
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
This Sunday we celebrate Mothers Day.  What 
wonderful people mothers are—selfless, giving, 
loving, the list could go on and on.  Let’s stop 
and thank God for our own mothers and pray a 
special blessing for them this week.  Happy 
Mothers Day to all our mums and grandmas! 
Today, I also continue with the next article 
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community. 
 

BE WELCOMING TO ALL WHO SEEK TO 

SHARE THEIR LIFE 

Our schools will engage with people wherever they 

are in their lives and faith journeys. 

Catholic schools of the future will continue the work 

of the Second Vatican Council which sought to open 

the Church to the world and to engage with people 

where they are in both their lives and their faith 

journeys.  In times of great material and spiritual 

need, our schools will continue their outreach to 

those who will most benefit by their service. 

St Michael’s School strives to provide a warm 

welcome for all families who seek to share in our  

 

community life.  Through our life giving 

relationships, St Michael’s School reaches out to the 

wider community to offer support in a variety of 

charitable ways as well as being inclusive of 

members of our school community who need our 

support and care.  Over the past few years, a number 

of staff, students and families have been welcomed 

into the Catholic Church and we support our 

students through their sacramental programs. 

 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2016.  
Enrolment interviews have begun.  If you have 
not yet given your enrolment package to the 
office, please do so asap. If you know of any 
families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 
please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
 
School Uniforms 

With the colder weather on us, it is a timely reminder 

to all parents that the ONLY coloured jumper which 

can be worn to school is maroon.  Jumpers can be 

purchased from the uniform shop or any maroon 

jumper is allowed.  Students wearing incorrect 

jumpers will be reminded of correct uniform.  Thank 

you in anticipation on your support with this matter 

 

Mothers Day Stall 

The Mothers Day Stall will be WEDNESDAY 

6th May.  A huge thanks to Ngaire Shelley for 

her organization of this stall. 
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Prayer for the Week 
A blessing and prayer tribute to all mothers  

"Blessed be all mothers who have come into our lives 

Whose kindness, care and loving remain with us to guide. 

Your inspiration in us made us strive in every way 

Especially to remember helping others makes our day. 

Mothers, this little tribute flows directly from my heart 

You are so loved and cherished invaluable, one and all, you are. 

Susan Kramer 
  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Bravehearts Presentation 
Our students will have a Bravehearts Presentation 
on Thursday 7th May at 10am.  The aim of this is to 
promote child safety within our community.  
Parents are welcome to attend. 
 
St Monica’s and St Augustine’s Visit 
These high schools will be visiting our Year 5 
students on Monday 11th May at 8.45am.  
Parents are welcome to attend. 

 

NAPLAN TESTS 
Just a reminder that children in Years 3 and 5 
will be sitting the NAPLAN tests on Tuesday 
12th, Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th May.  
It is important that during this time children get 
adequate rest and nutrition to maximize their 
abilities.  Whilst these tests are an important 
part of a whole school testing program, they 
need to be considered in light of the fact that 
they are ‘one-off’ tests and should be 
considered in relation to other assessment 
completed throughout the year. 

 

Important Dates Term 2 
6 May—Mothers Day Stall 
7 May—Bravehearts Presentation at 10am 
10 May—Mothers Day 
11 May—St Monica’s & St Augustine’s visit at 
8.45am 
12-14 May—NAPLAN Testing 
18 May—Prep & Year 1 Puppet Show—Healthy 
Eating 
19 May—Parent Education Sessions on Maths 
with Dot Shea 
22 May— Pentecost Whole School Mass 
27 May—National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
29 May—Yr 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
3 June—Student Principal for a Day 
8 June—Queens Birthday Holiday 
12 June—School Disco & P-2 Athletics Carnival 
19 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson 
Park 
23 June—Confirmation 
26 June—Last day of term 
 
 
 
 

Stop, Drop and Go Zone 
 
A huge thanks to Greg Nucifora and Councillor 
Steve Brain for assisting us in achieving our 
Stop, Drop and Go Zone at the front of the 
school. For the safety of all students, I would 
ask that you please read the following 
procedure carefully and let any other family 
members or friends who assist with pick up or 
drop off, the correct procedure.  Please note 
particularly the need to move your vehicle 
forward so that more cars can pull in behind 
you.  Please ensure that you take note of the 
signage as police will begin patrols of the 
area and issuing fines for traffic violations. 
 
Procedures for St Michael’s School Car Park 

Drop-off and Pick-up for Parents and Carers  

1. There is one Stop, Drop and Go Zone for St 

Michael’s School at the front of the school in Mill 

Street. 

 

2. When you approach the Stop, Drop and Go Zone, 

you are asked to move your car as far forward as you 

can to allow other cars to pull in behind you.  Please 

do not pull up directly in front of the main building 

if there are spaces further up Mill Street. 

 

3. At pick up time, as you approach the Stop, Drop 

and Go Zone, please use your indicator lights to 

indicate to cars behind you that you are waiting to 

pull into the Stop, Drop and Go area. 

 

4. There will be a waiting period of 2 minutes only 

for children to be at the car.  If the children are not 

ready, the parent/carer is to move off and do a circle 

of the block.  This will allow for other cars to pull 

into position. 

 

5. Children must be able to independently leave and 

enter the car, i.e. the parent must remain in the 

vehicle at all times.  

 

6. If you want to park your car, you must use the car 

parks on the opposite side of Mill Street.  Parents 

will need to walk across the road to collect children 

and supervise them while crossing Mill Street.  

Please do not call students across the road to you. 

 

7. There is no parking on the school side of the road 

in front of the Church. 

From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’   



8. To assist with smooth flow, all families are issued 

with a card the same size as a sun visor with the 

family name of the children to be collected. They can 

be fixed just using rubber bands or any method you 

choose. These cards are to be displayed by the 

approaching vehicles at pick-up time by dropping the 

sun visor. The teacher on duty can call the children to 

be ready and waiting by the time the car is in 

position.  

 

9. The Stop, Drop and Go Zone will only work if 

everyone uses common sense and common courtesy. 

 

St Michael’s School aims to make our school the 

safest possible environment for all students and I 

thank you in advance for your support in making this 

happen. 

 

The laminated name cards will be sent home this 

week.  If you need more than one, can you please 

make your own for additional cars.  

 

P&F Meeting 
Once again we had a very successful and 
productive P&F meeting last Tuesday.  The P&F 
provided invaluable feedback on the Procedure 
for Drop off and Pick up, as well as the Custody 
Issues Policy which is attached to this 
newsletter.  It was great to see some new faces 
at the meeting and I can reassure all parents 
that the meeting goes for no more than 1 hour 
from 5.30-6.30pm.  Next month, we would love 
to see even more new faces. 
 
Expression of Interest—Tuckshop Convenor 
At the end of the year, Jo McGowan is finishing 
as our tuckshop convenor and the P&F are 
looking for someone who is willing to take on 
this role in 2016.  If you are interested in the 
position please write to the P&F President 
including a letter and resume.  If you would like 
to know more about the position, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school office or speak 
with Jo personally.  Expressions of interest are 
required by the end of Term 2. 
 
 

 

Staff on Long Service Leave this year 

7 May to 9 June—Mrs Poke 
21-28 May—Mrs Clarke (Miss Melissa will 

replace Mrs Clarke in the library whilst Mrs 
Janene Anderson replaces Miss Melissa) 
19-26 June—Mrs Rick (Mrs Hession and 

Mrs Drew will act in this role and Mrs Poke 
will be teaching in Year 4 and 6) 
10 August—18 September—Mrs Martin 

(Mrs Rick will replace Mrs Martin as Acting 
Principal.  Mrs Hession and Mrs Drew will 

support Mrs Rick and Mrs Poke will teach 
in Year 4 and 6) 
7-18 September—Mrs Fedorov (Mrs King 

will teach in Prep) 
5-30 October—Miss Colleen (Mrs Steinberg 

will be working in Prep) 
6-13 October—Mrs Rick (Mrs Hession and 
Mrs Drew will act in this role and Mrs Poke 

will be teaching in Year 4 and 6) 
6-16 October—Mrs Fedorov (Mrs King will 
teach in Prep) 
 

Community Prayer 
 

We continue to pray for my cousin Peter who is 
battling cancer.  If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
 

From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’   



CUSTODY ISSUES POLICY 
 

Preamble 

Schools are often confronted with issues relating to 

custody of students.  While such issues are often 

emotionally charged, the school will manage custody 

related issues in accordance with the law. 

Policy 

At St Michael’s School we endeavour to develop and 

implement a clear and responsible process for 

managing custody related issues at a school level. 

Values 

Community, Service, Justice, Love, Care, Truth, 

Respect, Dignity, Trust, Compassion 

Procedure 

 Parents or guardians are required to complete 

and sign accurate enrolment forms for children 

for whom they have custody. 

 Enrolments must be accompanied by Birth 

Certificates or similar that prove a student’s 

name and birth date. 

 The school will only enrol a child under the 

name provided on a Birth Certificate or more 

recent legally recognised document. 

 Any custody issues are to be declared, and 

supported by legal documentation – which will 

be photocopied and retained on the student’s 

individual file. 

 The principal will be responsible for ensuring 

that the school complies with all Family Court 

Orders or similar legal documents relating to 

custody. 

 The school will assume a default position that 

both natural parents have equal access to 

enrolled students unless current court orders or 

legal documents dictate otherwise. 

 Both natural parents will have access to school 

reports, newsletters, parent interviews, and 

their children at school unless court orders or 

similar legal documents dictate otherwise. 

 Parents or guardians who claim custody 

restrictions but fail to provide documentation 

will not have their requests met until such time 

as supporting documentation is provided. 

 People who have their access restricted to 

students, and whose presence at school or 

requests for information etc are in breech of 

court orders or similar legal documents will be 

directed immediately to the principal. 

 The police will be contacted immediately if 

people refuse to comply with the principal’s 

lawful instructions or to obey court orders or 

similar. 

 Any breeches of custody restrictions will be 

reported by the principal to the parent who 

normally looks after the child. 
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APRE NEWS 

 

MICHAEL MANGAN: It was wonderful 

to welcome Michael back to St Michael’s 

last Thursday.  Michael has composed 

many of the songs that we sing during our 

Liturgies and in our classrooms.  Michael’s 

concert was a journey through Lent, Easter 

and Pentecost and the students showed him 

how beautifully they can sing. 

 

MOTHERS DAY: The donation day for the Mothers Day Stall 

was a huge success on Friday.  There was nearly full 

participation across the school with cash and gifts donated.  The 

Mothers Day Stall will be held on Wednesday May 6.  All gifts 

are either $2 or $5.  It is a wonderful opportunity for students to 

choose something special for their mums.  Many thanks to 

Ngaire Shelly for running the stall on behalf of the Parent 

Support Group.  Please consider giving some of your time to 

help with selling the goods at the stall on Wednesday morning.  

If you can assist, then please see Ngaire, or contact her through 

the Office.  Helpers will be needed between 8:00 and 10:00 am. 

 

PRAYERS: In response to the tragic events caused by the 

Earthquake in Nepal and surrounding areas, the Grades 5 & 6 

students gathered together last Friday to pray for the victims, 

survivors and those involved in the rescue and care effort.  The 

students were reminded that evidence of the Holy Spirit can be 

seen in the actions of those who are providing assistance, 

shelter and kindness to the thousands who are now without 

homes and whose world has been so catastrophically changed.   

 

NAPLAN: The National Assessment Program for Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be conducted for all students in 

Grades 3, 5, 7 & 9 across Australia between May 12-14.  At St 

Michael’s, we know that your child is more than a NAPLAN 

score, so there is an emphasis on holistic education.  Your 

child’s teacher is the best source of information on how your 

child is progressing, so please don’t hesitate to make an 

appointment with the teacher if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

At St Michael’s all teachers are constantly upgrading their skills 

in the teaching of literacy and numeracy.  This means that your 

child is receiving a high quality education throughout their time 

at St Michael’s. 

 

As parents you can assist the school in giving your child the 

best chance of success by: 

Ensuring your child is present and on time on the days of 

the NAPLAN tests  

Speaking sensibly about the tests, assuring them that whilst 

you expect them to do their best, you 

also know that they have other 

opportunities to show how well they 

are working 

Ensuring they are getting enough sleep  

Providing healthy foods and plenty of water 

 

 

 

 

NAPLAN DATES: 

 

 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM:  Notes regarding the 

Sacramental Program went home to the Grade 4 students who 

are Baptised Catholics, last week.  If you have a child in Grades 

5 & 6 who is Baptised and would like to receive the sacraments 

of Confirmation and Communion, then please contact me via 

the Office. 

Payment for the Program is due Friday May 15 at the Office. 

Tuesday May 12 Writing and Language Conventions 

(Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation) 

Wednesday May 13 Reading 

Thursday May 14 Numeracy 

  





Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

School Fees will be processed on Friday 

8th May, please look out for your school 

fees via email. If your email address has 

changed recently please contact the 

office before Friday. If you do not have 

an email address your eldest child in the family will 

receive school fees via the message box. Please check 

school bags. If you are needing financial assistance, an 

appointment needs to be made with Lea Martin and forms 

completed for a payment plan arrangement. Thank you. 
 

Absent/Late Children/Specialists/Visitors and 

Volunteers 

MUST be reported to the Administration Office at all 

times This is a legal requirement for Health and Safety. 

Please be mindful when emailing or phoning in sick 

children to note your child/children’s class number eg 

3A, 5B, Prep A etc. 

 

Please update your email, phone numbers or change of 

address constantly with Dorina or Justine for 

correspondence. Emailing or phoning this information  is 

perfect. 

 

Enrolments for 2016 Dorina has started to ring families 

for an interview for Prep 2016. Please ensure that you 

have your enrolment package completed and to the office 

to arrange an appointment. They are taking place this 

term. Don’t miss out! 

 

Could I please ask that parents are mindful of 

reporting to the Administration on their children 

absences, even if it is to do with a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the 

Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact 

the Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 

consecutive days need to have a doctor’s 

certificate on the 3rd day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Mrs Gawley and Ms Hind would like to thank everyone 

who made last Friday a special day for us both. Mrs 

Gawley doesn’t like all of the attention. 

However Ms Hind loves it. Brings out 

the best in me, the moon walk shuffle. 

Thank you to the staff for the amazing 

morning tea, We know who the 

instigators were Miss 

Faulkner and Mrs Martin 
 

Have a wonderful week! 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
  2016 Prep Enrolments Begin 
 6th Mother’s Day Stall—All day$2 & $5 gifts 
 8th  Prep Assembly 
 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
  St Augustine's Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 15th  Year 6 Ascension Assembly 
 18th  Prep and Year 1 Puppet Show—Healthy Eating 
 19th  Parent Education Sessions on Maths with Dot  
  Shea 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
 27th National Simultaneous Story Day 
 28th Year 5/6 Liturgy 
 29th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
  Year 5 Trinity Sunday 
June 3rd  Student Principal for a Day 
 4th Year 3/4 Eucharistic Liturgy 
 5th Free Dress Day—Relay For Life Gold Coin  
  Donations 
  Year 3 Assembly 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 11th Year 2 Liturgy 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
  Year 2 Assembly 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 18th Year 1 Liturgy 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
  Year 1 Assembly 
  NAIDOC Day 
 22nd  RSPCA Education Mobile Unit Prep/Yr 1/Yr4 only 
 23rd  Confirmation @ 6pm 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  



 

 

 

Prep A Harry Dunstone 

  For consistently doing his best first time,  

  every time! Wow! Wow! Wow! 

Year 1A Riley Jones 

  For trying your best to be organised and  

  ready for learning 

  Riley Cheshire 

  For being a kind and considerate classroom 

  member 

Year 1B Sam van den Bos 

  For your awesome contributions to our  

  science lesson. You are vey informed 

Year 2A Bella Leotta 

  For being a very persistent worker, You  

  always do your best Bella! 

  Rook Price 

  For being a caring and compassionate  

  friend 

Year 2B Clover Charlton 

  Showing your persistence in your writing  

  tasks this week. Well done! 

Year 3A Janice Mathew 

  For being persistent with your learning and 

  giving your best every lesson 

Year 3B Jesse Ziegler 

  For always putting in his best effort  

  especially with his bookwork 

Year 4A Sam Grauf 

  Making an excellent effort in following  

  directions 

  Hope Pearce 

  Being a very consistent worker every day. 

Year 5A Rhys Hennessy 

  For his good efforts in class. It has been  

  great to see your working hard 

Year 5B Brodie Alloway 

  Willingly sharing your ideas and making  

  positive contributions in group activities 

  Paris Cream 

  Your enthusiasm and talent during Dance  

  Fever activities 

Year 6A Jake Horwood 

  For displaying the values of Respect and  

  Persistence. Well done! 

Year 6B Keera Steinberg 

  Respectful and on task behaviour   

  throughout the entire week. Well done! 

 

 

 

Kelly Evans Year 3A and  Naomi Burton Prep B 

 

6th May Eleana Ellis  Ava Tsakissiris 

7th May Zane Kapor   

9th May Bella Leotta 

  Alec Mann 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins! 



 

 
 

 
 



St Michael’s Sports News 
 

Mulgrave Cross Country 
 

This Friday our Cross Country 

team will travel to Gordonvale 

Primary School to compete at the 

Mulgrave Cross Country. We have a 

very good team this year, who have continued to 

train and hopefully have maintained their level of 

fitness. 
 

Just a reminder that students need to be 

transported to and from the Cross Country and 

this should be organised by now. Please have your 

child at Gordonvale Primary School by 8.30am so 

we can get them organised and ready for their 

event. 

The first race begins at 9:15, with the 12 Year 

Girls; no other races starting times are published 

as their starting time depends on previous races 

finishing. 
 

There will be a walk-through the Cross Country 

Track at Gordonvale Primary School Oval on 

Thursday afternoon at 3:30pm.  Please meet Mrs 

Krista Field (Gordonvale PE Teacher) on the 

Gordonvale Primary School Oval. If students are 

unable to make it for this walk through they will 

have to make do on the day. There will be no walk 

through on Friday morning. I do encourage all 

students to attend, as this will help them to feel 

more comfortable and confident on the day.  
 

I will  be sending home a note with all other 

information needed later in the week. Good luck 

children, be confident and do your best to 

represent your school in the best possible way on 

and off the track. 
Regards, John Gravagna 

  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



The Arts Violin Update for Term 2 
 

By Mrs Kylie Schmerl 
 

During the second week of term our 
Year Two’s who took up the opportunity 
to learn violin in Term 1 were invited to 
participate in a concert at St Mary’s on 
Wednesday 29

th
 April. 

 
The Year Two’s came to St Mary’s at 5:30pm and 
nervously took out their violins and got ready in their 
seats. They then got up and performed Big Time on D 
and Rock On A. they all performed very well and 
represented St Michael’s again with pride. 
 
These students have finished their lessons and a note will 
be sent home for them if they wish to continue with their 
lessons. It would be great to see some of them continuing 
with their lessons. They can join those who are already 
doing lessons at our school. Kelly Carter who is one of 
those students was also involved in the concert. 
 
Thank you to all students and parents for your 
involvement in this violin program. We were very lucky to 
have this program offered to our school and the 
involvement that we had was fantastic for all to see. 

 

The Arts Choir Update for Term 2 
 

By Mrs Kylie Schmerl 
 

In Week One five of our Year Six students were involved 
in the ANZAC Reflections, which were performed at St 
Monica’s Cathedral on Tuesday 21

st
 April at 6:30pm and 

Wednesday 22
nd

 April at 12:30pm and again at 6:30pm. 
The students who were involved were Chloe Davison, 
Caitlin Richards, Kasey Smith, Lydia Taylor and Lydia 
Ziegler. 
 
They showed such professional behaviour the whole time 
and represented St Michael’s with pride. 
 
We all went to St Monica’s Cathedral on Monday 20

th
 

April straight after school to rehearse with the nine other 
Catholic schools that were involved. 
Those schools 
were: 
St Mary’s 
St Andrew’s 
St Monica’s 
St Augustine’s 
St Joseph’s 
Holy Cross 
St Gerard Majella 
St Francis Xavier’s 
And OLHOC – Our Lady Help of Christians. 
We finished at St Monica’s Cathedral at 7pm. We then got 
to school at 8am the next morning ready to go to St 
Monica’s for another rehearsal day before performing that 
night. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a great experience and everyone that saw it 
couldn’t get over how professional it was. 
 
While we were at St Monica’s for the afternoon 
performance on Wednesday 22

nd
 April we also went and 

looked at the ANZAC plaques that were planted in front of 
the Bishop’s House. It was very humbling seeing all of the 
plaques that were placed there and finding our own. 
 
Thank you to our parents for being there for our 
rehearsals and performances and to our teachers for 
letting us be out of class for rehearsals and performances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


