
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Recently, I have read a number of articles on 
‘Happiness’ and one of the interesting facts was 
that being happy could add years to your life 
and while happiness did not cure illnesses, 
happy people on average live 7.5-10 years 
longer.  This fact along with some others, made 
me think about St Michael’s School Community 
and how we can have a ‘happier’ community—
students, parents and staff.  A couple of great 
ideas on ‘Ways to get happy’ which I have read 
include: 
1. Set aside a worry time, such as half an 

hour after work.  If worries come up at 
other times, put them out of your mind until 
worry time. 

2. Practise random acts of kindness.  
Research shows altruism is a powerful 
catalyst for happiness. 

3. Redefine happiness.  Some people think 
happiness only means pure joy, but it also 
includes emotions such as contentment.  
Work out what happiness means to you. 

4. Be curious.  Set aside time to do 
something new, such as taking up a new 
sport or visiting a different town. 

Let’s all try to make St Michael’s a ‘happier’ 
place to be for all by being positive and 
supportive of our children’s learning and 
remembering our St Michael’s Values—Faith, 
Learning, Respect, Trust and Community. 
 

Important Dates for Term 1 
Fri 6th Mar—Making Friends Show 
 

Tues 10th Mar—St Mary’s visit to Yr 5 9am 
Tues 17th Mar—P&F Meeting 5.30pm 
Fri 20th Mar—School Cross Country 
Thurs 26th Mar—Photo Day 
Sun 29th Mar—Palm Sunday School/Parish 
Mass 
31 Mar-2 Apr—Yr 5/6 Camp @ Tinaroo 
Thurs 2rd Apr—Last day of term 
Fri 3rd Apr—Good Friday 
 
Sport at St Michael’s 
St Michael’s is very lucky to have dedicated 
parents and staff who are willing to support our 
students in learning and developing their skills in 
sport.  We have the wonderful Kim McCormack 
and Kylie Schmerl who work with our netball girls 
and the boys have the skills and encouragement of 
Mr Wagner and Mr G for rugby league.   
Some important sports dates for your diary: 
Friday 20th March—St Michael’s Cross Country 
Friday 29th May—Trial Day for Interhouse 
Athletics @ Johnson Park 
Friday 12th June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St 
Michael’s  
Friday 19th June—3-7 Athletics Carnival @ 
Johnson Park 
Friday 31st July—Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 
Friday 7th August—Fowlers Netball 
Friday 28th August—Fowlers Netball 
Friday 4th Sept—Ball Games Carnival 
Friday 10th Sept—Gala Sports Day 
Friday 18th Sept—Jim Graham & Mary Mills Cups 
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Prayer for the Week 
Inspire me to follow you more closely 

and help me to live in such a way 
that I encourage others 
and bring life to them. 

No one is small in your eyes; 
let no one be small in mine.  Amen 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 
2016.  I would ask all existing families to please 
collect an enrolment package as soon as 
possible as I will begin interviews in Term 2.  
Don’t miss out on a place for your child!! 
 

Netball Success 

Well down to our St Michael’s Netball team 

who played their first game at Bentley Park 

last Thursday and came away with a 

convincing win.  A huge thanks to Kim 

McCormack and Justine Hind who coach 

and manage the team. 
 

Update on Road Signage 
The council have put a NO STANDING sign up from 
the entrance to the Staff Car Park back to the corner 
of Muir Street in front of the Church. This means 
that there is NO PARKING in front of the Church at 
any time. Also a huge thanks to Councillor Steve 
Brain who has organized for the painting and 
signage for our Stop Drop Go Zone to be updated. 
Once this has been completed we will have an 
education campaign on how to use this area more 
safely and effectively. 
 

Student Support 
To start off the year, St Michael’s staff have placed 
a great deal of emphasis on individual student 
support and as such we have a significant number 
of hours of school officer time being devoted to 
assisting students with their learning.  As well as 
this, our learning support teachers have been 
working with small groups to support learning 
achievement.  Last week, I began my regular 
classroom time which will be devoted to assisting 
individuals or small groups with their learning.  I 
have been thoroughly enjoying working with the 
students and helping them to achieve their 
learning goals. 
 

Health Alert 

As you may be aware in recent media reports, 

Patties Foods Ltd has undertaken a recall of Nanna’s 

Mixed Berries, Creative Gourmet Mixed Berries and 

Creative Gourmet Raspberries from Coles, 

Woolworths, IGA and other independent 

supermarkets nationally due to potential 

microbiological (Hepatitis A) contamination. 

A number of confirmed cases have been reported 

around Australia, including one in Cairns to date.  

These products have not been used in our 

tuckshop. 

Parents are advised to contact a doctor immediately 

should their child develop Hepatitis A symptoms. 

While there is no specific treatment for hepatitis A, 

there are usually no long term effects as a direct 

result of infection.  Symptoms include abdominal 

pain, nausea, fever and chills and yellow skin or 

eyes. The severity and duration of the illness varies, 

however, most people feel better by the third week.  

Management of people infected with the virus is 

aimed at treating the symptoms of the infection. 

However, people with hepatitis A are sometimes 

sick enough to be admitted to hospital although this 

is rare. Please remember that if a person has 

infectious hepatitis A, they can easily spread it to 

others in the household. Correct handwashing is 

essential to limit the spread. 

People with hepatitis A should not return to work, 

school or child care until they are no longer 

infectious which is at least seven days after the onset 

of jaundice. 

There is a safe and effective vaccine that provides 

protection against hepatitis A infection for children 

and adults. 

Hepatitis A can be a serious condition if untreated 

and anyone who is concerned or has developed 

symptoms should contact their GP or 13 HEALTH 

(13 43 25 84). 

The Queensland Health website has a detailed 

Hepatitis A fact sheet available at the following link: 

http://conditions.health.qld.gov.au/

HealthConditions/2/Infections-Parasites/41/Viral-

Infections/763/Hepatitis-A 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for a member of the Schmerl family who 
has been unwell.  If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

 
Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE NEWS 
LENT: Last week, the St Michael’s School 

community commenced the season of Lent 

with an Ash Wednesday service.  Each class 

discussed the promises they could make for 

Lent including prayer, taking something up 

out of their personal time 

and working to raise 

money for the needy communities in the 

world.  These Lenten promises were hung on 

the prayer tree on display and remain in the 

Church. 

The 40 days of Lent represent the 40 days that 

Jesus spent in the wilderness after his baptism.  

In Mark’s Gospel, it speaks of Jesus being 

tempted by Satan, then immediately after, 

commencing his ministry to bring the Good 

News of the Kingdom of God. 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION:  Each year, I am amazed by the 

generosity of the St Michael’s School community in response to 

Project Compassion.  In all grades, the students will learn about 

other communities around the world and their daily struggles, as 

well as how they are helping themselves with the assistance of 

local agencies supported by funds raised through Project 

Compassion. 

At St Michael’s, the students learn about Jesus and how he 

ministered to others, particularly the marginalised in his time.  

The students are then led to consider how Jesus’ message of 

justice and love relates to them as Christians in a contemporary 

world and how they might be able to serve others as Jesus did. 

All fund-raising activities will be published in future 

newsletters- so watch this space. 

 

 

 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

 BABY COT TO GIVE AWAY TO  

 GOOD HOME 

 

 CONTACT OFFICE FOR DETAILS 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

Well we are in Week 5 already. Time flies 

when we are all having fun. Due to an out of 

the blue mini cyclone at Edmonton on 

Sunday I lost my 4 most precious pawpaw 

trees. Luckily I was able to save them and cut 

them halfway down for a crop next year. 

Hope everyone stays travelling safe when we have this stormy 

weather. Be patient on the roads please. 
 

School Fees have been processed and have been sent home 

either via email to the address given on enrolment or hardcopy 

with your child. If you did not receive your School Fees 

contact the office immediately as fees are due on 27th Feb. If 

you are direct debiting or have a payment plan your family is 

exempt from the due date. The invoice is sent to all families. 

Please contact the office if you are experiencing any  financial 

hardship. 
 

It is recommend that you check your invoices, especially if 

you are direct debiting, there has been a few glitches in the 

migration last year ,however there is  nothing that can not be 

fixed. Things to look out for is your sibling discount. Which 

will not be granted unless the appropriate paperwork is 

completed and retuned. It is not up to the school to assume you 

have children at other catholic schools Also look out for any 

double up of Building Levy, sometimes this happens with 

families in a defacto or separated relationship. I ask you all to 

please to be thorough and please contact by email 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  with the details 

outlining your request. Once I have your details an 

appointment will be arranged to go through your request. 

Please be mindful that approaching Justine at the front desk in 

peak hour traffic is not a time to discuss finance on your 

School Account.  Thank you for your understanding. 
 

 

Application for Fee Support please contact Justine in the 

Office for the forms that are required to be completed for an 

appointment with Lea Martin regarding support. This is highly 

confidential and treated with the utmost respect 
 

Sibling Discounts please contact the office if you have older 

children in a Secondary Catholic School. 
 

Absent/Late Children/Specialists/Visitors and Volunteers 

MUST be reported to the Administration Office at all times 

This is a legal requirement for Health and Safety. Please be 

mindful when emailing or phoning in sick children to note your 

child/children’s class number eg 3A, 5B, Prep A etc. 
 

Please update your email, phone numbers or change of address 

constantly with Dorina or Justine for correspondence. Emailing 

or phoning this information  is perfect. 
 

Enrolments for 2016 Dorina has started to ring families for an 

interview for Prep 2016. Please ensure that you have your 

enrolment package completed and to the office to arrange an 

appointment, they are taking place next term. Don miss out! 
 

NETBALL DRESSES There are 5 Netball dress from last 

year 2014 that have not been returned. We need these back 

before the end of the week please. The girls were asked to 

bring these dresses back when our competitions were 

finished last year please check your cupboards and 

return to Miss Hind. 
 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 1 Week 4 Fun Run Begins 
Feb  25th Football @ Mann Street  Players to be there @  
  4.00pm against Yarrabah @ 4.45pm 
 26th Netball @ Bentley Park against Hambledon 
  4pm Game players at 3.30pm 
March 1st Gordonvale Gold Rush Sign on Day 
 6th Making Friends show 
 17th  St Patrick’s Day 
 26th SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
 27th Term 1 School Fees are due 
 27th  Peninsula Netball Carnival @ Innisfail 
 31st School Camp Year 5 & 6 Compulsory Curriculum  
April 2nd Cost for camp will be processed onto school fees 
 2nd Southern Corridor Cup  finals Finishes 
 2nd Last Day Term 1 
 3rd Good Friday 
 6th  Easter Monday 
Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
April 20th School Resumes  
 25th Anzac Day March starts outside front GSS 9am 
 30th  Michael Mangan Concert 
May 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
June 5th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized  
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
 23rd  Confirmation 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 30th World Teachers Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 



 

 



 

 

Prep A Arlia Alloway 

  For settling into Prep quickly and for  

  being a lovely friend in Prep A 

Prep B Cooper Wallwork 

  For having great getting along skills  

Year 1A Charlie Dunstone 

  For always being prepared for learning  

  with a smile on your face 

  Alla Fiorenza 

  For always wanting to do your best work  

  and being organised for learning 

Year 1B Sophia Nucifora 

  For reading with confidence. You are a  

  SUPERSTAR! 

Year 2A Caitlyn Greensill 

  For effort and persistence in your class  

  work. You are doing so well Caitlyn, keep up 

  the hard work 

Year 2B Ella Burkin 

  For being a wonderful student. She is hard 

  working, helpful and responsible   

Year 3A Wyl Owens 

  For being in charge of your    

  learning and staying on task with your  

  work. Fantastic! 

Year 3B Portia Eden 

  For putting in a top effort this   

  week with all your activities. Well done! 

Year 4A Bradley Cutuli 

  Being respectful to all Class    

  Members 

  Lilly Smith 

  Trusting everyone respectfully 

Year 5A Ellex Toohey 

  For her improved effort. You have been  

  working and trying more. Well don Ellex! 

Year 5B Landon Reid 

  For settling in so well at St Michael’s 

  Caitlan Andrews –Neal 

  We are blessed to have your as part of our 

  school community 

Year 6A Lydia Taylor 

  For your positive and friendly attitude  

  towards others. You’re fantastic! 

Year 6B Hayden Clarke 

  Kindness! Being thoughtful, sharing and  

  helpful class member 

 

 

Prep A Ashton Jansen 

Year 1A Kristina Jabien—Stone 

Year 1B Charlie Pike 

Year 2A Maddison Ganley 

Year 2B Brodie Grauf 

Year 3A Alisha Cutuli 

Year 3B Bree Pendrigh 

Year 5A Jorjia Jones 

Year 5B Sally Hitchings 

Year 6A Imogen Harris 

Year 6B Lauren Ots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

23rd Feb Lochlan Soderberg 
 

24th Feb Clover Charlton 

  Laverda Charlton 
 

25th Feb Kaywahnee  

  Sands-Thomas 
 

26th Feb Tino Madero 
 

1st Mar Bailey  Ellis 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A weekend away for married 

couples in peaceful, picturesque surroundings – away from the 

distractions of everyday living.  Take time out of your busy 

schedule, to invest in your most precious asset . . . your Mar-

riage!  This is a unique opportunity to recharge your relationship 

batteries, refocus on each other and fall in love all over again!   

Weekend date: 15th – 17th May 2015 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston QLD  (on 

Brisbane’s bayside) 

For bookings/details contact:  Maria and David Murphy, ph (07) 

3342 1456, dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au    Information 

website:  www.wwme.org.au  

mailto:dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au
http://www.wwme.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 ST MONICA'S COLLEGE OPEN DAY 
 

Join us for Open Day on Thursday 12 March,  

4.00-6.00pm.  Our staff and students look forward to 

showcasing all we have to offer current and future 

students.  Please use Abbott St entrance only. 
 

Phone the College on 4042 4800 to register your name. 



 


