
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Following on from our ‘Happiness’ theme from 
last week, I found  this great little article in a 
recent Readers Digest. 
Aristotle once wrote that “happiness is a state of 
activity”. In other words, whether you’re looking 
for lifelong satisfaction or a few moments of 
good cheer, you’ve got to move forward. Here 
are five steps to take toward having a sunny 
disposition: 
1. VALUE YOUR RELATIONSHIPS—The 

highest levels of happiness are found with 
the most stable, longest and most 
contented relationships. 

2. EXPRESS YOURSELF—singing aloud, 
talking to a stranger, raising your hand: all 
may increase a feeling of wellbeing. 

3. SPEND MONEY ON OTHERS—It doesn’t 
matter how much money you spend but 
the how you spend it which may boost the 
spirit. 

4. FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE—Downcast 
people who wrote down three good things 
that happened to them each day for six 
months reported an improved outlook. 

5. HYDRATE YOURSELF—slight 
dehydration can compromise your mood. 

 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2016.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 

will begin interviews in Term 2.  Don’t miss out 
on a place for your child!! 
 
Netball Success 

Well done to our St Michael’s Netball team 

who played won their second game 

against Hambledon State School.  Well 

done to Mia Owens who was named player 

of the match. 

 
International Women’s Day 

On Friday 6th March, St Michael’s will 

acknowledge International Women’s Day as 
a staff.  We sincerely thank all the 
wonderful women who work in our school 

community for the great contribution they 
make to the lives of our students.  Ladies, 
you really make a difference! 

 
Laugh Out Loud Day 
St Michael’s has been registered for LOL Day 
on Monday 9th March.  This is an opportunity to 
promote student well being through humour and 
fun.  I would encourage all families to have 
some laughter and fun on this day. 
 

Healthy Hygiene Puppet Show 

On Monday 9th March, our Prep and Year 1 

students will be participating in the Healthy 

Hygiene Puppet Show which promotes 

safety through safe hygiene.  This show 

complements our Health and Physical 

Education Curriculum and is an important 

component of our student learning. 
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Prayer for the Week 
What Have I Done For Jesus Today? 

Today I have done a lot for Jesus:  I was patient with him as I explained the mis-
take;  

I did not yell or get impatient with him as he tried to find his lost hat. 
I helped him to tidy up his room; I greeted him cheerfully on my way to work. 
I let him overtake me on the road; I helped him find his direction to the office. 

I listened to him; I spent time with him; I noticed him. 
But how was this possible?  How did I spend so much time with Jesus? 

“Whatever you do to the least of my brothers, you do to me” (Matthew 25:40) 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Yarrabah Visit 
On Tuesday 10th March, myself, Darren Miller 
(our Indigenous Liasion Officer), Antoinette 
Cole (Indigenous Education Officer from CES) 
and Gerard Kearney (School Development 
Officer for St Michael’s) will be visiting our 
families in Yarrabah.  There will be morning tea 
at the Museum at 10.30am and we would love 
to see our families drop in to say hello and to let 
us know how students are settling back into the 
school year.  If you know any families who are 
interested in attending St Michael’s in the 
future, please bring them along. 
 
Parking 
Once again, I would like to remind parents that 
there is a NO STANDING sign from the staff car 
park to the corner of Muir Street.  This means that 
no cars should be parked there in the mornings or 
afternoons.  Please ensure that you are following 
these safety directions as I would not like to see 
any parents fined by the police.  Thank you for 
your cooperation with this matter and please 
make grandparents or friends aware of this. 
 
Important Dates for Term 1 
Tues 10th Mar—St Mary’s visit to Yr 5 9am 
Tues 17th Mar—P&F Meeting 5.30pm 
Fri 20th Mar—School Cross Country 
Thurs 26th Mar—Photo Day 
Sun 29th Mar—Palm Sunday School/Parish 
Mass 
31 Mar-2 Apr—Yr 5/6 Camp @ Tinaroo 
Thurs 2rd Apr—Last day of term 
Fri 3rd Apr—Good Friday 

 
Community Prayers 
We pray for a member of the Schmerl family who 
has been unwell.  If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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 ST MONICA'S COLLEGE OPEN DAY 
 

Join us for Open Day on Thursday 12 March,  

4.00-6.00pm.  Our staff and students look forward to 

showcasing all we have to offer current and future 

students.  Please use Abbott St entrance only. 
 

Phone the College on 4042 4800 to register your name. 



 

APRE NEWS 
“You, our God, are kind and true, patient, 

and ruling all things in mercy.” 

(Wisdom 15:1) 

 

LENT & THE CALL TO ACTION:  

Community and Learning 

are two of the school 

values that have been put into action around 

the school recently.  At assembly last Friday, 

the Spirit Committee did a wonderful job of 

reminding the school about their Lenten 

promise to raise money for those in need 

around the world, through a mini skit.  Their 

key message was to remind the students that 

Jesus calls us to action and work for greater 

good of all through service.   

I was so proud of how this group worked together to come up 

with a way to get their message across in a fun, informative and 

interesting way.  They worked together and modeled true 

leadership.   

Some Grade 6s have also offered their time to work with the 

Preps by reading with them regularly.  This experience not only 

highlights the importance of reading as a life skill, but also 

nurtures positive relationships across the school. 

 

On the topic of Community and Learning, I would like to 

extend a great big THANKS to the parents, grandparents and 

friends of St Michael’s for all the extra that you give.  There is a 

quiet army of helpers going about reading with students, 

covering books, laminating much needed resources, cutting out 

resources and generally giving a hand in the classrooms with 

learning and sport. 

This partnership between school and home is invaluable and 

very much appreciated. 

 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY: When the children start in 

Prep, one of the first stories about God, they learn is the 

Creation story in Genesis.  In this story, the students learn that 

God created everything and it was good.  As the students 

progress through school, their understanding extends to the 

notion of stewardship and the call of all people to revere the 

world as a part of God’s creation.  This is what sparked a whole 

school activity of cleaning up our small part of Australia. 

Armed with bins, gloves and a sense of purpose.  The students 

enthusiastically cleared every piece of plastic and paper from 

the school grounds. Well done everyone! 

 

Lyndal Rick 

 

 

 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

 BABY COT  AND CHANGE  

            TABLETO GIVE AWAY TO  

 GOOD HOME 

 

 CONTACT OFFICE FOR DETAILS 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

Week 6 is like the count down to the Easter 

Holidays. Beautiful weather  this week. 

The children seem to be enjoying the cross 

country practice on Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. Go Barron! I would also like to 

thank you all for supporting the importance 

of  absences, late arrivals, early pick up, volunteer, signing in 

and out and  also prompt payment of school fees. You all Rock. 
 

School Fees are due and your first reminder will be coming via 

email or in your children’s messages by the end of this week. 

School Fees need to be paid promptly. If you did not receive 

your School Fees contact the office immediately as fees were 

due on 27th Feb. If you are direct debiting or have a payment 

plan your family is exempt from the due date. The invoice is 

sent to all families. Please contact the office if you are 

experiencing any  financial hardship. 
 

It is recommend that you check your invoices, especially if 

you are direct debiting, there has been a few glitches in the 

migration last year ,however there is  nothing that can not be 

fixed. Things to look out for is your sibling discount. Which 

will not be granted unless the appropriate paperwork is 

completed and returned. It is not up to the school to assume 

you have children at other catholic schools, Also look out for 

any double up of Building Levy, sometimes this happens with 

families in a defacto or separated relationship. I ask you all to 

please to be thorough and please contact by email 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  with the details 

outlining your request. Once I have your details an 

appointment will be arranged to go through your request. 

Please be mindful that approaching Justine at the front desk in 

peak hour traffic is not a time to discuss financeson your 

School Account.  Thank you for your understanding. 
 

 

Absent/Late Children/Specialists/Visitors and Volunteers 

MUST be reported to the Administration Office at all times 

This is a legal requirement for Health and Safety. Please be 

mindful when emailing or phoning in sick children to note your 

child/children’s class number eg 3A, 5B, Prep A etc. 
 

Please update your email, phone numbers or change of address 

constantly with Dorina or Justine for correspondence. Emailing 

or phoning this information  is perfect. 
 

Enrolments for 2016 Dorina has started to ring families for an 

interview for Prep 2016. Please ensure that you have your 

enrolment package completed and to the office to arrange an 

appointment, they are taking place next term. Don’t miss out! 
 

NETBALL we have a new draw for the Bentley Park Girls. 

We will be sending them home with your girls today and an 

update of the draw in the newsletter. The game on the 12th 

clashes with the St Monica’s Information Evening. Can you 

please let Justine or Dorina know if your child is unable to 

make the Thursday 12th game, so Kim can organize players. 

There are still  5 Netball dress from last year 2014 that have 

not been returned. We need these back before the end of the 

week please. The girls were asked to bring these dresses back 

when our competitions were finished last year please check 

your cupboards and return to Miss Hind. 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 1 Week 4 Fun Run Begins 
 5th St Michael’s v’s Isabella Netball @ 4.20pm 
  Game is @ 4.50pm 
 6th Making Friends show 
 17th  St Patrick’s Day 
  P&F Meeting  @ 5.30pm 
 26th SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
 27th Term 1 School Fees are due 
 27th  Peninsula Netball Carnival @ Innisfail 
  P&F Pool Party @5.30pm– 7.30pm 
 31st School Camp Year 5 & 6 Compulsory Curriculum  
April 2nd Cost for camp will be processed onto school fees 
 2nd Southern Corridor Cup  finals Finishes 
 2nd Last Day Term 1 
 3rd Good Friday 
 6th  Easter Monday 
Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
April 20th School Resumes  
 25th Anzac Day March starts outside front GSS 9am 
 28th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th  Michael Mangan Concert 
May 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 19th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
June 5th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
 23rd  Confirmation 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 



 

 



 



 

Prep A Emily Anderson 

  Settling beautifully into Prep A. You are a  

  joy in our room, Emily. We are blessed 

Prep B Ayden Piccolo 

  Being a considerate, well mannered and  

  great friend to others 

Year 1A Maddison Flanagan 

  For always following the St Michael’s Way 

  and being a great role model to  your peers 

Year 1B Tegan Hudson 

  For being persistent with all written tasks. 

  Great work Tegan 

Year 2A Bradyn Prien 

  Staying on task during class time and  

  getting your work completed on time. You  

  are a star! 

Year 2B Lucy Arthur 

  For setting a good example for your  

  classmates—Well done! 

Year 3A Evie Gravagna 

  For putting in 100% effort into your work! 

  Keep up the great work! 

Year 3B Cooper Cheshire 

  For persisting with your maths work this  

  week. Well done! 

Year 4A Sophie Worsnop 

  Always behaving respectfully to everyone 

  Lochlan Soderberg 

  Showing respect to all class members 

Year 5B Emily Warncke 

  Your wonderful listening skills and   

  enthusiasm during our Chinese sessions 

  Kyle Quirk 

  Being well organised and completing all  

  homework activities ahead of time each  

  week 

Year 5A Charles Brain 

  For your excellent effort in class. You  

  always work hard and listen well 

Year 6A Joe Powell 

  For being a positive, caring and   

  enthusiastic member of the St Michael’s  

  community 

Year 6B Jasmyn McGowan 

  Being respectful and polite class member 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2nd March Winnie Johnson 
 

3rd March Gabrielle Di Bella 

 

4th March Kyron Arcidiacono  
 

6th March Naydeen Storer-Jensen 
 

8th March Braydn Prien 
 

9th March Hansen Ambrym 

  Lachlan Smith 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A weekend away for married 

couples in peaceful, picturesque surroundings – away from the 

distractions of everyday living.  Take time out of your busy 

schedule, to invest in your most precious asset . . . your Mar-

riage!  This is a unique opportunity to recharge your relationship 

batteries, refocus on each other and fall in love all over again!   

Weekend date: 15th – 17th May 2015 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston QLD  (on 

Brisbane’s bayside) 

For bookings/details contact:  Maria and David Murphy, ph (07) 

3342 1456, dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au    Information 

website:  www.wwme.org.au  

TYC Awesome Autumn Drama School 5yrs - 13yrs 

Spin along to TYC for our Awesome Autumn Drama School (5yrs - 

13yrs) Holiday Programs. Get your training gear on for Program 

1: Quidditch Cup: Let the Games Begin (7/4 – 10/4, 9am – 3pm, 

Cairns City) with special guest costume artist Hayley Gillespie. Search 

through the live source code with Program 2: Minecraft: Return of 

Herobrine (13/4 – 16/4, 9am – 3pm, Cairns City). Explore acting, 

costumes, lighting, sound and multimedia elements, finishing with a 

creative performance on the final afternoon. Learn the essentials of 

stage performance through improvisation, role-play and characteri-

zation activities and then perform in front of a live audience with 

costumes, sets, props, sound effects, live projections and theatrical 

lighting!! For more information phone 40414066, 

email info@theyoungcompany.com.au or visit our web-

site www.theyoungcompany.com.au. 

Free Community Day at the Cairns Regional 
Gallery 

Saturday 7 March 10am – 1pm 
Free entry and kids activities. Join local teacher and 
artist Craig Hoy in using car parts such as tyres and 
license plates to create rubbings . Also artist Hayley 
Gillespie will be making balloon and spool cars. An-

swer the questions on our activity trail to win a prize.  

mailto:dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au
http://www.wwme.org.au
mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


