
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
During Catholic Education Week, I found this 
beautiful prayer and thought it was too nice not 
to share.  Each of us is called to commit 
ourselves to a lifelong journey of faith formation 
which begins for our students in the care of you 
as parents.  Our role as Catholic educators is to 
support you in your teaching of the faith to your 
children.  May each of us always be mindful of 
the great responsibility we have in the sharing 
and teaching of the faith. 
 
Catholic Education Week 

Wow! What a fantastic week we had last week.  Our 

Year 3-6 students had a great day of activities on 

Tuesday and appeared to have loads of fun! 

The Year 6 students represented St Michael’s 

beautifully on Thursday at our Diocesan Mass. 

Our Under 8s Day on Friday was a great day of 

activity and fun.  What a great week we had!  At St 

Michael’s we certainly have taken the Catholic 

Education Week Motto to heart—Engaging Minds, 

Igniting Hearts and Serving Others. 

 
Pyramid Race Day 
On Saturday 8th August, our school has been 
asked by the Pyramid Race Day committee to 

assist with the clean up of the grounds.  Please 
put your name on the roster as many hands 
make light work.  We are also running the Lions 
Merry-go-round and need some volunteers to 
man this stall. Please see Kylie Smith if you can 
assist or send an email to the office and we will 
pass on your details.  Thanks in anticipation of 
lots of helpers on the day. 
 
Prep 2016 

There are only a few places left for next 

year.  If you have not had an interview 

please make an appointment asap. The 

Prep Orientation Morning will be Thursday 

12th November. 
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Prayer for the Week 

O loving and generous God, source of all life, holiness and goodness, 

We thank you for the many gifts you give us throughout our lifelong journey of 

faith. 

With faith in our future, we commit ourselves to the support of Catholic education 

and our own lifelong faith formation. 

With hope in the here and now, we ask you to nourish us in your Spirit so that we 

may be faithful stewards of your gifts. 

With love, may the sacrifice of our joyful giving be an outward sign of the true 

treasure we hold in Jesus. 

O faithful God, keep us always mindful of the good that can happen when we  

allow you to work through us as one family united in faith. 

We entrust our prayer through the intercession of St Monica,  patron of our dio-

cese, as we pray through Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday,  today and  

forever. 

Amen 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Important Dates for Term 3 
7 Aug  Fowlers School Netta 8-10 yo 
8 Aug  Pyramid Race Day 
10 Aug Mrs Rick Acting Principal 
14 Aug Assumption Whole School Mass 
24-28 Aug Book Week/Book Fair 
28 Aug Fowlers U/12 Netball 
4 Sep  Ballgames Carnival 
11 Sep Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
18 Sep Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competition 
 

Mary MacKillop Feast Day—8th August 

Mary Helen MacKillop RSJ, also known as St 

Mary of the Cross MacKillop, was an 

Australian of Scottish descent who has 

been declared a saint by the Catholic 

Church. Together with the Reverend Julian 

Tenison Woods, she founded the Sisters of St 

Joseph of the Sacred Heart, a 

congregation of religious sisters which 

established a number of schools and 

welfare institutions throughout Australasia, 

with an emphasis on education for the rural 

poor.  One of St Mary MacKillop’s famous 

sayings was “Never see a need without 

doing something about it”.  This is a 

challenge for each of us today. 

 
Feast of the Assumption 

On Friday 15th August we will be celebrating the 

Feast of the Assumption with a whole school mass at 

9am. Catholics believe that when Mary, the Mother 

of Jesus, passed from her earthly life, her body and 

soul were taken up to heaven.  This is seen as a sign 

of Mary’s triumph over sin and death.  Please feel 

welcome to join us for this special mass. 

 
Woolworths Earn and Learn 
Once again, St Michael’s have registered 

for the Woolworths Earn and Learn 
program.  As with last year, our focus will 

be on sporting equipment.  If you are able 
to assist our school we would be very 
grateful.  The program is scheduled to 

begin around 15th July.  A huge thanks to 
Trish Nucifora who has organized 
collection boxes at Mt Sheridan, Earlville 

and the City stores.  Please let your family 

and friends know about this and ask for 

their support on our behalf. 
 
Staff on Long Service Leave 

As of the end of this week, I am on long service 

leave until the beginning of Term 4.  A huge thanks 

to Mrs Rick who will step into the role of Acting 

Principal during that time.  Also Mrs Hession will 

support her and Mrs Poke will relieve her from 

classroom duties. 

17-21 August  Mr Gravagna—Mrs Zeitlhofer 

7-18 September Mrs Fedorov—Mrs King 

5-30 October Miss Colleen—Mrs Steinberg 

6-9 October Mrs Rick—Mrs Hession/Mrs 

Drew 

6-16 October Mrs Fedorov—Mrs King 

6Oct-4Dec   Mrs Dangaard—Mrs Gravagna 

 
Ravenshoe Burns Victims Raffle 
St Michael’s has been asked to support a raffle 
in aid of the Ravenshoe Burns Victims.  First 
prize is a handmade rocking horse, second 
prize a handmade vase and third prize a 
handmade jewelry box.  Tickets are $2 each 
and can be purchased from the front office.  
Your support with this fundraiser is greatly 
appreciated. 
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Mrs Rick 
As you are aware, Mrs Rick has been appointed to 
the position of APRE at the new MacKillop 
College.  She will commence in that role on 
Monday 12th October.  On Tuesday 6th October 
we will have a special assembly to celebrate Mrs 
Rick’s great contribution to the St Michael’s 
community and an opportunity for a shared 
morning tea for parents and members of the 
community.  The recruitment of a new APRE  
for St Michael’s will occur in Term 4 and Mrs 
Hession has kindly agreed to act in the role with 
Mrs Poke continuing to work in Year 6 until the 
end of the school year. 
 
St Michael’s Helping Others 
Last week, we received an urgent call from 

our sister school on Thursday Island, 
desperately in need of teachers willing to 

spend two weeks supporting the school as 
staff were on leave.  In the true St 
Michael’s spirit, three staff put up their 

hands to assist.  This is a fantastic 
professional development opportunity for 
our staff to learn new ideas and to also 

learn first hand about Indigenous culture, 
in particular, Torres Strait Islander 

culture.  Serena Gordon will be working on 
TI from 10-21st August and during that 
time Mrs Coonan, who is well known to 

our students will take the class.  
Preparation and planning for our students 

will be set by the class teacher and 
continue as per normal.  It is great that we 
are able to support others in such a 

positive way and I thank you all for 
your support. 
 
Mrs Dangaard 
I am just letting parents know that Mrs 
Dangaard will be on long service leave for 
Term 4 and will be replaced by Mrs 
Gravagna.  I am sure you join with me in 
wishing Mrs Dangaard a well earned break.  
Mrs Arthur will continue in her role in 2A 
until the end of the school year. 
 

 
Community Prayers 
We pray for all the victims of the Ravenshoe tragedy 
and their families and friends.  We continue to pray 
for my cousin Peter who is battling cancer.  If 
anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
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APRE NEWS 
 

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK: Was 

celebrated in style last week.  The week 

started with a prayer led by the St Michael’s 

Spirit Committee.  The students were 

reminded that we are all called to let our 

light shine and reflected how we do that at 

St Michael’s.   

The Grade 3-6s shared in their Celebrate Learning Day on 

Tuesday, which included making banners for Catholic 

Education Week, working in teams to answer a quiz about St 

Michael’s and the Cairns Diocese, meditation, prayer and tug-of

-war.   

The Teachers V Student 

netball game was a 

close call this year with 

a draw.  Thanks Mrs 

McCormack for making 

sure everyone played by 

the rules. 

Under 8s Day on Friday 

was another huge 

success with magnets, 

technology, 

mindfulness, 

storytelling, 

construction and ICTs.  

It was lovely to have 

our St Michael’s 

Playgroup share in the 

fun. 

 

ST MARY 

MACKILLOP:  August 8 is the feast day of our Australian 

saint, Mary MacKillop.  Mary MacKillop and the Sisters of St 

Joseph of the Sacred Heart were instrumental in providing a 

Catholic Education to children in Australia and New Zealand.  

Her famous saying, “Never see a need without doing something 

about it” is still relevant today.  This Friday, the Grade 6s will 

lead us in prayer as we remember St Mary MacKillop.  Please 

join us at assembly. 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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31st July Cooper Stoute   

3rd Aug Ryan Hanselmann 

6th Aug Maddison Norcott 

8th Aug Cooper Lynch 

  Lianne Mann 

9th Aug Leah Henderson 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins! 

 

FOWLER’S GROUP MARLIN  COAST  
NETTA CARNIVAL -  7th August 

 

Our St Michael’s Spirit Team were issued 
with their netball dresses on Monday. The 
dresses are theirs to wear until Monday 10th 
Aug. They will need to be returned to Justine 
in the Office. 
 

Our game is on Friday this week. Girls are to 
meet at the school at 8am sharp. We need to 
be at the court on Martyn St by 8.45am. If 
your girl is not at the school by 8am for        
departure it is up to the parent to transport 
them to the courts. Please ring Justine in the 
Office if there could be  a problem with  
dropping your child to the school at 8am. 
Kim, Justine and another parent will be    
transporting girls to and from the Martyn St 
courts. Finishing time will be after 3pm, if 
your child catches a bus home of an         
afternoon , another arrangement will need to 
be made for a pick up at the school by 
3.30pm on Friday afternoon. 
 

Girls were handed the information and the 
draw for the day. There is a canteen however 
we would like a normal lunch to be packed. 
Girls will have limited time to be supervised 
for canteen runs.  Please ring Justine if you 
have any queries regarding the day. 

 

Girls need to wear their netball dresses, with 
sports shirt over the top. Bummies or sports 
shorts under the dress, socks and running 
shoes, water bottle and school hat. No visors. 
Please pack sunscreen for your child. 
 
Parents are very welcome to join us.  
Please ensure your child is prompt and 
dressed to represent St Michael’s  in a very 
enjoyable and eventful day. See you there! 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— were processed last 

Friday and emailed to families on Friday 

31st July. A second reminder will be 

emailed or sent to you on Monday 17th if 

payment has not been received. We 

recommend that families are familiar with their school 

fees accounts to avoid overdue accounts. If you are 

experiencing  financial hardship please contact us 

immediately. An appointment must be made with Lea 

Martin, an email will not suffice.  We appreciate if you 

could pay your account as soon as possible or contact 

Justine to arrange an alternate arrangement/payment plan. 

Families are very welcome to receive an invoice on email 

request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  

Please be mindful that if you need a financial request on 

School Fees that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting to the 

Administration on their children absences, even if it is 

to do with a sporting or performing event. 
 

 Children who are  late need to report to the 

Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact 

the Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 

consecutive days need to have a doctor’s 

certificate on the 3rd day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

  
 

Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to 

set up a Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is 

some details regarding this on the second page of the 

newsletter or go to the link below or click on  to find out 

more. Great idea if you are shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 
 

Netball  

St Michael’s Spirit Team are playing in the Netta Fowlers Cup 

Carnival this Friday 7th August. Girls have been issued with a 

dress that needs to be washed and returned next Monday 10th 

August. Girls need to be waiting at the front foyer of the school 

on Friday morning by 8am for a 8.15am departure. They need 

to be dressed in their netball dress, sports shirt, school hat, 

running shoes (no black soles) nails cut, lunch, water bottle and 

plenty of energy.  More information is coming home today as 

the draw has been changed since yesterday. 

Go St Michael’s Spirits, have a fantastic time. See you 

there! 
 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
 
Term 3 
Aug 4th  Eisteddfod Performance Choir @ St Mary’s  
  Catholic College @ 5.15pm Concert @ 5.30pm 
 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
  Assembly Prayer Year 6 
 8th Pyramid Race Day 
 10th Mrs Rick Acting Principal 
 12th Hymn Practice @ 9.00am 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
  Yr 6 Leading Liturgy 
  Courage to Care Exhibition Until 11th Sep 
  Seville Centre Balaclava Road 
 20th Wonder of Living Parent Session @ 1.45pm 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 25th Calanna Junior Speaking Contest 
  Wonder of Living Parent Session @ 5.00pm 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Prep Circus @9am Parish Hall 
  Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 9th Year 6 Seville Centre Courage to Care  
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 14th Prep Bump Up Day Info Mailed Out 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
 12th  Bump Up Day Prep—Yr 6 
  Year 6 to Catholic High Schools Orientation Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 

2016 Term Dates TBC 
 
Term 1 Monday 25th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w  
 
Public Holiday’s and Pupil Free Days are yet to be confirmed 
 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Prep B  Winnie Johnson 
  For knowing lots and lots of sight words 
  Charlie Agius 
  For great manners at our monster party 
Year 2B  Ryan Haslberger 
  For your great effort across all learning areas. What an 
  awesome week! 
Year 3B  Bille Dean 
  For great participation during all our Catholic   
  Education week activities. 
Year 4A  Ryley Ferguson 
  Display kindness to others 
  Christian Nucifora 
  Showing initiative in the classroom. You are fantastic 
Year 5B  Lauren Dobbie 
  Your hard work  and conscientious approach to all  
  class activities 
  Kaetyn Norris 
  Demonstrating terrific “getting along” skills to your  
  classmates 
Year 6A  Chloe Davison 
  For stepping up as a leader and fantastic role model  
  for all students. You are amazing 
Year 6B  Kasey Smith 
  Demonstrating the ideals of Catholic Education Week. 
  She serves others, engages her mind when learning  
  and is always passionate and enthusiastic 

   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

   St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Worldwide Marriage Encounter:  
 

A weekend away for married couples in 

peaceful, picturesque surroundings – away 

from the distractions of everyday living.   
 

Take time out of your busy schedule, to 

invest in your most precious asset . . . your 

Marriage!  This is a unique opportunity to 

recharge your relationship batteries, refocus 

on each other and fall in love all over again!  

  

Weekend date: 4th – 6th September 2015 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, 

Ormiston QLD  (on Brisbane’s bayside) 

For bookings/details contact:  Maria and 

David Murphy, ph (07) 3342 1456, 

dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au    Inform

ation website:  www.wwme.org.au  
 

Courage to Care Exhibition - 14th Aug – 11th 

Sept 2015, Seville Mercy Conference Centre, 

35 Bauhinia Ave – Earlville 

This inspiring and interactive exhibition uses 

living historians (Holocaust survivors) to 

demonstrate the positive impact of bystander 

intervention in the face of racism, prejudice 

and bullying.  

For more information visit 

www.couragetocare.com.au  

Email courage2care@cns.catholic.edu.au  

mailto:dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au
http://www.wwme.org.au
http://www.couragetocare.com.au
mailto:courage2care@cns.catholic.edu.au


 

Get your family active and eating well  
 
Local families can still sign up the free 

healthy lifestyle program called 

PEACH™ - Parenting, Eating and Activ-

ity for Child Health, commencing in 

Cairns in term 3. 

 

The program is fun for kids and helps 

parents and carers make healthy eating and activity a part of every-

day life. It is available to families with a child aged between 5-11 

years who is above a healthy weight their age.  

   

It consists of 10 group sessions that run for 90 minutes each. The 

first 9 sessions are held weekly within the school term. Ongoing indi-

vidualised family support is offered through the second half of the 

program ending with one final group session. 

 

Some of the topics covered include nutrition, relationships 

with food and eating, changing family lifestyle behaviours 

and making healthy eating affordable. While the parent ses-

sions are taking place, children enjoy active play with a 

trained child physical activity facilitator.   

 

The program is funded by the Queensland government and 

being delivered by the Queensland University of Technology. 
 

If you would like more information about the 

PEACH™ program or to register please contact free 

call 1800 263 519 or visit www.peachqld.com.au  

http://mailout.visualobsession.com.au/t/r-l-qhyhtx-jlltltlkj-y/
http://www.peachqld.com.au


 

 


