
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Last week we celebrated the Feast of All Saints.  
As a Catholic Community, we acknowledge the 
heroes of our Church—known and unknown.  
We give them the title of Saint.  Each and 
everyone of us is called by God to be saints—
followers of Christ.  May each of us reflect this 
week on ‘How can I be more saint-like?’ 
 

School Disco 
The P&F are holding a School Disco on Friday 20th 
November.  We need parent support to assist with 
the supervision and catering for the night.  Please 
help out where you can. 
 

Student Leadership Retreat 

Our Year 5 students will be involved in 
their Leadership Retreat on the 2nd 

November.  We are very fortunate to have 
the wonderful Mr Terry Power who works 
for the Sisters of Mercy as our retreat 

leaders.  Thanks to Mrs Hession for 
organising this day.  Leadership speeches 
will be held on Monday 16th November in 

preparation for 2015. 
 

Prep Orientation Morning 
On Thursday 12th November we will also hold 
our Prep Orientation Morning for parents and 
children.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
meet the staff and to learn more about Prep for 

2016.  You should have received your Prep 
Package last week inviting you to this morning 
event. 
 

Bump Up Day 
On Thursday 12th November all students will have 
the opportunity to “Bump Up” for the morning to 
their class for 2016.  Please be aware that the 
teacher your child works with on that day may not 
be the teacher they have in 2016 as staffing will not 
be finalized for some time.  Parents will find out 
their class teacher in the week before school starts 
in 2016.  Year 6 children attending Catholic High 
Schools will be at an Orientation Day on this day.  
Other Year 6 students will attend school as normal. 
 

Towards 2016 

As we begin our planning for next year, it is 
essential that we have accurate figures for 

our 2016 enrolment.  If your child will not 
be attending St Michael’s next year, please 

let the office know in writing.  As our school 
receives funding based on enrolments, 
accurate information is needed.  Please let 

us know any changes as soon as you can. 
 

 

 
Due to Whole School Mass on Friday awards will be 

announced for both weeks in Week 6 newsletter 
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Prayer for the Week 

All Saints Day 

All Saints Day is when the Church commemorates all saints, known and unknown.  

The eve of All Saints is known as All Hallows Eve, or  

Halloween.  All Saints Day is November 1. 

 

Father, All-Powerful and ever-living God, 

today we rejoice in the holy men and women 

of every time and place. 

May their prayers bring us your forgiveness and love 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

From Christian Prayer: Liturgy of the Hours 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Homework Procedures for 2016 
At the last P&F meeting, the committee 

reviewed our new Homework Procedures 
for introduction in 2016.  This new 
procedure is based on the latest research 

on the benefits and/or non-benefits of 
homework for primary school aged 

children.  The group unanimously 
approved these procedures as an appendix 
to our Curriculum Policy.  At the beginning 

of 2016, teachers will provide detailed 
information to parents in regards to 

homework requirements.  A copy of the 
new procedures are included in the 
newsletter.  A huge thanks to the P&F for 

your support. 
 

Ryan Dobbie Achievement Award 
In memory of Ryan Dobbie, who passed away 
at the age of 18 months to cancer, two awards 
will be presented to students of St Michael's 
who have made an achievement in either their 
learning or sporting abilities throughout their 
time at St Michael’s School. 
The successful students will show the same 
qualities that Ryan possessed.  Even though 
his life was taken at a young age, he was full of 
courage, determination and had the strength to 
endure more than most people could ever think 
possible. 
There will be two awards of $50 and the 
winning students will have their name engraved 
on the shield which has been donated to the 
school.   
A copy of the nomination form is available in the 
school newsletter or at the office.  Please 
consider a student who may be worthy of a 
nomination. 
 

Dinosaur Card Swap Meeting 

A swap meeting will be organised for 
students collecting the Woolworths 

Dinosaur Cards for Thursday at first lunch 
time.  This will be coordinated by a couple 

of our Year 1 mothers to give students an 
opportunity to collect cards they might be 
missing.  Parents are most welcome to 

come along and assist.  Thanks to the 
mums who came up with this great idea.   
 

Catholic schools to follow suit on pupil free 
day 

Catholic school children will have a pupil free day 

on Monday, January 25 after Education Minister 

Kate Jones declared that state schools would start 

next year on Wednesday, January 27, after the 

Australia Day public holiday on January 26. 

Catholic Education Services Executive Director, Bill 

Dixon said as some parents had students in both 

education systems and to avoid complications with 

the school bus transport system, it made sense for 

Catholic schools to fall into line with the state 

system and also declare a pupil free day. 

“I am sure many families will be grateful for the 

extended summer break,” he said. 

The pupil free day on January 25 will be a once-off 

additional pupil free day for the year. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4 
11 Nov Remembrance Day 
12 Nov Year 6 to Catholic High School 
  Prep Orientation Morning 
  Bump Up Morning 
20 Nov School Disco 
2 Dec 6pm Year 6 Farewell Mass 
4 Dec 9am Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day—students finish 12noon 
 

Community Prayers 
If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Curriculum Policy – Appendix 1 

Homework Procedure 

Values:  Learning, Community, Equity, Partnerships, 

Independence, Responsibility 

 

We at St Michael’s School believe that homework should be 

reflective of the well-being and development of children at 

primary school age and provide opportunities for families to 

share in learning experiences.  To this end, in line with current 

research, we do not believe that there are any benefits in 

providing homework in its traditional sense.  St Michael’s also 

acknowledges that research has found that homework can have 

negative effects on student well-being, cause inequities 

between students and cause tension in the family.  Learning 

disabilities, socio-economic and language/cultural factors also 

impact on a student’s capacity to engage in homework. 

 

St Michael’s sites research which shows that daily reading for 

all students has academic benefits for all primary aged 

students.  Besides reading, research shows that time spent on 

other homework activities has little or no effect on academic 

performance.  “The average correlation between time spent on 

homework and achievements was substantial for secondary 

school students, but for elementary school students had 

hovered around no relationship at all.” (Professor Harris 

Cooper).  St Michael’s does acknowledge that students in the 

upper primary grades may benefit from homework tasks that 

will prepare them for the demands of high school by supporting 

them in developing study skills and assisting them in 

increasing their organizational capacities. 

 

St Michael’s School acknowledges that involvement in other 

activities outside the school curriculum is beneficial for 

students.  It can engage them in other ways to learn, develop 

passions and interests and skills such as teamwork and 

communication.  It is recognized that children are constantly 

learning from their experiences and engagement with the 

environment and the people in it.  Time away from formal 

learning can also reduce stress on individuals and families.  

This valuable down-time can actually provide the necessary 

time needed for children to process new learning. 

 

Policy Statement 

At St Michael’s, homework will mainly focus on encouraging 

students to read, either independently or with an adult.  

Homework will also provide opportunities for the learning that 

occurs during class to be shared in the home environment.  

Homework will take into account the need for students to have 

a balanced lifestyle.  This includes sufficient time for family, 

recreation and cultural pursuits.   

Implementation 

1. Teachers are required to communicate homework 

expectations clearly to parents at the commencement 

of each year and as required throughout the year. 

2. Homework will consist of core activities and may 

include elective activities: 

Core Activities – includes daily reading for all grades and 

may include some preparation for students in upper 

primary (Grades 5&6).  Core activities may also 

include the collection of materials and resources to 

enhance learning projects in class (eg collecting 

family photos for an investigation) 

Elective Activities – promote health and well-being, prayer 

and reflection and may include the interests, hobbies, 

home responsibilities, sports and activities of the 

students.  These options will allow students and 

families to select activities according to interests and 

needs. 

3. Prep- Grade 4 – will consist of daily reading.  Students 

can read with/to a family member or carer and/or read 

independently.  Students may also be asked to share 

their learning with someone at home or collect 

resources or materials for a class investigation. 

4. Grade 5&6 – will consist of independent reading and 

some preparation for reading groups.  It may include 

the sharing of learning occurring at school and 

preparation for upcoming lessons in flipped classroom 

style (eg students watch a Youtube clip in readiness 

for a lesson later in the week).  Consideration will be 

made for students who do not have access to the 

necessary equipment or conditions for homework.  

Weekly homework may be set to include the weekend 

period to accommodate working family life.  

Homework will not extend over holiday periods. 

5. Teachers will need to differentiate the level of 

homework for students as needed. 

6. Homework will not include activities for assessment, 

spelling or number facts practise. 

7. Homework will be consistent across classes in year 

levels. 

8. Teachers may provide students and parents with 

optional opportunities to engage in self-monitored, 

online learning such as Reading Eggs and Study 

Ladder. 

 

Appendices 

Inquiry into the approaches to homework in Victorian schools.  

Parliament of Victoria 2014 

http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/57th-parliament/etc/

article/2173 

 

The real truth about homework.  Maggie Dent 2009 

http://www.maggiedent.com/content/real-truth-about-

homework 
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What is ICT? Great prizes to be won… 

Design a Poster Comp!! 

http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/57th-parliament/etc/article/2173
http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/57th-parliament/etc/article/2173
http://www.maggiedent.com/content/real-truth-about-homework
http://www.maggiedent.com/content/real-truth-about-homework


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RYAN DOBBIE 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
In memory of our beautiful son Ryan, who passed away at the age of 18 months to cancer, we are 
giving away two awards to students of St Michael's who have made an achievement in either their 
learning or sporting abilities. 
 
The successful students will show the same qualities that Ryan possessed.  Even though his life 
was taken at a young age, he was full of courage, determination and had the strength to endure 
more than most people could ever think possible. 
 
There will be two awards of $50 and the winning students will have their name engraved on the 
shield which which has been donated to St Michael's. 
 
The criteria is as follows: 
 
The awards are open to all current student's of St Michael's. 
Anyone can nominate an individual student. 
Reasons for why you think the student is a worthy winner must be put in writing.   
The individual does not have to be an A grade student or win every event, this award is intended to 
recognise a student who may pass under the radar, but has shown they have overcome hurdles to 
reach a goal. 
Please submit your nominations by 23rd November. 
Nominations to be submitted to School office and they will be judged by a panel. 
 

Ryan Dobbie Achievement Award Nomination 
 
Name of Student: _____________________________________ Class: _________ 
 
Nominated by: ____________________________________ 
 
Contact Details: Phone: _________________ Mobile: ___________________ 
 
Reason for nomination: _________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
(Please attach additional sheet if not enough room and any supporting documentation) 
 



APRE NEWS 
 

Mission Month 
 

Well done to the students of St. 
Michael’s, in a wonderful 
demonstration of community and 
faith we raised $679.45 towards 
Catholic Missions.   

 

Thank – you 
 

A big thank- you to the families who supported the 
Parish Mass on Sunday and made Danny and 
Jayden’s Baptism day extra special.  The Parish 
really enjoyed having so many children present. 
 

Class Liturgy and Assembly 
 

This week Grade 3 & 4 will be celebrating Class Liturgy 
on Thursday in the Church at 9am.  They will also lead 
Assembly on Friday morning.   
 

Reconciliation 
 

Thank you to those that have returned their Reconciliation 
forms and money.  Children making their First 
Reconciliation will begin preparation lessons with me in 
Week 7. 
 

Year 5 Leadership Program 
 

The Year 5 students yesterday participated in a whole day 
workshop focusing on Christian Leadership.  This day 
was lead by Terry Power from the Mercy Centre.  The 
children focused on the core sessions of: 
1. What makes a leader? 
2. Give of your best! 
3. Gratitude and hope 
4. For others! 
5. St. Michael’s and Servant Leadership 
This is such an important part of their leadership journey 
and I encourage you to talk with these children about 
what they learnt throughout the day. 
 

Curriculum News 
 

Last week Alyce Cahill, Bernie Wagner and myself had 
the privilege of visiting St. Joseph’s in Parramatta Park to 
learn more about contemporary learning practices.  We 
investigated and discussed the use of iPads and effective 
teaching and learning with this technology.  Our team also 
viewed classrooms that were designed as agile and 
flexible learning spaces, using furniture and classroom 
environments in a way that is different from traditional 
classrooms but maximises learning opportunity.  Alyce, 
Bernie and I also spent some time in the Early Years 
watching modelled teaching of reading lessons. 
 

It was truly an exciting day, and has given St. Michael’s 
some food for thought for future directions. We have also 
engaged in a great deal of professional reading and 
dialogue with other schools in the Diocese to ensure that 
we provide the best contemporary education we can.  
One outcome of these learning experiences is that we are 
rolling out more iPads in 2016 and receiving professional 
development to ensure they are used purposefully.  You 

will also notice less text books on the book list 
when you receive it, this reflects best practice 
and is in line with what other schools in the 
Diocese are doing.  Students will be subscribed 
once again to Reading Eggs in 2016, and 
additionally receive Mathletics logins to support 
their learning. 
 

Graduation 
 

We are currently planning the Graduation 
ceremony for the Year 6 students.  A group of 
parents are kindly decorating the hall on the 
evening for us and have asked that parents of 
Year 6 students drop in photographs (hard 
copy) to the office of your children with their 

friends.  These photos can be of sporting events, birthday 
parties and other gatherings. 
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 
 

Catholic schools to follow suit 
on pupil free day 
 
Catholic school children will have a pupil free day on Monday, 

January 25 after Education Minister Kate Jones declared that 

state schools would start next year on Wednesday, January 27, 

after the Australia Day public holiday on January 26. 

Catholic Education Services Executive Director, Bill Dixon said 

as some parents had students in both education systems and to 

avoid complications with the school bus transport system, it 

made sense for Catholic schools to fall into line with the state 

system and also declare a pupil free day. 

“I am sure many families will be grateful for the extended 

summer break,” he said. 

The pupil free day on January 25 will be a once-off additional 

pupil free day for the year. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— have been process and due on 

Friday 6th December. A first reminder will 

be emailed or sent home on Monday 10th 

November. If you have not received your 

school account please see Justine in the Office 

Term 4 school fees need to be finalized before 20th November 

for report cards to be released. We recommend that families are 

familiar with their school fees accounts to avoid overdue 

accounts. If you are experiencing  financial hardship please 

contact us immediately. An appointment must be made with 

Lea Martin, an email will not suffice.  We appreciate if you 

could pay your account as soon as possible or contact Justine to 

arrange an alternate arrangement/payment plan. Families are 

very welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  Please 

be mindful that if you need a financial request on School Fees 

that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting their child’s 

absence to the Administration including a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact the 

Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive 

days need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd 

day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Library News Another school year is getting close to the end.  

This means that the library will closed from Friday 20th 

November.  Could you please ensure that all children books 

are returned by this date. 
 

Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to set up a 

Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is some details 

regarding this on the second page of the newsletter or go to the 

link below or click on  to find out more. Great idea if you are 

shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 

 

Has been processed, please inform your 

children that this will take a few weeks. 

Children are not to come to the office to 

ask for bookclub. Your orders will be 

distributed as soon as they have arrived. 

 

 

Netball Dresses are still outstanding. Please ensure your 

child has handed back their netball dress, they are the property 

of the St Michael’s P&F. Families will  be charge a 

replacement fee if they are not returned. Thank you for 

your understanding 

 

CALENDAR 2015 
Every Friday Senior Choir 1.45-2.30pm 
  Practicing for Christmas Carols 
Nov 4th Year 4 Convict Day— 9am onwards 
 11th Remembrance Day 
 12th  Prep Orientation Day 
  Bump Up Day  Year 1 to Year  6 
  Year 6 to Catholic High Schools Orientation Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
 24th Gordonvale State High School Year 6 into 7 
  Transition Day 
 25th Sacrament of First Reconciliation @ 6pm 
 27th Report Cards being mailed home 
  School Fee accounts must be finalized for reports 
  to be sent home 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell Mass @ 6pm 
 3rd Senior Graduation Excursion 
  Sugarworld 
  Year 3 and 4 SEL End of the Year Celebration 
  Excursion—Woree Pool 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  St Michael’s Angels Catering Morning Tea 
  Food on sale for 50c—$2 each 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  2016 School Fees must be finalised 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 11th Gordonvale Carols 6pm 
  Choir Children need to be in the front of the stage 
  by 5.30pm 
  Try out new Sports Clinic 4-6pm 
  Market Stalls OPEN @ 4pm 
  Children fun starts @ 5.30pm 
  “Soul Song” Choir @ 6pm 
  Santa arrives @ 8.20pm 

2016 Term Dates  
Term 1 Wed 27th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w 
Pupil Free Day Monday 25th Jan 
Australia Day Tuesday 26th Jan  
Whole School Photo Day—17th Mar 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Anzac Day Monday 25th April 
Labour Day Monday 2nd May 

 

 
 

2nd Nov Abbey Shelley 

3rd Nov Paris Cream 

  Cody Grauner 

4th Nov Kellen Steinberg 

7th Nov Ryley Quirk 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

The music was counted in at St Michael’s 

School in Gordonvale 
 

On Thursday October 29th 2015 St Michael’s 

School gathered at 11:15am on the basketball 

courts ready to count in this years Music Count 

Us In song. There was a screen set up with a 

live stream from Taronga Zoo in Sydney. 

 

Mr John Foreman and Marcia Hines were hosting the live 

stream. Marcia sang some of her songs.  

 

The atmosphere was very exciting and electric. It came down 

to the last two minutes and the whole school were nearly 

jumping out of their bodies with the buzzing atmosphere that 

was created with the anticipation of when we were to start 

singing. 

 

Finally the count down started 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, the 

music started and every school that was registered around 

Australia started singing the song for 2015 – Gold.  

 

The culmination of many weeks of practising Gold came 

together with everyone around the country singing at the same 

time on the same day. It only lasted for 3 and half minutes, but 

the students of St Michael’s singing nearly blew the roof off of 

the Basketball court. 

 

Another fantastic song has been sung with over 5000 schools 

around Australia and over 550000 people singing at the same 

time on the same day. 

 

Music Count Us In is the initiative of John Foreman and is a 

yearly event. 

 

Mrs Kylie Schmerl 

 

St Michael’s School Arts Teacher and Choir Conductor 



 
 

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 Susan has been 
involved in 
swimming lessons 
since the age of six 
months, as has 
Braydon, and it has 
progressed to 
swimming club on 
Friday night at the 
Woree pool. Both 
Susan and Braydon 
are active 
participants 
through out the 
season with Susan 
competing in the 
local carnivals now 
for the third year. 
 The most recent 
carnival, held at 
Dimbulah, to date 
was her greatest 
achievement with 
beating her 
personal best times 
in two events. She 
shaved two seconds 
off her Freestyle, slashed thirteen seconds off her Butterfly, 
and was less than half a second from beating her breast stroke 
and back stroke times over the twenty five meter events.  
    The Stingrays swimming coach was so impressed that he 
asked Susan to compete in the Under nines two hundred relay 
in which she had to swim fifty meters for the first time in 
competition. The team finished a very close second place. 
    All in all Susan had two second places and a third as well as 
having a go at a level of competition which she had not done 
before nor trained for. (I think that this can be credited to St 
Michaels for placing confidence in the kids and encouraging 
them just to have a go.)  
Thank you for the lovely story Ray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Socktober  

Fun in the 

classrooms 

 

 

 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 
 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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Lea Martin 
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE—2008 Honda CRV 

$13,500 

Manual - 6 speed  

Cruise control  Call Charna Weidner 

Registered  

115,000kms  Ph: 0421 282 412 

http://mailout.visualobsession.com.au/t/r-l-qhyhtx-jlltltlkj-y/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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Lea Martin 
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Lea Martin 
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