
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  

Last week a letter was sent home regarding 
Union industrial action that will take place 
at St Michael’s school this Thursday 25th 

February. As advised the majority of our 
staff members will be involved in 
participating in this industrial action.  
 

This means that school will be unable to 
operate normally on Thursday.  
 

Whilst supervision will be provided during 

the day parents are advised to consider 
making alternative arrangements if 

possible. I am aware that there will be a 
number of students who need to come to 
school on this day because alternative 

arrangements can’t be found. That is fine 
and these students will be supervised 
during the day. To assist with this, these 

students may bring board games from 
home on that day. 
 

I apologize for the overall inconvenience of 
this industrial action but in saying that I 
respect the rights of Union  members to 

take industrial action from time to time. 

The industrial action I refer to is more 

than just a local issue within the Cairns 
Diocese. It concerns a breakdown in 

negotiations taking place as part of an 
enterprise bargaining process that is 
taking place between the employers of all 

Catholic schools within Queensland and 
the employees of these schools who are 
represented by the Independent Education 

Union.  
 

Principal Awards 

Congratulations to the following students 

who received a principals’ award for last 

week— Cossette Andrews, Charlie 

Dunstone and Marcus Volpi.  Well done! 
 

Fun Run Training 

Due to the excessive heat during last week 

we postponed our fun run training until 
this week. Training for the Cross Country 
will now take place in the mornings on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
immediately after class rolls have been 
taken. 
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Prayer for the Week 
Things to Give up for Lent  

Give up bitterness; turn to forgiveness.  

Give up hatred; return good for evil.  
Give up negativism: be positive.  

Give up complaining; be grateful.  

Give up harsh judgments; think kindly thoughts.  
Give up worry; trust Divine Providence.  

Give up discouragement; be full of hope.  
Give up anger, be more patient  

Give up pettiness; be more mature.  

Give up gloom; enjoy the beauty around you.  
Give up jealousy; pray for trust.  

Give up gossiping; control your thoughts.  

Give up sin; turn to virtue.  

Give up giving up; hang in there! 



Parents and Friends AGM 

The Parents and Friends AGM took place 
last week. Thank you to the outgoing 
committee with particular thanks to Alan 

Richards who stepped down as President 
after 6 years.  
A new committee was elected and they are: 

President - Kylie Smith  
Vice President - Ngaire Shelley  

Secretary - Wendy Watters   
Treasurer - Justine Hind   
Diocesan Delegate - Donna Gravagna 

Tuckshop - Ngaire Shelley & Melissa Martin 
Parent Education & Support - Ngaire 

Shelley & Melissa Martin 
Uniform - Helen Booij 
  

I would like to wish the new P&F committee 

all the best for the year and thank them for 
their commitment to the school. 
 

Prep 2017 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2017.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 
will begin interviews in Term 2.  Don’t miss out 
on a place for your child!! 
 

Prep Gate 
Parents are reminded to please ensure that the 
gates are close when entering or leaving the school 
grounds. Recently we have noticed that the Prep 
gates have been left open. This has the potential to 
cause safety issues. Your cooperation in this matter 
is much appreciated. 

 

Show Association Grant 

Ian Moller Neilsen representing the Cairns 
Show Association recently visited the 

school and presented a $600 voucher from 
Bunnings. This money was received 
following a successful application for the 

2016 Tropical Gardens Promotions Schools 
Horticulture Grant. 
 

Clean-Up Australia Day 

This year St Michael’s school has nominated to 
participate in the annual Clean Up Australia Day. 
This is the 25th year that schools’ have been 
participating in this day. The aim is to 
demonstrate our commitment as a community 

to care for the environment. The school’s clean 
up date will take place on Friday March 4th. As 
a way of recognising our participation on this 
day children are invited to wear Green casual 
clothing to school. During the day we will 
designate classes to different areas within our 
school to clean up.  
 

There will also be a "Clean Up Australia' 
community effort on Sunday 6th that families 
within the school community are encouraged to 
participate in.     
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for Cheryl Richardson (Mrs Alison 
Fitzsimmons Aunty), Robyn Hoare (my wife) who will 
be having surgery in Townsville next week and 
Phyllis Burns (Mrs Sylvia Wagner’s Sister-in-law) 

 
Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’From the Principal cont’   

 

Scholastic Bookclub brochures were sent 

home today. The due date for ordering 

(online or returned to school) is   

Monday 29th February by 9:00am. 

St Michael's participates in the LOOP 

ordering and payment system. If you 

wish to pay by credit card          

(our preferred method) simply go to the 

website: scholastic.com.au/LOOP and 

process your order online.    

Your purchases will be sent to the 

school and sent home with your child. 

If you are unable to pay by credit 

card, we currently still accept cash or 

cheque payments. Return your completed 

order form and CORRECT cash payment to 

the school office by the due date. No 

change will be given. 

Thank you! 



 

APRE THOUGHTS 
 

This week we are into the second week of 
Lent.  It has been wonderful to see the 
students of St. Michael’s showing mercy 
and challenging themselves during the 
Lenten season by supporting Project 
Compassion. 

 

A special mention goes to Paris Cream, Kiana Tracey and 
Madisyn Jones this week.  The three students took 
initiative and organised a bake sale by themselves last 
week, raising approximately $200 for Project 
Compassion.  This amount could provide a two-day 
training workshop for 10 villagers on their legal rights in 
India, or provide educational resources to support two 
young women to become a voice in their community in 
Papua New Guinea. 
 

On Wednesday February 24
th
, Year 6 students are 

organising a Mini Fete to support Project Compassion.  
Please send your child along with some money if they 
wish to participate in this fundraising activity. 
 

Project Compassion 

“Caritas Australia’s annual fundraising and awareness-
raising appeal, bringing thousands of Australians together 
in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, 
promote justice and uphold dignity. 

... education, training and sharing knowledge empowers 
individuals and communities to transform their futures and 
create lasting change. 

Running through the six weeks of Lent each year, Project 
Compassion is an extraordinary, ongoing demonstration 
of the faith, love and generosity of caring supporters, all in 
the name of justice and peace. It is the lifeblood of Caritas 
Australia; without it, we could not do the vital work we do.  

The theme for Project Compassion 2016 is “Learning 
more, creating change”. 

As Pope Francis says “Education is an act of hope”, so 
this year Project Compassion celebrates the power of 
learning, and the many ways in which Caritas Australia is 
working with local partners around the world to provide 
vital learning and renewed hope to children, women and 
men most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. 

Throughout Project Compassion 2016, inspiring stories 
from Malawi, Laos, Papua New Guinea, Australia, 
Cambodia and India will show how education, training and 
sharing knowledge can empower individual communities 
to transform their futures and create lasting change.” 

Together we can empower the world’s poorest people 
with the opportunity to learn, grow and create change." 

Bishop Greg O’Kelly 
 
http://www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion/about  
SSP Parent Workshop 

 

A reminder that next Tuesday 

we are running two workshops 

aimed at helping parents 

understand our speech to print 

reading and writing approach.  

These workshops will be held 

at 9am and 5.30pm. 

 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 

 

 
 

 

February 
  

22nd  Isaia Mallet 

23rd  Lochlan Soderberg 

24th  Clover Charlton 

  Laverda Charlton 

25th  Maz Smith 

26th  Tino Madero 

27th  Skylaa Fisher 
 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion/about
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion/about


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES have been processed. 

Payment is due on the 29th February. Please 

contact the office if you have not received your 

fees yet. Thank you for your prompt payment. 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are 

away during school hours, families must contact the school 

regarding their absence. Families can simply email the Office 

on secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. Children are 

not  responsible for signing themselves in late. 

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. Thank you for your help with 

this. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

NEWSLETTERS  

Families should be receiving newsletters via email or on the 

school website. If you know or hear of  a family not receiving 

newsletters please advise them to contact the office to arrange 

for their email address to be added to the list OR a hardcopy if 

not able to access a computer. Hardcopies of newsletter will 

only be organised through a request at the office. Thank you 

for your help. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP NORMAL HOURS 

Monday’s —2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

Second-hand Uniforms  
Skorts Size 6 x5, Size 8 x6 10each.  

Formal shirts size 12 x5 $10 each  

Dresses size 10 x3 $15 each 

Phone Fiona Allan on 0419785402 
 

SIBLING DISCOUNTS OR HCC DISCOUNTS 

Back dated discounts will not be given once fees have been 

processed. Please send your information before the end of term 

for next fee run. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Laugh for the week:  What do you call a fly with no 

wings? A walk..hahaaa! 

 

CALENDAR 2016 
February  
Thur 25th Prep/Year 1 Liturgy @ 9am  CANCELLED 
  ENTERPRISE BARGSINING PROCESS 
  UNION INDUSTRIAL ACTION school is open,                 
  attendance of students is optional supervision will be 
  provided 
Fri 26th  Prep/Year 1 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
Mon 29th Bookclub Due by 9.00am 
March  
Tue 1st  Parent Workshop SSP 9am and 5.30pm 
Thur 3rd Year 2 Liturgy @ 9am 
  One Stop Rock Shop @ 1.55pm SEL Whole School 
Fri 4th  Year 2 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
  Green Casual Clothing Day Clean Up School Day 
Sun 6th  Clean Up Australia Day Yet to be confirmed 
Thur 10th Year 3 Liturgy @ 9am 
Fri 11th  Year 3 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
  Cross Country  
Tue 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed 16th Year 4 Liturgy @ 9am 
Thur 17th Whole School Photo Day 
Fri 18th  Year 4 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
Sun 20th Palm Sunday @ 8.00am 
Wed 23rd Choir and Student Council School Photos 
Thur 24th School Concludes  
Fri 25th  Good Friday 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
April 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Southern Corridor Cup First Game  
Mon 25th Anzac Day 
May 
Mon 2nd Labour Day 
Mon 9th St Monica’s and St Augustine’s Visit Year 5 
  @ 9.00-10.30am 
Sun 15th Pentecost @ 8.00am 
Tues 17th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
June 
Fri 10th  School Disco 
Tues 21st P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed  22nd Year 5/6 Camp  Echo Creek  Adventure Centre 
Until Fri 24th  Camp Fees processed in Term 1 Fees 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Fri 15th Confirmation @ 6pm 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
August 
Mon 8th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol 

your child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Fun Run 
After a false start last week with the 

heat, Fun Run will start this week. We will 

now be running first thing in the morning, 

when it will be a little bit cooler for our 

students. We will attempt to run from 8.45 

– 9.05am Students will be using this time to build their 

fitness and gain points for their team towards the Fun 

Run Trophy. It is expected that all Year 1- 6 students 

will participate in Fun Run, unless they have a medical 

reason that would stop them from doing it.   
 

Rugby League Development Cup 
Last week we played against St. Andrews College and 

were defeated 28 – 24 in what was a very close game. 

We were a little understrength with some boys away 

due to illness. Just a reminder to please let Mr 

Wagner or I know if you child can’t make the game. 
 

This week we play Whiterock State School at 5.30pm 

at Junior Rugby League Grounds on Mann Street. We 

will be on field 1. All players need to be at the field by 

4.30pm, so we can get you dressed, warmed up and 

ready to play. 
 

St. Michael’s Dragons training 
 

                 

 

Upcoming MULGRAVE District 

Trials 
 

AFL MULGRAVE Trials 
This trial is for boys and girls born 2004, 2005 and 

2006. It will be held on Friday 4th March at Hambledon 

State School, Edmonton from 4pm - 5pm. You will need 

to bring football boots, water bottle and protective 

gear and have all consent forms signed by parents and 

Principal. Mr Hull (GSS) will be the teacher in charge 

of this event. 

BASKETBALL Trials 
Trials are for boys and girls born 2004, 2005 and 

2006. They will be held at Djarragun College in the 

Sports Centre on Thursday 17th March from 4 – 5pm. 

Students will need a water bottle, joggers, no 

jewellery and nails cut. Mr Steve Brain will be in 

charge of this event 
 

Congratulations – Mulgrave 

District Representatives 
Well done to the following students who were selected 

in Mulgrave teams last week: 

 
 

Auskick Program 
The last of our Auskick class sessions finished 

yesterday. The afterschool program still has quite a 

few weeks to go. A massive thanks to Danny and the 

crew from Cairns AFL as the kids have gotten a real 

kick out of doing this program! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 had a 

blast doing 

Auskick! 

 

Regards, 
 

John 

Gravagna 

Rugby League 

Brenton Miller 
James William-Carey 
Douglas Molony 
  

Netball 

Mulan Neal 
Ainslee Howard 
Lystra Miller 
Rickell Andrews 
Keely Harris 

Training continues today 

and will be at Alley Park 

from 4 – 5 pm. All players 

need to attend training. 

Please let Mr Wagner or 

Mr Gravagna know, if you 

can't make it. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 
 
Prep A Matilda Andrejic 
  Working quietly in class for Mrs Fitz and for  
  always doing your best. This is the St   
  Michael’s Way! 
Prep B Rory Poynting 
  Displaying the St Michael’s values of respect  
  and community with here fantastic manners  
  and kind nature. 
Year 1A Baide Camp 
  For showing the St Michael’s Way and always  
  completing work to the best of your ability 
  Phoebe Bloomfield 
  For working hard to complete set writing tasks, 
  Great job! 
Year 1B Madeline Black 
  For showing the St Michael’s Way by always  
  helping others. You are amazing! 
  Mason Burrows 
  For being happy and cheerful in class and for  
  trying your best with your written work 
Year 2A Abigail Evert 
  For demonstrating outstanding organisational  
  skills 
Year 2B Jack Maggs 
  For working so well in guided reading   
  yesterday. Well done buddy! 
Year 3A Archie Dunstone 
  For your great organisational skills and being  
  ready for all learning tasks. Great work! 
Year 3B Kyal Van Drie 
  For the great effort he puts into all of his  
  school work. Well done! 
  Donnalene Maloney 
  For settling into 3B so well and putting so  
  much effort in. Great job!     
         

     

Year 4A Caitlin Hudson 
  Consistent effort throughout the week! 
  Allan Toohey 
  For working attentively in class activities 
Year 4B Brock De Lai 
  For your improvement in organisation and  
  work effort. Well done! 
Year 5A Lara Taylor 
  For working well with others and being   
  organised 
  Jack Savage 
  For sincere interactions with others 
Year 6A Isaia Mallett 
  For reflecting on your actions and learning to  
  be a positive part of our class 
Year 6B Talisha Steinberg 
  For your cheerful, positive approach to all  
  activities 
  Harry Warncke 
  For your responsible, organised approach to  
  learning. Great work Harry! 

 
 
 

Emily Warncke    Joan Clarke Ngaire Shelley 
Simon McGowan    Charlie Dunstone Marcus Volpi  
Show Association Grant $600     Cossett Andrews 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lauren receiving her Ipad 

mini that she won in the 

Cairns Post/Good Guys/Cairns 

District Chinese Association 

colouring  competition. She 

put in over 6 hours      

completing this and was very 

thrilled with her well   

deserved prize.           

Congratulations! 



 
 

 

St Monica's College will be conducting inter-

views for Year 7 2017 from early March.  If 

parents have not  already submitted an appli-

cation and would like to obtain a Prospectus, 

please phone the College on 40424800 to have 

this mailed out to you. 

 

It is not an automatic process of progression 

for students who have siblings already at the 

College. An application form needs to be  

submitted for every student by the closing date 

of 24 March 2016. 

BAKE SALE!! 
Thursday the 18th 

Last week three Year 6 girls held a Bake 
Sale for Project Compassion. There were 
lots of   yummy treats like Brownies, Jam 
drops, Cookies, Chocolate Crackles and 
lots more!  
It was a big success because they raised 
up to $175.30. On Friday the next day 
we sold some more          because there 
was a lot left over. We sold a lot of treats 
very quickly. We ended up raising 
$223.90. The three of us would like to 
thank you all for coming and partici-
pating in the bake sale!  
Kiana, Madi and Paris 

Clean Up Australia Day! 
 

On Friday 4th March, students are invited to 

wear sun safe green clothes to school to raise 

awareness of and participate in Clean Up Aus-

tralia Day.  Each class will be assigned an ar-

ea of the school to tidy up. Let’s make           

St Michael’s School shine! 

INDUSTRIAL ACTION AND ENTERPRISE BARGAINING 

Cairns Catholic Education remains committed to good 

faith bargaining and reiterates its position that a 2.5% 

wage increase for all school staff backdated to May 

2015 for School Officers and July 2015 for Teachers is 

a fair offer in the current economic climate and in the 

context of market conditions in Queensland. 

For further information on the facts on current Enter-

prise Bargaining negotiations and Protected Industrial 

Action scheduled for February 25, visit 

www.cns.catholic.edu.au/industrialaction 

http://www.cns.catholic.edu.au/industrialaction


 

 

 

 
 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 

 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Malcom Turnbull visits Cairns 

On Sunday the 14
th
 of February 

2016, Emily Warncke , Simon 
McGowan and Mrs Sarah       
Hession, attended an afternoon 
tea at St. Augustine's School in 
Cairns . We had a snack at the 
beginning, which the teachers and 
students of St Augustine’s       
organised before things got exciting! When it  started,  
Malcom Turnbull, our Prime Minister Bruce Mannings and 
one other person came out to the stage to begin the 
presentation. The St. Joseph's School choir sung The   
National Anthem. There were 2 tribal woman and they're 
names were Henrietta and Janette. One was from the 
Yindinji tribe and it was really exciting to see. Emily, Simon 
and Sarah Hession sat down and listened to Malcom  
Turnbull speak. He spoke about  his history before he was 
elected to be the Prime  Minister of Australia. He talked 
about the fact that young people are very lucky to be alive 
right now at a time when technology is beginning to get 
more advanced during this time. Kids are starting to get a 
little bit more creative, imaginative and are starting to work 
together better. At the very end, the St. Augustine's band 
performed a song that they had written. That was the best 
day ever! 
                       
Written By The School Captains Emily Warncke and Si-
mon McGowan 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


