Like a Pirate Free Dress 
Day 
19 September—Jim Graham and Mary Mills 
Competitions 
 
Normanhurst College 
Each year, Year 9 students from Normanhurst 
Girls College in Sydney visit St Michael’s as part of 
their yearly excursion.  The students work with 
our children, as well as teaching them bush 
dancing and helping out in the library.  Their visit 
will be in Week 3 of this term. 
 
2nd in the World! 

Congratulations to Portia Eden who has 
come second in the world for her BMX 

racing.  What a marvelous achievement!! 
 
P&F 
Many thanks to the parents who attended the 
meeting last week.  We are a small but efficient 
group!  Meetings are usually finished within less 
than 1 hour and we would love to see more 
people attending.  At our last meeting we 
reviewed the Parents/Guardians and Visitors to 
the School Policy. It is published in the 
newsletter for your information. 
 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Children’s Day 

Monday 4th August is National Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day and this year’s 

theme for National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Children’s Day (NATSICD) is: 

Kids in Culture — Strong, Proud, Resilient. 

 

The aim of this year’s theme is to: 

 celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children, their strengths and their connections to 

culture 

 draw attention to the wellbeing and protection of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 

and highlight the crucial role that culture plays 

in keeping children safe. 

 

Mary MacKillop Feast Day—8th August 

Mary Helen MacKillop RSJ, also known as St 

Mary of the Cross MacKillop, was an 

Australian of Scottish descent who has 

been declared a saint by the Catholic 

Church. Together with the Reverend Julian 

Tenison Woods, she founded the Sisters of St 

Joseph of the Sacred Heart, a 

congregation of religious sisters which 

established a number of schools and 

welfare institutions throughout Australasia, 

with an emphasis on education for the rural 

poor.  One of St Mary MacKillop’s famous 

sayings was “Never see a need without 

doing something about it”.  This is a 

challenge for each of us today. 

 
Community Prayers 
We pray for Trish Nash, a principal colleague 
diagnosed with cancer. If anyone has anything 
which they would like mentioned in our community 
prayers, please let me know. 
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Parents/Guardians and Visitors to the School 

Policy 

Preamble 

A Catholic School is a place that promotes 

responsibility, respect, reverence and academic 

excellence in a safe learning and teaching 

environment. 

All students, parents and staff have the right to be 

safe, and feel safe, in their school community.  With 

this right comes the responsibility to be accountable 

for actions that put at risk the safety of others or 

oneself.  

Principles 

 All members of the school community are to 

be treated with respect and dignity, especially 

persons in positions of authority. 

 Members of the school community are 

expected to use non-violent means to resolve 

conflict.  Physically or verbally aggressive 

behaviour is not a responsible way to interact 

with others. 

 Parents play an important role in the education 

of their children and have a responsibility to 

support the efforts of school staff in 

maintaining a safe and respectful learning 

environment for all students. 

Values 

Respect, love, care, justice, service, reverence 

Procedures 

RIGHTS 

You have the right to: 

 Be respected and recognised as the major 

influence upon your child’s development. 

 Be and feel, welcome in our school. 

 Be actively involved in the education of your 

child. 

 Meet with school personnel at a mutually 

convenient time. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

You have the responsibility to: 

 Encourage good behaviour habits in your 

child. 

 Encourage your child to accept and follow the 

school’s Positive Relationships Policy 

(behaviour management). 

 Consult with school personnel at a mutually 

convenient time about any concerns. 

 Ensure children are punctual and thoroughly 

prepared to maximize learning. 

 Show an active interest in your child’s school 

work and progress 

 Communicate regularly with the school 

 Help your child be neat, appropriately dressed 

and prepared for school 

 Ensure that your child attends school regularly 

and on time 

 Promptly report to the school your child’s 

absence or late arrival 

 Monitoring your child’s homework 

 Help your child develop positive attitudes to 

school and respect the staff and school 

property 

 Treat all individuals respectfully regardless of 

race, religion, gender or age. 

 Treat with confidentiality any information 

regarding students’ learning, behaviour, etc 

when assisting in the classroom 

 Avoid addressing problems with individual 

students – discuss issues with the class teacher 

 A blue card may be required for parental 

volunteers under specific circumstances. Eg: to 

be a member of the school board or helper 

with sporting teams. 

Procedures 

 The Principal maintains the right to use the 

powers given under Queensland Legislation to 

deal with issues regarding parent / guardian / 

visitors causing a disturbance within the 

school grounds. 

 This policy is to be included in the Volunteers 

Induction Package. 



 

APRE NEWS 
 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK: 

Yesterday Mr Lionel Williamson, local 

ambassador for Catholic Education Week, 

addressed the school and spoke about 

Jesus’ commandment of love one another  

and how important it is to make friends- He 

then went on to talk with the Grade 5, 6 

and 7 students and was particularly interested in discussing with 

them their leadership role in the school.  The students were 

interested in hearing about Mr Williamson’s experience as an 

Australian Rugby League Representative.  Many thanks to Mr 

Williamson for so generously sharing his time and wisdom. 

 

Today the Grades 3-7 have their Celebrate Learning Day.  

The students will be rotating around a variety of activities that 

celebrate life-long learning, including Science, The Arts, 

Meditation, and PE. 

 

Open Classroom Day: Tomorrow morning the classes will be 

open for parents, carers and grandparents to come in and share 

in some of the learning that the children are engaged in.  Please 

come along and join in the fun. 

 

Catholic Education Diocesan Mass: The Grade 6 & 7 students 

will be attending the Mass held on Thursday morning at St 

Monica’s Cathedral.   

 

Student V Teachers Netball: On Thursday afternoon, the 

game is on.  With teachers versing students in Netball. 

 

Under 8s Day:  Friday is our annual St Michael’s Under 8s 

Day.  

 

PEER SUPPORT 2014:  Congratulations to the Grade 5, 6 & 7 

students who successfully completed their training in the Peer 

Support Leadership Program, last week.  The students worked 

collaboratively through a series of sessions that focused on 

different aspects of leadership- team building skills, effective 

communication skills, decision making and empathy.  I was 

personally impressed with the level of understanding that the 

students displayed, as well as the mature way in which they 

were able to reflect upon their learning.  I have captured some 

of their ideas to share with you.   

Peer Support will commence in Week 5 and will run for 35 

minutes each week.  The Program this year will focus on 

making and keeping friends and is line with the You Can Do It 

Program taught at St Michael’s. 

 

WONDER OF LIVING PROGRAM: The Wonder of Living 

Program for Grades 1-7 will be held on Tuesday, August 12.  

Please see the attached note for further information. 

The Puberty talks for girls and boys in Grades 5-7 will be held 

on Thursday, August 14.  

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM:  The Program for First 

Communion will commence soon.  First Communion will be 

held on Sunday, September 14 at St Michael’s Church at 

8:00am. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 
 

SCHOOL FEES  went home with eldest in 

the family yesterday 28th July. Yay! If you 

have not received your account invoice please 

contact Justine in the Office for a Copy. 

Accounts are payable within 14 days. 
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING  Janelle will still be visiting the school 

Wednesday for all your School Banking needs. Reminder  

8.00am in Office.  
 

Ladies Joggers have been left behind from the Prep-
Year 2 Sports day. Collect from the office please. 
 

There has been an amount of $95.00 deposited into 
the school account with reference Gurriny Yealamu 
can you please contact Justine if this deposit 
belongs to you. Thank you. 
 

St Michael’s Angels and Doves training starts  
Wednesday Angels and  Friday Doves between  
3-4pm see you there. Angels ready to rumble on 
Thursday. Collect dresses on Wednesday. 
 

Piconne IGA Community Benefits At the moment they 

are upgrading their Community Benefits program and are not 

registering any new organisations. They hope to be able to start 

registering new groups by end of this week. We have applied 

for registration. Hopefully we will be successful this time 

around. Thank you  to all parents who have expressed interest. 
 

Justine Hind  
 

Playgroup is a fun morning for everyone, whether you attend St 

Michael’s School or not. There are plenty of activities for all ages and 

welcome any new ideas or suggestions. Playgroup is about being non-

judgemental,  supporting each other, sharing ideas and just getting 

together for a cuppa. 

Plenty of singing and dancing and in general having lots of fun. What 

a better place to have messy play here and not at  home. 

 

Paula Castle 

CALENDAR 2014 
TERM 3 

29th July Year 3—7 Activity Day 

30th July Opening Morning in Classrooms 

31st July Catholic Education Week Mass @  

  St Monica’s Year 6/7 Attend 

  Teachers v’s St Michael’s Angels Netball  

  match after second lunch 

1st Aug Under 8’s Day Activity Day 

5th Aug Year 3&4 Liturgy 

8th Aug Year 3&4 Assembly Prayer 

9th Aug Pyramid Race Day  

11th Aug John Burland Concert 

12& 14th  Wonders of Living Program 

15th Aug Feast of the Assumption 

21st Aug From Halfway Around The World @ 9am 

22nd Aug Ball Games Carnival @ St Michael’s 

25th Aug P-3 Deadly Australians Show 

25th-28th  Scholastic Book Fair 

27th Aug Book Character Dress Up Day 

27th Aug Author Visit—Trudie Trewin  

29th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival  - Senior Team 

12th Sep Gala Sports Day—TBC 

14th Sep First Eucharist   

19th Sep Jim Graham and Mary Mills Cup 

  Talk like a Pirate Free Dress Day 
 

TERM 4 

23rd Oct St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 

11-13th Nov  SCHOOL CAMP Yr5/6/7 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 3 Mon 14th July—Fri 19th Sept 10 weeks 
Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 

 

 
28th July Hayden Clarke 

29th July Alessandra Fiorenza 

29th July Stevie Spilstead 

31st July Kai Lyons-Wilson  

31st July Cooper Stoute 

1st Aug Mia Watchers 

2nd Aug Keanu Hillman 

 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

Prep A  Isla MCallum 

  For working hard in class and for making   

  good decisions. Bravo Isla 

Prep B  Lucas Huth 

  Talia Daly 

  Great story writing! 

Year 1A Maddison Ganley 

  For always working hard in class and being a positive  

  role model. You are brilliant! 

Year 1B Caitlyn Greensill 

  For working  hard to completer your written work.  

  Super Star! 

  Archie Dunstone 

  For always keeping appositive attitude. Well done! 

Year 2A Zoe Van Drie 

  For a great start to Term Three. You are always  

  willing to take risks and give  everything a go 

  Wyl Owens 

  For working tough to complete set tasks and taking  

  more pride in your work 

Year 2B Paddy Bassani  

  For being organised and ready to learn 

  Alisha Cutuli 

  For being very persistent with your home reading.  

  Your effort has really paid off! 

  Tara Hennessy 

  For applying your persistent attitude to your   

  reading . What amazing progress you  have made! 

Year 3A Bradley Cutuli 

  For showing excellent persistence and being ready to 

  learn. Keep up the great work! 

  Shantali Connolly 

  For always being organised in class and ready to learn 

Year 4A Brodie Alloway 

  For starting Term 3 focussed on your work.  

  Keep it up! 

  Harry Warncke 

  For making a great start to Term 3. Keep up the  

  effort Harry! 

  Georgia Leonardi 

  For settling in so well at St Michael’s this term. 

  Well done! 

Year 4B Kelly Carter  

  For showing amazing RESPECT to learning and doing  

  his best 

  Gino Di Bella 

  For showing amazing RESPECT to learning and doing  

  his best 

Year 5A Salvatore Di Bella 

  For working hard in all areas. You have started Term 

  3 in a great way 

Year 5/6A Cade Fornera 

  For being well organised, managing your time   

  efficiently and completing all activities on time, all of 

  the time 

  James Pike 

  For wonderful getting along skills and your   

  enthusiastic approach to all activities 

 



 

 
 



 

 
TYC Drama Classes for 5yrs+ 
 

Join in the dramatic adventures at The 

Young Company Theatre this semester. 

Develop confidence, explore your  

creativity, make new friends and learn the 

essentials of stage performance through 

improvisation, role-play, scripts, and  

characterization activities and then  

perform in front of a live audience with 

costumes, sets, props, sound effects, live 

projections and theatrical lighting!! For 
more information phone 40414066, 

email info@theyoungcompany.com.au,
 visit our web-

site www.theyoungcompany.com.au or 
visit us 169 Bunda St, Cairns City. 

31 Oct – 2 Nov 2014  : : Worldwide Marriage En-

counter weekend for married couples 

Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston (QLD) 

For bookings/details contact:  Tamara and Scott 

Menteith, ph (07) 4634 3559, stjmen@aapt.net.au  

Information website:  www.wwme.org.au  

Lydia Ziegler played in a Netball  

Carnival in Innisfail on Saturday and 

Sunday for her Club Leprechauns under 

11's team winning all games and taking 

out the       

championship  

Congratulations 

Lydia and her 

Leprechauns Team 

you should all be 

proud of yourself. 

Picture provided 

by Kim Ziegler 

mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/
mailto:stjmen@aapt.net.au
http://www.wwme.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


