
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
As parents and teachers, what more could we 
hope and pray for, that the children entrusted to 
our care to be loving, generous, considerate 
human beings.  Let’s make this prayer one 
which we say on a regular basis. 
Today, I also continue with the next article 
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community. 
 

 

 

 

BE CENTRES OF VITAL HOLISTIC 

LEARNING 

Our schools will remain ever new by engaging in self 

evaluation and self renewal, beginning with the 

individual and extending to the community and all 

society. 

Our schools will continue to be open to the 

challenges and opportunities this new age provides 

and to be ever new by engaging in self evaluation 

and self renewal.  Renewal, however, begins with the 

individual, and it is the individual who remains the 

focus of the school’s educational, pastoral and 

spiritual efforts. 

Students at St Michael’s are encouraged to be 

reflective learners who are open to evaluating their 

own learning performance.  This is supported by staff 

who provide regular feedback to students.  Staff are 

also encouraged to be self reflective and all staff as 

individuals participate in annual goal setting and 

review processes.  Our whole school community also 

has opportunities every five years for a formal school 

renewal process where we can look back on our 

achievements and identify our needs for the journey 

ahead.  These processes allow us to be open to 

change and growth. 
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Prayer for the Week 

Love 

If there could be one thing in life for me to teach you, I would teach you to love 

… 

To respect others so that you may find respect in yourself 

To learn the value of giving, so that if ever there comes a time in your life that 

someone really needs, you will give 

To act in a manner that you would wish to be treated; 

To be proud of yourself 

To laugh and smile as much as you can, in order to help bring joy back into this 

world 

To have faith in others; 

To be understanding…. 

To stand tall in this world and learn to depend on yourself 

To only take from this earth those things you really need, so there will be 

enough for others 

Do not depend on money, material things for your happiness, 

But learn to appreciate the people who love you 

The simple beauty that God gave and to find peace and security within yourself 

To you, my child, I hope I have taught all of these things, 

For they are love. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

Important Dates for Term 2 
21 May—National Simultaneous Story Reading 
Day 
23 May—Walk Safely to School Day—NEW 
5 June—Year 3-7 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
6 June—Whole School Pentecost Mass 
9 June—Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
10 June—Yr 2-4 Excursion 
13 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
20 June—Yr 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ 
Johnstone Park 
20 June—Report cards posted 
23 June—NAIDOC celebrations 
24 June—Confirmation 6pm 
27 June—Last day of term 
 

Practical Support 
Our deepest sympathy goes to the Bender 
family at the passing of Jason.  Any families 
who would like to assist the Bender family 
through a monetary or gift card donation, 
please leave these at the front office and we 
will pass them on to Amy and Jayden.  At the 
time of writing the newsletter, I am unsure of 
funeral arrangements.  Parents wishing to take 
their own children to the funeral are able to do 
so by signing children out of the school at the 
front office.  The school will be represented by 
some members of staff.  Please keep the family 
in your prayers at this very difficult time. 
 

Prep 2015 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2015.  I 
would ask all existing families to please collect an 
enrolment package as soon as possible as I have 
begun interviews this term.  Don’t miss out on a 
place for your child!! 
 
Walk Safely to School Day 

Friday 23 May is ‘Walk Safely to School Day’.  

Parents are being encouraged to use this day to walk 

their children to school.  If this is not possible, it has 

been suggested that parents park a little further from 

the school and take the opportunity to walk a longer 

distance.  This day is designed to encourage exercise 

and a healthy approach to getting to and from 

school.  I look forward to seeing lots of families 

taking this opportunity to try out walking to school 

as an option. 

Positive Schools Conference 

This week Mrs Rick will be attending the 
Positive Schools Conference in Brisbane.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for our 
school to continue to grow in our social 
emotional learning and providing a positive 

environment to promote student learning. 
 
Breakthrough Coaching Conference 
Mrs Martin and Miss Hind will be attending a 
conference in Cairns this week which will provide 
information to improve the efficiency and 
organization of the school’s administration.  We 
are both looking forward to this wonderful 
opportunity. 
 
Community Prayers 
We pray for the Bender family who lost their 
husband and father, Jason, last week.  We pray for 
the Neal family who have a family member very ill in 
hospital.  We pray for Trish Nash, a principal 
colleague diagnosed with cancer. If anyone has 
anything which they would like mentioned in our 
community prayers, please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
 

NAPLAN:  It is with great relief that 

we cross NAPLAN off our list, this 

year.  Our Grade 3, 5 and 7 students 

showed great persistence and 

resilience during these sessions and 

engaged purposeful calming strategies such as deep 

breathing, to focus and do their best.   

Many thanks to our wonderful teachers, Ms Serena 

Gordon, Mr John Gravagna, Mr John Hubbard and 

Miss Rachel Clarke for their diligence in preparing 

the students for these tests. 

 

Enjoy this beautiful, cool weather. 

 

Lyndal Rick 

St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

Starting Thursday 22nd May 



 

 



 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 

 

SCHOOL FEES have been sent home today.  

We had computer glitches on Thursday 

afternoon which held up school fees going 

home on Friday. School Fees are to be 

finalised within 14days from today. Invoices 

will still go to all families, even on a direct 

debit or Centrepay arrangement for your records only. Payment 

is not required if you are on a payment plan. If your are 

experiencing financial difficulty please see Justine to arrange 

an appointment with Lea regarding you School Fees account. 
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence to be compliant. Families can simply email the Office 

on secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s.  
 

 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING Janelle from Cairns Penny will be here 

again on Wednesday!  Don’t forget, if you open a new account 

or pay some money into your Cairns Penny account this term 

you could win cinema tickets.  The winner from last term will 

be announced on Assembly on Friday. 
 

Netball  this week’s competition at Bentley Park is 
against Bentley Park girls. Game starts at 4.00pm, St 
Michael’s Angel’s need to be at Bentley Park no 
later than 3.30pm. 
 Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2014 
TERM 2 

21st May National Simultaneous Story Reading Day 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

22nd May Prep Liturgy @ 9.00am Followed by 

  Shared Morning Tea 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

23rd May  Prep Assembly  

27th May P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 

29th May Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

5th June Year 3-7 Inter-house Athletics Trial Day  

  @ Johnson Park 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

6th June Whole School Pentecost Mass 

9th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

10th June 13th-Storey Tree House Excursion 
  Year 2—Year 4 11.00am—1.45pm 

12th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Semi Finals 1st v’s 4th & 2nd v’s 3rd 

13th June P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 

19th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Winner Game 1 v’s Winner Game 2  

  First and Second Place 

  Loser Game 1 v’s Loser Game 2 

  Thurs and 4th Place 

20th June 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson Park 

  Report Cards POSTED 

24thJune NAIDOC Celebrations CHANGED 

24th June Confirmation 6pm 

27th June School Concludes 

30th June HOT SHOTS REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 

TERM 3 

25th July Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 

7th Aug From Halfway Around The World @ 9am 

8th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival—Netta Team 

22nd Aug Ball Games Carnival @ St Michael’s 

25th-28th  Scholastic Book Fair 

27th Aug Book Character Dress Up Day 

27th Aug Author Visit—Trudie Trewin  

29th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival  - Senior Team 

12th Sep Gala Sports Day—TBC 

19th Sep Jim Graham and Mary Mills Cup 

TERM 4 

23rd Oct St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tues 28th Jan—Fri 4th April 10 weeks 
Term 2 Tues 22 April—Fri 27th June 10 weeks 
Term 3 Mon 14th July—Fri 19th Sept 10 weeks 
Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 
July 17th CTJ Day—Pupil Free Day July 18th Cairns Show  
Holiday 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

 



 

Prep A Deegan Fisher 

  For outstanding effort with 

  his letters, sounds, sight  

  words and handwriting. You 

  are a STAR! 

Prep B Rebecca Shepard 

  An excellent Oral Presentation 

Year 1A Brett Bennett 

  For starting at a new school 

  so well . Great to see!! 

Year 1B Deandra Volpi 

  For being an organised and 

  helpful class member. Thank you. 

Year 2A Jordan Sander 

  For shoeing confidence and 

  persistence in all tasks this week. Well done  

  Jordan! 

Year 2B Portia Eden 

  For you persistent approach to all school tasks. 

  Well done Portia!  

Year 3A Michael Horwood 

  For showing persistence and resilience during  

  the NAPLAN testing 

  Belle Birrell 

  For working hared to complete all your   

  NAPLAN testing. Great Effort!! 

Year 4A Christopher Janusz 

  For your excellent poetry writing this term.  

  Great work!! 

Year 4B Madisyn Jones 

  Always being organised and ready for work 

  Luke Powell 

  Organising his homework tasks 

Year 5A Chloe Davison 

  For her great confidence she displays with all  

  her school work. Well done Chloe! 

Year 5/6A Miah Birrell 

  For your cheerful approach to all activities and 

  commendable people skills 

  Darcy Henderson 

  Your resilience and patience with waiting for  

  your broken leg to heal. You’ve never   

  complained or let it stop you from participation 

  in activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

Cross 

Country   

Achievements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gino Di Bella 

won 

Movie passes 

from Cairns 

Penny Banking 

for Term 1 

 

Wednesday 

morning @ 

8.00am in 

Admin 

Building  

20th May Lily Smith 
 

21st May Caitlyn Greensill 
 

22nd May Keeley Maggs 
 

23rd May  Charles Brain 
 

25th May Flynn Eden 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A week-

end away for married couples in peaceful, 

picturesque surroundings – away from the 

distractions of everyday living.  Take time 

out of your busy schedule, to invest in your 

most precious asset . . . your Marriage!  This is a unique 

opportunity to recharge your relationship batteries, refo-

cus on each other and fall in love all over again!   

 

Weekend date: 13th – 15th June 2014 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston 

QLD  (on Brisbane’s bayside) 

 

For bookings/details contact:  Tamara and Scott Men-

teith, ph (07) 4634 3559, stjmen@aapt.net.au   Infor-

mation website:  www.wwme.org.au  

mailto:stjmen@aapt.net.au
http://www.wwme.org.au


 

 

 
 

   

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

   
 
 

 
 

 
 


