
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  

The Beatitudes of Jesus are special blessing 

prayers recounted on the Sermon on the Mount 

as told in the Gospel of Matthew. Today’s 

prayer, The Beatitudes for Parents, is an 

adaption of these prayers written a little over 

50 years ago by Marion Kinneman who wrote 

this piece for her two daughters to assist them 

in raising their grandsons. They give some age 

old tips on parenting. 
 

P& F Meeting 

The next Parents and Friends meeting will 
be held next Tuesday, May 17th, at 

5.30pm.  All parents are encouraged to 

come along and have a say in your child’s 
school.  The meetings go for no longer than 

one hour. Looking forward to seeing more 
new faces. 
 

Prep 2017 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2017.  
Enrolment interviews have begun.  If you have 
not yet given your enrolment package to the 
office, please do so asap. If you know of any 
families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 
please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
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Prayer for the Week 

Beatitudes for Parents 
Blessed are those parents who make their peace with spilled milk 
and with mud, for of such is the kingdom of childhood. 
 

Blessed is the parent who engages not in the comparison of his 
child with others, for precious unto each is the rhythm of his own 
growth. 
 

Blessed are the fathers and mothers who have learned laughter, 
for it is the music of the child’s world. 
 

Blessed and wise are those parents who understand the good-
ness of time, for they make it not a sword that kills growth but a 
shield to protect. 
 

Blessed and mature are they who without anger can say "no", for 
comforting to the child is the security of firm decisions. 
 

Blessed is the gift of consistency, for it is heart’s-ease in child-
hood. 
 

Blessed are they who accept the awkwardness of growth, for they 
are aware of the choice between marred furnishings and damaged 
personalities. 
 

Blessed are the teachable, for knowledge brings understanding, 
and understanding brings love. 
 

Blessed are the men and women who in the midst of the unprom-
ising mundane, give love, for they bestow the greatest of all gifts 
to each other, to their children, and—in an ever-widening circle—
to their fellow men. 



 
 

Today, I am continuing with another article  
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community 
 

BE COMMUNITIES SUSTAINED BY LIFE 

GIVING RELATIONSHIPS 

Our schools are genuine communities founded on 

relationships which are based on shared beliefs and 

common goals. 
 

Catholic schools are more than places of learning.  

They are genuine communities where positive 

relationships are actively developed and strengthened 

by shared beliefs, Gospel values and common goals.  

The relational nature of Catholic education will be 

seen as its greatest strength and will be developed at 

individual, school and system levels through both 

formal and informal processes. 
 

At St Michael’s School positive relationships with 

students, parents and staff are highly valued.  These 

relationships are based on our shared values of faith, 

learning, respect, trust and community.  Our 

behaviour management policy, called our ‘Positive 

Relationships Policy’ is based on the understanding 

that building relationships with students is the key to 

establishing a learning culture within our 

classrooms.   
 

 

NAPLAN TESTS 
NAPLAN testing for year 3 and 5 students 
commenced today and will continue until 
Thursday 12th May. It is important that during 
this time children get adequate rest and nutrition 
to maximize their abilities.  Whilst these tests 
are an important part of a whole school testing 
program, they need to be considered in light of 
the fact that they are ‘one-off’ tests and should 
be considered in relation to other assessment 
completed throughout the year. 
 

Pentecost Mass 

Whole School—Friday 13th May at 9am.  
Parents and friends are welcome to join us. 

Parish Mass—Sunday 15th May at 8am.  
The school will be leading the parish mass.  
We would love to see as many families as 

possible at Church on this day. 
Pentecost is the Christian celebration of 
when the Holy Spirit came upon the 

apostles after Jesus death and 
resurrection.  The Holy Spirit gives 

Christians the strength and support to live 
good lives through the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit—wisdom, understanding, right 

judgement, courage, knowledge, reverence 
and wonder and awe. 
 

Walk Safely to School Day 

Friday 20 May is ‘National Walk Safely to School 

Day’.  Parents are being encouraged to use this day 

to walk their children to school.  If this is not 

possible, it has been suggested that parents park a 

little further from the school and take the opportunity 

to walk a longer distance.  This day is designed to 

encourage exercise and a healthy approach to getting 

to and from school.  I look forward to seeing lots of 

families taking this opportunity to try out walking to 

school as an option. 
 

Important Dates for Term 2 
10-12 May—NAPLAN Tests (Year 3 & 5) 
13 May—Pentecost Whole School Mass 
25 May—National Simultaneous Story Reading 
Day 
3 June—Year 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
10 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
10 June—P&F Disco 6pm 
11 June—Safeguarding Children Conference 
17 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnstone 
Park 
17 June—Report cards posted 
22-24 June—Year 5 & 6 Camp 
24 June—Last day of term 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for Jan Veronese and the Norcotte family.  

If anyone has anything which they would like 

mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 

know. 
Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

From the Principal continued 



 

 
 

Cross Country Success 
Last Friday St Michael’s Cross Country team 
competed in the Mulgrave Cross Country trails. 
Congratulations to Coby Cream who came 2nd, 
Jessie Ziegler 3rd, Paris Cream 5th and Marley 
Wagner who came in first and set a new district 
record for his age group. These four students have 
now been selected to represent Mulgrave at 
Peninsula trials. Congratulations to the whole St 
Michael’s team who all tried very hard. The team 
managed to come in 2nd overall  which is a great 
effort!!  A huge thanks to Mr Gravagna, Mr 
Wagner, Mrs Clarke and Mrs Hession who 
prepared the students for this event. 

Prep Mother’s Day Morning 
Prep Mothers were spoilt last Friday with 
their children busily giving them makeovers, 
massages as well as foot and hand spas. 
Attached are some photos of from the Prep 
classes. 
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APRE THOUGHTS 
The following prayer of blessing was 
shared with our Year 3 and 5 
students this week.  We keep 
them in our thoughts this 
week.  We know these 
students will do the best they 

can on the day, and we celebrate each of 
them for who they are and the many things 
they do well inside and outside of the 
classroom. 
 

NAPLAN Blessing 

Holy Spirit of God 

Comforter, inspirer, source of all knowledge… 

We call on your presence and guidance 

As we face the challenge of the NAPLAN tests. 
You are the bringer of all peace and wisdom… 

We ask you to calm the waters of our nervousness… 

Just as Jesus calmed the waters of the stormy lake. 
We know that each of us is made as a unique, 
individual facet… 

Mirroring the goodness of the one who created us. 
We enter this testing time… 

In the knowledge that our loving God 

Accepts us as we are… 

With all our strengths and weaknesses. 
We offer ourselves to You… 

In the certainty that you walk beside us 

As we tackle the task ahead of us. 
We prayer this to Christ our Lord 

AMEN 
 

PENTECOST. 
 

Pentecost falls this Sunday, May 15th.  Pentecost is 
the day when Jesus fulfilled his promise to God’s 
people and sent the Holy Spirit to be our helper and 
strength.  Pentecost is the birthday of the Church 
and a cause for great celebration because we have 
received the power of the Spirit, just as Jesus’ 
followers did on the day of the first Pentecost.  The 
feast of Pentecost celebrates our Church 
community, one that is formed from many cultures 
and that brings the nations together to restore 
communication, harmony and love. 
 

Our school will celebrate Pentecost on Friday May 
13th at 9am in the Church.  We are also involved in 
the Sunday Mass at 8am on the 15th.  If your child is 
a part of the choir please bring them to this 
Mass.  All other children are most welcome and are 
invited to be a part of the entrance procession; as 
part of the focus on multiculturalism your child is 
encouraged to bring along/or dress up as something 
that represents where your family is from.  This 
could be a national flower, a stuffed toy representing 

the national fauna, a costume or a flag.  
 

The Month of the Rosary 
 

During the Month of May families in the Parish are 
invited to take the statue of Mary of Fatima home for 
one night, to say the Rosary together as a family.  
The statue will pass from one family to another.  If 
you are interested in taking the statue home please 
write your name on the calendar sheet at the 
entrance to the Church. 
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 

 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 

 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



Mulgrave Cross Country 
Results 
Last Friday 28 of our students gave all 

they had at the Mulgrave Cross Country. St 

Michael’s finished 2nd overall equalling our 

result from last year. This was a great achievement 

by our athletes and they were very excited and proud 

to do so well. The final results for the day were: 

1 Hambledon  SS            840 

2 St Michael's         693 

3 Combined Schools          679 

4 Isabella SS                 624 

5 Bentley Park Primary       603 

6 Gordonvale SS              550 

7 Gordonvale High School    175 

8 Yarrabah SS                152 

9 Djarragun                   138 

10 Bentley Park High         125 

 

Age Champion and New Record 
Holder 
 

Massive congratulations to Marley Wagner the 11 

Year Boys Age Champion for the 3km event. Marley 

ran his race in 11.56.82. As this was a new track this 

year Marley is now the current record holder for this 

event. Well done Marley all that training paid off. 

St Michael’s Cross Country Team, Well done team 

an excellent effort by all of you. 

Mulgrave Cross Country Representatives 
Well done to Marley, Paris, Jesse and Coby on their 

top 5 finish. They will now represent the Mulgrave 

District at the up coming Peninsula Trials later this 

term. Keep your training up and good luck! 

 

Students Results we

 

 

Southern Corridor Cup 
Last week our team played a very close game 

against Bentley Park College the overall score was 

5 - 4 with our team winning by just the one point in 

what was a nail biter. Talisha Steinberg was the 

player of the match. Well done team, keep up the 

great work. 
 

Mulgrave Touch Football 
Well done to the following students who have made 

the Mulgrave Touch Football teams – Boys – Charlie 

Brain and Marley Wagner. 

Girls – Talisha Steinberg, Maddie Jones, Jorjia 

Jones, Tatum Van Drie, Lily Smith, Zoe Van Drie, 

Jasmin Maggs and Danielle Worsnop. 

 

John Gravagna 

12 Year Girls 

Paris Cream 5th 

Madison Jones 7th 

Danielel Worsnop 10th 

Tatum Van Drie 21st 

Caitlin Andrews 29th 

12 Year Boys 

Conor Whitby 19th 

Brenton Miller 24th 

Landon Reid 31st 

Kelly carter 33rd 

Brodie Alloway DNF 
  

11 Year Girls 

Ellex Toohey 9th 

Jorjia Jones 10th 

Madison Azzopardi 13th 

Talisha Syeinberg 15th 

  

11 Year Boys 

Marlgun Wagner 1st 

Charlie Brain 10th 

Elliot Arthur 17th 

Harry Warncke 18th 

Flynn Eden  20th 
  

10 Year Girls 

Shantali Connolly 6th 

Leah Henderson 14th 

Matilida Harris 18th 

Lily Smith 20th 

Zoe Van Dre DNF 
  

10 Year Boys 

Coby Cream 2nd 

Jesse Ziegler 3rd 

Samuel Grauf 9th 

Allan Toohey 11th 

  
  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES were processed on Friday 

6th May. If you have not received your 

statements please email 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au to 

receive a copy. Due date for school fees is the 

27th May. Health Care Card, Pension Card or 

sibling discount cannot be back dated. If you have a Health 

Care Card or a Pension Card you may be eligible for a discount 

on your fees. See Justine or Dorina in the Office for discount 

codes for discount. If you have children who have recently 

joined another Catholic School please contact the office. 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. Thank 

you for your co-operation with this matter. 

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. Thank you for your help with 

this. Please see Dorina in the Office for the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS have been distributed to your children 

last Tuesday. Please do not contact the School regarding 

orders. Enquiries are to sought through  NQ Photography, Deb 

Newman or Robyn Shaw on 4035 5388 they will only be too 

pleased to assist with enquiries.  
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Every Wednesday in Administration Building @ 8.00am. 
 

Laugh for the week:  “What’s blue, smelly and fluffy/” 

Pappa Smurf’s armpit! Ahahhhaaaaaaaaaa!!! That’s a Miss 

Hind joke, come on kids need some back up here! 
 

Saint Michael’s School in Year 3 are running a “Scooters at 

School” during Term 2 in Weeks 3,4 and 5 in Physical 

Education for Year Three students. Forms for parents to sign 

have gone home. Forms must be completed to participate. 
 

SCHOOL NETBALL Practice is every Wednesday from        

3-4pm. Thursday 12th, game starts @ 4.50pm—5.35pm 

Children must be at Bentley Park Stadium no later than 4.30pm 

please. Good luck to you all. Have fun! 
 

Additional Contacts for Children 

Please keep your contact details up to date for emergency 

purposes. We are finding there are a lot of old contact details in 

the system. Grandparents and relatives who will be picking 

children up on a regular basis need to be added to your child’s 

contacts for administration to  allow them to collect your 

child/ren. 

CALENDAR 2016  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
May 
Tues 10th NAPLAN testing 
Until 12th Year 3 and Year 5 Over Three Days 
  Net Set Go Netball Starts 
Thur 12th Southern Corridor Cup Netball 4.50pm 
  St Michael’s v’s Yarrabah 1 
Fri 13th  Grade 5 Mass Pentecost Mass 
Sun 15th Pentecost @ 8.00am School Choir singing 
Mon 16th Premier’s Reading Challenge until 26th August 
Tues 17th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 20th  Year 2 Assembly  
Mon 23rd Gordonvale State High School Summit Program  
  Year 6 transition into high school 11.20-11.50 
Tue 24th Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 
Wed 25th National Simultaneous Reading Day. 
Fri 27th  Year 3 Assembly 
June 
Fri 3rd  Year 3 Assembly 
  Year 3—6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
Fri 10th  Year 4 Assembly 
  School Disco 
  Junior Sports Carnival—Prep—Year 2 
  Blue, Yellow or Green Coloured Polo Shirts Needed 
Mon 13th Zinc 102.7FM Breakfast Show 7-9am 
Fri 17th  Year 6 Assembly 
  Senior Athletics Day @ Johnson Park 
  Report cards posted home. School fees must be  
  finalized to receive your child/ren’s report cards 
Mon 20th NAIDOC Liturgy 
Tues 21st P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed  22nd Year 5/6 Camp  Echo Creek  Adventure Centre 
Until Fri 24th   
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Fri 15th Confirmation @ 6pm 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
August 
Mon 8th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 
December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016 

 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 
 

Year 1A Syndia Thao 

  For trying your best to be a part of classroom  

  discussions and share your ideas. Great work! 

  Dante Misic 
  For working hard to complete all your class work 

  to the best of your ability . Great Job! 

Year 1B Jordi Stowers 

  For being a consistent learner in class. You  

  always try to do your best! 

  Isabella Neemia 
  For trying hard in reading rotations. Your   

  reading is really improving. 

Year 2A Gabriel Higham 

  For working hard on his organisation skills. 

Year 2B Isla McCallum 

  For your hard work and persistence in your  

  reading. Well done! 

Year 3A Emery Evert 

  For working independently this week during  

  class tasks. Keep up the great work! 

  Bella Leotta 
  For always working hard in class and giving  

  every task a red hot go! Well done! 

Year 3B Clover Charlton 

  For being an enthusiastic and organised student 

who   is ready to learn. 

Year 4A Ashlee Jones 

  Working to give his BEST! 

  Lochlan House 
  Working towards his GOALS! 

Year 4B Abbey Shelley 

  For always working heard and sticking with  

  difficult tasks! 

Year 5A Jayden Bender 

  Participating in class and being respectful 

Year 6A Mya Horsfall 

  For being a fantastic, organised and quick   

  mathematician during class economy.  

Year 6B Lystra Miller 

  For being an engaged, motivated learner who  

  tries her best in all activities. 

  Gino DiBella 

  For your hard work and positive attitude in all  

  learning areas this term  

 

  

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol 

your child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 

 

 

May 

3rd Sophie Leotta 

9th  Bella Leotta 

 Alec Mann 

12th Chloe Collins 

13th Landon Reid 

14th Brock De Lai 

 Will Officer 

 Kyle Quirk 
 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!

Asha Boyle came 1st in her  

classical solo category at the 

Innisfail Eisteddfod.  

Congratulations Asha!  

Well done! 



 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/912o819


 
 

   

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


