
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
As parents and teachers, what more could we 
hope and pray for, that the children entrusted to 
our care to be loving, generous, considerate 
human beings.  Let’s make this prayer one 
which we say on a regular basis. 
Today, I also continue with the next article 
based on the Defining Features of a Catholic 
School, which is one of the key documents of 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Cairns.  I 
hope that through this series of articles, we will 
be able to explore the purpose of Catholic 
schools, as well as provide an opportunity for 
reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the 
time to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community. 
 

BE CENTRES OF VITAL HOLISTIC 

LEARNING 

Our schools will remain ever new by engaging in self 

evaluation and self renewal, beginning with the 

individual and extending to the community and all 

society. 

Our schools will continue to be open to the 

challenges and opportunities this new age provides 

and to be ever new by engaging in self evaluation 

and self renewal.  Renewal, however, begins with the 

individual, and it is the individual who remains the 

focus of the school’s educational, pastoral and 

spiritual efforts. 

Students at St Michael’s are encouraged to be 

reflective learners who are open to evaluating their 

own learning performance.  This is supported by staff 

who provide regular feedback to students.  Staff are 

also encouraged to be self reflective and all staff as 

individuals participate in annual goal setting and 

review processes.  Our whole school community also 

has opportunities every five years for a formal school 

renewal process where we can look back on our 

achievements and identify our needs for the journey 

ahead.  These processes allow us to be open to 

change and growth. 

 

Indigenous Liaison Officer 
We welcome Maree Connolly from Yarrabah to 
the role of Indigenous Liaison Officer at St 
Michael’s.  Maree will be working hard to get to 
know the students and families over the 
remainder of the term.  Please make her feel 
welcome. 
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Prayer for the Week 
If there could be one thing in life for me to teach you, I would teach you to love … 

To respect others so that you may find respect in yourself 

To learn the value of giving, so that if ever there comes a time in your life that some-

one really needs, you will give 

To act in a manner that you would wish to be treated; 

To be proud of yourself 

To laugh and smile as much as you can, in order to help bring joy back into this 

world 

To have faith in others; 

To be understanding…. 

To stand tall in this world and learn to depend on yourself 

To only take from this earth those things you really need, so there will be enough for 

others 

Do not depend on money, material things for your happiness, 

But learn to appreciate the people who love you 

The simple beauty that God gave and to find peace and security within yourself 

To you, my child, I hope I have taught all of these things, 

For they are love. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

School Uniforms 

With the colder weather on us, it is a timely 

reminder to all parents that the ONLY coloured 

jumper which can be worn to school is maroon.  

Jumpers can be purchased from the uniform shop or 

any maroon jumper is allowed.  Students wearing 

incorrect jumpers will be reminded of correct 

uniform.  Thank you in anticipation on your support 

with this matter. 

Shoes—a reminder that black shoes should be worn 

with the day uniform and on sports days white 

joggers are permitted.  Joggers should not be fluro or 

bright in overall colour.   
 

Important Dates Term 2 
19 May—Parent Education Sessions on Maths 
with Dot Shea 
22 May— Pentecost Whole School Mass 
27 May—National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
29 May—Yr 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
3 June—Student Principal for a Day 
8 June—Queens Birthday Holiday 
12 June—School Disco & P-2 Athletics Carnival 
19 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson 
Park 
23 June—Confirmation 
26 June—Last day of term 
 
Walk Safely to School Day 

Friday 22 May is ‘Walk Safely to School Day’.  

Parents are being encouraged to use this day to walk 

their children to school.  If this is not possible, it has 

been suggested that parents park a little further from 

the school and take the opportunity to walk a longer 

distance.  This day is designed to encourage exercise 

and a healthy approach to getting to and from 

school.  I look forward to seeing lots of families 

taking this opportunity to try out walking to school 

as an option. 

 

Food Allergy Week—18-22 May 
Food Allergy Week is an initiative by Allergy & 
Anaphylaxis Australia that aims to increase 
awareness of food allergy in an effort to promote 
understanding and help protect those at risk. 
Head to www.foodallergyaware.com.au to find 
out how you can support. 1 in 10 babies born in 
Australia today will develop a food allergy, which 
may put their life at risk every day. It’s up to all of 

us to be allergy aware to help keep people with 
allergies safe.  St Michael’s School is a peanut free 
environment and we support the awareness of 
food allergies in our community. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Pentecost Mass 

Whole School—Friday 22nd May at 9am.  

Parents and friends are welcome to join us. 
Parish Mass—Sunday 24th May at 8am.  
The school will be leading the parish mass.  

We would love to see as many families as 
possible at Church on this day. 

Pentecost is the Christian celebration of 
when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
apostles after Jesus death and 

resurrection.  The Holy Spirit gives 
Christians the strength and support to live 
good lives through the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit—wisdom, understanding, right 
judgement, courage, knowledge, reverence 

and wonder and awe. 
 
Expression of Interest—Tuckshop Convenor 
At the end of the year, Jo McGowan is finishing 
as our tuckshop convenor and the P&F are 
looking for someone who is willing to take on 
this role in 2016.  This position is for 7 hours 
per week—Thursday morning and Friday.  If 
you are interested in the position please write to 
the P&F President including a letter and 
resume.  If you would like to know more about 
the position, please do not hesitate to contact 
the school office or speak with Jo personally.  
Expressions of interest are required by the end 
of Term 2. 
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National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
National Simultaneous Storytime is an annual 
campaign that aims to encourage more young 
Australians to read and enjoy books. Now in its 
15th successful year it is a colourful, vibrant, fun 
event that aims to promote the value of reading 
and literacy using an Australian children's book 
that explores age appropriate themes, and 
addresses key learning areas of the National 
Curriculum for Grades F to 6 and the pre-school 
Early Learning Years Framework.  This day will be 
celebrated on Wednesday 27th May with all 
classes participating. 
 
National Reconciliation Week  

(NRW) is celebrated across Australia each year 

between 27 May and 3 June. The dates 

commemorate two significant milestones in the 

reconciliation journey—the anniversaries of the 

successful 1967 referendum and the High Court 

Mabo decision. 

The week is a time for all Australians to learn about 

our shared histories, cultures and achievements and 

to explore how each of us can join the national 

reconciliation effort.  St Michael’s School has as part 

of its vision and mission the value of respect.  We 

strive to teach our students to respect all cultures and 

all people and to develop our sense of community. 

 

Trial Day at Johnson Park 

All students from Year 3-7 will participate 

in the trial day for our sports carnival on 
Friday 29th May.  Parents should have 
received a note regarding this last week.  

Please ensure that permission forms are 
returned to your child’s class teacher as 
without permission, children can not travel 

on the bus and participate in the trials. 
Many thanks for your support with this. 
 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2016.  
Enrolment interviews have begun.  If you have 
not yet given your enrolment package to the 
office, please do so asap. If you know of any 
families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 

please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
 
Community Prayers 
We pray for the Horwood family who had a close 
family friend pass away last week.  We pray for a 
student from Good Counsel School in Innisfail who 
was involved in a serious accident.  We continue to 
pray for my cousin Peter who is battling cancer.  If 
anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
 

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 

 

PENTECOST: On Friday we celebrate 

Pentecost and the gift of the Holy Spirit in 

our lives.  The first Pentecost was the start 

of the Mission of the Disciples and 

therefore the birth of the Christian Church.  

The Grade 6s led us in prayer on Friday to 

remember that the Holy Spirit helps us and 

guides us to be the voice, heart and hands of Jesus in our world.  

Please come and celebrate with us.  Friday, 9:00am. 

 

MATHS SESSIONS FOR PARENTS:  A reminder that it is 

not too late to join the Parent Maths Sessions being run this 

afternoon and this evening.  The sessions are aimed to explain 

to parents how Maths is taught and why it is different to when 

they went to school.  The presenter will also be able to answer 

any questions parents might have.  This is a non-threatening 

session- no parents will be asked to answer Maths questions! 

 

Parents with children in Grades 3-6:  1:35-2:55 (Come to the 

front Office) 

All parents: 6:00-7:30 pm (In the Grade 1 rooms) 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM:  The students are all ready to 

commence the Program for Confirmation.  I look forward to 

working with them and helping them prepare for this special 

occasion.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

NAPLAN: I was so proud of the way the Grade 3 & 5 students 

handled the challenge of NAPLAN.  They showed 

organisational skills and persistence to work tough for the 

duration of the tests.  Many thanks need to go to Mr John 

Gravagna, Mr John Hubbard, Mrs Kylie Schmerl, Mrs Julie 

Davison and Miss Kelly Evans for their excellent 

preparation of the students.  We are fortunate to 

have teachers of such high caliber at St 

Michael’s. 

 

SPELLING: This year the Grades P-4 students 

have commenced working through a new whole 

school Spelling framework.  This framework is 

based around the understanding that good 

spellers use spelling rules, an understanding of 

phonics and an understanding of word meanings to spell.  I’ve 

shared some photos of some of our younger students spelling at 

school. 

 

Have a blessed week 

Lyndal Rick 





Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

Enjoying the wonderful cooler weather 

lately. A little harder to get out of bed. 
 

School Fees are due on Friday 22nd 

May, a reminder letter will be 

automatically emailed to you. We 

appreciate prompt payment for school fees. If you have 

not received your invoice for school fees, please email or 

phone Justine to fix the problem with the email address 

that is on file. Very easy to fix and resend. If you are 

direct debiting you will not receive an invoice, you are 

very welcome to receive an invoice on email request to 

the secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address. 

If you are unable to make payment by the 22nd May, 

contact Justine to advise a date the payment can be made. 

If you do not have an email address your eldest child in 

the family will receive school fees via the message box. 

Please check school bags. If you are needing financial 

assistance, an appointment needs to be made with Lea 

Martin and forms completed for a payment plan 

arrangement. Thank you.  

 

Please check the School Account in which you are 

paying the fees into. The School Bank Account details 

have changed since the migration. There is the Bpay 

option in the right hand corner of the invoice and the 

EFT details on the bottom left. Please only use the  ten 

digit 955 XXXX XXX number only as a reference, do 

not put any other reference in the reference details option. 

The 10 digit customer number automatically uploads to 

your School Fees Account. There are a lot of families 

still using the old School Account Number. Thank you 

for your understanding and time with checking these 

account details. 
 

Enrolments for 2016 are filling up very quickly. Please 

contact Dorina in the Office for an Enrolment Package. 
 

Could I please ask that parents are mindful of 

reporting to the Administration on their children 

absences, even if it is to do with a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the 

Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact 

the Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 

consecutive days need to have a doctor’s 

certificate on the 3rd day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 
 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
  2016 Prep Enrolments Begin 
 19th  Parent Education Sessions on Maths with Dot  
  Shea 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
 27th National Simultaneous Story Day 
 28th Year 5/6 Liturgy 
 29th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
  Year 5 Trinity Sunday 
June 1st Year 3 Excursion—Gordonvale Fire Station No2 
 3rd  Student Principal for a Day 
 4th Year 3/4 Eucharistic Liturgy 
 5th Free Dress Day—Relay For Life Gold Coin  
  Donations 
  Year 3 Assembly 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 11th Year 2 Liturgy 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
  Year 2 Assembly 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 18th Year 1 Liturgy 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
  Year 1 Assembly 
  NAIDOC Day 
 22nd  RSPCA Education Mobile Unit Prep/Yr 1/Yr4 only 
 23rd  Confirmation @ 6pm 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Prep A Inca-Rose Jago 

  For being a “Pocket Rocket” In everything 

  that you do. You are a Joy!  

Year 1A Beau Krist 

  For settling in nicely to 1A. Great Job. We 

  are very happy to have a new classmate 

Year 1B Jack Maggs  

  For being persistent in class and always  

  trying your best 

Year 2A Raphael Bhattacharyya 

  For a great job settling into 2A. We are  

  very happy that you’ve joined our class 

  Axel Grieves 

  For fantastic on task behaviour during  

  science book work this week. Keep it up! 

Year 2B Charlie Andrews 

  Working independently in reading groups  

  on Thursday 

  Kyle Horwood 

  What a phenomenal effort with the   

  presentation of homework this week 

Year 3A Ben Andrejic 

  For taking the initiative to be  a helpful   

  and hard working  class member. Fantastic! 

  Allan Toohey 

  For respectful and on task behaviour  

  throughout the week. Great work! 

Year 3B Matilda Harris 

  For always working hard and    

  being a great little helper in class 

Year 4A Shantali Connolly 

  Always acting respectfully towards others 

  Blake Jerome 

  Working consistently to improve homework 

Year 5A Naydean Storer-Jensen 

  For your big effort with all your work. I  

  just love how hard your try in class 

Year 5B Ethan Martin 

  Demonstrating improved concentration and 

  time management skills this term 

  Grace Harlow 

  For your consistent efforts and hard work 

  in maths throughout this term 

Year 6B Salvatore Di Bella 

  For following instructions respectfully and 

  politely, contributing to a positive learning 

  community 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Lily Casey 

Jasmyn McGowan 

Tiana Weidner 

Ruby Greenwood 

Aiden Piccolo 

Bernard Wagner 

   

 

 

18th May  Kiana Tracey 

20th May  Lily Smith 

21st May  Caitlyn Greensill 

23rd May  Charles Brain 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins! 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


