
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Last week we celebrated Catholic Education Week with 
various activities throughout the school which brought joy, 
celebration and school spirit to the fore. 
 

As a school we joined together in prayer at the beginning of 
the week with a beautiful liturgy led by the year 6 Spirit 
committee. Later in the week the year 6 students then 
joined with other schools across the diocese in celebrating a 
Mass together at the Cathedral. It is one of the few times 
representatives of most of our schools join together in 
celebration and worship.  

Last Wednesday a netball game was played between the 
staff and students  from the St Michael’s Angels Netball 
team. This was certainly something most of the students 
enjoyed immensely. It was a great game that did end in a 
draw. Thanks to Mrs McCormack for her efforts in helping 
organise this. 

Star 102.7’s visit was also a great success . A few of our 
students (Portia, Kelly, Kyle and Jorjia) appeared live on air 
and did a great job. Congratulations also to the choir who 
sang so well. Thanks to Mrs Schmerl for organising them so 
well for their performance.    

Last Friday’s Celebrate Learning Day for year 3 to 6 as well as 
the under 8’s day for prep to year 2 and the Parent’s expo 
was also a success. As I moved around I saw a great variety 
of interesting and fun activities taking place. I think Mrs 
Colleen Murray’s  story telling and creativity skills deserve a 
special mention. Thank you to everyone who worked so 

hard in preparing activities and thank you to the many 
parents who were able to come along and share in the fun  
and help out..  

The whole purpose of Catholic Education Week is to create a 
focus on some of the things we do well. We certainly did 
that last week in many different ways.  

Pyramid Race Day 
On Saturday 13th August, our school has been asked by the 
Pyramid Race Day committee to assist with the clean up of 
the grounds.  If you can assist with this during the day please 
see Kylie Smith or send an email to the office and we will 
pass on your details.  Thanks in anticipation of lots of helpers 
on the day. 
 

Normanhurst College 
Each year, Year 9 students from Loreto Normanhurst Girls 
College in Sydney visit St Michael’s as part of their yearly 
excursion.  The students work with our children, as well as 
helping out in the library.  Their visit will take place during 
this week and next over a number of days. 
 

NAPLAN Reports 
I have been advised that NAPLAN reports for year 3 and 5  
are presently being forwarded to schools.  Once we have 
received these reports they will be forwarded onto families. 
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Prayer for the Week 
O loving and generous God, source of all life, holiness and goodness, 

We thank you for the many gifts you give us  
throughout our lifelong journey of faith. 

With faith in our future, we commit ourselves  
to the support of Catholic education and our own lifelong faith formation. 

With hope in the here and now, we ask you to nourish us in your Spirit  
so that we may be faithful stewards of your gifts. 

With love, may the sacrifice of our joyful giving be an outward sign  
of the true treasure we hold in Jesus. 

O faithful God, keep us always mindful of the good that can happen  
when we allow you to work through us as one family united in faith. 

We entrust our prayer through the intercession of St Monica,   
patron of our diocese,  

as we pray through Jesus Christ  
who is the same yesterday,  today and forever. 

Amen 



 
 

Prep 2017 
There are only a few places left for next year.  If you have 
not had an interview please make an appointment asap.   
St Michael’s School has been selected to participate in 
trialing a transition program for next year’s Prep. The prep 
teachers (Alison and Deirdre) are working with Sarah 
Hession and Leigh Quirk from Catholic Education Services. It 
is hoped within the next few weeks we can advise how the 
Transion program will work. 
 

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s 
Day 
Thursday 4th August is National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Children’s Day and this year’s theme for National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 
(NATSICD) is: 

We all belong, my country, our country. 
 
Children’s Day is a time to for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander families to celebrate the strengths and culture of 
their children. The day is an opportunity for all Australians to 
show their support for Aboriginal children, as well as learn 
about the crucial impact that culture, family and community 
play in the life of every Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
child. 
 

Mary MacKillop Feast Day—8th August 
Mary Helen MacKillop RSJ, also known as St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop, was an Australian of Scottish descent who 
has been declared a saint by the Catholic Church. Together 
with the Reverend Julian Tenison Woods, she founded the 
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart, a congregation of 
religious sisters which established a number of schools and 
welfare institutions throughout Australasia, with an 
emphasis on education for the rural poor.  One of St Mary 
MacKillop’s famous sayings was “Never see a need without 
doing something about it”.  This is a challenge for each of us 
today. 
 

Wonders of Living Talks 
Students from Years 1 to 6 will be involved in the Wonders of 
Living program during this term. These talks provide 
information to students about how our bodies change as we 
grow. There will be a Parent Information session regarding 
the content of these talks. This will take place on Wednesday 
August 10th. A letter will be sent home about the Wonders 
of Living Program. 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
10 Aug—Wonders of Living Parent Information Session 
13 Aug—Pyramid race 
14 Aug—First Eucharist 8am 
15 Aug—Feast of Assumption (whole school mass) 
16 Aug—P&F Meeting 
26 Aug– Fowlers U/12 Netball  
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 

9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills (Netball) 
Competitions  
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for Mr Adrian Bortolanza who recently passed 

away. Mr Bortolanza was a teacher in a number of Catholic 

schools across the diocese and worked with a number of our 

staff including myself. Adrian was also heavily involved in 

Mulgrave Athletics for many years. 

We continue to pray for Chenisha Yeatman (year 5) and her  

family. Chenisha’s brother was tragically killed in a car 

accident recently.  

 If anyone has anything which they would like mentioned in 
our community prayers, please let me know. 
 
 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
 

It was wonderful to see our school 
value of COMMUNITY being lived 
during Catholic Education Week.  Our 
celebrations on Friday were a big 
success, a huge thank-you to Miss Colleen for 
her reading, Mrs Schmerl for the Zumba 

classes and the Early Years Centre for the information and 
resources. 
Once again on August 13th we have an opportunity to 
demonstrate our connection to the wider community through 
participating in the Pyramid Race wearing a St. Michael’s sports 
singlet.  Please see me if you would like further information 
about this. 
 

Wonder of Living Program 

The Wonder of Living Program (including Year 5 & 6 Puberty 

Talks) is conducted annually.  In 2016, the Parent information 

session will be held on August 10,with Year 1-6 Movies on the 

16th August and the Year 5/6 Talks on the 18th August. 

Notes will be sent home this week with further information. 
The objectives of the Wonder of Living program are: 

 To provide an opportunity for students, parents and 
teachers to obtain a greater knowledge base and 
confidence in discussing personal development/
sexuality issues. 

 To provide students, parents and teachers with the 
opportunity to discuss openly personal development 
and sexuality issues. 

 To encourage communication between students, 
parents and teachers. 

About the Movies 

The “Wonder of Living” series is a child-centred sexuality 
program.  The story line in the three movies places 
reproductive health education in family settings providing an 
excellent starting point between child and carer. 

To cater for those children whose primary source of 
information is not the home, this program enables schools 
offering sex education to faithfully reflect the essence of such 
ideal parental teaching i.e. that sex education is primarily 
about relationships, not body functioning, and that it is a life-
long process of learning about ourselves and others within a 
context of values. 

The movies recognise and provide for the wide “readiness” 
range of individual children.  For example Movie 1 - “A New 
Baby!” follows a young child’s own questioning about how 
babies begin, grow and are born. Questions like: Where does a 
baby come from?  How does it get out?  How does it get food?  
A child asking similar questions of parents would be ready to 
see “A New Baby!” at home, or at a parent/child presentation. 

Concepts in the three movies build sequentially. Viewing of the 

movie series followed by a group discussion using foetal 
development and baby models to create the appropriate 
environment where the student’s questions maybe be asked 
and answered. 
 

Peer Support 
Peer Support begins next Monday. This week the Year 6 
students undertook a special training module, ensuring that 
they are prepared to confidently lead their groups next week.  
Staff will participate in a professional development session this 
Wednesday to build knowledge of the content that the Year 6 
leaders will be presenting.  

Session 1 is entitled Feeling safe - Being me! For the next 8 
weeks they will be involved in groups of approximately 10 
students to work with two student Peer Leaders and 
supervising teacher on Stronger Together - a module that aims 
to support positive relationships amongst students. Starting 
next week, we will talk to students about their strengths and 
their resilience. We will discuss positive relationships or 
friendships and what to do if they experience harmful and 
hurtful behaviours. Our Peer Leaders have been trained and 
have planned their session using the materials we have from 
Peer Support Australia that are specially designed for student 
led sessions. Our Supervising/Class Teachers will prepare 
students, supervise sessions and check understanding at the 
end of the session.  

Our session next week includes activities for the members of 
the group to get to know each other by using a range of social 
skill interactions that promote diversity and engagement in a 
sensitive yet productive manner. It also establishes a safe 
learning environment where the peer group feel able to join in, 
share and contribute to developing a sense of belonging, to 
better protect themselves from the effects of bullying. Find 
your safe place.  

Peer Support Australia provides reading and resources 
specifically for parents.  

Visit www.peersupport.edu.au and use the parent tab  

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES  Attached to this newsletter  

is the information from Catholic Education 

regarding 2017 Tuition Fees. Please read, as the 

information regarding fee discounts is very 

helpful if you are eligible. Term 3 school fees 

were processed on Friday 29th July, due on Friday 12th 

August. Please contact the office if you need to arrange a 

different due date or financial assistance. Thank you. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care 

Card/Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 

discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 

dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the Office 

to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you are 

already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of the 

HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and expiry 

up to date with the administration office. If you have any 

enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be emailed 

to  Justine on  email address 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your  children are away dur ing 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child is 

away from school. If you have directly informed your teacher 

you will also need to contact the administration. Families can 

simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. If your 

child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time due 

to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request a letter 

either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you for your  

co-operation with this matter. A reminder that if your child/ren 

are absent for more than two consecutive days a medical 

certificate is required for administration.  

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. All parents and carers are also 

required to sign in at the front desk for a visitors pass. Thank 

you for your help with this. Please see Dorina in the Office for 

the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

Netball Training 

St Michael’s Angels start training this Thursday 4th August. 

Every Thursday afternoon from 3-4pm 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Keep on smiling and be kind. 

Justine Hind  

 

CALENDAR 2016  
 
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
August  Week 4 Loreto Year 9 Students Visit St Michael’s 
Mon 1st  Spell-A-thon until 26th Aug 
Thur 4th Fowlers Netta  Netball Under 10’s 
Wed 10th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sat 13th  Pyramid Race and Country Fair 2016 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Puberty Talks  Yr 5-6 
Mon 22nd until Thursday 25th  
  Book Fair Book Week 
  Australia Story Country 
Wed 24th Book Character Dress Up Day 
Fri 26th  Fowlers Cup Netball Under/12 
 
September 
Fri 3rd  Year 3 Assembly Mass 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Fri 9th  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016 

Finance: Term 3 Fees have been sent home via 

email on Friday 29th July, due by 12th    

August. Please contact the office if you need 

an extension on due date. Thank you.  

  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 
 

Prep A  Oriarna Price 
  For working hard every time, every day in every  
  way! 
Prep B  Seth Byres 
  For try really hard to write neatly and use lines  
  in his recounts 
Year 1A Matilda Rollason 
  For showing a huge improvement to your  
  confidence and working extra hard in all tasks 
  Aiden Stroud 
  For working hard and always sharing ideas with  
  the class 
Year 1B Belle-Marie Potts 
  For persisting to learn your maths facts. Keep up 
  the great work! 
  Brodie Williams 
  For showing confidence in class and for   
  working tough! 
Year 2A Clove Collins 
  For always giving your best effort every day.  
  Well done! 
Year 3A Ella Burkin 
  For putting in a top effort in all subject areas  
  this week. Great work! 
Year 3B Rylee Whitby 
  For always putting in a consistent effort! Keep it  
  up! 
Year 4B Portia Eden 
  For always working hard and giving her best.  
  Well done Portia! 
Year 5A Cohen Stoute 
  Ryan Hanselmann 
  For a positive attitude towards learning 
Year 6A Brenton Miller 
  For your fantastic leadership and how you take  
  the initiative to complete tasks 
Year 6B Tatum van Drie 
  For being well organised, setting yourself high  
  goals and working hard to achieve them 
  Caitlan Andrews—Neal 
  For your quiet, thoughtful and consistent   
  approach to all activities 

 

 
 
 
Paul Hitchings—Rylan 
Dennis—Bella Leotta—
Sophie Leotta 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Mr Wagner 
Tom Hession 
Kelly Carter 
Jorjia Jones 
Ashley Jones 
Ryle Quirk 
Cohen Stoute 
Lyla Pendrigh  
 
 

 

Keanu Hillman—Kelly Carter—Charlie Brain—Flora Highman- 
Rhys Hennessy—Brooklyn Wallwork—Lewis Stowers—Elliot 
Arthur—Maddison Ganley   



St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

Staff Vs Students Netball Game 
Last Wednesday the staff and our senior 

netball team played our annual grudge 

match of netball. In a very exciting, hard 

fought game with some dodgy umpiring decisions it 

ended up a 10 all draw. The students played an 

awesome game and it is obvious to see how they have 

improved and developed as a team, thanks to their 

great coach Kim McCormack. Well done team and great 

effort by the staff to stick with these young guns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

St. Michael’s Dragons training  

(Rugby League) 
 

Training starts this week on Tuesday 2nd August and 

will be at Alley Park from 4 – 5 pm. All players need to 

attend training. This training will continue all term and 

will culminate in our team competing in the Jim Graham 

Cup on the last day of this term. Students please let 

Mr Wagner or Mr Gravagna know, if you can't make 

training  

 
John Gravagna  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Michael’s Doves Netball Team 
 

Well done to the following students who were recently 

selected in our Junior Netball Team the Doves: 

 Billie Dean 

 Matilda Harris 

 Mulan Neal 

 Lily Smith 

 Ashman Singh 

 Chenisha Yeatman 

 Maddisson Fudala 

 Ava Horsfall 

 Shantali Connolly 
 

They will now compete at the Fowlers Netta Carnival 

on Thursday. Good luck girls and a big thanks to Kim 

McCormack and Justine Hind for organising this team. 

 

 

August 

1st Kaia Pritchard 

 Allan Toohey 

2nd Keanu Hillman 

3rd Ryan Hanselmann 

4th Corey Collins 

6th Madison Norcott 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

Library News 
 

A great big thank you to all the St Michael’s community for 
your support during NAIDOC week for the Great Book 
Swap.  It was wonderful to see the children support the 
event by bringing a book in, and donating a gold coin to 
buy a book.  The school raised $228.60 which will really 
help the Indigenous Literacy Foundation who make sure 
all students have access to books.  
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 

The Premier’s Reading challenge has just 4 weeks left!!!  
It will be finishing on the 26th of August. The library staff 
would like to see as many students participating as 
possible. You will receive a special McDonalds voucher 
from the library when you return your form. At the end of 
the challenge you will also receive a certificate from the 
Premier!!   
 
Remember if you are in Prep – Year 4 you need to read 
20 books and if you are in Year 5 or 6 you need to read 
15 books.  Once you have filled out the reader record 
form bring it to the library.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to 4B who have brought in the 
most completed forms so far.  Well done! Another big 
congratulation’s to 1A who are trailing just one behind the 
leaders!  Both classes are superstar readers.  The library 
looks forward to seeing more forms come in. 
   
Parent Book Swap 
 
Don’t forget there is a Parent Book Swap shelf in the 
library.  This has books for adults to swap.  They don’t 
need to be scanned and you are not restricted by a time 
limit.  We’d just love to get the whole community reading 
and being good reader role models.  So if you’d like to 
come and grab one to read please do so, or if you have 
any books you’d like to donate then we’d welcome that 
also. 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 
  

2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge  
Exciting news the Premier’s Reading    Challenge start-

ed on the 16th of May!! All students in the school are 

welcome to participate. Students have till the 26th of 

August to read a cer tain number  of books. For  Prep 

to Year 2 to read or experience 20 books, Years 3 and 4 

to read 20 books and Year 5 and 6 to read 15 books. 

 

All you need to do is fill in the school reader record 

form.  Your teacher will have a copy for you.  If you 

complete the challenge, hand your completed form in to 

the library or your teacher.  Library staff will enter your 

details and you will receive a certificate from the Prem-

ier for your efforts, so make sure your name is spelt cor-

rectly and easy for staff to read. 

 

This is a great way to boost children’s literacy skills by 
encouraging students to read widely for pleasure and 
learning, to develop their imagination, and to cultivate 
a passion for literature.  Let’s all get involved in this ex-
citing challenge!! 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Out of School Hours Care 

 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol your 

child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


