
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Our prayer this week is so relevant in the hectic 
life that we lead.  As parents and teachers it is 
essential that we ‘slow down’ enough to 
recognize the ‘God Moments’ we have with our 
beautiful children and to remember to thank God 
for the wonderful gift that each child is to both 
family and school community.  Let’s all try this 
week to make some time each day to feel the 
presence of God in our lives. 
 

Improving St Michael’s School 

St Michael’s School is committed to 
ensuring that our students are engaged in 
effective teaching and learning programs 

and working to their full potential 
As a function of this, as principal, I will be 
spending two full days every week in 

classrooms in order to help improve the 
teaching and learning that happens on a 

daily basis. 
Therefore, I may not always be available to 
speak with you when you drop in or 

telephone. However, I do really value 
communicating with you.  If you need to 

speak with me, please contact either 
Justine or Dorina who will schedule a time 
for us to talk. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of St 
Michael’s School and your patience and 
understanding as we implement these 

practices. 
 

 

School Camp Preparations 

Preparations for our 2014 Year 5, 6 and 7 camp at 

Echo Creek, South Tully on Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday 11th-13th November are well underway.  

The final costing per student will be $185.  We are 

mindful of keeping costs as low as possible and 

believe that the camp offers excellent value for 

money.  The cost includes: bus transport, 

accommodation, meals and six organised activities – 

challenge course, team building, damper and fire 

making, orienteering, archery and raft building. 

We are mindful that a few families have two children 

to attend camp this year, so we are offering the 

opportunity for all families to pay off their camp fees 

via direct deposit into our school account or in small 

cash payments via the front office.  If you are 

experiencing any financial difficulties, please contact 

me as soon as possible.  The details for the direct 

deposit are as follows: 

 BSB – 084 352 

 Account # - 000001710 

Please put your surname and the word ‘camp’ in your 

payment details School camp is a compulsory 

activity for all students as it forms part of the health 

and physical education curriculum for upper primary 

students.  Six staff members will accompany the 

students with one being responsible for the first aid 

and medication requirements of students in 

attendance. 
 

Athletics Carnivals—Coloured Hair Spray 
I would ask that parents do not use coloured hair 
spray on students for the upcoming Athletics 
Carnivals as when children sweat, etc the hairspray 
can stain equipment and clothing.  Your 
cooperation in this is appreciated. 
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Prayer for the Week 
Lord, you know how busy my days are. 

There are times when I forget to speak to you 

Or think of your presence in the course of my day. 

I  am tricked into believing I can do it all without you. 

In times of hurry, help me to slow down. 

Bring my thoughts back to a slow and even pace. 

For only then will I be able to feel your presence. 

Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Important Dates for Term 2 
5 June—Year 3-7 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
6 June—Free Dress for Relay for Life—NEW 
6 June—Chess Tournament @ TAS—NEW 
6 June—Whole School Pentecost Mass 
9 June—Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
10 June—Yr 2-4 Excursion 
13 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
20 June—Yr 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ 
Johnstone Park 
20 June—Report cards posted 
24 June—NAIDOC celebrations 
24 June—Confirmation 6pm 
27 June—Last day of term 
 

Trial Day at Johnson Park 

Students in Year 3-7 will attend the Trial 
Day at Johnson Park on Thursday 5th 
June in preparation for our Senior 

Athletics Day.  Please ensure that you send 
back the note regarding this to your child’s 
teacher. 
 

P&F 
Thanks to the parents who attended last week’s 
P&F meeting.  It was a productive and efficient 
meeting and your support is invaluable.  We 
reviewed the school’s Pastoral Care Policy and the 
reviewed policy is published in this newsletter for 
your information.  We also discussed the 
establishment of a new policy for students taking 
home their lunch papers and scraps.  The aim of 
this policy is to reduce waste, allow parents to see 
what food is or isn’t being eaten and to support 
student learning by Year 7 no longer having to 
empty lunch bins.  On Fridays for tuckshop there 
will be some bins provided for lunch wrappings 
and waste. 
 

Uniform Clarification 
We have had a number of enquiries about long 
pants or leggings for students during the colder 
months.  Students are able to wear warmer 
long pants or leggings however they MUST BE 
MAROON in colour.  We are aware that as the 
weather gets colder, the students feel this, 
particularly in the mornings and we ask for your 
support in ensuring that the correct colour is 
worn. 
 

Chess Tournament 
Our chess club will be representing St Michael’s 
on Friday 6th June at the TAS Chess Tournament.  
We wish them all the best.  Thanks to Miss Voyzey 
who coordinates this group. 
 

Pentecost Mass 

On Friday 6th June, our school will celebrate 

the Feast of Pentecost with a whole school 

mass at 9am.  All parents and friends are 

invited to attend. 
 

Free Dress Day 

On Friday 6th June we will be having a 
Free Dress Day in support of our St 

Michael’s Angels Relay for Life team.  
Please consider making a gold coin 
donation to this very worthwhile cause. 
 

Prep 2015 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2015.  I 
would ask all existing families to please collect an 
enrolment package as soon as possible as I have 
begun interviews this term.  Don’t miss out on a 
place for your child!! 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for the Neal family who have a family 
member very ill in hospital.  We pray for Trish Nash, 
a principal colleague diagnosed with cancer. If 
anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

PROUD PARENTS, RAISE YOUR HANDS 
  

We’re creating a corporate video to promote 

Catholic Education and we’re looking for proud 

parents to interview. 

  

Production will commence in late May / early June 

2014. 

Previous applicants will still be considered without 

the need to reapply. 

  

If you’d like to help other parents make the right 

decision for their child, please 

email dianne@suasive.com.au for more info.  
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PASTORAL CARE POLICY – 
STUDENTS 

  
Definition 
Pastoral Care is the network of care, which 
exists within a school.  Students, staff, parents, 
the parish, parish priest and wider community all 
contribute to this care. 
 
The school’s Christian ethos is reflected in 
individuals caring for, and respecting one 
another, in a supportive and encouraging way, 
just as Jesus challenges us to take that extra 
step. 
 
Staff at St Michael’s School have a holistic 
approach to education, and seek to develop the 
spiritual, intellectual, physical, emotional and 
social aspects of the child in the service of 
others. 
 
All school curricula, polices and practices are 
designed to enhance the dignity and worth of 
the human person.  All school members have 
the right to feel safe and have their concerns 
addressed in an appropriate and unbiased 
manner. 
 
Aims For All Students 
 To develop their own relationship with God 

within the teachings of the ten 
Commandments 

 To see their own uniqueness and 
understanding of the gifts God has given 
them. 

 To develop knowledge about ethical and 
cultural values held by different people. 

 To believe in doing their best and using 
their God given talents to the fullest. 

 To believe in caring for and respecting the 
wondrous creation, that is their body. 

 To believe in the respect for the dignity 
and rights of the human person and to live 
their lives in support of the disadvantaged 
just as our model, Jesus Christ. 

 
Skills 
 To assist students to look at themselves in 

a positive way and to realise their 

potential. 
 To encourage and assist students to make 

choices motivated by faith and to act with 
justice. 

 To become a contributing, responsible 
member of the world community 

 
Implementation 
 Actively encourage celebrating community 

Masses, assemblies, birthdays and special 
events. 

 Welcome others, accept differences, and 
look for co-operative ways to overcome 
difficulties with Christian focus. 

 Through teacher and staff guidance, assist 
students to accept responsibility for their 
choices and behaviours (See Positive 
Relationship  Policy)  

 Incorporate the use of the school 
counsellor. 

 School wide program of Social Emotional 
Learning (You Can Do It) and Circle 
Solutions pedagogy. 

 Challenge students to develop  
 self-discipline as an intrinsic part of their 
 everyday life. 



 

APRE NEWS 
 

CONFIRMATION:  This week, I had 

the pleasure of beginning the preparation 

for the sacrament of Confirmation with 

the Grade 4 students.  The focus 

questions engaged the students in 

thinking about the characteristics of the 

Church family and the connections between the Church 

family and their own family experiences as well as the 

role of the sacrament of Baptism and Confirmation in the 

Church family. 

 

PENTECOST:  This Friday, we will celebrate Pentecost 

as a whole school.  Pentecost is the fulfillment of Jesus’s 

promise to send assistance to the Disciples so they could 

spread the Good News.  In this way, Pentecost is 

considered to be the birth of the Church.   

This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday.  The school will be 

supporting Fr Jude in the parish Mass on Sunday.  Please 

come along and join in.   

 

Have a blessed week 

Lyndal Rick 
 

St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 

 

SCHOOL FEES  first reminder went out last 

week, there was a technical problem with due 

date and processing date, apologies for any 

inconveniences this may have caused.  
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are 

away during school hours, families must 

contact the school regarding their absence. Families can simply 

email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING Janelle from Cairns Penny will be here 

again on Wednesday!  Don’t forget, if you open a new account 

or pay some money into your Cairns Penny account this term 

you could win cinema tickets.  See you at 8.00am. 
 

Netball  practice is on Wednesday first lunch and 
Wednesday afternoon 3-4pm. Afternoon is not 
compulsory, if you can make it please attend. 
Playing at Bentley Park on Thursday game starts at 
4pm, girls need to be there at 3.30pm. We are 
playing against Hambledon State School. Remember 
your nails need to trimmed, white sole sandshoes 
and no jewellery to be worn. See you there. 
 

BOOKCLUB due back Thursday 12th June.   
 

Justine Hind  
 

Basketball clinics being run at the Edmonton PCYC from 
5-6pm for kids from 8-12 and from 6-7pm from 13-15 
every Monday and Wednesday afternoon with 
the cost being $5 per session.  
  
The clinics are run by former WNBL player Myra Donkin, 
Former NBL player Matt Smith and former CBA player 
Brian Waters. The clinics are a chance for kids to learn 
the sport and develop some fundamental skills and to 
see if there is enough interest in forming a junior 
competition in the area. 
  
Should you have any questions please don't hesitate to 
contact me on 0407741467. 

CALENDAR 2014 
TERM 2 

5th June Year 3-7 Inter-house Athletics Trial Day  

  @ Johnson Park 

  Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Bentley Park @ 3.45pm game Start 4.00pm 

6th June Whole School Pentecost Mass 

6th June Free Dress Day—Relay for Life 

9th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

10th June 13th-Storey Tree House Excursion 
  Year 2—Year 4 11.00am—1.45pm 

12th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Semi Finals 1st v’s 4th & 2nd v’s 3rd 

13th June P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 

14th June Relay for Life  

16th June Tjapukai Excursion Year 7 

19th June Southern Corridor Netball Comp 

  Winner Game 1 v’s Winner Game 2  

  First and Second Place 

  Loser Game 1 v’s Loser Game 2 

  Thurs and 4th Place 

20th June 3-7 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson Park 

  Report Cards POSTED 

24thJune NAIDOC Celebrations CHANGED 

24th June Confirmation 6pm 

27th June School Concludes 

30th June HOT SHOTS REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 
 

TERM 3 

25th July Mulgrave Athletics Carnival 

7th Aug From Halfway Around The World @ 9am 

8th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival—Netta Team 

22nd Aug Ball Games Carnival @ St Michael’s 

25th-28th  Scholastic Book Fair 

27th Aug Book Character Dress Up Day 

27th Aug Author Visit—Trudie Trewin  

29th Aug Fowlers Netball Carnival  - Senior Team 

12th Sep Gala Sports Day—TBC 

19th Sep Jim Graham and Mary Mills Cup 
 

TERM 4 

23rd Oct St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 1 Tues 28th Jan—Fri 4th April 10 weeks 
Term 2 Tues 22 April—Fri 27th June 10 weeks 
Term 3 Mon 14th July—Fri 19th Sept 10 weeks 
Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 
July 17th CTJ Day—Pupil Free Day July 18th Cairns Show  
Holiday 
 

St Michael’s Angel’s played against Gordonvale State 

School. Wow what an amazing transformation. Great 

game girls. Kyra Quirk was nominated Best and  

Fairest! Congratulations Kyra great foot work! 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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Prep A Kanoah Fourmile– Elliott 

  For enjoying his Maths and for showing  

  persistence. Well done Champ!  

Prep B Danny Dean 

  Working hard with lots of persistence 

Year 1A Alexander Booij 

  For being so organised in class and showing 

  great whole body listening. Well done! 

Year 1B Sienna Burrows 

  For being persistent when presenting your 

  “Phoebe” talk. You are growing in   

  confidence. Well done! 

Year 2A Matilda Harris 

  Caitlin Hudson 

  For always presenting work that is neat,  

  detailed and beautifully illustrated 

Year 2B Paddy Bassini 

  Great participation this week Paddy! I love 

  hearing your ideas! 

Year 3A Hope Pearce 

  For working hard to learn your   

  multiplications, keep up the great work! 

  Kai Lyons-Wilson 

  For always being a happy and friendly  

  classroom member. You greet everyone  

  with a smile. Fantastic work! 

Year 4B Tatum Van Drie 

  Organisation—Being organised for work 

  Emily Warncke  

  Confidence—For being confident in her  

  work 

Year 5A Lydia Ziegler 

  For terrific oral presentation. You were  

  well prepared and confident 

Year 5/6A Aaron Casey 

  For your enthusiasm and willingness to  

  share your ideas in technology activities 

  Brennon Snoad 

  For your organisation and getting along  

  skills. You are a great role model for your  

  classmates 

Year 7A Casey Belbin 

  For showing fantastic leadership skills and 

  helping out in the younger grades 

 

 Class Award winners Week 6 

Our Loom Band Girls—wow what an effort! 

2nd June Brett Bennett 

4th June Jayden Bender 

5th June Jayden Smith 

5th June Aaron Casey 

8th June  Sammy Van Den Bos 

8th June  Cohen Stoute 



 

 



 

GORDONVALE JUNIOR TOUCH SIGN ON  
When: June 13th & 20th  

Where: Alley Park Gordonvale 
Time: 6:30 – 7:30pm 

Who: Boys and Girls age 6 – 15  
(born 1999 – 2008) 

Games start: June 27th  
More Info: Contact Jodie – 0402986798 

                                 Sue - 0417730471 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A week-

end away for married couples in peaceful, 

picturesque surroundings – away from the 

distractions of everyday living.  Take time 

out of your busy schedule, to invest in your 

most precious asset . . . your Marriage!  This 

is a unique opportunity to recharge your relationship bat-

teries, refocus on each other and fall in love all over 

again!   

 

Weekend date: 13th – 15th June 2014 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston 

QLD  (on Brisbane’s bayside) 

 

For bookings/details contact:  Tamara and Scott Men-

teith, ph (07) 4634 3559, stjmen@aapt.net.au   Infor-

mation website:  www.wwme.org.au  

mailto:stjmen@aapt.net.au
http://www.wwme.org.au
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