
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Being a parent is a wonderful privilege but it is also 
very challenging, sometimes unnerving and, on 
occasion, puzzling. Parenting can be an emotional 
journey and all we naturally know about the trip, we 
learned from the people who raised us. We either 
mime our parents’ way or reject it outright. Neither 
approach has much to do with what is best for our 
child, but has more to do with our reaction to our 
childhood. 
 
Spending time raising responsible children who are 
happy, self-disciplined and able to think for 
themselves, is a worthwhile goal. Finding out how we 
can help our children towards that end is our job and 
responsibility as parents. Our children rely on us to 
bring a mature adult perspective to our parenting and 
to be their main influence. For example, discipline is 
not a process of trying to win a battle, to eventually 
force our child to give in, neither is it about reward or 
punishment. It is about teaching our child to self-
manage. 
 
Children, like adults, don’t like to be controlled, so we 
need to establish mutual respect and to expect 
cooperation. Teaching children that they, not us, are in 

charge of their lives can’t happen early enough. A 
parent-child relationship that involves choices and 
consequences and avoids power struggles, will teach 
our children to believe in themselves and give them a 
sense of personal responsibility that will last them a 
lifetime. 
 
“Lord, may we always be open to Your love, Your 
enlightenment, Your enabling power. May we always be 
able to draw upon the gifts of Your Spirit within us and 
be true parents to our children. Amen.”  
 

Book Fair: 
The annual St Michael’s Book Fair takes place this 
week. During the week children will participate in a 
variety of activities to celebrate the gift of reading.    
Parents are welcome to visit the library to see the 
great display of books for purchase. 
 
Contact Details 
If you have changed jobs, email or mobile numbers, 
please provide the office with these new details.  In 
case of an emergency, we need to be able to contact 
parents.  Many thanks. 
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Prayer of the Week 
Something to Think About! 

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness…. You are more 
blessed than the five million who will not survive this week. 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, loneliness of  
imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation…. You are ahead of 

500 million people in the world. 
If you can attend church without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death…. 

You are more blessed than three million people in the world. 
If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a 

place to sleep… You are richer than 75% of this world. 
If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish some-

place… You are among the top 8% of the world’s wealthy. 
If your parents are still alive and still married…. You are very rare. 

If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and can be truly  
thankful…. You are blessed because the majority of those who can, do not. 

If you can hold someone’s hand, hug them or even touch them on the  
shoulder…. You are blessed because you can offer a healing touch. 

PREP CIRCUS 

 

FRIDAY 26TH AUGUST @ 9AM—10.30am 



 
 

Staff 
It is with sadness that we will be farewelling Miss 
Rachel Clarke from St Michael’s at the end of this 
year. Rachel will be transferring to St Francis 
Xavier’s School at Manunda in 2017. 
 

Alison Fitzsimmons will be on Long Service Leave 
from Monday 29th August until the end of term. 
Mrs Maree Poke will replace Alison. I wish her all 
the best on her travels overseas and hopefully she 
has a well earned break. 
 

A number of teachers applied for and were 
successful in obtaining a grant to visit other 
schools and observe best practice. These teachers 
are Mrs Sarah Hessian, Mrs Serena Cramond, Ms 
Helena Faulkner and Miss Kate Watson. The 
project they applied for was to visit a number of 
schools in New Zealand to observe teaching 
practices. Serena, Helena, Kate and Sarah will be 
away from school next week while they undertake 
this tour. 
 

Book Character Dress Up Day 
On Wednesday 24th August (tomorrow) we will have our 
annual Book Character Dress Up Day.  Students are invited to 
come along dressed as their favourite book character.  There 
will be a special parade in the morning to show off our great 
costumes.   
 

Satisfaction Surveys 
As part of our ongoing commitment to improve our school 
we believe it is critical to seek feedback on a range of issues 
in regard to St Michael’s School. This feedback is gathered 
through School Satisfaction Surveys. Parents, staff and 
students from year 4 to 6 are invited to participate in these 
surveys. 
 

This year the surveys are to be conducted by an external 
organization called MyPCorp. Yesterday you should have 
received an email from me informing you that the surveys 
are going to take place. If you did not receive this email 
please let the school office know and  information will be 
sent to you. 
 

The surveys are strictly private and confidential. They take 
approximately 10 to 15 minutes to complete. Access to the 
surveys will be between 29th August and  12th September.  
 

No member of the school will have access to individual 
responses.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation with this as I value each 
family’s feedback as part of this process.  
 

Fathers Day Stall 
Monday 29th August is the Free Dress donation day for the 
Fathers Day stall.  Students can either bring a gold coin or a 
an unused gift to the value of $5 to donate to the stall.  All 
students need to wear sunsmart clothing and closed in 
shoes. 
 

The Fathers Day stall will be held on Tuesday 30th August.  
Gifts will be sold at $2 or $5.  Students are encouraged to 
bring a plastic bag to carry their gift. 
 

Towards 2017 
As we begin our planning for next year, it is essential that we 
have accurate figures for our 2017 enrolment.  If your child 
will not be attending St Michael’s next year, please let the 
office know in writing.  As our school receives funding based 
on enrolments, accurate information is needed.  Please let us 
know any changes as soon as you can. 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
24th Aug— Book Character Dress Up Day 
26 Aug– Fowlers U/12 Netball  
29 August—Father’s Day Free Dress 
30th August– Father’s Day Stall 
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills (Netball) 
Competitions  
 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE THOUGHTS 
Curriculum News 
 

Last week we celebrated Science 
Week.  We were fortunate enough to 
have Ms Larissa McKirdy organise 
rotations using the new Spheros and 
Bee-Bots that the P&F recently funded 

for the school.  Teachers and students looked terrific dressed 
up as crazy scientists, and in class activities included making 
parachutes and lava lamps.  What rich, authentic learning 
experiences! 
 

Next week Serena Cramond, Helena Faulkner, Kate Watson 
and myself are travelling to New Zealand.  Our group 
received grant funding through a program called the 
“Teacher’s Capability Grant”.  This grant’s objective is to 
strengthen leading teachers capacity in delivering high 
quality education for all students.  The purpose of our trip to 
New Zealand is to focus on Visible Learning.  Visible Learning, 
as the name suggests, focuses on ensuring that teaching 
methods make learning clear and visible to students so that 
they understand exactly what they need to learn, what 
success looks like, and how they are progressing with 
achievement.  We are particularly interested in learning 
about the planning, physical class environments and data 
tracking that support Visible learning.  The schools we are 
visiting include: 
http://www.selwyn.school.nz/                                http://
www.stonefields.school.nz/  
 
http://www.clevedon.school.nz/                          http://
www.shotover.school.nz/   
 

We look forward to sharing with you our learning when we 
return in Week 9. 
 

Peer Support: 
Our session this week focused on Including Others.  The 
lesson considered the relationships that students develop 
and how they can change over time.  It looked at the role the 
children can play in contributing to these relationships and 
how the use of power, trust and honesty can change a 
relationship.   
 

Liturgies & Assemblies: 
This week the Year 2 class will celebrate Liturgy on Thursday 
morning.  They 
will share an 
item at 
assembly on 
Friday. 
Next week the 
Prep students 
will share 
Liturgy and 
Assembly. 
 
 

Book Week Prayer 
 'For the places they show us and the people we meet, 
We say thank you God for books. 
For fascinating facts and interesting information, 
We say thank you God for books. 
For creepy tales and funny stories, 
We say thank you God for books. 
For illustrations and cartoons, 
We say thank you God for Books. 
For books to read on a rainy day, 
We say thank you God for books. 
For all the titles we've yet to read, 
We say thank you God for books' 
 

http://www.thevine.cambs.sch.uk/news/generalnews/book-
week-prayers Written by  Tracy Beedle on Wednesday, 20 
May 2015. 

God Bless Sarah Hession 

http://www.selwyn.school.nz/WebSpace/191/
http://www.stonefields.school.nz/
http://www.stonefields.school.nz/
http://www.shotover.school.nz/
http://www.shotover.school.nz/
http://www.thevine.cambs.sch.uk/news/generalnews/book-week-prayers
http://www.thevine.cambs.sch.uk/news/generalnews/book-week-prayers
http://www.thevine.cambs.sch.uk/users/Tracy-Beedle


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES  Term 3 school fees were 
processed on Friday 29th July, due on Friday 
12th August. Reminder notices have been 
sent home via email. Please contact the office 
if you need to arrange a different due date or 

financial assistance. Thank you. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care Card/
Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 
discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 
dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the 
Office to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you 
are already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of 
the HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and 
expiry up to date with the administration office. If you have 
any enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be 
emailed to  Justine on  email address 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during school 
hours, families must contact the school regarding their 
absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child 
is away from school. If you have directly informed your 
teacher you will also need to contact the administration. 
Families can simply email the Office on 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 
Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 
your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 
important to contact the school if your child is absent. If 
your child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of 
time due to a holiday or personal reasons, administration 
request a letter either by hand or email stating the dates. 
Thank you for your  co-operation with this matter. A 
reminder that if your child/ren are absent for more than two 
consecutive days a medical certificate is required for 
administration.  

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 
newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 
that password  access is for parents and students of St 
Michael’s only.  
 

Netball Training 
St Michael’s Angels training is Thursday afternoon from  
3-4pm.  Fowlers Cup is on 26th August and Mary Mills is on 
16th September. Very exciting. Thank you to Kim 
McCormack for her amazing coaching skills. Could all St 
Michael’s Dove’s please hand in your dresses. 
 
NAPLAN 

Naplan Reports were posted last Friday. Year 3 and 
Year 5 students only. Please contact the office if you 
have not received your child’s results. 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
Keep on smiling and be kind. 
Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2016  
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 

August 
Mon 22nd until Thursday 25th  
  Book Fair Book Week 
  Australia Story Country 
Tues 23rd Prep Circus Full Dress Rehearsal @ 9am Hall  
  Road Safety Class talks 
Wed 24th Book Character Dress Up Day 
  Hearing testing for students until 2 September 
Thur 25th Year 2 Liturgy @ 9.00am 
Fri 26th  Year 2 Assembly 
  Fowlers Cup Netball Under/12 
  Prep Circus @ 9am—10.30am in the Hall 
  Gold coin donation upon entry 
Mon 29th Father’s Day Free Dress Day 
  Gold coin donation or gift up to $5.00 
Tues 30th Father’s Day Stall—Gifts range from $2-$5 
 
September 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Thur 8th Year 3 Liturgy @ 9.00am 
Fri 9th  Year 3 Assembly  
  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016        

         $3 525.00.....wow! 

Finance: Term 3 Fees are now overdue. A   reminder 

has been sent home via email. Please contact the 

office if you need an extension. Thank you. School 

accounts must be finalised by 16 September. 

  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 
Prep A  Declan Slattery 
  Working hard at your sentence writing. Keep it  
  up, Declan. Top stuff! 
Prep B  Shaytarni Neal– Yeatman 
  Trying really hard to learn new sounds and write 
  great sentences. 
Year 1A Olivia Bryan 
  For always following the St Michael’s Way and  
  trying your best in all tasks. 
Year 1B Arlia Alloway 
  For reading with confidence in guided reading. 
  You are on fire! 
Year 2A Charlton Thomas 
  For his contribution to our descriptive sentences 
  writing. Great ideas! 
Year 2B Chloe Collins 
  For your creative Pirate Innovation this week in  
  English. 
Year 3A Kia Greenwood 
  For sorting the information for your New   
  Zealand report. You persisted until the task was  
  complete. Great work! 
  Bella Leotta 
  For your persistence with maths tasks this year.  
  Your confidence has grown! 
Year 3B Caitlyn Greensill 
  For showing her confidence in speaking activities 
  in the class. Well done! 
Year 4A Cooper Cheshire 
  Making wonderful progress. 
  Amali Hillman 
  Always having a positive attitude to learning. 
Year4B Matilda Harris 
  For your excellent effort in all areas. I love your  
  “can do it” attitude. 
Year 6A Alec Mann 
  For your thoughtful contributions during our  
  discussions on life in WW2 Europe. 
  Naydean Storer-Jensen 
  For your kindness and empathy you have for  
  others. You are a great friend to all! 
Year 6B Kaetyn Norris 
  For you thoughtful, creative entries in your Anne 
  Frank response journal. 
  Talisha Steinberg 
  For your consistent hard work and enthusiasm  
  in all activities 
         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

August 

23rd Deandra Volpi 

24th Tom Hession 

28th Seth Byres 

PREP CIRCUS 
 

ROL UP ROLL UP IN THE SCHOOL HALL 
 
 

FRIDAY 26TH AUGUST @ 9AM—10.30am 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

On Wednesday we celebrated science week.  
 
First, we had a parade to show our mad scientist costumes. 
Secondly, we made a lava lamp. We had to put in water, oil, 
Alka-Seltzer and food colouring. I chose blue because blue is 
a colour that makes me feel joyful.  
 
Next we went to Miss McKirdy and we played with 
magnificent, super robots called spheros. We also played 
with bee bots that were yellow and black and then played on 
a magic and wonderful app called Quiver. My favourite part 
was the spheros because they changed colour and they 
could play soccer.  
 
I hope next year’s science day is just as 
awesome! 
 
By Tom Hession 

  
 

 



  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Paddy Bassani danced 
for NAIDOC 
celebrations Friday the 
8th of July with our 
families the Wanyurr 
Majay Lower Coastal Yindinji, and then for CIAF 16th and 
17th of July, he really loves traditional dancing, Paddy is 
off to the Laura Dance Festival next year 

 

Pyramid Race Trend 
Setters! 

                                                                             

2016 Premier’s Reading Challenge  
Exciting news the Premier’s Reading    Challenge 

started on the 16th of May!! All students in the 

school are welcome to participate. Students have till 

the 26th of August to read a cer tain number  of 

books. For Prep to Year 2 to read or experience 20 

books, Years 3 and 4 to read 20 books and Year 5 and 

6 to read 15 books. 

 

All you need to do is fill in the school reader record 

form.  Your teacher will have a copy for you.  If you 

complete the challenge, hand your completed form in 

to the library or your teacher.  Library staff will enter 

your details and you will receive a certificate from the 

Premier for your efforts, so make sure your name is 

spelt correctly and easy for staff to read. 

 

This is a great way to boost children’s literacy skills by 
encouraging students to read widely for pleasure and 
learning, to develop their imagination, and to culti-
vate a passion for literature.  Let’s all get involved in 
this exciting challenge!! 

  

 

ONLY 3 DAYS TO GO 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Out of School Hours Care 

 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol your 

child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 


