
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
I found the prayer this week in my prayer folder 
from a couple of years ago ( I have had it for a 
very long time).  I found it very thought 
provoking and worth sharing with our entire 
school community.  The message which I took 
out of this prayer was to be grateful for 
everything which I have because in the big 
scheme of things I am not too hard done by at 
all!!  I hope you all have a great week. 
 

Late Students 
We have a large number of children who are 
arriving late to school.  This lateness really 
impacts on student learning and we would ask 
all families to make a big effort to be on time 
each day.  I have provided some calculations for 
you so that you can understand how this 
impacts over time. If a child arrives after the 
bell at 8.35am, they must come to the office 
and receive a ‘Late Pass’ which is presented to 
the class teacher.  This is to comply with the 
requirements of our roll system to indicate when 

students are late, absent or sick.  Please be 
aware that if students are late, they are marked 
as a half day absent.  Thank you for ensuring 
that all our students have the best possible 
chance to maximize their learning and are at 
school on time each day. 

Contact Details 
If you have changed jobs, email or mobile 
numbers, please provide the office with these new 
details.  In case of an emergency, we need to be 
able to contact parents.  Many thanks. 
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Prayer for the Week 

Something to Think About! 
If you woke up this morning with more health than illness…. You are more 

blessed than the five million who will not survive this week. 
If you have never experienced the danger of battle, loneliness of  

imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation…. You are ahead 
of 500 million people in the world. 

If you can attend church without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death…. 
You are more blessed than three million people in the world. 

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a 
place to sleep… You are richer than 75% of this world. 

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish some-
place… You are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy. 

If your parents are still alive and still married…. You are very rare. 
If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and can be truly  

thankful…. You are blessed because the majority of those who can, do not. 
If you can hold someone’s hand, hug them or even touch them on the  

shoulder…. You are blessed because you can offer a healing touch. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Important Dates for Term 3 
14 Aug Assumption Whole School Mass 
24-28 Aug Book Week/Book Fair 
28 Aug Fowlers U/12 Netball 
4 Sep  Ballgames Carnival 
11 Sep Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
18 Sep Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competition 
 

Fathers Day Free Dress Day 
Donation Day August 28th, gold coin 

donation or a gift ranging from $2-$5. 
Father’s Day Stall, Thursday 3rd  

September. In the Parish Hall 
 

NAPLAN Results for 2015 
I am very pleased with the 2015 NAPLAN results 
which have been published last week.  This is 
testament to the hard work of the students and 
teachers, targeted programs (literacy coaching, 
explicit teaching and learning support) being 
offered at the school and the support given by 
parents at home with homework and being 
enthusiastic about learning. 
Year 3—students above national benchmark 
Reading Writing Spelling Gram&Punc 
92%  100%  94%  94% 
Numeracy 
92% 
Year 5—students above national benchmark 
Reading Writing Spelling Gram&Punc 
96%  100%  94%  90% 
Numeracy 
96% 
 
 

Ball Games Day 

Friday 4th September we have our Ball Games 

Carnival which is a great fun event.  The fun starts at 

1pm and parents are welcome to come along and 

cheer on our teams. 
 

Community Prayers 
Please keep Mr & Mrs Martin in your prayers as 
they travel off overseas.  We pray that they have 
some exciting adventures and return to us safely.  If 
anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Lyndal Rick 

 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

St Michael’s represented 
well at Gordonvale Pyramid 
Race Day 
 

On Saturday 8th August, Gordonvale had their annual Pyramid 
Race Day. There was a Country Fair and many thanks to those 
parents that helped with jobs throughout the day.  Also thanks 
to the many students that performed on stage and helped. 
 

Before the big race there was an 1800m race, a 5km Cross 
Country race and a 5km Charity race.  It was great to see the 
amount of students and ex students who were involved.  St 
Michael’s staff, also were involved in the 5kmsCross Country 
Race. 
 

Special mention goes to Mr Wagner who showed the true St 
Michael’s way when he turned around and helped run with 
Mrs Anderson. His encouragement was also of great value to 
Mrs Schmerl and Mrs Hession. 
 

A fantastic race by all, and what a way to represent St 
Michael’s School!  
 

PYRAMID RACE DAY 

 

The P & F Committee would like to greatly thank all the 

volunteers who helped with the Merry-go-Round and the 

Rubbish collection at the Pyramid Race.  We made just 

over $800 on the Merry-go-round which is a great 

effort.  We will also receive $500 for doing the rubbish 

collection on the day.  A Special thank you to the Lions 

Club of Gordonvale for lending us the                       

Merry-go-Round.  Also special thanks to Colleen 

Murray, Liz Anderson and Alan Richards for all the hard 

work that they did to make this happen.  Once again 

Thank you to everyone that was able to help out and all 

the money raised go towards our school  
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APRE NEWS 
 

 

Peer Support 
 

Peer Support will begin next Tuesday.  Peer 
Support is a whole school approach that 
enhances connections between children of all 
year levels, builds capacity for critical thinking 

and decision - making and teaches children strategies for 
resilience. 
 

Each Tuesday for eight weeks the whole school will meet in 
mixed age groups.  Specially trained Year 5 and 6 students will 
lead the younger children in lessons focusing on promoting 
harmony.  Through these lessons children will learn about the 
values of care, compassion, respect, honesty and integrity 
whilst participating in fun activities. 
 
 

NAPLAN results 
 

NAPLAN results have been distributed; your child should have 
brought home a sealed envelope on Monday.  When reading 
the results I encourage you to look at both successes and areas 
for growth.  Acknowledge what your child did well in, and if 
you wish set specific and achievable goals around those areas 
that need to improve – this could mean spending five more 
minutes each night revising spelling or asking for assistance in 
class when unsure of a concept.  As always, if you have any 
questions please contact your child’s classroom teacher.  These 
results are a snapshot in time, yet they can also provide our 
staff with valuable data.  Teachers and the Leadership team 
will look carefully at these results to guide planning in the 
future. 
 
Feast of the Assumption 
 

The Feast of the Assumption is a celebration of Mary’s 
faithful relationship with her God and her assumption 
into heaven. When we pray to Mary, we say “Mary, full 
of Grace.” Mary truly is a woman of Grace.  She 
accepted and welcomed God’s presence in her life and 
shows us how to live a life of Trust and Faith in God; to 
become more deeply the person God has called us to 
be.  The whole school will celebrate the Feast of the 
Assumption at Mass this Friday at 9am.  Parents and 
friends are warmly invited to attend. 
 

Welcome to the St. Michael’s family 
 

At St. Michael’s we love welcoming new babies to our 
family!  Last Friday we 
congratulated Taylor Wright’s family 
on their beautiful gift of Dayna, 
presenting Lesley, Taylor  
and Dayna with a lovely gift  
basket and praying a special  
blessing for her.  
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 
 

 

 

 

 

Paddy 

Bassani with 

Parents and 

sister Tarlia 

Bassani 

getting ready 

to dance at 

the CIAF 

2015 with 

the Wanyurr 

Majay 

Lower 

Coastal 

Yindinji Dancers from Yarrabah  
 
 
 
Paddy Bassani and Brenton 

Miller getting ready to dance at 

the CIAF 2015 with the Wanyurr 

Majay Lower Coastal Yindinji 

Dancers from Yarrabah  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— were processed Friday and 

emailed to families on Friday 31st July. 

A second reminder will be emailed or sent 

to you on Monday 17th if payment has 

not been received. We recommend that 

families are familiar with their school fees accounts to 

avoid overdue accounts. If you are experiencing  

financial hardship please contact us immediately. An 

appointment must be made with Lea Martin, an email 

will not suffice.  We appreciate if you could pay your 

account as soon as possible or contact Justine to arrange 

an alternate arrangement/payment plan. Families are very 

welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  

Please be mindful that if you need a financial request on 

School Fees that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting to the 

Administration on their children absences, even if it is 

to do with a sporting or performing event. 
 

 Children who are  late need to report to the 

Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact 

the Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 

consecutive days need to have a doctor’s 

certificate on the 3rd day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

  
 

Harley’s Educational is advertising the opportunity to 

set up a Back To School Pre-Payment Plan. There is 

some details regarding this on the second page of the 

newsletter or go to the link below or click on  to find out 

more. Great idea if you are shopping with Harleys 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-

prepayment-plan 
 

Netball  - thank you for the CHOCOLATE—yum yum! 

Oh My Gosh, Our St Michael’s SPIRIT team, where did you 

girls come from? Miss McCormack and Miss Hind were 

absolutely amazed at how well ALL of your girls played last 

Friday. For a bunch of young ladies who have not played at a 

competitive level and some who have never played netball 

before you stunned all of us. You should be all very proud of 

yourselves. Thank you for making our day a pleasure 

respecting the St Michael’s Way! You are a beautiful reflection 

of your parents and the school. Looking forward to seeing you 

come up through the ranks of the DOVES and ANGEL’S 

team over the next couple of years. Go the SPIRITS! 

Don’t forget dresses need to come back to Miss Hind! 
 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
 
Term 3 
Aug 12th Hymn Practice @ 9.00am 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
  Yr 6 Leading Liturgy 
  Courage to Care Exhibition Until 11th Sep 
  Seville Centre Balaclava Road 
 18th Peer Support  Program Begins 12.30—1pm  
  8 weeks program 
 20th Wonder of Living Parent Session @ 1.45pm 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week Library Open 8.30am and  
  3.00pm. All children must be supervised by  
  parents at these times 
 25th Calanna Junior Speaking Contest 
  Wonder of Living Parent Session @ 5.00pm 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 2nd  Full Dress Rehearsal for Prep Circus 
 4th Prep Circus @9am Parish Hall 
  Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 9th Year 6 Seville Centre Courage to Care  
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 14th Prep Bump Up Day Info Mailed Out 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
 12th  Bump Up Day Prep—Yr 6 
  Year 6 to Catholic High Schools Orientation Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 

2016 Term Dates TBC 
 
Term 1 Monday 25th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w  
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w  
 
Public Holiday’s and Pupil Free Days are yet to be confirmed 
 

https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan
https://www.harleyseducational.com.au/harleys-easy-bts-prepayment-plan


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

What an amazing effort from our SPIRITS 

team last Friday at the Fowlers Netta Carnival. 

Miss McCormack and Miss Hind were very 

proud of you all. We had a great day winning 3 

games out of 6. A team which most of the players have never 

played netball before, they definitely showed everyone 

watching the St Michael’s Way. Looking forward to watching 

this team grow into our Doves and Angel’s team over the next 

few years. Keep up that great SPIRIT girls! A huge thank 

you to Kim McCormack, Christine Howard, Kylie Smith 

and Justine Hind for all your help on the day! Thanks to 

the parents who came to watch and support the girls too. 

Great effort! Looks like you had fun girls! 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

St Michael’s Choir News 
 

After our recent achievements in Cairns 
Eisteddfod, the Senior Choir was asked to 
perform in the St Mary’s Showcase performance 

at St Monica’s Cathedral on Tuesday 4th August. 
 

Seeing this as a fantastic opportunity to perform with St 
Mary’s Catholic College, St Joseph’s School, St Francis Xavier’s 
School and Our Lady Help of Christians School in a place well 
renowned for its acoustics we started rehearsal as soon as 
school came back this term. 
 

Not all students from our Eisteddfod Choir could make it, but 
we did have twenty students there. We rehearsed our two 
songs that we got to sing with all the other choirs before the 
concert started. We then waited nervously for our turn to go 
on stage. 
 

We sang Who Will Buy, which we received a third place for at 
Eisteddfod and Light One Candle, which we received second 
place for at Eisteddfod. The students did a wonderful job and 
considering there were only twenty of them, they filled the 
Cathedral with an ethereal sound. 
 

This will be a memory that will last with those students for 
many years to come. 
 

We have started Junior Choir for Prep to Year Three students 
on Friday afternoons. We were incredibly impressed with the 
amazing amount of students that came on Friday 7th August, 
and the beautiful singing that they produced. 
 

Mrs Kylie Schmerl 
 



 
 

 

Prep A Matilda Rollason 

  For her mighty efforts during rotations.  

  She enjoys group work! 

Prep B Lyla Pendrigh  

  Always displaying the St Michael’s Way to 

  her class mates 

  Madison Norcott 

  Her persistent attitude to her learning 

  Hansen Ambrym 

  Fantastic reading of his own sentences  

Year 1A Deegan Fisher 

  For working hard to complete all work to  

  the best of your ability 

  Vivian Soderberg 

  For always trying your best and being a  

  kind and helpful classroom member 

Year 1B Stevie Lee Weidner 

  For always doing your best with all your  

  written activities. Well done! 

  Flynn Tessier 

  For working hard in class and for being  

  resilient. Nice bounce back! 

Year 2A Kyal Van Drie 

  For helping a classmate to finish his work  

  on time. What a great friend 

  Paige Allan 

  For being a good friend and helping others 

  to learn a new skill 

Year 2B Clover Charlton 

  For being  a kind , respectful and loving  

  friend and classmate 

  Sienna Burrows 

  For your brilliant effort this week at  

  school. Well done! 

Year 3A Lianne Mann 

  For persisting with your work  to get all  

  tasks completed this week. Well done! 

Year 3B Arthur Tsakissiris 

  For working well on your iPad project with  

  Mrs McKirdy 

Year 4A Maddison Fudala  

  Always presenting her work 

  beautifully 

  Mulan Neal 

  Consistently working to the 

  best of her  ability 

 

 

 

 

Year 5A Elliot Arthur 

  For his excellent work and great work  

  habits. Well done champ! 

Year 5B Luke Powell 

  For your enthusiasm and hard work in all  

  learning areas 

  Danielle Worsnop 

  Consistently demonstrating all five our  

  Michael’s values 

Year 6A Codie Quirk 

  For displaying persistence every day to  

  achieve your goals 

  Joe Powell 

  For your confidence, enthusiasm and  

  wealth of knowledge when public speaking! 

Year 6B Jessica Giddens 

  Stepping up! Contributing to class   

  discussion and sharing ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

10th Aug Corey De Gregorio Hope Pearce 

11th Aug Alex Booij  Alister Maltby 

13th Aug Jack Maggs  Jackson Pearce 

14th Aug Ella Burkin  Charlie Pike 

  Michael Horwood Kristina Jabien-Stone 

15th Aug Chase Lemmey Douglas Molony 

  Cruz Vella 

16th Aug Sophie Allgood 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins! 

http://mailout.visualobsession.com.au/t/r-l-qhyhtx-jlltltlkj-y/


 

  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 



 

 


