
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Our prayer this week is a new look at the 
traditional   Beatitudes Prayer.  For me this 
prayer can be taken as a guide for living as a 
Christian person.  I hope that it provides you 
with an opportunity to reflect on your life, as it 
has done for me. 
Today, I also continue with the next article 
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community. 
 

BE PLACES OF SELF RENEWAL AND SOWERS 

OF CHANGE 

A focus on the holistic growth of individual people is the 

prime educational purpose of the Catholic school. 
 

In the midst of a world of educational, social and 

economic change, the focus on the holistic growth of the 

individual remains the surest way Catholic schools can 

prepare students for the uncertainties of the future, and 

will remain the prime purpose of their educational 

endeavours.  Teachers in our schools will be models of 

lifelong learning, holistic living and leaders of learning 

and will continue to be acknowledged as Catholic 

education’s greatest resource. 
 

At St Michael’s School we strive to know each individual 

student and to cater for their learning needs.  Our school 

works hard to ensure that our learning program is up to 

date and using current technologies and resources.  All 

staff are committed to working with individual children to 

support them to reach their full potential.  Staff are 

constantly involved in professional learning and are the 

key to the success of each child.  The classroom teacher 

is the single most important factor which influences 

student outcomes. 
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Prayer for the Week 

The Smaller Beatitudes 

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves:  they will have no end of fun. 
Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill:  they will be saved a lot of 

bother. 
Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses:  they are on the 

way to becoming wise. 
Blessed are those who know when to be quiet and listen:  they will learn a lot of new 

things. 
Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves seriously:  they will be 

valued by those about them. 
Happy are you if you can take small things seriously and face serious things calmly: you 

will go far in life. 
Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown: you will walk on the sun-

ny side of the street. 
Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the attitudes of others, even when the 

signs are unfavourable: you may be taken for a fool but this is the price of charity. 
Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking: they will avoid many 

blunders. 
Happy are you if you know how to hold your tongue and smile, even when people inter-

rupt and contradict you or tread on your toes: the Gospel has begun to seep into your 
heart. 

Above all, blessed are you who recognize the Lord in all whom you meet: the light of 
truth shines in your life for you have found true wisdom. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Important Dates for Term 2 
13-15 May—NAPLAN Tests 
21 May—National Simultaneous Story Reading 
Day 
23 May—Walk Safely to School Day—NEW 
5 June—Year 3-7 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
6 June—Whole School Pentecost Mass 
9 June—Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
10 June—Yr 2-4 Excursion 
13 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
20 June—Yr 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ 
Johnstone Park 
20 June—Report cards posted 
23 June—NAIDOC celebrations 
24 June—Confirmation 6pm 
27 June—Last day of term 
 
Prep 2015 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2015.  I 
would ask all existing families to please collect an 
enrolment package as soon as possible as I have 
begun interviews this term.  Don’t miss out on a 
place for your child!! 
 
Walk Safely to School Day 

Friday 23 May is ‘Walk Safely to School Day’.  

Parents are being encouraged to use this day to walk 

their children to school.  If this is not possible, it has 

been suggested that parents park a little further from 

the school and take the opportunity to walk a longer 

distance.  This day is designed to encourage exercise 

and a healthy approach to getting to and from 

school.  I look forward to seeing lots of families 

taking this opportunity to try out walking to school 

as an option. 

 
NAPLAN TESTS 
Just a reminder that children in Years 3, 5 and 
7 will be sitting the NAPLAN tests on Tuesday 
13th, Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th May.  
It is important that during this time children get 
adequate rest and nutrition to maximize their 
abilities.  Whilst these tests are an important 
part of a whole school testing program, they 
need to be considered in light of the fact that 
they are ‘one-off’ tests and should be 
considered in relation to other assessment 
completed throughout the year. 
 

Positive Schools Conference 

In Week 5, Mrs Rick will be attending the 
Positive Schools Conference in Brisbane.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
school to continue to grow in our social 
emotional learning and providing a positive 

environment to promote student learning. 
 

Breakthrough Coaching Conference 
Mrs Martin and Miss Hind will be attending a 
conference in Cairns during Week 5 which will 
provide information to improve the efficiency and 
organization of the school’s administration.  We 
are both looking forward to this wonderful 
opportunity. 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for Jason Bender who is in hospital gravely 
ill.  We pray for the Boylan/Hind family who had a 
loved one pass away over the weekend.  We pray 
for Fr Miah McSweeney who passed away over the 
weekend.  We pray for the Neal family who have a 
family member very ill in hospital.  We pray for 
Desley Luxton, a past parent who is unwell.  We 
pray for Trish Nash, a principal colleague diagnosed 
with cancer. If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
 SUPER MUMS:  I hope that all our 

super mums had a fabulous Mother’s Day 

on Sunday.  The Mother’s Day Stall was a 

huge success.  Many thanks to the 

families who donated gifts and cash and 

for the special helpers who ran the stall, 

particularly Mrs Shelley. Enjoy the 

Insights article this week;  spoiler alert- it’s a real tear-jerker! 

 

NAPLAN: We wish the students from Grades 3, 5 & 7 all 

the best as they work through the NAPLAN this week.  

Tuesday is the Language Conventions and Writing Test, 

Wednesday is the Reading Test and Thursday is the 

Numeracy Test.  This test represents one of the ways data is 

collected about your child’s learning.  Classroom teachers are 

constantly collecting data to tailor learning to your child’s needs 

and styles. 

 

CONFIRMATION: The Confirmation Program is 

commencing soon.  All money for the Program needs to be in at 

the Office no later than May 31st.   

 

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORY TIME:  May 21 is 

National Simultaneous Story Time.   The story this year is “Too 

Many Elephants In This House” by Ursula Dubosarsky.  All 

classes at St Michael’s will read this story to celebrate the 

importance of literacy.   

 

Enjoy this beautiful, cool weather. 

 

Lyndal Rick 

St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

Starting Thursday 22nd May 

   
 

I would like to send a huge Thank You out to Kim,  

Tina, Carla, Rhylee, Shannon, Lyn, Joan and Renee 

for helping with the Mothers Day stall.   

 

You helped make the stall a huge success and your 

help was very much appreciated.   

 

Regards 

Ngaire Shelley 

javascript:void(0)


 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 

 

SCHOOL FEES will be sent home this week.  

Justine has been away due to a family matter. 

Apologies for any inconveniences .School 

Fees are to be finalised within 14days from 

the date processed. Invoices will still go to all 

families, even on a direct debit or Centrepay 

arrangement for your records only. Payment is not required if 

you are on a payment plan. If your are experiencing financial 

difficulty please see Justine to arrange an appointment with 

Lea regarding you School Fees account. 
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence to be compliant. Families can simply email the Office 

on secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s.  
 

 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING Janelle from Cairns Penny will be here 

again on Wednesday!  Don’t forget, if you open a new account 

or pay some money into your Cairns Penny account this term 

you could win cinema tickets.  The winner from last term will 

be announced on Assembly on Friday. 
 

Netball  St Michael’s Angels have a BYE this 
Thursday. Coach Kim will let girls know by Thursday 
if there is any game training on Thursday afternoon. 
Please let your daughter know if they are able to 
attend a training session on Thursday from 3-4pm. 
Not compulsory although we would like to have a 
training session. Kim and Justine are very proud of 
our young ladies, showing Isabella State School that 
we are pretty good competition. You girls were a 
pleasure to watch. Keep up the great team effort. 
Thank you to all the parents and siblings who came 
along for support. Keep in mind that you girls need 
to be there half an hour before the match for warm 
up and team chat. It showed last week girls.! Warm 
up is compulsory before any sporting game.  See 
you Thursday St Michael’s Angel’s. Let’s Go Netball! 
 
Justine Hind  
 

CALENDAR 2014 
TERM 2 

13-15 May NAPLAN tests 

14th May SCHOOL BANKING @ 8.00am 

15th May Southern Corridor Netball Comp BYE 

21st May National Simultaneous Story Reading Day 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

22nd May Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

27th May P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 

29th May Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

5th June Year 3-7 Inter-house Athletics Trial Day  

  @ Johnson Park 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

6th June Whole School Pentecost Mass 

9th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

10th June 13th-Storey Tree House Excursion 
  Year 2—Year 4 11.00am—1.45pm 

12th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Semi Finals 1st v’s 4th & 2nd v’s 3rd 

13th June P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 

19th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Winner Game 1 v’s Winner Game 2  

  First and Second Place 

  Loser Game 1 v’s Loser Game 2 

  Thurs and 4th Place 

20th June 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson Park 

  Report Cards POSTED 

24thJune NAIDOC Celebrations CHANGED 

24th June Confirmation 6pm 

27th June School Concludes 

30th June HOT SHOTS REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 

TERM 3 

25th July Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 

7th Aug From Halfway Around The World @ 9am 

8th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival—Netta Team 

22nd Aug Ball Games Carnival @ St Michael’s 

25th-28th  Scholastic Book Fair 

27th Aug Book Character Dress Up Day 

27th Aug Author Visit—Trudie Trewin  

29th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival  - Senior Team 

12th Sep Gala Sports Day—TBC 

19th Sep Jim Graham and Mary Mills Cup 

TERM 4 

23rd Oct St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tues 28th Jan—Fri 4th April 10 weeks 
Term 2 Tues 22 April—Fri 27th June 10 weeks 
Term 3 Mon 14th July—Fri 19th Sept 10 weeks 
Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 
July 17th CTJ Day—Pupil Free Day July 18th Cairns Show  
Holiday 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

NETBALL—Bentley Park Southern Corridor Competition 

 Let us introduce you to the St Michael’s Angel’s. 

Coach Kim, Alyza Yeatman, Lindsay Dollery, Chelsea Thomas, 

Catherine Janusz, Kyra Quirk, Ammie De Lai, Miah Birrell, 

Sarah Smith, Ebony Landouw and Chloe Maggs. 

Over the next 6 weeks St Michael’s Angels will be participating 

in a competition held at Bentley Park College. Playing against 

Hambledon, Gordonvale, Isabella and Bentley Park teams. 

What an amazing effort last Thursday against Isabella State 

School, there are 4 girls in Isabella who play competition 

netball for CNA  for a few years. St Michael’s Angel’s stood 

their ground with wonderful defence and attack skills. For a 

team who has only played together for the first time on 

Thursday you were a pleasure to watch. You all should be 

proud of yourselves. St Michael’s were defeated 10-3. 

Great effort girls keep up the great team work. Alyza Yeatman 

was the Best and Fairest for the game this week. 

There is a BYE this week for us Kim will keep you informed of 

training in the next day or two. Let’s Go Netball! 



 

 

 
Year 1A Anthony Marsh 

  For working so hard in class and giving it a go!  

  Well done!  

Year 1B Kyan Stanfield 

  For your consistent approach to your   

  schoolwork. You always do your best. 

Year 2A Leah Henderson 

  For always being organised and ready to learn.  

  Well done Leah! 

Year 2B Mason Walsh 

  Bouncing back when things go wrong. Emotional 

  Resilience  

Year 3A Cruz Vella 

  For being a learner in our classroom by always  

  being organised and ready to learn 

  Cohen Stoute 

  For showing the value of community by being a  

  happy, kind and helpful classroom  member 

Year 4A Ainslee Howard 

  For being a positive class member and putting  

  effort into her work. Well done! 

Year 4B George Mathew 

  Being organised and ready for work 

  Jasmin Maggs 

  Outstanding effort results in spelling 

Year 5A Zachary Grauf 

  For being a great friend to everyone. Well done 

  Zac! 

Year 5/6A Alec Warncke 

  Brady McIntyre 
  For applying your newly acquired skills with  

  Google Drive to make an excellent start to 

  your children’s story 

Year 7A Ammie De Lai 

  Commitment to taking pride in your writing and 

  living the value of Honesty 
 
 

12th May Chloe Collins       17th May    Fletcher Thomas 

 

13th May Emily Booij          17th May     Alisha Cutuli 

  

14th May Brock De Lai        18th May   Kiana Tracey 

 

14th May Kyle Quirk 

 

16th May Harry Warncke 

 

16th May Emily Warncke 

 

16th May Harry Chen 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A weekend 

away for married couples in peaceful, picturesque 

surroundings – away from the distractions of eve-

ryday living.  Take time out of your busy sched-

ule, to invest in your most precious asset . . . your 

Marriage!  This is a unique opportunity to re-

charge your relationship batteries, refocus on each other and fall 

in love all over again!   

Weekend date: 13th – 15th June 2014 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston QLD  (on 

Brisbane’s bayside) 

For bookings/details contact:  Tamara and Scott Menteith, ph 

(07) 4634 3559, stjmen@aapt.net.au   Information web-

site:  www.wwme.org.au  

mailto:stjmen@aapt.net.au
http://www.wwme.org.au


 


