
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
“Why does my child misbehave?” 
This is a legitimate question to ask when a child misbehaves 
but it doesn’t enlighten us about misbehaviour. 
There is a better question to ask. Next time a child or young 
person behaves inappropriately ask yourself, “WHAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF THE BEHAVIOUR?” 
Children’s behaviour doesn’t occur within a vacuum. It 
generally has the purpose of involving someone else in some 
way. 
Next time a child whinges ask, “What is the purpose?” There 
is a good chance a child whinges because it is a successful 
way of wearing you down and getting what he  or she 
wants. Have you ever noticed how a child will whine at one 
parent or adult but won’t do the same to another? Children 
know instinctively which behaviours gain a result from the 
various adults in their lives. 
A child may not do their homework  because he or she 
wants to defeat you or maybe lacks confidence and wants to 
avoid showing his or her lack of skill. 
Children often squabble and fight to keep their parents busy 
with them. If your children constantly fight make sure that 
you don’t keep attending to it. This will ensure that it 
continues. 
A child who throws a tantrum has generally found an 
effective way to gain control over a situation. Tantrums 
require an audience. Remove the audience and the tantrum 
becomes very tame. 
The next step then is to change your own way  of reacting or 
encouraging those around the child to change (if the 
purpose is to involve them ) so that the child will change this 

behaviour.  
 

If you change your own behaviour to change a child’s then 
be prepared for the misbehaviour to intensify before it 
improves. Your child is trying you out to see if you really 
have changed your usual response. So you need to be 
determined when you ignore children who whine, refuse to 
get involved in children’s squabbles or stop arguing with 
argumentative kids. 
 

Pyramid Race Day 
This Saturday, 13th August, the Pyramid Race will take place. 
Students from the school will be involved in various 
activities through the day including many students 
participating in various races and other activities. Our school 
Choir will also be performing during the day.  
 

As well as children being involved through the day our 
school P&F has been asked by the Pyramid Race Day 
committee to assist with the clean up of the grounds. If you 
are able to help with this at any time throughout the day or 
during the evening it would be appreciated. A roster is being 
put together by Kylie Smith, our P&F President. If you can 
assist please see Kylie  or send an email to the office and we 
will pass on your details.  Thanks in anticipation of lots of 
helpers on the day. 
 

First Eucharist 
This Sunday August 14th at the 8am Parish Mass a group of 
St Michael’s students will make their First Eucharist. I would 
like to wish these students all the best. The school choir will 
be performing at the Mass.   
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Prayer for the Week 
My Dear Lord,  

You have given me strength and encouragement.  
I praise you for all you have done and given to me.  

I know you are with me  
and will always be by my side  

to guide me through each day.  
 

I will make my decisions through you only  
for you are my Heavenly Father  

who protects me from wrong doings.  
I am yours forever  

and I will follow you through my walks in life.  
I know you have given me so much  
as long as I surrender to your will.  
For I pray this in your name only. 

AMEN  



 
 

NAPLAN Results for 2016 
I am very pleased with the 2016 NAPLAN results which have 
been published last week.  This is testament to the hard 
work of the students and teachers and targeted programs 
across the school including literacy coaching, explicit 
teaching and learning support. Hopefully the reports will be 
ready to be sent home by the end of next week via post. 
 
Year 3—students above national benchmark 
Numeracy  Reading  Writing 
94%   93%   98%  
Spelling Grammar & Punctuation 
96%   96% 
 
Year 5—students above national benchmark 
Numeracy  Reading  Writing 
100%   100%   100%  
Spelling Grammar & Punctuation 
100%   100% 
 
 
P&F Meeting 
Our next P&F Meeting takes place next Tuesday 16th August 
at 5:30pm. The meetings usually go for no more than an 
hour so if you have the time I would encourage you to come 
along. Meetings take place in the school meeting room in 
the admin block. 
 
Normanhurst College 
Over the last week we have had groups of Year 9 students 
from Loreto Normanhurst Girls College in Sydney visit us and 
work with students across the school as well as help out in 
the library. The students were well received and I believe 
enjoyed their experience at St Michael’s.  
 
Prep 2017 
There are only a few places left for next year.  If you have 
not had an interview please make an appointment asap.   
St Michael’s School has been selected to participate in 
trialing a transition program for next year’s Prep. The prep 
teachers (Alison and Deirdre) are working with Sarah 
Hession and Leigh Quirk from Catholic Education Services. It 
is hoped within the next few weeks we can advise how the 
Transition program will work. 
 
Wonders of Living Talks 
Students from Years 1 to 6 will be involved in the Wonders of 
Living program on Tuesday August 16th.  You will have 
already received information about these talks which 
provide information to students about how our bodies 
change as we grow.  
 
 

Feast of the Assumption 
Next Monday 15th August we will be celebrating the Feast of 
the Assumption with a whole school Mass at 9am. Catholics 

believe that when Mary, the Mother of Jesus, passed from 
her earthly life, her body and soul were taken up to heaven.  
This is seen as a sign of Mary’s triumph over sin and death.  
Please feel welcome to join us for this special mass.  There 
will be no assembly on Monday due to our whole school 
mass. 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
10 Aug—Wonders of Living Parent Information Session 
13 Aug—Pyramid Race 
14 Aug—First Eucharist 8am 
15 Aug—Feast of Assumption (whole school mass) 
16 Aug—P&F Meeting 
26 Aug– Fowlers U/12 Netball  
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills (Netball) 
Competitions  
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for the St Michael’s students who will receive their 
First Eucharist this Sunday. We pray that this will be a faith 
filled occasion for each of them. If anyone has anything 
which they would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE THOUGHTS 
 

Next weekend we have several 
opportunities to connect as a 
community, one of our core values at 
St. Michael’s.  They Pyramid Race is 
this Saturday 13th August.  We have children 
representing our school through Dance 

performance, Choir and running.  If  your child is performing 
in both the dance and choir, they will perform at 11.15am.  
Please have your child dressed in their dance clothes, they 
will then have time to quickly put on their sports t-shirt and 
then go straight on stage for the choir. 
 
Sunday August 14th we celebrate First Eucharist for 26 
children in our Parish Community.  Mass is at 8am and the 
choir will be singing.  All parents, friends and family are most 
welcome to join this special occasion. 
 
Year One will celebrate Liturgy this Thursday and will present 
at assembly this Friday.  We will join in a Whole School Mass 
on Monday the 15th, parents and friends are most welcome 
to attend. 
 
This week we begin our Peer Support program.  Year 6 
students will lead small groups in discussions about what 
makes us feel safe and gives us a sense of belonging.  It 
would be wonderful if you could ask your child about what 
they learnt this week in Peer Support, and who is in their 
group. 
 
Over the past week the Prep teachers have been busy 
planning an exciting new Prep Transition initiative.  This 
program will enable new Prep children to form bonds and a 
sense of connectedness with our community prior to 
beginning formal schooling.  Alison Fitzsimmons and Deirdre 
Fedorov will be visiting the day care centres, kindergartens 
and the Early Years Centre over the next two weeks to form 
essential partnerships.  Watch this space for further news! 
 
Finally, the Wonder of Living program begins soon with a 
parent information session this week and the student 
sessions next week.  Notes only need to be returned if you 
do not wish your child to attend these sessions. 
 
Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 

Library News 
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 

The Premier’s Reading challenge has just 3 weeks left!!!  It 
will be finishing on the 26th of August. The library staff 
would like to see as many students participating as possible. 
You will receive a special McDonalds voucher from the library 
when you return your form. At the end of the challenge you 
will also receive a certificate from the Premier!!   
 

Remember if you are in Prep – Year 4 you need to read 20 
books and if you are in Year 5 or 6 you need to read 15 
books.  Once you have filled out the reader record form bring 
it to the library.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS to 4B who have brought in the most 
completed forms so far.  Well done! Another big 
congratulations to 1A who are trailing just one behind the 
leaders!  Both classes are superstar readers.  The library looks 
forward to seeing more forms come in. 
   
Parent Book Swap 
 

Don’t forget there is a Parent Book Swap shelf in the library.  
This has books for adults to swap.  They don’t need to be 
scanned and you are not restricted by a time limit.  We’d just 
love to get the whole community reading and being good 
reader role models.  So if you’d like to come and grab one to 
read please do so, or if you have any books you’d like to 
donate then we’d welcome that also. 
 

Volunteers Urgently Needed Book Fair 
 

The library urgently requires parents to help out with the 
Book Fair. The time slots are 8.15—8.30am and 2.45—3.15pm 
please contact the office if you are able to help. 
 
Book Character Dress Up Day 
Wednesday 24th August, dress up as their favorite book 
character. 

Library needs parent helpers for 

the Book Fair. Please contact the 

office  
 

Helpers for the rubbish collection 

this weekend at the Pyramid Race  

Contact details  on last page 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fd339b5nop2tkmp.cloudfront.net%2Fuploads%2Fpictures%2F705%2FWe-need-you-banner.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.petrescue.com.au%2Fget-involved&docid=EmBOKiYJKntROM&tbnid=RXWIdCLGW6y1aM%3A&w=1458&h=325&


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES  Ter m 3 school fees were 

processed on Friday 29th July, due on Friday 

12th August. Please contact the office if you 

need to arrange a different due date or financial 

assistance. Thank you. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care 

Card/Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 

discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 

dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the Office 

to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you are 

already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of the 

HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and expiry 

up to date with the administration office. If you have any 

enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be emailed 

to  Justine on  email address 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your  children are away dur ing 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child is 

away from school. If you have directly informed your teacher 

you will also need to contact the administration. Families can 

simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. If your 

child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time due 

to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request a letter 

either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you for your  

co-operation with this matter. A reminder that if your child/ren 

are absent for more than two consecutive days a medical 

certificate is required for administration.  

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. All parents and carers are also 

required to sign in at the front desk for a visitors pass. Thank 

you for your help with this. Please see Dorina in the Office for 

the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

Netball Training 

St Michael’s Angels start training this Thursday 11th August. 

Every Thursday afternoon from 3-4pm 

 

NAPLAN 

Naplan Reports should be ready to post in the mail by the 

end of next week. 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Keep on smiling and be kind. 

Justine Hind  

 

CALENDAR 2016  
 
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
August  Week 4 Loreto Year 9 Students Visit St Michael’s 
Wed 10th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sat 13th  Pyramid Race and Country Fair 2016 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Puberty Talks  Yr 5-6 
Mon 22nd until Thursday 25th  
  Book Fair Book Week 
  Australia Story Country 
Wed 24th Book Character Dress Up Day 
Fri 26th  Fowlers Cup Netball Under/12 
 
September 
Fri 3rd  Year 3 Assembly Mass 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Fri 9th  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016      

 $1,655.00.....wow! 

Finance: Term 3 Fees have been sent home via 

email on Friday 29th July, due by 12th    

August. Please contact the office if you need 

an extension on due date. Thank you.  

  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

Prep A  Kaia Pritchard 
  Being an excellent worker and an excellent  
  friend. You are a joy!  
Year 1A Lachlan Smith 
  For working hard and showing the St Michael’s  
  Way! 
  Inca-Rose Jago 
  For trying your best to complete all set tasks.  
  Keep up the hard work! 
Year 1B Ty Watson 
  For reading with confidence during reading  
  rotations. Well done! 
  Ayden Piccolo 
  For working hard to learn your spelling words.  
  Great job! 
Year 2A Charlie Pike 
  For being organised and ready for all learning  
  tasks. Way to go! 
  Mari-Kah Ryan Wymarra 
  For confidently sharing your ideas in class this  
  week. Well done! 
Year 3A Alleria Tyson 
  For participating in our class discussions. It was  
  great to see you share your experience 
  Jamie-Lyn Potts 
  For persisting with challenging tasks. You display  
  a “can do it” attitude! 
Year 3B Susan Hutchins 
  For putting in extra effort to learn your   
  multiplication facts at home. Well done! 
Year 4A Amelia Arcidiacono 
  A great effort in all classroom activities 
  Lochlan House 
  A fantastic effort in writing 
Year 4B Alisha Cutuli 
  For your consistent, excellent work and effort.  
  You’re awesome Alisha! 
Year 5A Bradley Cutuli 
  Working tough to complete written tasks for 
oral    presentation. Well done! 
  Madison Azzopardi 
  Putting in a positive focus towards learning! 
Year 6A George Mathew 
  For your persistence to edit and improve your  
  speech. It is very impressive. Well done! 
  Tiana Weidner 
  Mya Horsfall 
  For your organised efforts leading class fitness  
  this week! 
Year 6B Cooper Stoute 
  For your hard work and enthusiasm creating and 
  practicing your Calanna Speech. Good luck next  
  week Cooper! 
  Paris Cream 
  For your enthusiasm and hard work in our movie 
  editing work this week 

  

Alisha Cutuli –Piper Schmerl—Amali Hillman—Kasey Schmerl  
 
 

Miss Colleen Keanu Hillman—Alister Maltby—Bree Pendrigh 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

St Michael’s Doves Netball Team 
Well done to our girls who were recently 

selected in our Junior Netball Team the 

Doves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They competed at the Fowlers Netta Carnival last 

Thursday. They had a heap of fun and competed in a 

great way, displaying all the positive attributes 

expected of students from St. Michael’s. Ms 

McCormack and Ms Hind were very impressed by the 

girls and their great sporting attitude. Big thanks to 

Kim and Justine for organising and coaching this team. 
 

St. Michael’s Dragons Training  

(Rugby League) 
Training is on Tuesday and will be at Alley Park from 4 

– 5 pm. All players need to attend training. This 

training will continue all term and will culminate in our 

team competing in the Jim Graham Cup on the last day 

of this term. Students please let Mr Wagner or Mr 

Gravagna know, if you can't make training. 
 

Gala Day – Friday 9th September  

(Years 4 to 6) 
 

Gala Day of sport will be on Friday 91h September. This 

is a day when all the schools in our District gather to 

compete in various sports. Our children will be involved 

in Soccer, Tennis, Hockey, Touch Football and T-Ball.  

 

It is not important for your child to be an expert at 

their chosen sport as the day is about fun, involvement 

and learning new sports. This week all students will be 

given their permission form about this day, which 

includes important information needed for the day. 
 

All permission forms and money must be returned to 

your child’s classroom teacher, by Thursday 18th 

August. Please do not hand them into the office. 

 

 

 

August 

8th Cooper Lynch  8th Lianne Mann 

9th Leah Henderson 

10th Corey De Gregorio 10th Hope Pearce 

11th Alex Booij   11th  Alister Maltby 

13th Jack Maggs   14th Ella Burkin 

14th Michael Horwood  14th Charlie Pike 

 

CRAZY Scientist day!     
 

On the 17th of August, St. Michael’s is having 
a dress up as a Crazy Scientist day on 

Wednesday for Science Week. We will be 
showing off our crazy scientist  

outfits during morning assembly. The  
parade will be run by the Student Council. 

Please bring a gold coin donation to  
participate in the dressing up as a Crazy Sci-
entist. The money will help our school buy 

new resources. 
 

Get creative and scientific about your  
Crazy Scientist outfit. Crazy Scientists can be 
as simple as a white coat and glasses. Have 

fun dressing up and we are all  
looking forward to seeing you on  
Wednesday during Science Week. 

 

Parents and teachers are more than  
welcome to  join in. 

 

Lauren and Danielle on behalf of the  
Student Council.  



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

                                                                             
2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge  

Exciting news the Premier’s Reading    Challenge start-

ed on the 16th of May!! All students in the school are 

welcome to participate. Students have till the 26th of 

August to read a cer tain number  of books. For  Prep 

to Year 2 to read or experience 20 books, Years 3 and 4 

to read 20 books and Year 5 and 6 to read 15 books. 

 

All you need to do is fill in the school reader record 

form.  Your teacher will have a copy for you.  If you 

complete the challenge, hand your completed form in to 

the library or your teacher.  Library staff will enter your 

details and you will receive a certificate from the Prem-

ier for your efforts, so make sure your name is spelt cor-

rectly and easy for staff to read. 

 

This is a great way to boost children’s literacy skills by 
encouraging students to read widely for pleasure and 
learning, to develop their imagination, and to cultivate 
a passion for literature.  Let’s all get involved in this ex-
citing challenge!! 

  

 

ONLY TWO WEEKS TO GO 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Out of School Hours Care 

 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol your 

child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


