
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Our prayer this week is a new look at the 
traditional   Beatitudes Prayer.  For me this 
prayer can be taken as a guide for living as a 
Christian person.  I hope that it provides you 
with an opportunity to reflect on your life, as it 
has done for me. 
Today, I also continue with the next article 
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community. 
 

 

 

BE PLACES OF SELF RENEWAL AND SOWERS 

OF CHANGE 

A focus on the holistic growth of individual people is the 

prime educational purpose of the Catholic school. 

In the midst of a world of educational, social and 

economic change, the focus on the holistic growth of the 

individual remains the surest way Catholic schools can 

prepare students for the uncertainties of the future, and 

will remain the prime purpose of their educational 

endeavours.  Teachers in our schools will be models of 

lifelong learning, holistic living and leaders of learning 

and will continue to be acknowledged as Catholic 

education’s greatest resource. 

At St Michael’s School we strive to know each individual 

student and to cater for their learning needs.  Our school 

works hard to ensure that our learning program is up to 

date and using current technologies and resources.  All 

staff are committed to working with individual children to 

support them to reach their full potential.  Staff are 

constantly involved in professional learning and are the 

key to the success of each child.  The classroom teacher is 

the single most important factor which influences student 

outcomes. 
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Prayer for the Week 

The Smaller Beatitudes 

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves:  they will have no end of fun. 

Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill:  they will be saved a lot of bother. 
Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses:  they are on the way to 

becoming wise. 
Blessed are those who know when to be quiet and listen:  they will learn a lot of new things. 
Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves seriously:  they will be valued 

by those about them. 
Happy are you if you can take small things seriously and face serious things calmly: you will go 

far in life. 
Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown: you will walk on the sunny side 

of the street. 
Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the attitudes of others, even when the signs 

are unfavourable: you may be taken for a fool but this is the price of charity. 
Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking: they will avoid many blun-

ders. 
Happy are you if you know how to hold your tongue and smile, even when people interrupt and 

contradict you or tread on your toes: the Gospel has begun to seep into your heart. 
Above all, blessed are you who recognize the Lord in all whom you meet: the light of truth 

shines in your life for you have found true wisdom. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 
2016.  Enrolment interviews have begun.  If 
you have not yet given your enrolment package 
to the office, please do so asap. If you know of 
any families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 
please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
 
School Uniforms 

With the colder weather on us, it is a timely 

reminder to all parents that the ONLY coloured 

jumper which can be worn to school is maroon.  

Jumpers can be purchased from the uniform shop or 

any maroon jumper is allowed.  Students wearing 

incorrect jumpers will be reminded of correct 

uniform.  Thank you in anticipation on your support 

with this matter. 

Shoes—a reminder that black shoes should be worn 

with the day uniform and on sports days white 

joggers are permitted.  Joggers should not be fluro or 

bright in overall colour.   
 

NAPLAN TESTS 
Just a reminder that children in Years 3 and 5 
will be sitting the NAPLAN tests on Tuesday 
12th, Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th May.  
It is important that during this time children get 
adequate rest and nutrition to maximize their 
abilities.  Whilst these tests are an important 
part of a whole school testing program, they 
need to be considered in light of the fact that 
they are ‘one-off’ tests and should be 
considered in relation to other assessment 
completed throughout the year. 

 

Important Dates Term 2 
12-14 May—NAPLAN Testing 
18 May—Prep & Year 1 Puppet Show—
Healthy Eating 
19 May—Parent Education Sessions on 
Maths with Dot Shea 
22 May— Pentecost Whole School Mass 
27 May—National Simultaneous Storytime 
Day 
29 May—Yr 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
3 June—Student Principal for a Day 
8 June—Queens Birthday Holiday 

12 June—School Disco & P-2 Athletics Carnival 
19 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson 
Park 
23 June—Confirmation 
26 June—Last day of term 
 
Little Champion 

Congratulations to Portia Eden on her new 
championship—#1 in Australia in her age 
group.  We can’t wait to hear about her 

world championship attempt next! 
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Food Allergy Week—18-22 May 

Food Allergy Week is an initiative by Allergy & 

Anaphylaxis Australia that aims to increase 

awareness of food allergy in an effort to promote 

understanding and help protect those at risk. Head to 

www.foodallergyaware.com.au to find out how you 

can support. 1 in 10 babies born in Australia today 

will develop a food allergy, which may 

put their life at risk every day. It’s up to all of us to 

be allergy aware to help keep people with allergies 

safe.  St Michael’s School is a peanut free 

environment and we support the awareness of food 

allergies in our community 

 

Expression of Interest—Tuckshop Convenor 
At the end of the year, Jo McGowan is finishing 
as our tuckshop convenor and the P&F are 
looking for someone who is willing to take on 
this role in 2016.  This position is for 7 hours per 
week—Thursday morning and Friday.  If you are 
interested in the position please write to the P&F 
President including a letter and resume.  If you 
would like to know more about the position, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school 
office or speak with Jo personally.  Expressions 
of interest are required by the end of Term 2. 
 
Pentecost Mass 

Whole School—Friday 22nd May at 9am.  
Parents and friends are welcome to join us. 

Parish Mass—Sunday 24th May at 8am.  
The school will be leading the parish mass.  
We would love to see as many families as 

possible at Church on this day. 
Pentecost is the Christian celebration of 

when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
apostles after Jesus death and 
resurrection.  The Holy Spirit gives 

Christians the strength and support to live 

good lives through the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit—wisdom, understanding, right 

judgement, courage, knowledge, reverence 
and wonder and awe. 
 
Cross Country Success 
Well done to the St Michael’s Cross Country team 
who came an overall 2nd in the Mulgrave Cross 
Country last Friday.  What a great effort!!  A huge 
thanks to Mr Wagner, Ms Hughes and Mr G who 
prepared the students for this event. 
 
Community Prayers 
We continue to pray for my cousin Peter who is 
battling cancer.  If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
 

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 

 

MOTHERS DAY: Happy Mothers Day!  I 

hope all mums felt loved and spoilt on 

Sunday.   

St Michael’s Parent Support Group, led by 

Mrs Ngaire Shelley and a team of helpers 

ran another successful stall for Mothers 

Day.  There were so many wonderful gifts 

to choose from.  I’ve had some great, positive feedback from 

mums about the gifts that were chosen for them. 

 

The Preps led us in a special Mothers Day prayer at assembly 

on Friday.  They reminded us that Jesus loves us, and our mums 

love us too.  The Preps then spent a busy morning pampering 

the mums with massages, manicures, beauty make-overs and 

love!  

 

Many of the classes spent time preparing for Mothers Day, as 

you’ll see in the photos. 

 

NAPLAN:  We pray that the students in Grades 3 & 5 stay 

calm and focused so that they can give their best effort during 

NAPLAN.  Dates are as follows: 

 

 

Parents can assist their children by: 

Ensuring their child is present and on time on the days of 

the NAPLAN tests  

Speaking sensibly about the tests, assuring them that whilst 

you expect them to do their best, you also know that 

they have other opportunities to show how well they 

are working 

Ensuring their children are getting enough sleep  

Providing healthy foods and plenty of water 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM:  Many thanks to the families 

who have returned the payment for the sacramental program.  

Final payment date is Friday May 15.  If you have any 

questions or concerns regarding the program, please contact me 

via the Office. 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL MASS: The school community will gather 

to celebrate Pentecost.  Pentecost is the 

celebration of when the Holy Spirit descended 

like tongues of fire on the heads of the Disciples 

and enabled them to go and spread the Good 

News of God’s love and salvation to the world.  

Pentecost marks the birth of the Christian 

Church.  Please come along and celebrate this 

occasion with us. 

When: Friday May 22 

Time: 9:00am 

Parent Sessions- Maths 
As teachers, we often get feedback from parents 
commenting on how differently Maths is taught to their 
children compared to their own school experience. 
This year, we have employed the services of Ms Dot Shea to 
come and run parent sessions on how Maths is taught 
today, with the Australian Curriculum, as well as some 
handy hints as to how parents can support their children in 
learning Maths.  The sessions are hands on and non-
threatening (no being asked to answer questions!)  and they 
cater for parents of students in all year levels.  Please come 
along and join us for a session of fun and learning. 
 
When:  
Tuesday May 19, 9:00-10:30am (Parents from Grades Prep-
2) in the Teachers Resource room-via the Office 
Tuesday May 19, 1:35-2:55pm (Parents from Grades 3-6) in 
the Teachers Resource room-via the Office 
Tuesday May 19 6:00-7:30pm (Parents from Grades P-6) In 
the Grade 1 rooms 
 

Tuesday May 12 Writing and Language Conven-

tions (Spelling, Grammar &  

Punctuation) 

Wednesday May 13 Reading 

Thursday May 14 Numeracy 

  





Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

Hope you were all spoilt for Mother’s 

Day! I am sure you were, it was amazing 

weather, obvious for a special day! 
 

School Fees were processed and sent 

home via your email address on Friday 

8th May. We apologise for the inconvenience that the 

wrong letter was attached to the invoice. Please ignore 

the Frist Reminder Letter as the due date is 22nd May. 

If you have not received your invoice for school fees 

please email or phone Justine to fix the problem with 

the email address that is on file. Very easy to fix and 

resend. Your first reminder statement will be sent 

after the 22nd May. If you are unable to make payment 

on this date please contact Justine to advise a date the 

payment can be made. If you do not have an email 

address your eldest child in the family will receive 

school fees via the message box. Please check school 

bags. If you are needing financial assistance, an 

appointment needs to be made with Lea Martin and 

forms completed for a payment plan arrangement. Thank 

you. Could I also ask you to check the School Account 

in which you are paying the fees into. The School Bank 

Account details have changed since the migration. 

There is the Bpay option in the right hand corner of the 

invoice and the EFT details on the bottom left. Please 

only use the  ten digit 955 XXXX XXX number only as 

a reference, do not put any other reference in the 

reference details option. The 10 digit customer number 

automatically uploads to your School Fees Account. 

There are a lot of families still using the old School 

Account Number. Thank you for your understanding 

and time with checking these account details. 
 

Enrolments for 2016 Dorina has started to ring families 

for an interview for Prep 2016. Please ensure that you 

have your enrolment package completed and to the office 

to arrange an appointment. They are taking place this 

term. Don’t miss out! 
 

Could I please ask that parents are mindful of 

reporting to the Administration on their children 

absences, even if it is to do with a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the 

Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact 

the Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 

consecutive days need to have a doctor’s 

certificate on the 3rd day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 
 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
  2016 Prep Enrolments Begin 
12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 15th  Year 6 Ascension Assembly 
  Year 3 Excursion—History of Gordonvale No1 
 18th  Prep and Year 1 Puppet Show—Healthy Eating 
 19th  Parent Education Sessions on Maths with Dot  
  Shea 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
 27th National Simultaneous Story Day 
 28th Year 5/6 Liturgy 
 29th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
  Year 5 Trinity Sunday 
June 1st Year 3 Excursion—Gordonvale Fire Station No2 
 3rd  Student Principal for a Day 
 4th Year 3/4 Eucharistic Liturgy 
 5th Free Dress Day—Relay For Life Gold Coin  
  Donations 
  Year 3 Assembly 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 11th Year 2 Liturgy 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
  Year 2 Assembly 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 18th Year 1 Liturgy 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
  Year 1 Assembly 
  NAIDOC Day 
 22nd  RSPCA Education Mobile Unit Prep/Yr 1/Yr4 only 
 23rd  Confirmation @ 6pm 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Prep A Paul Hitchings 

  For being an enthusiastic worker and a 

   lovely friend to everyone 

Year 1A Talia Daly 

  For trying your best to complete all of  

  your writing tasks. Keep you the great  

  work!  

  Regina Thao 

  For working hard to complete your  

  weekend retell. Good Job! 

Year 1B Ava Tsakissiris 

  For having a positive attitude and  

  trying your best 

Year 2A Baxter Maltby 

  For being a great role model who always  

  persists with difficult tasks. Well done! 

  Thomas Curley 

  For working hard this week and putting  

  more effort into your written work. Keep  

  it up!  

Year 2B Brodie Grauf 

  Being very persistent with your art   

  project this week and never giving up.  

  Wow! A great result! 

  Kyan Stanfield 

  Showing great persistence with your art  

  project and never giving up. What a   

  wonderful job! 

Year 3A Mason Walsh 

  For being a kind and considerate class  

  member who tries so hard during lessons 

Year 3B Isabelle Jones 

  For becoming more and more confident  

  everyday. We re so proud of you! 

Year 4A Brody Stanfield 

  Consistent effort and achievement in  

  Maths and English 

  Charlie Yeatman 

  A great effort and improvement in Maths  

  and English 

Year 5A Ainslee Howard 

  For excellent work in all areas of school.  

  Well done Ainslee 

Year 5B Luke Powell 

  For your organised approach and   

  consistent hard work in all activities  

   

 

Year 5B Alister Maltby 

  For your enthusiasm and creativity in our 

  writing activities this week 

Year 6A James Pike 

  For consistently displaying the values of 

  community and respect. You are a great 

  role model for all students 

Year 6B Kai Crockford  

  For active listening to whole group  

  instructions 

 

 

12th May   Chloe Collins 

13th May  Emily Booij   Landon Reid 

14th May  Brock De Lai 

   Will Officer 

   Kyle Quirk 

16th May  Emily Warncke 

   Harry Warncke  

17th May  Alisha Cutuli 

   Fletcher Thomas 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


