
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Our prayer this week speaks of self acceptance.  
In today’s society we often have the notion that 
we are ‘not good enough’.  God loves us just the 
way we are and he believes that we are enough!  
Today is the last week of our articles about the 
Defining Features of a Catholic School. I hope 
that you found these articles informative as well 
as providing a clear understanding of what 
makes our school different from others. 
 

BUILD CONSTRUCTIVE COVENANTS WITH 

ALL PARTNERS 

Cairns Catholic schools will actively engage with the 

communities of which they are a part. 

The trend away from the relatively self contained, 

‘stand alone’ Catholic schools of the past will 

continue.  Ours schools of the future will more 

actively engage with the wider communities of which 

they are part in order to meet the educational, 

vocational and personal needs of students, and to 

provide families with appropriate spiritual and 

pastoral support. 

St Michael’s School strives to be an active member of 

the Gordonvale and wider Far North Queensland 

community.  Our students are involved in a variety of 

sporting activities which enhance our participation 

in the wider community.  Our school also strives to 

be a part of our parish community by supporting 

Holy Week celebrations, the Rosary Way and leading 

a parish mass once per term.  Our students’ 

participation in ANZAC Day celebrations and the 

Pyramid Race Day also shows our support for our 

Gordonvale community.  The birth of new babies in 

our school families are acknowledged and celebrated 

as well as providing  
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Prayer for the Week 
Acceptance Prayer 

I accept myself completely.  I accept my strengths and weaknesses, my gifts 

and my shortcomings, my good points and my faults. 

I accept myself completely as a human being.  I accept that I am here to learn 

and grow, and I accept that I am learning and growing. 

I accept the personality I’ve developed, and I accept my power to heal and 

change.  I accept myself without condition or reservation.  I accept that the 

core of my being is goodness and that my essence is love, and I accept that I  

sometimes forget that.  I accept myself completely, and in this acceptance I 

find an ever-deepening inner strength.  From this place of strength, I accept 

my life fully and I open to the lessons it offers me today. 

I accept that within my mind are both fear and love, and I accept my power to 

choose which I will experience as real.  I recognize that I experience only the 

results of my own choices.  I accept the times that I choose fear as part of my 

learning and healing process, and I accept that I have the potential and power 

in any moment to choose love instead. 

I accept mistakes as a part of growth, so I am always willing to forgive my-

self and give myself another chance.  I accept that my life is the expression of 

my thought, and I commit myself to aligning my thoughts more and more 

each day wit the Thought of Love. 

I accept that I am an expression of this Love.  Love’s hands and voice and 

heart on earth.  I accept my own life as a blessing and a gift. 

My heart is open to receive, and I am deeply grateful. 

May I always share the gifts I receive fully, freely and with joy. 

(Author unknown) 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

support for our families who have suffered 

difficulties.  Reaching out to those in need is what 

makes our school such a wonderful place for all. 
 

Important Dates for Term 2 
5 June—Year 3-7 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
6 June—Free Dress for Relay for Life—NEW 
6 June—Chess Tournament @ TAS—NEW 
6 June—Whole School Pentecost Mass 
9 June—Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
10 June—Yr 2-4 Excursion 
13 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
20 June—Yr 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ 
Johnstone Park 
20 June—Report cards posted 
24 June—NAIDOC celebrations 
24 June—Confirmation 6pm 
27 June—Last day of term 
 

Trial Day at Johnson Park 

Students in Year 3-7 will attend the Trial 
Day at Johnson Park on Thursday 5th 

June in preparation for our Senior 
Athletics Day.  Please ensure that you send 

back the note regarding this to your child’s 
teacher. 
 

Uniform Clarification 
We have had a number of enquiries about long 
pants or leggings for students during the colder 
months.  Students are able to wear warmer 
long pants or leggings however they MUST BE 
MAROON in colour.  We are aware that as the 
weather gets colder, the students feel this, 
particularly in the mornings and we ask for your 
support in ensuring that the correct colour is 
worn. 
 

Chess Tournament 
Our chess club will be representing St Michael’s 
on Friday 6th June at the TAS Chess Tournament.  
We wish them all the best.  Thanks to Miss Voyzey 
who coordinates this group. 
 

Pentecost Mass 

On Friday 6th June, our school will celebrate 

the Feast of Pentecost with a whole school 

mass at 9am.  All parents and friends are 

invited to attend. 

 

Free Dress Day 

On Friday 6th June we will be having a 
Free Dress Day in support of our St 

Michael’s Angels Relay for Life team.  
Please consider making a gold coin 
donation to this very worthwhile cause. 
 

Practical Support 
Our deepest sympathy goes to the Bender 
family at the passing of Jason.  Any families 
who would like to assist the Bender family 
through a monetary or gift card donation, 
please leave these at the front office and we 
will pass them on to Amy and Jayden. Please 
keep the family in your prayers at this very 
difficult time. 
 

Prep 2015 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2015.  I 
would ask all existing families to please collect an 
enrolment package as soon as possible as I have 
begun interviews this term.  Don’t miss out on a 
place for your child!! 
 

Community Prayers 
We congratulate the Haslberger family on the birth 
of baby Jacob.  We pray for the Bender family who 
lost their husband and father, Jason.  We pray for 
the Neal family who have a family member very ill in 
hospital.  We pray for Trish Nash, a principal 
colleague diagnosed with cancer. If anyone has 
anything which they would like mentioned in our 
community prayers, please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

PROUD PARENTS, RAISE YOUR HANDS 
  

We’re creating a corporate video to promote 

Catholic Education and we’re looking for proud 

parents to interview. 

  

Production will commence in late May / early June 

2014. 

Previous applicants will still be considered without 

the need to reapply. 

  

If you’d like to help other parents make the right 

decision for their child, please 

email dianne@suasive.com.au for more info.  
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APRE NEWS 

APRE NEWS 
 

POSITIVE SCHOOLS: 

Last week I had the privilege of attending the 

National Positive Schools conference in 

Brisbane.  The notion of well-being came 

into schools with the Melbourne Declaration in 2008.  As a 

result, the Australian Curriculum, has included Social 

Capabilities which are embedded in the content of the 

Curriculum documents. 

The current statistics are alarming, with 1 in 7 primary-aged 

children and 1 in 4 high school students with mental health 

concerns (Dr Michael Carr-Greg. 2014).  After listening to the 

speakers,  I can say with confidence that St Michael’s school is 

well on the path of supporting students to become more 

positive, optimistic citizens, who contribute to society with a 

consciousness towards the common good.   

We do this within a culture steeped in Christian values, based 

on the Gospel.  The explicit teaching of skills in social 

emotional learning are developed from Prep to Grade 7 through 

“Program Achieve- You Can Do It!”,  an evidence-based 

program designed to lead students to become more resilient. 

As parents and teachers, we can’t prevent bad or sad things 

from happening to the children in our care. What we can do is 

talk to students about the future in a way that generates hope.  

We can help them to see that they can recover from 

disappointments and be ok and we can help them to develop 

empathy through listening to other people’s stories. 
 

Have a blessed week 

Lyndal Rick 

St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 

 



 



 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 

 

SCHOOL FEES have been sent home. First 

Reminder Letters will be going home this 

week. If you are experiencing financial 

difficulty please see Justine to arrange an 

appointment with Lea regarding you School 

Fees account. 
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence to be compliant. Families can simply email the Office 

on secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s.  
 

 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING Janelle from Cairns Penny will be here 

again on Wednesday!  Don’t forget, if you open a new account 

or pay some money into your Cairns Penny account this term 

you could win cinema tickets.  The winner from last term was 

Gino Bi Bella. Congratulations! See you at 8.00am. 
 

Netball  practice is on Wednesday first lunch and 
Wednesday afternoon. Game play is at Bentley Park 
on Thursday afternoon. Girls are to turn up at 
3.30pm. If parents are unable to take your girl to 
the netball, contact Justine at the Office. We can 
take the girls, you will need to pick them up at 
4.45pm at Bentley Park. A reminder that the girls 
need to wear appropriate white sneakers, no black, 
no slip on. These can be purchased from Kmart for 
as little as $12. this is for safety reasons as well 
 

Justine Hind  
 
Basketball clinics being run at the Edmonton PCYC from 5-6pm 
for kids from 8-12 and from 6-7pm from 13-15 every Monday 
and Wednesday afternoon with the cost being $5 per session.  
  
The clinics are run by former WNBL player Myra Donkin, 
Former NBL player Matt Smith and former CBA player Brian 
Waters. The clinics are a chance for kids to learn the sport and 
develop some fundamental skills and to see if there is enough 
interest in forming a junior competition in the area. 
  
Should you have any questions please don't hesitate to 
contact me on 0407741467. 

CALENDAR 2014 
TERM 2 

27th May P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 

29th May Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

31st May Trivia Night—Relay for Life  

5th June Year 3-7 Inter-house Athletics Trial Day  

  @ Johnson Park 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

6th June Whole School Pentecost Mass 

6th June Free Dress Day—Relay for Life 

9th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

10th June 13th-Storey Tree House Excursion 
  Year 2—Year 4 11.00am—1.45pm 

12th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Semi Finals 1st v’s 4th & 2nd v’s 3rd 

13th June P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 

14th June Relay for Life  

19th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Winner Game 1 v’s Winner Game 2  

  First and Second Place 

  Loser Game 1 v’s Loser Game 2 

  Thurs and 4th Place 

20th June 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson Park 

  Report Cards POSTED 

24thJune NAIDOC Celebrations CHANGED 

24th June Confirmation 6pm 

27th June School Concludes 

30th June HOT SHOTS REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 

 

TERM 3 

25th July Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 

7th Aug From Halfway Around The World @ 9am 

8th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival—Netta Team 

22nd Aug Ball Games Carnival @ St Michael’s 

25th-28th  Scholastic Book Fair 

27th Aug Book Character Dress Up Day 

27th Aug Author Visit—Trudie Trewin  

29th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival  - Senior Team 

12th Sep Gala Sports Day—TBC 

19th Sep Jim Graham and Mary Mills Cup 

 

TERM 4 

23rd Oct St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tues 28th Jan—Fri 4th April 10 weeks 
Term 2 Tues 22 April—Fri 27th June 10 weeks 
Term 3 Mon 14th July—Fri 19th Sept 10 weeks 
Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 
July 17th CTJ Day—Pupil Free Day July 18th Cairns Show  
Holiday 

 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 
 

 
Prep A  Maddison Flanagan 

  An excellent Pet Project presentation on your  

  chooks. Wow!  

Prep B  Mia-Bella Marsh 

  Learning all her Golden Words and never giving  

  up 

Year 1A Thomas Curley 

  For working so hard in class this week and   

  persisting with your writing 

Year 1B Emery Evert  

  For working well in maths. You certainly know  

  your numbers 

Year 2A Jessie Ziegler 

  For your consistent approach to your school   

  work. Well done Jesse 

Year 2B Alisha Cutuli 

  Personal challenges. It’s brilliant to see your   

  strive to challenge yourself in Maths! 

  Ben Andrejic  

  Marvellous Maths! Your enthusiasm for   

  numbers is AWESOME! 

  Lochlan House 

  Persistence with reading. Your hard work is   

  paying off! 

  Nakoda Schaible 

  Being a great friend. Your kind works and   

  friendly smile make you a great role model 

Year 3A Lachlan Soderberg 

  For working hard to complete all assessment   

  tasks to the best of your ability 

Year 4A Kiana Tracey 

  For being confident during poetry presentation.  

  Great work!  

Year 4B Cooper Stoute 

  Being a very confident reader 

  Elliot Arthur 

  For being organised and ready for work 

Year 5A Harry Boylan 

  For his good concentration in class and ability  

  to stay on task 

Year 5/6A Blake Lemmey 

  Your persistence and hard work in our maths   

  lessons this week 

  Mia Watchers 

  Your getting along skills throughout the term.  

  Your cheerful approach to all activities is a   

  great model to others 

Year 7A Steven Ward 

  For your fantastic “Readers Theatre” voice.   

  Everyone is engaged and excited when you read  

  aloud. Well done! 

  Madelyn Oxford 

  For displaying the values of honesty and community  

  and your willingness to help others 

 

 

   
Prep A  Charlton Thomas 
  For reading with accuracy and confidence. You se your 
  strategies, Charlton. You are a STAR! 
Prep B  Tia Molony 
  For improved reading and recognition of golden 
  words, letters and sound 
Year 1A  Kellen Steinberg 
  For your enthusiasm shown when you read at home  
  and your great reading at school  
Year 1B  Lucy Arthur  
  For reading with confidence and accuracy. You are a  
  super reader 
Year 3A  Adrian Haslberger 
  For showing huge improvements to your reading. Keep 
  up the hard work 
Year 4A  Lauren Dobbie 
  For consistently reading every night. Fantastic work! 
Year 4B  Luke Powell 
  For trying very hard!! 
Year 5A  Jake Horwood 
  For his consistent home reading 
Year 5/6A Brennon Snoad 
  For your obvious  enjoyment of reading 
Year 7A  Harry Chen 
  For your thoughtful and well written reflection on Ned 
  Kelly. Your opinions were well supported and your did 
  well to make references to the various text 
 
  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A week-

end away for married couples in peaceful, 

picturesque surroundings – away from the 

distractions of everyday living.  Take time 

out of your busy schedule, to invest in your 

most precious asset . . . your Marriage!  This is a unique 

opportunity to recharge your relationship batteries, refo-

cus on each other and fall in love all over again!   

 

Weekend date: 13th – 15th June 2014 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston 

QLD  (on Brisbane’s bayside) 

 

For bookings/details contact:  Tamara and Scott Men-

teith, ph (07) 4634 3559, stjmen@aapt.net.au   Infor-

mation website:  www.wwme.org.au  

mailto:stjmen@aapt.net.au
http://www.wwme.org.au


 

 

 
 

   

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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26th May Andrew Oxford 

26th May Luke Powell 

28th May Caitlin Hudson 

29th May James Evans 

29th May  Connor Sims 

31st May  Alec Warncke 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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