
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
One of the things which I love about St Michael’s 
School is the way in which as a community we 
show and share love.  The reason that this 
works for us so positively that each of us 
chooses to be loving towards one another.  This 
is the St Michael’s Way!  I have been blown 
away recently by the acts of love and kindness 
our students perform for each other, particularly 
our older students showing support and care for 
our younger children.  What faith I have in the 
leaders of the future! 
 
Fantastic News 

Last week we were informed of the appointment of 

Mr Greg Hoare as principal of St Michael’s from 

2016.  Mr Hoare has extensive experience as an 

educator and has been principal of St Clare’s Tully 

for the past 6 years.  I wish Mr Hoare all the best as 

he takes on this new role in a wonderful school 

community. 

 
Sad News 

Last week we were informed of the sad 
passing of Mr Andrew Almond a teacher at 
St Andrew’s Catholic College.  Andrew was 

a former teacher of St Michael’s and last 
Friday, I represented our school community 
at his funeral.  I have included a lovely 

tribute to Andrew by Mr Lee McMaster, 
Principal of St Andrew’s Catholic College. 

 
Staff for 2016 
I am pleased to announce that our staff for next 
year is as follows.  I am very sad to announce that 
Mrs Dangaard and Mrs Barclay will not be 

returning to St Michael’s with Mrs Dangaard 
deciding to retire and Mrs Barclay securing a 
position with Catholic Education Services in Cairns. 
Prep—Mrs Alison Fitzsimmons & Mrs Deirdre 
Fedorov 
Year 1—Mrs Karen Roberts & Miss Rachel Clarke 
Year 2—Miss Helena Faulkner & Miss Kate Watson 
Year 3—Miss Kelly Evans & Mrs Julie Davison/Mrs 
Kylie Schmerl 
Year 4—Mrs Ingrid Drew & Mr John Gravagna 
Year 5—Mrs Sylvia Wagner 
Year 6—Miss Serena Gordon & Mr John Hubbard 
Learning Support—Mrs Elizabeth Wyatt & Mrs 
Alyce Cahill 
APRE/Curriculum—Mrs Sarah Hession 
Principal—Mr Greg Hoare 
Administration—Ms Justine Hind & Mrs Dorina 
Gawley 
Library—Mrs Joan Clarke 
Prep School Officers—Mrs Adrienne Marino & Mrs 
Colleen Murray 
School Officers—Mrs Liz Anderson, Mrs Dorina 
Gawley, Mrs Jodie Worsnop (on leave Term 1),     
Mr Bernie Wagner, Ms Melissa Martin,                  
Mrs Kylie Horwood,  
Mrs Ngaire Shelley 
Indigenous Liasion 
Officer— Ms Maree 
Connolly 
School Counsellor—Mrs 
Alyce Cahill 
Tuckshop—Mrs Ngaire 
Shelley & Ms Melissa 
Martin 
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Prayer for the Week 

Creating an atmosphere of freedom and love 

For us to discover what love is, God has given us freedom.  God 
can’t force his love on anyone, for then it wouldn’t be love.  Love 

and freedom go together.  Only by freely choosing to be loving can 
we truly discover what love is. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

School Disco 
The P&F are holding a School Disco on Friday 20th 
November.  We need parent support to assist with 
the supervision and catering for the night.  Please 
help out where you can. 
 
Towards 2016 

If your child will not be attending St 
Michael’s next year, please let the office 
know in writing.  As our school receives 

funding based on enrolments, accurate 
information is needed.  Please let us know 
any changes as soon as you can. 

 
Ryan Dobbie Achievement Award 
In memory of Ryan Dobbie, who passed away 
at the age of 18 months to cancer, two awards 
will be presented to students of St Michael's 
who have made an achievement in either their 
learning or sporting abilities throughout their 
time at St Michael’s School. 
The successful students will show the same 
qualities that Ryan possessed.  Even though 
his life was taken at a young age, he was full of 
courage, determination and had the strength to 
endure more than most people could ever think 
possible. 
There will be two awards of $50 and the 
winning students will have their name engraved 
on the shield which has been donated to the 
school.   
A copy of the nomination form is available in the 
school newsletter or at the office.  Please 
consider a student who may be worthy of a 
nomination. 
 

Farewell Mass for Year 6 
The Farewell Mass for Year 6 will be held on 
Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:00pm.  Please 
feel welcome to join the students and families 
who are leaving our school community. 
 
End of Year Mass 
The Thanksgiving Mass will be held on the last 
day of the 2015 School Year at 9am.  This is an 
opportunity to give thanks for the year. We 
welcome all parents and carers to attend this 
Mass with us. 

Bump Up Morning and Prep Orientation 

Last Thursday we had the most wonderful 
morning with our new Preps and parents 

for next year.  Everyone was very excited 
about coming to ‘big’ school in 2016.  Our 
other students also had the opportunity to 

‘bump up’ to their new classes for next 
year and to meet the teachers who will be 
working in those grade levels in 2016.  All 

the children enjoyed their morning and are 
looking forward to being ‘a year older’. 

 

Last Day of Term 

8.35am      Teachers with classes - Advent Prayer  

9.00am      End of Year Eucharist - Advent 

10.00am    Shared Morning Tea 

10.30am    Christmas Concert  

11.30am    Clean up of grounds / surrounds   

11.45am    Final assembly   

12.00noon Dismissal of Students 

* Please note the finishing time for all students is 

12 noon.  No school staff will be available for 

supervision after this time. 

 
Report Cards 
Teachers are working hard over the next couple 
of weeks preparing report cards for the end of the 
year.  I would like to remind all families that if 
school fee accounts are outstanding or no 
arrangement made with me, then report cards will 
be withheld until accounts are paid.  I thank you in 
anticipation of your support with this matter. 

 

Important Dates for Term 4 
20 Nov School Disco 
2 Dec 6pm Year 6 Farewell Mass 
4 Dec 9am Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day—students finish 12noon 

 
 
Community Prayers 
If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 
Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

This week we 

mourn the death of 

our colleague, 

Andrew Damian 

Almond. Andrew 

passed away 

tragically on 

Saturday 7 

November 2015. 

His death has left 

our community 

shattered. 

 

Andrew was born 

on 30 October, 

1963 to parents, 

Kath and Allan. 

His early years were spent in the north of England 

around Lancaster before moving to Australia with 

his family, including brother Anthony (Tony). 

 

The Almond family took up residence in the suburbs 

of Adelaide where they remained during Andrew’s 

secondary education at Christian Brothers College. 

Andrew excelled at Maths 1 & 2, Physics, 

Economics and Art during his final years of school. 

 

Andrew and his family moved to Far North 

Queensland and Andrew undertook his 

undergraduate degree at James Cook University. 

Andrew studied for a Diploma in Early Primary 

Education (Prep to Year 4) with Drama as his Major. 

He went on to complete a Bachelor of Education at 

James Cook University. 

 

Andrew has worked in the Diocese of Cairns for the 

past thirty years serving at:- 

1985 - Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, 

Thursday Island (Year 2) 

1986 – 1988 – St Francis Xavier Primary School, 

Manunda (Years 1 & 2) 

1990 – 1994 – St Michael’s Primary School, 

Gordonvale (Years 2, 3, 5 & 6) 

1995 – 1999 – St Joseph’s Primary School, 

Parramatta Park (Years 1 & 4) 

2000 – 2006 – Mother of Good Counsel Primary 

School, North Cairns (Years 1 to 5) 

2007 – 2015 – St Andrew’s Catholic College, 

Redlynch Valley – Junior, Middle & Senior Years + 

Current Head of Mathematics – Middle Years. 

 

In 2005, Andrew was nominated for a Docemus 

Award in the Diocese of Cairns for his work as a 

Primary year’s educator at Mother of Good Counsel 

Primary School. 

 

Andrew has always been interested in water sports, 

racing yachts from the age of 12. Andrew won three 

South Australian Championships as a sailor and was 

invited to trial for Sir James Hardy’s America’s Cup 

challenge in 1983. More recently Andrew’s main 

hobby was kitesurfing, a sport he loved and found so 

much enjoyment in. 

 

Andrew had a deep faith and a great passion for 

helping others. He was an adult member of Cairns 

first Antioch team. He was part of the team that 

started with the first Rosie’s Youth Mission van on 

the Cairns Esplanade. Andrew spent many years 

working with the Cairns CYM Group and was an 

active volunteer in supporting youth ministry groups 

from the Catholic schools in Cairns. 

 

Andrew leaves behind a loving family – Rose his 

wife, and Jasmine and Georgia his two beautiful 

daughters, both who attend Holy Cross Primary 

School at Trinity Park. We keep Rose, Jasmine, 

Georgia and the extended Almond family, parents 

Kath and Allan, brother Tony, sister in law Di, and 

his two nieces, Casey and Leia in our prayers and 

thoughts. We will need to support and care for the 

Almond family over the coming days, weeks and 

months.   

 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Andrew and 

know that our loving God has Andrew in his love 

and care now and that he is at peace. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord. 

And let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May he rest in peace.  

Amen. 
 Lee McMaster (Principal of St Andrew’s Catholic 

College) 
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APRE NEWS 
 

Sometimes with tragedy, we 

can find it difficult to find a way 

to explain the events to our 

children.  We can also find it 

challenging to make sure that 

our children feel safe and 

comforted. With the tragic news of the 

terrorist attacks in France over the weekend, 

you may find this a helpful image to use.  We 

pray for the people of Paris, and we pray for 

peace world - wide. 

  
 Minnie Vinnies 

Year 6 students from the Student Council and Spirit 

Committee will begin to coordinate collections for 

non -perishable food items to donate to those less 

fortunate than us.  We thank you for your support in 

the lead up to Christmas. 
 

Candles for Sale. 
 

Earlier in the term Carol Mayer came to talk to the 

Year 6 students about resilience and courage, 

sharing her experiences of recovering from serious 

burns injuries.  She has left for us battery operated 

candles for sale for $3 as candle.  These candles 

would be perfect for Carols by Candlelight, and 

money raised goes to the Burns Trust who provide 

support services for burns patients and their families.  

Candles will be on sale Wednesday – Friday at the 

front of the school from 2.55pm.  
 

Leadership Speech Congratulations 

As I listened to this week’s leadership speeches from 

the current Year 5 cohort, I was filled with a sense of 

pride.  The children that nominated for the positions 

of School and House Captains for 2016 spoke so 

clearly, and with such passion and connection to the 

St. Michael’s Way.  We are in great hands 

for 2016!! 
 

First Reconciliation 

Notes were sent home yesterday with the 

children who are participating in this 

Sacrament.  I will be working with these 

children in preparation for the 25th of 

November, and the note sent home will 

give families some ideas of how they can 

support their child in the lead up to this 

event. 
 

Liturgies and Masses. 

A reminder that Year One will celebrate 

Liturgy this Thursday at 9am in the Church. 

Prep are looking forward to sharing in Liturgy week 9, 

parents and friends are most welcome. 
 

On the final Friday of Term we have a Whole School 

Mass at 9am.  We would love to see as many families 

as possible there, as it will be Mrs. Martin’s final Mass. 
 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 
 
 
 
 
The Gordonvale Breast Screen Queensland Mobile     
Service is coming!  
The mobile service will be based at the Gordonvale  
Hospital from the 23

rd
 – 26

th
 of November 2015. 

 
A breast screen can pick up changes in the breast tissue, 
often before they can be seen by a woman or a doctor.  
By the time we feel something it’s usually about the size 
of a ten cent piece whereas a breast screen can pick up 
something the size of a pin prick.   
 
Women aged 50-74 are strongly recommended to 
screen every 2 years during the highest risk period 
for developing breast cancer. All women 40 years 
and over are eligible. 

http://mailout.visualobsession.com.au/t/r-l-qhyhtx-jlltltlkj-y/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— have been process and due on 

Friday 4th December. A first reminder will 

be emailed or sent home this week. There is 

still a problem with our smart send upgrade 

with Brisbane on the first lot of school fees, 

explaining why a lot of families didn’t received their 

accounts. Please if you have not received your school account 

please see Justine in the Office Term 4 school fees need to be 

finalized before 20th November for report cards to be released. 

If you do not have a payment plan or direct debit in place with 

the Principal. We recommend that families are familiar with 

their school fees accounts to avoid overdue accounts. If you are 

experiencing  financial hardship please contact us 

immediately. An appointment must be made with Lea Martin, 

an email will not suffice.  We appreciate if you could pay your 

account as soon as possible or contact Justine to arrange an 

alternate arrangement/payment plan. Families are very 

welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  Please 

be mindful that if you need a financial request on School Fees 

that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Enrolments for 2016  there are limited enrolments 

available for 2016. Please contact Dorina in the Office 

for an Enrolment Package.  
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting their child’s 

absence to the Administration including a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact the 

Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive 

days need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd 

day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Library News Another school year is getting close to the end.  

This means that the library will closed from Friday 20th 

November.  Could you please ensure that all children books 

are returned by this date. 
 

Harley’s Educational  are supplying our booklists again this 

year. Booklists will be coming home with children in their 

message boxes tomorrow. They will also be available on our 

school website and Harley’s website. 

 

Has been processed, please inform your 

children that this will take a few weeks. 

Children are not to come to the office to 

ask for book club. Your orders will be 

distributed as soon as they have arrived. 

 

Uniform Shop Helen Booij has been amazing to provide us 

with the extended hours advertised in this weeks newsletter. 

Thank you Helen. 

 

Have a great week! 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
Every Friday Senior Choir 1.45-2.30pm 
  Practicing for Christmas Carols 
Nov 17th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 19th Year 1 Liturgy @9am 
 20th  P&F Social Disco 
  School Fees Due 
 23rd Ryan Dobbie Achievement nominations due 
  Uniform shop Extended hours 1.30pm-3.30pm 
 24th Gordonvale State High School Year 6 into 7 
  Transition Day 
 25th Sacrament of First Reconciliation @ 6pm 
  Last School Banking Day 
 26th Prep Liturgy @ 9am 
 27th Report Cards being mailed home 
  School Fee accounts must be finalized for reports 
  to be sent home 
  Uniform Shop Extended Hours 8.15am—12.00pm 
 30th  Uniforms Shop Extended Hours 1.30pm-3.30pm 
Dec 1st Uniform Shop Extended Hours 8.15– 12.00pm 
 2nd Senior Farwell Mass @ 6pm 
 3rd Senior Graduation Excursion 
  Sugarworld 
  Year 3 and 4 SEL End of the Year Celebration 
  Excursion—Woree Pool 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass @ 9am 
  St Michael’s Angels Catering Morning Tea 
  Food on sale for 50c—$2 each 
  Uniform Shop Extended Hours 8.15-12.00pm 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  2016 School Fees must be finalized 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 11th Gordonvale Carols 6pm 
  Choir Children need to be in the front of the stage 
  by 5.30pm 
  Try out new Sports Clinic 4-6pm 
  Market Stalls OPEN @ 4pm 
  Children fun starts @ 5.30pm 
  “Soul Song” Choir @ 6pm 
  Santa arrives @ 8.20pm 

2016 Term Dates  
Term 1 Wed 27th Jan—Thursday 24th Mar 9w 
Pupil Free Day Monday 25th Jan 
Australia Day Tuesday 26th Jan  
Whole School Photo Day—17th Mar 

 
 

17th Nov Marcus Volpi 

19th Nov Bree Pendrigh 

20th Nov Maddison Ganley 

21st Nov Anthony Marsh 

22nd Nov Zac Northage  

  Jack Savage 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

Prep A Archer Williams 
  For always doing his best at school. Well done  
  Champ!  
Year 1A Rebecca Shepard 
  For working hard to  complete all set work and to  
  learn. Great job! 
  Tia Molony 
  For working hard to complete all set tasks. Great  
  job! 
Year 1B Jack Maggs 
  For working tough in class. You are a star! 
Year 2A Emery Evert 
  For confidently participating in our liturgy this  
  week. Nice work! 
  Deandra Volpi 
  For being such a diligent worker and always  
  completing tasks on time 
Year 2B Lucy Arthur 
  Ella Burkin 
  Your continued persistence in Maths really  
  showed in recent assessments. I am so proud of  
  you! 
Year 3A Alisha Cutuli 
  For being organised with your time and   
  completing all assessment tasks with consistent  
  effort. Well done! 
  Evie Gravagna 
  For your great enthusiasm when dressing up in  
  character for our Book Review presentation.  
  Great costume! 
Year 3B Matilda Harris 
  For a wonderful effort with your “energy saving”  
  booklet. Well done! 
  Ashlee Jones 
  For a top effort with your “energy saving” booklet. 
  Well done! 
Year 5A Harry Warncke 
  For working well in class and staying on task 
Year 5 B Landon Reid 
  For your happy, cheerful smile. Your positive  
  approach to school is great to see 
  Brenton Miller 
  Demonstrating excellent time management and  
  organisational skills 

 
 
 

Year 6A Codie Quirk 
  For making a conscious effort to improve your  
  learning. Well done! 
Year 6B Jessica Giddins 
  For the kindness and empathy you bring to our  
  class. Your sparkle really brightens up our room 

Remembrance Day 2015 

On the 11th of November 2015   Lauren Ots  

the year six students and teachers   Codie Quirk 

of St Michael’s School participated 

in a Remembrance Day ceremony at 

Norman Park in Gordonvale. There 

were also some other schools from 

around Gordonvale who participated 

in the ceremony and wreath laying. 

Our school captains, Kasey Smith 

and Hayden Clarke placed down the 

wreaths representing St Michael’s, at 

the monument. During the Ceremony the Bugle was played and 

we had a minute silence for all our brave soldiers and military 

personnel who fought for our country. It was a short and 

beautiful ceremony that really showed the spirit and respect we 

have for our country and defence force.  
 

Lauren Ots, 6B St Michael’s School Gordonvale. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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RYAN DOBBIE 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
In memory of our beautiful son Ryan, who passed away at the age of 18 months to cancer, we are 
giving away two awards to students of St Michael's who have made an achievement in either their 
learning or sporting abilities. 
 
The successful students will show the same qualities that Ryan possessed.  Even though his life 
was taken at a young age, he was full of courage, determination and had the strength to endure 
more than most people could ever think possible. 
 
There will be two awards of $50 and the winning students will have their name engraved on the 
shield which which has been donated to St Michael's. 
 
The criteria is as follows: 
 
The awards are open to all current student's of St Michael's. 
Anyone can nominate an individual student. 
Reasons for why you think the student is a worthy winner must be put in writing.   
The individual does not have to be an A grade student or win every event, this award is intended to 
recognise a student who may pass under the radar, but has shown they have overcome hurdles to 
reach a goal. 
Please submit your nominations by 23rd November. 
Nominations to be submitted to School office and they will be judged by a panel. 
 

Ryan Dobbie Achievement Award Nomination 
 
Name of Student: _____________________________________ Class: _________ 
 
Nominated by: ____________________________________ 
 
Contact Details: Phone: _________________ Mobile: ___________________ 
 
Reason for nomination: _________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
(Please attach additional sheet if not enough room and any supporting documentation) 
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Lea Martin 
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 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 
 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE—2008 Honda CRV 

$13,500 

Manual - 6 speed  

Cruise control  Call Charna Weidner 

Registered  

115,000kms  Ph: 0421 282 412 

 

Ph: 0421272412 
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Lea Martin 
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