
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
I see the prayer this week as having a focus on the 
need for each one of us to have positive 
relationships with those we come in contact. It is the 
little things we do to others around us that can make 
such a difference in people’s lives whether it be 
simply a smile or just saying thanks.  
  

Over the past few newsletters I have been 
presenting articles based on the Defining Features 
of a Catholic School, which is one of the key 
documents of Catholic Education in the Diocese of 
Cairns.  This week’s section focuses on Renewal 
and Change. I hope that through this series of 
articles, we will be able to explore the purpose of 
Catholic schools, as well as provide an opportunity 
for reflection on how we can work together to make 
our Catholic schools places of faith, learning, 
respect, trust and community. Please take the time 
to read these reflections to gain a greater 
understanding about our values and beliefs as a 
Catholic School Community. 

BE PLACES OF SELF RENEWAL AND SOWERS 
OF CHANGE 

A focus on the holistic growth of individual people is 
the prime educational purpose of the Catholic 
school. 
In the midst of a world of educational, social and 
economic change, the focus on the holistic growth of 
the individual remains the surest way Catholic 
schools can prepare students for the uncertainties of 
the future, and will remain the prime purpose of their 
educational endeavours.  Teachers in our schools 
will be models of lifelong learning, holistic living and 
leaders of learning and will continue to be 
acknowledged as Catholic education’s greatest 
resource. 
 
At St Michael’s School we strive to know each 
individual student and to cater for their learning 
needs.  Our school works hard to ensure that our 
learning program is up to date and using current 
technologies and resources.  All staff are committed 
to working with individual children to support them to 
reach their full potential.  Staff are constantly 
involved in professional learning and  are the key to 
the success of each child.  The classroom teacher is 
the single most important factor which influences 
student outcomes. 
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Prayer for the Week 

 A Prayer for Enlightenment  
As I stumble through this life,  

help me to create more laughter than tears,  
dispense more happiness than gloom,  

spread more cheer than despair.  
 

Never let me become so indifferent  
that I will fail to see the wonder in the eyes of a child  

or the twinkle in the eyes of the aged.  
 

Never let me forget that my total effort  
is to cheer people, make them happy  

and forget - at least momentarily -  
all the unpleasantness in their lives.  

 
And, in my final moment,  
may I hear You whisper:  

'When you made My people smile,  
you made Me smile.' 

Reminder—School Fees are due 

27th May 2016 



 
 

Prep 2017 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2017.  
Enrolment interviews have begun.  If you have not 
yet given your enrolment package to the office, 
please do so asap. If you know of any families 
looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, please ask them 
to contact the office for an enrolment package. 
 

P& F Meeting 
Thank you to those who made the last Parents and 
Friends meeting. The main item coming up for the 
P&F is the school disco which takes place on Friday 
10th June at 6pm. The theme for the disco is “Super 
Heroes and Villains”. 
 

National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
National Simultaneous Storytime is an annual campaign 
that aims to encourage more young Australians to read 
and enjoy books. Now in its 16th successful year it is a 
colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the 
value of reading and literacy using an Australian 
children's book that explores age appropriate themes, 
and addresses key learning areas of the National 
Curriculum.  This day will be celebrated tomorrow 
(Wednesday 25th) with all classes participating. 
 

Radio Station Visit 
On Monday 13th June Dave and Inkie from Star 
102.7 have been booked to do a “School Yard 
Outside Broadcast” at St Michael’s school between 
7am and 9am. The broadcast will involve some of 
our students being given the opportunity to speak on 
air throughout the morning. Star 102.7 will also be 
supplying a healthy breakfast and providing 
giveaways for both parents and children.   

National Reconciliation Week  

Each year National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 

celebrates and builds on the respectful relationships 

shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

and other Australians. 

NRW is celebrated across Australia between 27 May and 

3 June. These two dates commemorate significant 

milestones in the reconciliation journey—the 

anniversaries of the successful 1967 referendum and the 

High Court Mabo decision. 

NRW is a time for all Australians to reflect on our 

national identity, and the place of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander histories, cultures and rights in our nation’s 

story.  St Michael’s School has as part of its vision and 

mission the value of respect.  We strive to teach our 

students to respect all cultures and all people and to 

develop our sense of community. 

 
 

Trial Day at Johnson Park 
All students from Year 3-6 will participate in 
the trial day for our sports carnival on Friday 
3rd June.  Parents should have recently 
received a note regarding this.  Please ensure 
that permission forms are returned to your 
child’s class teacher as without permission, 
children can not travel on the bus and 
participate in the trials. 
Many thanks for your support with this. 
 

Stop/ Drop / Go’ Zone 

I am aware that the after school pick up areas can at 

times cause some stress for parents as well as staff. I 

thought it timely to relook at some of the rules we 

have in place relating to the “Stop, Drop, Go” zone. 
 

As you are aware the area in front of the school is a 

designated “Stop, Drop, Go” zone. This area 

commences just past the staff car park and goes up to 

the end of the school buildings. 
 

When approaching the Stop, Drop and Go Zone, you are 

asked to move your car as far forward as possible to 

allow other cars to pull in behind you.  Please do not 

pull up directly in front of the main building if there 

are spaces further up Mill Street. 
 

At pick up time, as you approach the Stop, Drop and Go 

Zone, please use your indicator lights to indicate to 

cars behind you that you are waiting to pull into the 

Stop, Drop and Go area. 
 

By law in “Stop, Drop, Go” zones there is a waiting 

period of 2 minutes only.  If your child is not at the 

car within this time please move off and do a circle of 

the block.  This will allow other cars to pull into 

position. 
 

Please note that the area in front of the Church and 

across the car park is a no parking zone. It is illegal 

for children to enter or leave vehicles from this area. 
 

If you need to park your car, you must use the car 

parks on the opposite side of Mill Street.  If parking in 

this area please do not call students across the road to 

meet you. Due to the high volume of traffic in the area 

it is important that children only cross the road in this 

area with an adult.  
 

I thank you for your cooperation with this. 
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2016 Safeguarding Children Conference 
A Safeguarding Children Conference will be held on 
Saturday, 11 June 2016 at the Pullman Cairns 
International.   The conference which is now an 
annual event will for the first time hold presentations 
specifically for parents.    
The theme for the conference is Our Children, Our 
Communities, Our Future.  
An overview of some of the sessions includes:  
 

Keynote speaker: Andrea Musulin (Safeguarding 
Project Officer – Archdiocese of Perth) 
 

Protective Behaviours: everyday teaching moments 
that encourage safety not fear 
 

Mental Health: Early warning signs of depression 
and anxiety, school responses and when should I be 
worried? 
 

Social Media: the world our children live in doesn’t 
have to be all digital, but it sure feels that way! 
Help! My child is a teenager!  
 
Please note that there is no registration cost but 
places are limited.   
 

Conference information and registration details can 
be accessed via the conference website: 
www.2016safeguardingchildren.weebly.com 
If you have any further queries please contact 
Professional Standards: 
Ms Heidi Williams 
hwilliams5@cns.catholic.edu.au 

 
Important Dates for Term 2 
25 May—National Simultaneous Story Reading Day 
3 June—Year 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnstone Park 
10 June—P-2 Athletics Carnival @ St Michael’s 
10 June—P&F Disco 6pm 
11 June—Safeguarding Children Conference 
13 June—Star 102.7 Breakfast Show at School 
17 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson Park 
17 June—Report cards posted 
22-24 June—Year 5 & 6 Camp 
24 June—Last day of term 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 

 

From the Principal continued 

St Monica's College Open Day. 
 

St Monica's College will be open to prospective stu-

dents and their families on Thursday June 2 2016, 

between  4.00 pm - 6.00 pm.  

 

Please call the 

College to register 

the number of 

people attending, 

Ph 40424800. 

Please use the  

Abbott St entrance 

on the day.  

Thank you. 

BOOKCLUB 

Bookclub    

brochures have 

been sent home. 

Please place 

your order 

online by   

Monday 30th May. If you need 

to pay with cash, orders must 

be returned to school no  

later than Monday 30th May. 

You are able to order online   

after the due date however 

please be aware that your   

order will not be delivered 

with the normal delivery. 

Thank you 

Molly. 

http://www.2016safeguardingchildren.weebly.com
mailto:hwilliams5@cns.catholic.edu.au


 

APRE THOUGHTS 
Reflecting upon what has occurred so 

far this term, I was struck with 

the realisation that our children 

at St. Michael’s truly do live the 

St. Michael’s Way with 

enthusiasm.  Just in the past two weeks we 

have had children achieve great results both 

academically and on the sporting field.  In 

particular I’d like to mention the children that last 

week competed in the Cross Country events; Coby, 

Paris, Marley and Jesse.  These children were a 

brilliant example of persistence and resilience, 

training often and with effort.  Marley is such a true 

example of putting in the extra yards, I know that he 

trained extra hard and his work paid off – he came 

first! 

 

Academically, we have seen children make 

significant progress from the start of the year until 

now.  This is the time of year that assessments are 

finalised towards report card writing.  I had one 

teacher report to me of a child that doubled their 

reading levels.  Once again, the persistence and 

resilience that is needed to make such gains is 

significant.  As a parent, one of the greatest supports 

you can offer your child educationally is to ask them 

about their learning and open up the conversation 

about how they’re progressing before report cards 

come home.  Conversation starters could include 

‘What did you learn today?’, ‘What  do you think 

you’re getting better at this year?’, ‘What was the 

result of your spelling test this week/how is that 

different from last week?’, ‘Did any learning trick you 

today? What did you do?”.  This is all a part of 

making learning visible, enabling children to be 

active participants in learning.   

 

Sacramental Program 

If you would like your child to participate in the 

Sacramental Program for Eucharist and 

Confirmation this year, you will need to attend an 

information session for parents that will be held 

tomorrow Tuesday, May 24th at 6:30pm in the 

Church.  Children who have been Baptised and 

made their Reconciliation are ready to make these 

Sacraments. 

During this session, the following will be addressed: 

 What the children will be learning during 

school leading up to these Sacraments  

 What parental support is required 

 Cost of the Programs 

 Dress  

 Registration  

 

Liturgy 

Year One will celebrate Liturgy this Thursday in the 

Church at 9am.  The theme of their Liturgy is 

friendship.  All parents and carers are most welcome 

to join the prayer service. 

 

Special Prayer 

Last week Sr. Patricia Butterfield RSM passed away 

peacefully.  Sr. Patricia was a Sister of Mercy, and 

strongly connected to many schools in the Parish.  

She had worked in the past for St. Michael’s, 

however from 1995 was very involved with Babinda 

and St. Rita’s School and Parish.  Sr. Patricia was 

an extremely generous lady, giving a great deal of 

time to the service of schools and the elderly.  Our 

prayers are with Sr. Patricia, her family and her 

Parish. 

 

Try to meet all with peace and ease  

(Catherine McAuley) 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 

 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

 

May 

23rd Charles Brain 

25th Flynn Eden 

26th Isaac Flanagan 

 Andrew Oxford 

 Nina Piccolo 

 Luke Powell 

28th Caitlin Hudson 

29th James Evans 
 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES were processed on Friday 

6th May. If you have not received your 

statements please email 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au 

to receive a copy. Due date for school fees is 

the 27th May. First reminder statements will be 

emailed to families on Friday afternoon. Health Care Card, 

Pension Card or sibling discount cannot be back dated. If you 

have a Health Care Card or a Pension Card you may be eligible 

for a discount on your fees. See Justine or Dorina in the Office 

for these codes.  If you have any enquires regarding finances a 

request is to  be emailed to  Justine on  email address 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. If your 

child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time due 

to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request a letter 

either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you for your  

co-operation with this matter. A reminder that is your child/ren 

are absent for more than two consecutive days a medical 

certificate is required for administration. 

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. All parents and carers are also 

required to sign in at the front desk for a visitors pass. Thank 

you for your help with this. Please see Dorina in the Office for 

the form. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Every Wednesday in Administration Building @ 8.00am. 

 

SCHOOL NETBALL practice is every Wednesday from        

3-4pm . Semi-Finals are on the 26th @ 4.50pm, St Michael’s 

are up against Bentley Park College. Children need to be at  

Bentley Park Stadium no later than 4.30pm please. Good luck 

to you all. Have fun! 
 

Additional Contacts for Children 

Please keep your contact details up to date for emergency 

purposes. We are finding there are a lot of old contact details in 

the system. Grandparents and relatives who will be picking 

children up on a regular basis need to be added to your child's 

contacts for administration to allow them to collect your  

child/ren. Email secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au for 

changes. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Have a wonderful week!  

Justine Hind 

CALENDAR 2016  
 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
May 
  Premier’s Reading Challenge until 26th August 
Tue 24th Biggest Morning Tea 
Wed 25th National Simultaneous Reading Day 
Thur 26th Netball Bentley Park Semi– Finals @ 4.50pm v’s Bentley 
  Park College 
Fri 27th  Year 1 Assembly @ 9am 
June 
Fri 3rd  Year 3—6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
Mon 6th Year 3 Assembly 
Fri 10th  Year 4 Assembly 
  School Disco 
  Junior Sports Carnival—Prep—Year 2 
  Blue, Yellow or Green Coloured Polo Shirts Needed 
Mon 13th Star 102.7FM Breakfast Show 7-9am 
Fri 17th  Year 6 Assembly 
  Senior Athletics Day @ Johnson Park 
  Report cards posted home. School fees must be  
  finalized to receive your child/ren’s report cards 
Mon 20th NAIDOC Liturgy 
Tues 21st P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed  22nd Year 5/6 Camp  Echo Creek  Adventure Centre 
Until Fri 24th   
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Fri 15th Confirmation @ 6pm 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
August 
Mon 8th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016 

 
School Fees are due on Friday 27th May 

Reminder—School Fees are due 

27th May 2016 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

St Michael’s Sports News 
Good Luck Portia and Glen 

Best of luck to Portia and Glen Eden 

as they head with mum to Columbia to 

compete at the BMX World 

Championships. Portia finished 3rd in this event 

last year and is aiming to finish a few places 

higher. Glen is also competing in the 40 – 44 year 

age group. What a great achievement for both of 

them being at such an event. 
 

Peninsula District Cross Country 

Congratulations to Marley Wagner, 

Coby Cream, Jesse Ziegler and Paris 

Cream who represented Mulgrave at 

the Peninsula Cross Country last 

Friday. 

Race results: 

Coby Cream 14th           Paris Cream 31st  

Jesse Ziegler 17th        Marley Wagner 1st  

A massive congratulations, to Marley Wagner 

who finished first in the Under 11’s Boys event. 

Marley will now represent Peninsula Region at the 

Queensland Cross Country Championship in 

Maryborough later this year. Good luck Marley. 

Peninsula Touch Football 

Congratulations to Jasmin Maggs 

who was selected to represent 

Peninsula Region in the Under 12 

Girl’s Touch Football Team. 

Jasmin will now compete at the 

Queensland Touch Football 

Championships in Roma later this 

year. All the best Jasmin.  

St Michael’s Athletics Trial Day 

On Friday 3rd June our Year 3 - 6 students will 

travel to Johnson Park to take part in our Trial 

Day. This is the day where we select students 

for their 80 or 100m, 200m, discus and long jump 

events in preparation for our Athletics Carnival 

which is on Friday 17th June. 

All students will be transported to and from 

Johnson Park. They will be at the park for the 

following times: 

 9 year olds (Years 3 and 4)  

 8.45am – 10.35am 

 8 and 10 year olds   (Years 3,4 and 5)  

 10. 50am – 12.40pm 

 11 and 12 year olds  (Years 5 and 6)     

12.55pm – 2.35pm 

Students will need to wear their colour team 

shirt on this day (Mulgrave, Russell or Barron), 

sports shorts, school hat, sunscreen and good 

running shoes. They will also need to bring a 

water bottle. 
 

St Michael’s Athletics Day – Friday 17th June 

We will need parent helpers on this day to assist 

with set up and pack up and also all Track and 

Field Events. Helpers will be required to assist 

staff members with shot put, discus, long jump, 

high jump and running events. This assistance is 

as simple as measuring distances, returning 

equipment, attending the high jump bar, etc. 

We cannot run this day successfully withour your 

assistance. Please return the slip below if you can 

assist on the day. 
 

John Gravagna 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 
 

Prep A Sophie Leotta 

  For enjoying Maths rotations. You are becoming  

  a Maths Wiz! 

Prep B Tamieka Little 

  Her growing confidence and persistence with all  

  work activities 

  Evie Walsh 

  Her fantastic ability to bounce back when things  

  don’t go perfectly 

Year 1A Kyron Arcidiacono 

  For working hard to complete your writing to the 

  best of your ability. Great job! 

  Odin D’Orchimont 

  For working hard to complete your writing to the 

  best of your ability. Great job! 

Year 1B Arlia Alloway 

  For making excellent progress with you r   

  reading. Well done! 

  Jermaine Kynuna 
  For “working tuff” with your writing. Great work 

  Jermaine! 

Year 2A Sam van den Bos 

  For his engagement and inquiry in science this  

  week. You certainly are a wonderful scientist 

  Zac Northage 
  For his engagement and inquiry in science this  

  week. You certainly are a wonderful scientist 

Year 2B Riley Cheshire 

  For giving your best effort every time. 

Year 3A Rylan Jansen 

  For always challenging yourself during class  

  activities. Keep up the great work! 

  Brooke Sheehan 

  For looking after your classmates. Your kind and 

  caring attitude is the St Michael’s Way! 

Year 3B Chloe Savage 

  For confidently giving your best during our  

  Naplan tests 

  Kellen Steinberg 

  For working hard on your poetry writing this  

  week 

Year 4A Phoenix Grieves 

  Working hard to follow instructions 

  Caitlin Hudson 

  Amazing work. Well done! 

Year 4B Paddy Bassani 

  For working well and always trying hard to get  

  his work completed.  

Year 5A Chenisha Yeatman 

  For respectful participation in Church Mass. 

Year 6A Rickell Andrews 

  For your persistence to achieve your learning at  

  your best! 

  Kyle Quirk 

  For a great jumpstart to being our class police  

  officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6B Grace Hession 

  Your consistent, quality contributions to all class  

  activities  

  Mathew Hudson 
  Demonstrating organisation with your script  

  writing 

 

 

 

Lawson Fudala, Todd Bounghi, Paul Neal, Sienna Hodgson 

and Mrs Kylie Schmerl. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Keely Harris, Emily Warncke,  Madisyn Jones, Simon 
McGowan, Tatum Van Drie, Marlgun Wagner, Elliot Arthur and 
Brenton Miller 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

This week, at St Michael’s there was a rumour 

that the Red Fox would come by 

the prep  

classrooms to steal jelly beans 

and Arabella the caterpillar.  

The rumour was TRUE! 
 

After assembly, the tall Red 

Fox crept into the prep rooms to 

steal our precious jelly beans 

and Arabella the caterpillar. Luckily, a Super 

Hero was lurking in the shadows and saved the 

day! 

Armed with a trusty spray bottle of water, our 

Super Hero sprayed the  Red 

Fox with a special potion that  

transformed the Red Fox into 

a Friendly Fox who thanked us 

for sharing our jelly beans and 

also invited Arabella the caterpillar to spend 

the day with her. It was such a fun Friday  

morning.  

(postscript: a big thank you to The Red Fox and 

The Super Hero…. who looked  

suspiciously like Ms Hind and Ms Colleen)  

 

From the Prep Rooms 

URGENTLY NEEDED for St Michael's School 

Needed: a piano accompanist for the choir for 

Eisteddfod. Will need to play three to four 

songs. Need three to four practises with the 

choir before the day and then needed for the 

whole morning of Tuesday 21st June at TAS 

school in Whiterock.  

If you are interested or know someone who 

could help us please contact the choir  

conductor Mrs Kylie Schmerl at school email 

on kschmerl@cns.catholic.edu.au 

BOOKCLUB 

Bookclub is due next Monday 

30th May. Late orders will 

need to be ordered on line. 



 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol your 

child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 

Reminder—School Fees are due 

27th May 2016 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


