
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Our prayer this week speaks of self acceptance.  
In today’s society we often have the notion that 
we are ‘not good enough’.  God loves us just the 
way we are and he believes that we are enough!  
Today is the last week of our articles about the 
Defining Features of a Catholic School. I hope 
that you found these articles informative as well 
as providing a clear understanding of what 
makes our school different from others. 
 

BUILD CONSTRUCTIVE COVENANTS WITH 

ALL PARTNERS 

Cairns Catholic schools will actively engage with the 

communities of which they are a part. 

The trend away from the relatively self contained, 

‘stand alone’ Catholic schools of the past will 

continue.  Ours schools of the future will more 

actively engage with the wider communities of which 

they are part in order to meet the educational, 

vocational and personal needs of students, and to 

provide families with appropriate spiritual and 

pastoral support. 

St Michael’s School strives to be an active member of 

the Gordonvale and wider Far North Queensland 

community.  Our students are involved in a variety of 

sporting activities which enhance our participation 

in the wider community.  Our school also strives to 

be a part of our parish community by supporting 

Holy Week celebrations, the Rosary Way and leading 

a parish mass once per term.  Our students’ 

participation in ANZAC Day celebrations and the 

Pyramid Race Day also support for our families who 

have suffered difficulties.  Reaching out to those in 

need is what makes our school such a wonderful 

place for all. 
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Acceptance Prayer 

I accept myself completely.  I accept my strengths and weaknesses, my gifts and 

my shortcomings, my good points and my faults. 

I accept myself completely as a human being.  I accept that I am here to learn and 

grow, and I accept that I am learning and growing. 

I accept the personality I’ve developed, and I accept my power to heal and change.  

I accept myself without condition or reservation.  I accept that the core of my be-

ing is goodness and that my essence is love, and I accept that I  

sometimes forget that.  I accept myself completely, and in this acceptance I find an 

ever-deepening inner strength.  From this place of strength, I accept my life fully 

and I open to the lessons it offers me today. 

I accept that within my mind are both fear and love, and I accept my power to 

choose which I will experience as real.  I recognize that I experience only the re-

sults of my own choices.  I accept the times that I choose fear as part of my learn-

ing and healing process, and I accept that I have the potential and power in any 

moment to choose love instead. 

I accept mistakes as a part of growth, so I am always willing to forgive myself and 

give myself another chance.  I accept that my life is the expression of my thought, 

and I commit myself to aligning my thoughts more and more each day wit the 

Thought of Love. 

I accept that I am an expression of this Love.  Love’s hands and voice and heart on 

earth.  I accept my own life as a blessing and a gift. 

My heart is open to receive, and I am deeply grateful. 

May I always share the gifts I receive fully, freely and with joy. 

(Author unknown) 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

School Uniforms 

With the colder weather on us, it is a timely 

reminder to all parents that the ONLY coloured 

jumper which can be worn to school is maroon.  

Jumpers can be purchased from the uniform shop or 

any maroon jumper is allowed.  Students wearing 

incorrect jumpers will be reminded of correct 

uniform.  Thank you in anticipation on your support 

with this matter. 

Shoes—a reminder that black shoes should be worn 

with the day uniform and on sports days white 

joggers are permitted.  Joggers should not be fluro or 

bright in overall colour.   
 

Important Dates Term 2 
27 May—National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
29 May—Yr 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
3 June—Student Principal for a Day 
8 June—Queens Birthday Holiday 
12 June—School Disco & P-2 Athletics Carnival 
19 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson 
Park 
23 June—Confirmation 
26 June—Last day of term 
 
National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
National Simultaneous Storytime is an annual 
campaign that aims to encourage more young 
Australians to read and enjoy books. Now in its 
15th successful year it is a colourful, vibrant, fun 
event that aims to promote the value of reading 
and literacy using an Australian children's book 
that explores age appropriate themes, and 
addresses key learning areas of the National 
Curriculum for Grades F to 6 and the pre-school 
Early Learning Years Framework.  This day will be 
celebrated on Wednesday 27th May with all 
classes participating. 
 
National Reconciliation Week  

(NRW) is celebrated across Australia each year 

between 27 May and 3 June. The dates 

commemorate two significant milestones in the 

reconciliation journey—the anniversaries of the 

successful 1967 referendum and the High Court 

Mabo decision. 

The week is a time for all Australians to learn about 

our shared histories, cultures and achievements and 

to explore how each of us can join the national 

reconciliation effort.  St Michael’s School has as 

part of its vision and mission the value of respect.  

We strive to teach our students to respect all cultures 

and all people and to develop our sense of 

community. 

 

Trial Day at Johnson Park 

All students from Year 3-7 will participate 
in the trial day for our sports carnival on 
Friday 29th May.  Parents should have 

received a note regarding this last week.  
Please ensure that permission forms are 

returned to your child’s class teacher as 
without permission, children can not travel 
on the bus and participate in the trials. 

Many thanks for your support with this. 
 

Student Principal for a Day—June 3rd 
Student Principal for a Day is a national initiative 
of the Principals Australia Institute and this is the 
second year that St Michael’s has been involved.  
It is an opportunity for Year 6 students to 
nominate themselves and to take part in a 
number of leadership opportunities for the day.  
This year, three students will work with me as co-
principals—Caitlin Richards, Hayden Clarke and 
Gaige Vella.  The students will visit classes, be part 
of various meetings and participate in playground 
duty as well as interacting with the staff.  
 
Free Dress Day for Relay for Life 
Friday 5th June will be a free dress day for 
Relay for Life.  Please be mindful of children 
wearing sunsmart clothing as well as 
appropriate footwear. 
 
Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

MONDAY 8th June is a public holiday. 
 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 
2016.  Enrolment interviews have begun.  If 
you have not yet given your enrolment package 
to the office, please do so asap. If you know of 
any families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 
please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
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Expression of Interest—Tuckshop Convenor 
At the end of the year, Jo McGowan is finishing 
as our tuckshop convenor and the P&F are 
looking for someone who is willing to take on 
this role in 2016.  This position is for 7 hours per 
week—Thursday morning and Friday.  If you are 
interested in the position please write to the P&F 
President including a letter and resume.  If you 
would like to know more about the position, 
please do not hesitate to contact the school 
office or speak with Jo personally.  Expressions 
of interest are required by the end of Term 2. 
 

Community Prayers 
We continue to pray for my cousin Peter who is 
battling cancer.  If anyone has anything which they 
would like mentioned in our community prayers, 
please let me know. 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
 

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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registered for ordering through the LOOP.  You are 

now able to place and pay for your own order online.   

 

Your order will then be delivered to the school and 

sent home with your child.  If you are able to take   

advantage of this method, it would be greatly          

appreciated, as it will reduce the time required by our 

volunteers.   

 

For the time being, we will still be processing orders 

manually for those who are unable to access the 

LOOP. Thank you so much for your cooperation. 
 

For LOOP ordering, visit                

scholastic.com.au/LOOP and follow 

the prompts. 
Please note: The ONLY payment methods for manual orders is 

CASH or CHEQUE.  If you wish to pay by credit card, 

you MUST use the LOOP option. 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Our school dance troupe for the Eisteddfod have been 
working hard to learn two new dances this year to         
perform at the upcoming competition. In order to raise 
money to buy our girls two sets of costumes, we will be 
holding a bake sale on Wednesday the 3rd of June during 
first play. Items will be sold for 50cents and $1 so please 
come along and support our fundraiser.  
 
Talent Show: The Eisteddfod Dancers will also be hosting 
a  talent show during the last week of school. We are 
looking for a range of acts from dancing, singing, come-
dies, skits and even juggling! If you can do it, we will take 
it! If you have an idea of what you would like to perform 
in either the Prep-Year 3 Talent Show or the Year 4-Year 6 
Talent Show, please come see one of the year 6 girls or 
Miss Gordon. We will also hold another sign up day during 
week 8.  



 

APRE NEWS 

 

PENTECOST:  Thanks to the wonderful 

Grade 6s and Mrs Hession and Miss 

Gordon for their leadership role in the Mass 

on Friday.  As usual, the students led the 

Mass with reverence.  It was lovely to see 

parents and other family members share the 

celebration with us.  I would also like to 

thank Mrs Schmerl for helping out with the music at the last 

minute! 

I would also like to thank the choir for their beautiful singing at 

Mass on Sunday.   

 

LEARNERS AT ST MICHAEL’S:  Learning is part of the St 

Michael’s Way and it isn’t just for the kids!  Last week, many 

mums and dads came to the Maths sessions and counted, 

multiplied, talked decimals, fractions and percentages and 

solved problems using hands on materials.  You all showed 

resilience and persistence and were fantastic listeners!  Work on 

the Maths Kits will commence this week. 

 

READING: This week, St Michael’s will 

participate in the National Simultaneous day of 

Reading.  This is an annual event where 

students in schools all over Australia, read the 

same book on the same day.  The day was 

established in the National calendar as a 

celebration of reading and the richness reading 

brings to our lives. 

Often when younger students are asked about 

their reading, they respond with what level of reader they’re 

reading from.  Reading is so much bigger than those levels.  

The leveled readers are a means to an end.  They are written for 

a specific purpose and do not represent the richness and 

enjoyment that stories written by children’s authors provide.   

The greatest way a parent can support their child is to read with 

them.  Read real books from the library and from your own 

personal collection.  Read new books and old favourites.  Read 

books that are funny, poignant and informative.  Read!  Read!  

Read! 

Lyndal Rick 

 





Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

Nice bit of rain this week, reminds me of 

the Far North Queensland weather way 

back when I was a little munchkin. 
 

School Fees were due on Friday 22nd 

May, a reminder letter will be 

automatically emailed to you today. We appreciate 

prompt payment for school fees. If you have not received 

your invoice for school fees, please email or phone 

Justine to fix the problem with the email address that is 

on file. Very easy to fix and resend. If you are direct 

debiting you will not receive an invoice, you are very 

welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  If 

you are needing financial assistance, an appointment 

needs to be made with Lea Martin and forms completed 

for a payment plan arrangement. Thank you.  

 

Please check the School Account in which you are 

paying the fees into. The School Bank Account details 

have changed since the migration. There is the Bpay 

option in the right hand corner of the invoice and the 

EFT details on the bottom left. Please only use the  ten 

digit 955 XXXX XXX number only as a reference, do 

not put any other reference in the reference details option. 

The 10 digit customer number automatically uploads to 

your School Fees Account. There are a lot of families 

still using the old School Account Number. Thank you 

for your understanding and time with checking these 

account details. 

 

Bookclub has had a change with the ordering system 

please take notice of the notice on  
 

Enrolments for 2016 are filling up very quickly. Please 

contact Dorina in the Office for an Enrolment Package. 
 

Could I please ask that parents are mindful of 

reporting to the Administration on their children 

absences, even if it is to do with a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the 

Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact 

the Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 

consecutive days need to have a doctor’s 

certificate on the 3rd day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 
 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
  2016 Prep Enrolments Begin 
 27th National Simultaneous Story Day 
 28th Year 5/6 Liturgy 
 29th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
  Year 5 Trinity Sunday 
  Boolclub Due no late orders accepted 
  Online ordering available now! 
June 1st Year 3 Excursion—Gordonvale Fire Station No2 
 3rd  Student Principal for a Day 
  BAKE SALE bring loose coin 
 4th Year 3/4 Eucharistic Liturgy 
 5th Free Dress Day—Relay For Life Gold Coin  
  Donations 
  Year 3 Assembly 
 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 11th Year 2 Liturgy 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
  Year 2 Assembly 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 18th Year 1 Liturgy 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
  Year 1 Assembly 
 22nd NAIDOC Day 
 23rd  Confirmation @ 6pm 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 
Tem 4  
Oct 5th Labour Day Public Holiday 
 6th School Resumes 
 20th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th World Teachers Day 
  Day for Daniel—Red Shirt Day 
 2nd All Souls Day 
Nov 11th Remembrance Day 
 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
Dec 2nd Senior Farwell 



St Michael’s Sports News 
 

Congratulations Marley Wagner 

Peninsula Representative 
Last Friday Marley Wagner competed at the 

Peninsula Cross Country Championships and 

finished 3rd in his age division. This qualifies 

Marley to represent our Peninsula District at 

the Queensland State Cross Country 

Championships, which will be held on the Gold 

Coast later this year. Well done Marley and 

keep up your training.  
 

St Michael’s Athletics Trial Day 
On Friday 29th May our Year 3 - 6 students will 

travel to Johnson Park to take part in our Trial Day. 

This is the day were we select students for their 80 

or 100m, 200m, discus and long jump events in 

preparation for our Athletics Carnival which is on 

Friday 19th June. 

All students will be transported to and from Johnson 

Park. They will be at the park for the following times: 

8 and 9 year olds    (Years 3 and 4)    

– 8.45 – 10.35am 

10 year olds            (Years 4 and 5)    

– 10. 50am – 12.40pm 

11 and 12 year olds  (Years 5 and 6)    

– 12.55pm – 2.35pm 

Students will need to wear their colour team shirt on 

this day (Mulgrave, Russell or Barren), sports shorts, 

school hat, sunscreen and good running shoes. They will 

also need to bring a water bottle. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mulgrave Touch Football 

Representatives 
 

Congratulations to Marley Wagner and Alex 

Mann who recently represented Mulgrave at 

the Peninsula Touch Football Championships. 

It is great to see our students getting 

involved and representing their district. 

St Michael’s Athletics Day   

Friday 19th June 
We will need parent helpers on this day to 

assist with set up and pack up and also all  

Track and Field Events. Helpers will be 

required to assist staff members with shot 

put, discus, long jump, high jump and running 

events. This assistance is as simple as 

measuring distances, returning equipment, 

attending the high jump bar, etc. 

We cannot run this day successfully without 

your assistance Please return the slips below 

if you can assist on the day. 

 

St. Michael’s Athletics Assistance Note – Please return to Mr Gravagna 

 

I can be at Johnson Park at 7am to assist with setting up the day. 

 

I can assist with track events during the day. 

 

I can assist with field events during the day. 

 

Name __________________________________   Date _________ 



 

Has your child seemed a bit 

down lately? Have they been 

sad, worried, not sleeping 

well, or having trouble 

coping with a recent change 

or upsetting event in their 

lives? Aftercare may be able 

to help. Aftercare is 

establishing a no-cost early 

intervention service, called 

Take 2, focused on 

improving wellbeing for kids 

and teens who live in Cairns 

CBD and Cairns South. We 

are a non-clinical outreach 

service offering mentoring, 

support and practical 

assistance to families. We 

will help you build on 

strengths and support you to 

make connections with expert 

help where needed. For more 

information, please call 

4036 9050, or email 

 

 

25th May  Flynn Eden 

26th May  Andrew Oxford 

   Luke Powell 

27th May  Katia Jabien—Stone 

28th May  Caitlin Hudson 

29th May  James Evans 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins! 
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  St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
TYC Winter Drama School 5yrs - 12yrs 
Spin along to TYC for our Winter Drama School (5yrs - 12yrs) Holiday Programs. Program 1 sees Billionaire child genius William 

Fence and his foes take on The Amazing Race: Journey to the Centre of the Earth (30/6 - 3/7, 9am - 3pm, Cairns City) 

with special guest costume artist Hayley Gillespie. In the second week we see Peter Pan and the Lost Boys go rogue in Neverland: 

Let the Adventure Begin, (7/7 - 10/7, 9am – 3pm, Cairns City). Explore acting, costumes, lighting, sound and multimedia ele-

ments, finishing with a creative performance on the final afternoon. Learn the essentials of stage performance through improvisation, 

role-play and characterization activities and then perform in front of a live audience with costumes, sets, props, sound effects, live 

projections and theatrical lighting!! For more information phone 40414066, email info@theyoungcompany.com.au or visit our web-

site www.theyoungcompany.com.au. Early bird savings available. 

mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/

