
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
 

The Olympic Games in Rio are well underway and obviously 
have been a focus across our nation. The immensity of the 
event was brought closer to home last week when Mrs Kylie 
Schmerl informed the staff that Kyle Chalmers, the 
swimming gold medallist, was a former student of hers in 
South Australia. This brings home the realisation that each 
one of us is gifted. As teachers we don’t always get to see 
the full realisation of the gifts of our students and how high 
many can succeed to in their lives. I wonder if in years to 
come whether we will be able to say something like Kylie 
was able say to last week “I knew that person when they 
attended St Michael’s.” What special gifts do our students 
have that are just waiting to be nurtured throughout life?  
 

Yesterday the school celebrated the Feast of the 
Assumption with a whole school Mass. The prayer this week 
focuses on that Feast. 
 

Last Sunday our community enjoyed the wonderful 
celebration of the candidates who received the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion. Congratulations to all the children and 
their families, who provided great support for their children. 
This sacramental celebration was a great parish and school 
celebration. Thank you to the teachers, Mr Gravagna and 
Mrs Drew as well as Mrs Hession. Also, a huge thanks to Mrs 
Schmerl and the school choir for their contribution to this 
wonderful celebration. It was another great example of our 
school and parish communities coming together as one to 
celebrate a significant liturgical milestone for the children.  
 

Last Saturday’s Pyramid Race was a success for our 
community. There certainly were some gifted students and 
staff on show with many being involved from singing with 
the choir, dancing as a duo or running in races. St Michael’s 
school was strongly represented and it was very noticeable 

with many of our runners wearing the St Michael’s shirt. 
Well done!  
 

Thank you also to the parents who assisted with the clean-
up for the day on behalf of our Parents and Friends. 
 

P&F Meeting 
We have a P&F Meeting this evening (Tuesday 16th) at 
5:30pm for anyone who is able to attend. Meetings take 
place in the school meeting room in the admin block. 
 

Crazy Science Day 
On Wednesday 17th (tomorrow) the student Council have 
organized a Crazy Scientist Dress Up Day. Students are 
asked to dress up as a Crazy Scientist and bring in a gold coin 
as a donation to the Student Council for their project. There 
will be a Parade at the beginning of the day to show off all 
the costumes.  
 

Book Fair: 
The annual St Michael’s Book Fair kicks off next week.  
During this week the school engages in a variety of activities 
to celebrate the gift of reading.    Reading is one of the keys 
to learning, not just in school but for life.  We are so lucky at 
St Michael’s to have a library full of books for all interests 
and the Book Fair provides an opportunity for families  
to purchase books and stationery.  A percentage of the 
proceeds allows the school to purchase more books.  Please 
consider helping out.  Assistance is needed in the library to 
help sell the books before and after school from 8:15-
8:45am and 2:45-3:15pm.  If you can assist then please 
contact Joan in the library or let the Office know. 
 

Book Character Dress Up Day 
On Wednesday 24th August we will have our annual Book 
Character Dress Up Day.  Students are invited to come along 
dressed as their favourite book character.  There will be a 
special parade in the morning to show off our great 
costumes.   
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Prayer for the Assumption of Mary  
 

Father in heaven,  

all creation rightly gives You praise,  
for all life and all holiness come from You.  

In the plan of your wisdom  

she who bore the Christ in her womb  

was raised body and soul in glory  

to be with Him in heaven.  
May we follow her example  

in reflecting your holiness  

and join in her hymn  

of endless love and praise.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  



 
 

Towards 2017 
As we begin our planning for next year, it is essential that we 
have accurate figures for our 2017 enrolment.  If your child 
will not be attending St Michael’s next year, please let the 
office know in writing.  As our school receives funding based 
on enrolments, accurate information is needed.  Please let us 
know any changes as soon as you can. 
 

Contact Details 
If you have changed jobs, email or mobile numbers, please 
provide the office with these new details.  In case of an 
emergency, we need to be able to contact parents.  Many 
thanks. 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
16 Aug—P&F Meeting 
17 Aug—Crazy Scientist Dress Up Day 
24th Aug— Book Character Dress Up Day 
26 Aug– Fowlers U/12 Netball  
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills (Netball) 
Competitions  
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for the St Michael’s students who received their 
First Eucharist last Sunday. We pray that they will be good 
role models of the Christian faith. If anyone has anything 
which they would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE THOUGHTS 
Congratulations to the children who 
made the Sacrament of their First 
Eucharist on Sunday August 14th.  It 
was a beautiful celebration.  An 
especially big thank-you to the 
Parishioners who set up the Hall for 

the morning tea, Jodie Mallett who made the cake, 
and Trish Logan and Kylie Schmerl for leading the 
Choir. 
 

This week is National Science Week.  The theme for 

2016 is ‘Drones, Droids and Robots.   

“In 2016 we will embrace the ‘Technology’ in STEM, in 

particular autonomous technology, with the National 

Science Week school theme Drones, Droids and 

Robots. The theme will centre on the real-world application 

of autonomous technologies in areas including agriculture, 

mining, manufacturing, medicine and space and deep 

ocean exploration. Of course, we will also look at how this 

technology has transformed our day-to-day lives – from 

robot vacuum cleaners and lawn mowers to automated 

pool cleaners” http://www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/  

At St. Michael’s, students will participate in class activities 

that focus on the importance of Science in our lives.  We will 

also have rotational activities  using our new Spheros and 

Bee-Bots that the P&F recently purchased.  Finally, this 

Wednesday children are invited to dress as a crazy scientist 

and bring a gold coin donation to support the P&F, there 

will be a parade first thing in the morning which all parents 

are welcome to watch. 

Peer Support 

Our session this week in Stronger Together- our Peer 

support module, encouraged students to identify their 

personal strengths as a key protective factor to address 

bullying if looked at ways of utilising these positive attributes 

to support themselves and others to build resilience.  

Parents of participating students might like to ask what they 

said or thought their strengths might be and suggest some 

more. 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 
 

 

PYRAMID 
RACE DAY 
ALTHLETICS 

http://www.scienceweek.net.au/schools/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES  Term 3 school fees were 
processed on Friday 29th July, due on Friday 
12th August. Reminder notices will be sent 
home this week via email. Please contact the 
office if you need to arrange a different due 

date or financial assistance. Thank you. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care Card/
Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 
discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 
dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the 
Office to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you 
are already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of 
the HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and 
expiry up to date with the administration office. If you have 
any enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be 
emailed to  Justine on  email address 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during school 
hours, families must contact the school regarding their 
absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child 
is away from school. If you have directly informed your 
teacher you will also need to contact the administration. 
Families can simply email the Office on 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 
Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 
your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 
important to contact the school if your child is absent. If 
your child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of 
time due to a holiday or personal reasons, administration 
request a letter either by hand or email stating the dates. 
Thank you for your  co-operation with this matter. A 
reminder that if your child/ren are absent for more than two 
consecutive days a medical certificate is required for 
administration.  

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 
newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 
that password  access is for parents and students of St 
Michael’s only.  
 

Netball Training 
St Michael’s Angels training is Thursday afternoon from  
3-4pm.  Fowlers Cup is on 26th August and Mary Mills is on 
16th September. Very exciting. Thank you to Kim 
McCormack for her amazing coaching skills. Could all St 
Michael’s Dove’s please hand in your dresses. 
 
NAPLAN 

Naplan Reports should be ready to post in the mail by 
the end of this week. 
 
Have a wonderful week! 
Keep on smiling and be kind. 
Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2016  
 
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
 

August 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Puberty Talks  Yr 5-6 
Mon 22nd until Thursday 25th  
  Book Fair Book Week 
  Australia Story Country 
Tues 23rd Prep Circus Full Dress Rehearsal @ 9am Hall  
Wed 24th Book Character Dress Up Day 
Fri 26th  Fowlers Cup Netball Under/12 
  Prep Circus @ 9am in the Hall 
 
September 
Fri 3rd  Year 3 Assembly Mass 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Fri 9th  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016        

         $2 370.00.....wow! 

Finance: Term 3 Fees are now overdue. A   

reminder will been sent home via email this 

week. Please contact the office if you need 

an extension. Thank you.  

  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 
Prep A  Cameron Sheehan 
  An awesome effort in writing your many facts  
  about 10-. You are a Maths Champ!   
Prep B  Jamie Soderberg 
  Being a persistent writer and trying really hard  
  to be really neat 
  Ruby Tessier 
  Being a confident quiet worker in class 
Year 1A Taj Hodgson 
  For stepping in and speaking  confidently in a job 
  for liturgy. Well done! 
Year 1B Saraya Brown 
  Reading with confidence during our class liturgy. 
  Well done! 
Year 2A Emma Phelps 
  For having the confidence to share your ideas  
  during class discussion. Well done! 
Year 2B Vivian Soderberg 
  Being a kind friend and comforting a peer in  
  need. Great “Getting Along” 
  Cody Grauner 
  For always bringing your kind and friendly  
  nature to every group activity 
Year 3A Sienna Burrows 
  For your persistent effort across all learning  
  tasks. You take great care with your bookwork.  
  Well done! 
Year 3B Tiara Thao 
  For her great works of art and always persisting  
  to get her work done to the best of her ability 
Year 4A Janice Mathew 
  Wonderful participation in class discussion 
  Jorja Pell 
  Trying hard to write an interesting written piece 
Year 4B Lachlan Norcott 
  For following instructions, working hard and  
  doing things right, well done champ! 
Year 5A Maddisson Fudala 
  Showing confidence in her oral presentation 
Year 6A Lauren Dobbie 
  For stepping up with confidence to present her  
  Calanna Speech 
Year 6B Marley Wagner 
  For a very well planned, rehearsed and   
  presented speech about Gordonvale 
  Faith Richards 
  For a confident, articulate speech about   
  Yarrabah      

  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Kaia Pritchard—Lachlan Norcott—Paddy Bassani 
 

Kelly Evans— Matilda Andrejic -Ben Andrejic—Jenny Willison  

 

 

August 

15th Douglas Molony 

17th  Jack Porter   

18th Lucy Arthur 

20th Madeline Black  

20th Dante Mills 

21st Emily Sues  

PREP CIRCUS 
 

ROL UP ROLL UP IN THE SCHOOL HALL 
 
 

FRIDAY 26TH AUGUST @ 9AM 



St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

Peninsula Athletics Carnival 
 

Congratulations to Marley Wagner, Jesse 
McCormack and Lystra Miller who competed 
at the Peninsula Athletics Carnival on Sunday 
and Monday just past. All 3 competed to their 

very best and did the Mulgrave District proud. Following are 
their results: 
Marley Wagner   5th in the 800m 
Jesse Ziegler    6th in the 200m 
                         6th in the 800m 
Lystra Miller  1st in the 100m 
                       3rd in the 200m 
Congratulations to Lystra for making the Peninsula team for 
the 100m and 200m, she will be heading to Brisbane in 
October to compete at the Queensland Athletics Carnival. 
 
Peninsula Touch Football 
Good luck to Jasmin Maggs this week as she travels down 
south to participate in the Queensland Touch Football 
Championships. Score a heap of tries Jasmin. 
 
St. Michael’s Dragons Training 
Training is on Tuesday and will be at Alley Park from 4 – 5 pm. 
All players need to attend training. This training will continue 
all term and will culminate in our team competing in the Jim 
Graham Cup on the last day of this term. Students please let 
Mr Wagner or Mr Gravagna know, if you can't make training. 
 
Gala Day – Friday 9th September 
Gala Day of sport will be on Friday 91h September. This is a 
day when all the schools in our District gather to compete in 
various sports. Our children will be involved in Soccer, 
Tennis, Hockey, Touch Football and T-Ball.  
 
It is not important for your child to be an expert at their 
chosen sport as the day is about fun, involvement and 
learning new sports. On Monday all students were given 
their permission form about this day, which includes 
important information needed for the day. 
 
All permission forms and money must be returned to your 
child’s classroom teacher, by Friday 19th August. Please do 
not hand them into the office. 

Out of School Hours Care 

 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol your 

child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 

CRAZY Scientist day!     
 

On the 17th of August, St. Michael’s is having a dress 
up as a Crazy Scientist day on Wednesday for Science 

Week. We will be showing off our crazy scientist  
outfits during morning assembly. The  

parade will be run by the Student Council. Please 
bring a gold coin donation to  

participate in the dressing up as a Crazy Scientist. The 
money will help our school buy new resources. 

 

Get creative and scientific about your  
Crazy Scientist outfit. Crazy Scientists can be as sim-
ple as a white coat and glasses. Have fun dressing up 

and we are all  
looking forward to seeing you on  
Wednesday during Science Week. 

 

Parents and teachers are more than  
welcome to  join in. 

 

Lauren and Danielle on behalf of the  
Student Council.  



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

Library News 
 

Parent Book Swap 
 

Don’t forget there is a Parent Book Swap shelf in the library.  
This has books for adults to swap.  They don’t need to be 
scanned and you are not restricted by a time limit.  We’d just 
love to get the whole community reading and being good 
reader role models.  So if you’d like to come and grab one to 
read please do so, or if you have any books you’d like to 
donate then we’d welcome that also. 
 

Volunteers Urgently Needed Book Fair 
 

The library urgently requires parents to help out with the 
Book Fair. The time slots are 8.15—8.30am and 2.45—3.15pm 
please contact the office if you are able to help. 
 
Book Character Dress Up Day 
Wednesday 24th August, dress up as 
their favorite book character. 

 

URGENTLY 
NEEDING  
VOLUNTEERS 
FOR BOOK FAIR 
8.15—8.30AM 

        2.45—3.15PM 
PLEAE CONTACT LIBRARY OR 

OFFICE 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

                                                                             

2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge  
Exciting news the Premier’s Reading    Challenge 

started on the 16th of May!! All students in the 

school are welcome to participate. Students have till 

the 26th of August to read a cer tain number  of 

books. For Prep to Year 2 to read or experience 20 

books, Years 3 and 4 to read 20 books and Year 5 and 

6 to read 15 books. 

 

All you need to do is fill in the school reader record 

form.  Your teacher will have a copy for you.  If you 

complete the challenge, hand your completed form in 

to the library or your teacher.  Library staff will enter 

your details and you will receive a certificate from the 

Premier for your efforts, so make sure your name is 

spelt correctly and easy for staff to read. 

 

This is a great way to boost children’s literacy skills by 
encouraging students to read widely for pleasure and 
learning, to develop their imagination, and to culti-
vate a passion for literature.  Let’s all get involved in 
this exciting challenge!! 

  

 

ONLY ONE WEEKTO GO 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 


