
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
This Thursday March 17th we celebrate St 
Patrick’s Day. As you may already be aware St 
Patrick’s Day is a cultural and religious 
celebration occurring annually. This day 
celebrates the life and traditions of the most 
commonly-recognised patron saint of Ireland, 
Saint Patrick (c. AD 385–461).  Saint Patrick's 
Day was made an official Christian feast day in 
the early seventeenth century and is observed 
by the Catholic Church as well as other 
Christian churches. The day commemorates 
Saint Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in 
Ireland, as well as celebrating the heritage and 
culture of the Irish in general.  It does have 
some significance for our own community in 
that the school was originally staffed by Irish 
nuns as part of the Sisters of Mercy and we 
currently have a priest in Father Jude who has 
an Irish heritage. So Happy St Patrick’s Day to 
everyone with an Irish heritage. 
 

School Photos 

THIS THURSDAY we will also be having our 

school photo day.  ALL students are asked 

to wear their FORMAL school uniform (NOT 

sports uniforms) with black shoes.  Please 

ensure that students are looking their best 

for this day.  Thank you for your support. 
 

P& F Meeting 

A reminder to all parents that our next 
P&F meeting will be held tonight, March 

15th, at 5.30pm.  We would love to see lots 
of parents come along and have a say in 

your child’s school.  The meetings are only 
an hour in length at most and you will be 
welcomed with open arms if you attend.  

Looking forward to seeing more new faces. 
 

School Holidays 
The Easter Vacation begins on Thursday 

24th March.  School resumes on Monday 
11th April. 
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Prayer for the Week 

An Irish Blessing 
I wish you not a path devoid of clouds, 

Nor a life on a bed of roses. 
Nor, that you might never need regret, 

Nor that you should never feel pain. 
No, this is not my wish for you. My wish for you is: 

That you might be brave in times of trial 
When other’s lay crosses upon your shoulders. 

When mountains must be climbed and chasms crossed, 
When hope scarce shines through. 

When every gift God gave you might grow along with you, 
And let you give the gift of joy to all who care for you. 

That you might always have a friend who is worth that name. 
Whom you can trust. 

And hope will be, in times of sadness, 
Who will defy the storms of life by your side. 

One more wish for you: 
That in every hour of joy and pain, you may be close to God. 

This is my wish for you and those who are close to you. 
This is my hope for you, now and forever. 
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Cross Country Congratulations 

Well done to all those children who 
participated in our school cross country 

last Friday. Whilst it was overcast and very 
humid with the occasional shower 

throughout the morning all of the students 
got into the spirit of the day with great 
determination and resilience and tried their 

best.  A special thanks to Mr Gravagna and 
the staff who helped to organize this event.  

Also a huge thanks to the large numbers of 
parents who assisted with supervision and 
ensuring the safety of our students. 
 

Congratulations 

Well done to the following students who 
received a principal’s award for last week—

Natahlia Neemia, Kyle Horwood, Brooklyn 
Wallwork, Brooke Sheehan, Ella Tracey, 
Jenna White, Sophia Leotta, Faith 

Richards, Maddison Ganley, Jacob Van 
Den Bos and Dante Misic. 

 
Day of Action Against Bullying 
St Michael’s has registered for the National 

Day of Action Against Bullying on Friday 
18th March.  This may also be a great 

opportunity for parents to discuss our 
value of respect and what it means in your 
family.  St Michael’s actively teaches 

students “The St Michael’s Way” and this 
day offers us an opportunity to explicitly 
teach students about bullying and how this 

damages relationships within our 
community. 

The National Day of Action Against Bullying 
and Violence is an opportunity for 
students, teachers, parents and the whole 

community to take a stand together against 
bullying and violence. This annual day 

provides a focus for schools who want to 
say Bullying. No way! and to strengthen 
their everyday messages that bullying and 

violence at school are not okay at any time. 
The day is an initiative of all Australian 
Education Ministers, with the first one 

celebrated nationally in 2011.  Additional 
information can be found on the website 

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/national

-day/  
There is information for parents available 

on the parent’s portal http://
www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/parents/
index.html 

 
Palm Sunday Mass 
Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus’ triumphant 

entry into Jerusalem where he was greeted 
by crowds of people waving Palm branches. 

It is one of the important feasts in the 
Church’s calendar and is the beginning of 
Holy Week which celebrates Jesus’s death 

and resurrection. St Michael’s School will 
be leading the parish mass which takes 

place on Palm Sunday 20th March at 
8am.  The school choir will be singing at 
the mass. I would like to encourage as 

many children as possible come along to 
celebrate this special day with our parish.  
 

The mass will have a different flavor to it 

with a procession taking place where we 
will have the opportunity to wave palms 
during a procession. In the procession one 

of our students has been selected to ride a 
donkey (or small horse) symbolizing Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  
 

The Mass will also have a Papua New 
Guinea flavor with some of the PNG 

parishioners from across our diocese 
attending. They will be in their traditional 
costumes and will certainly add lots of 

colour and life to the liturgy with some of 
the PNG traditional music and dancing 

being a part of the liturgy.  

 
Prep 2017 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2017.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 
will begin interviews in Term 2.  Don’t miss out 
on a place for your child!! 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
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APRE THOUGHTS 
Palm Sunday 

This Sunday is Palm Sunday.  Our 

school will be involved in a Parish 

Mass at 8am, with school children 

joining in with the entrance procession 

and singing in the choir.   
 

St Patrick’s Day 

Thursday is St. Patrick’s Day.  Our Year 6 Spirit 
Committee children will join the Parish in Mass and 
gather in the Hall for songs and morning tea with 
the community. 
 

The following prayer is an ancient prayer for 
protection calling for God’s help against all harm.  
On both Saint Patrick’s Day, and during Lent, it is 
perhaps timely to think about the ways in which 

Christ is with you, before you, behind you, in you… 
how does God guide and protect you? 

 

Prayer 
“Christ, be with me, Christ before me, Christ behind 
me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above 

me. . . . May your salvation, O Lord, be ever with us.” 
-- Saint Patrick 

 

Andrew Chinn 

On Wednesday March 16th Andrew Chinn will be 

performing a concert for the school children in the 

Church from 11.15am.  Parents are most welcome to 

join us. 
 

National Day of Action Against Bullying and 

Violence 

 Friday the 18th is a National Day of Action Against 

Bullying and Violence.  Children will be involved in 

activities that increase their understanding of the 

need for respect and community and promote 

harmony.  Perhaps as a family you can make time to 

have a simple prayer, light a candle and have a 

minute’s silence for victims of violence. 
 

Holy Week 

Next week we begin our journey into Holy Week.  

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday a Prayer 

Gallery Walk will be set up in the Hall.  The children 

will be creating prayer spaces to reflect each of the 

key stories of Holy Week, parents are most welcome 

to view this gallery.  Further information will be 

published in next week’s newsletter. 
 

God Bless, Sarah Hession 

 

 

We loved visiting you! 
 

St Mary’s College 

Principal, Mr David 

Harris and student 

prefects met St 

Michael’s Year 5 

students last week. 

It was a wonderful 

visit! 

Free Dress Day Friday 18th 

Raising funds for caritas 

Gold coin Donation 



Michael Grose’s top 10 parenting 

tips for school meetings 
http://parentingideasschools.com.au/Helping-Parents/Parent-Teacher-

interviews  
 

By Michael Grose 
 

Conferences and meetings between 

parents and professionals offer an 

opportunity to discover a child’s 

progress; share information or resolve 

social and learning challenges.  They 

can also be the source of conflict and 

stress as views can differ so it helps to 

remember that everyone’s goal is to work from the best interests 

of a child or young person.  Here are some tips to help make the 

meeting or conference more productive and less stressful for 

everyone involved: 
 

1.  Confirm the meeting  
If the meeting has been called by someone at the school then 

confirm that you will be attending. Confirm also if someone 

such as another parent, family member, friend or professional 

will be attending the meeting. If in doubt, find out if more than 

one person will be attending from your child’s school, including 

an outside professional such as a speech therapist of other 

specialist. 
 

2. Work from a fresh slate 

Sometimes meetings can be marred before they start as negative 

past experiences can carry residual resentment. Every new 

meeting offers a fresh opportunity to create better outcomes for 

your child. 
 

3. Prepare well 

Before a meeting or conference, list any questions that you want 

to raise. Keep the questions short and to the point. Similarly, it 

may be useful to list some of your child’s strengths and areas of 

improvement that you’ve seen at home. Writing information 

down in advance ensures that your point of view is expressed 

and that critical information is covered. Similarly, make sure 

you take notes during the meeting so that vital information isn’t 

missed. 
 

4. Listen first Give the teacher a chance to make an assessment 

of your child’s progress or behaviour. This may sound obvious 

but some meetings never get off the ground because an 

enthusiastic parent takes over. 
 

5. Ask specific questions 

Clarify the information you don’t understand, asking for 

concrete examples. Drill down to get a clear picture of any 

issues involving behaviour or learning. “So he doesn’t listen in 

class. Specifically, when does he seem to tune out?”If your 

conference is student-led then take your cues from teacher and 

your child. Be prepared to ask specific questions that show your 

interest; display your understanding of what your child is 

showing you and also may help you form a true picture of your 

child as a learner. 
 

6. Stay solution-focused 

If your child’s behavioural or learning challenges are discussed 

it’s tempting to be defensive or sceptical. Ask for concrete 

examples to help you gain a clear understanding from the 

teacher’s perspective. Look over the proof offered such as 

observational records or testing results using these as the basis 

for moving towards a solution. Ask the teacher and other 

professionals what any test results may mean in terms of 

progress, strengths, needs and further support. 
 

7. Remain calm 

If the meeting doesn’t go well, stay calm. Meetings involving 

your own child can be very emotive because you and your 

child’s teacher are often discussing issues that are outside your 

direct control. Calmly stating your needs and views is far more 

effective than general accusations or inflexibly taking a stand. 

Ask for a break if you need one, even suggesting you meet at 

another time if your emotions are taking over. 
 

8. Consider there are many ways to be right 

Keep in mind that everyone wants the same thing- your child to 

make progress. Teachers view your child through a different 

lens than you and their conclusions and solutions can seem at 

odds with your own views. It may be at these times that you 

need to trust the professionalism of your child’s teacher who 

has more than likely experienced these same challenges before. 
 

9. Ask what you can do 

Show your commitment to producing better results by asking 

for exercises that you can do at home to develop skills. It may 

be a good opportunity to ask for recommendations for outside 

resources to help you and your child. Often teachers know 

about camps, activities, organisations or events that can 

encourage educational and social growth. 
 

10. Consider how to discuss at home  

Once a meeting is over consider how you will talk about it with 

your child. Discuss areas that need work in positive, specific 

terms. “We talked about your reading and your teacher 

suggested that we need to….” Involve your child in discussing 

plans for improvement. Make sure these plans are doable rather 

than overwhelming him or her with an exhaustive list of 

suggestions. Small inroads in progress or improved behaviour 

have been found to have a snowball effect, impacting on 

broader areas of improvement. 

 

Parent teacher meetings and conferences take many formats 

including the direct involvement of children. Regardless of the 

format you will be more effective if you go in with a positive 

attitude, an approachable demeanour, and a willingness to work 

collaboratively with your child’s teacher to reach the best 

outcomes possible for your child. 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 

 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://parentingideasschools.com.au/Helping-Parents/Parent-Teacher-interviews
http://parentingideasschools.com.au/Helping-Parents/Parent-Teacher-interviews


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES have been processed. 

Payment was due on the 29th February.  

Please contact the office if you have not 

received your fees yet. Thank you for your 

prompt payment. Fees need to be finalised for 

Term 1 on Thursday 24th March 2016 

ABSENT CHILDREN if your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. Thank 

you for your co-operation with this matter. 

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. Thank you for your 

help with this. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents 

tab then newsletters, the password is stmichaels, 

please be reminded that password  access is for parents and 

students of St Michael’s only.  
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Thursday 17th March is the day for school photos. All children 

are required to wear their formal school uniform. Sibling 

photos need a separate order form which can be collected from 

the front office. If your children are School Captains, Sports 

Captains, Student Council, Spirit Committee, Choir or Football 

they are an extra order on the individual order forms. 
 

LOST PROPERTY  

There are a lot of lost property items at the front desk of the 

administration and in our lost property bin underneath the stairs 

next to the uniform shop. Can parents and students please 

check to see if any belong to you. Items will be discarded at the 

end of every term. Thank you for checking items. 
 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Last school banking day for Term 1 will be Wednesday 

16th March. Jenelle will be presenting the Term 1 school 

banking award on assembly on Friday 18th March. 
 

Laugh for the week:  How do you count cows???  

With a COWCULATOR hahhhaaaaaaa!!  

 

Have a wonderful week! Justine Hind 

CALENDAR 2016  
March  
Tue 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed 16th Year 4 Liturgy @ 9am 
  Andrew Chinn Concert @ 11.15am 
Thur 17th Whole School Photo Day 
  St Patrick’s Day 
Fri 18th  FREE DRESS DAY GOLD COIN DONATION FOR CARITAS 
  Year 4 Prayer Assembly @ 8.35am 
  Cairns Penny School Banking Award Presentation  
  Day a Action Against Bullying 
Sun 20th Palm Sunday @ 8.00am 
Wed 23rd Choir and Student Council School Photos 
Thur 24th School Concludes  
Fri 25th  Good Friday 
 
 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
April 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Southern Corridor Cup First Game  (Netball) 
Mon 25th Anzac Day 
May 
Mon 2nd Labour Day 
Mon 9th St Monica’s and St Augustine’s Visit Year 5 
  @ 9.00-10.30am 
Sun 15th Pentecost @ 8.00am 
Tues 17th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
June 
Fri 10th  School Disco 
Tues 21st P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed  22nd Year 5/6 Camp  Echo Creek  Adventure Centre 
Until Fri 24th  Camp Fees processed in Term 1 Fees 
 
 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Fri 15th Confirmation @ 6pm 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
August 
Mon 8th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
 
 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 
December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol 

your child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/
https://bookings.parentteacheronline.com.au/Logon2.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdefault.aspx%3fschool%3dmm3qv&school=mm3qv


Sport News 
St. Michael’s Cross Country 
 

What an awesome School Cross Country we 
had last Friday. The conditions were quite 
pleasant and our students did a great job. 
 

What a wonderful effort from all our students. In the end 
Russell was our Cross Country Champions. It was a very 
close competition all day, well done to all three teams. 
The final results were: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUN RUN WINNERS were Russell who 

ran more laps and were prepared and ready for Cross 
Country. 

Russell         2473 

Barron        2402 

Mulgrave    2367 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age Champions 

Congratulations to our age champions and all medal 
winners, you performed to your best. Age Champions 
were: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Record 
Breaker                          

We had one record 
broken on the day by 
Marlgun Wagner. 
Marley broke his 
brother Gurriji’s 
record from 2013 in 
the 11 year boys 
event. Marley ran 
13min 13sec to 
Gurriji’s 13min 22 
sec. Well done 
Marley. 
 
 
John Gravagna 

Russell    224 
Barron     192 
Mulgrave 177 

BOYS 
  

12 yrs – Brenton Miller 
11 yrs – Marlgun Wagner 
10 yrs – Coby Cream 
  9 yrs – Ashlee Jones 
  8 yrs – Jack Maggs 
  7 yrs  - Jayden Smith 
  6 yrs – Chae Weidner 
  

GIRLS 
  
12 yrs – Paris Cream 
11 yrs – Ellex Toohey 
10 yrs – Shantali Connolly 
  9 yrs – Ava McIntyre 
  8 yrs – Rylee Whitby 
  7 yrs – Eryn Quirk 
  6 yrs – Isabella Neemia 

  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

Faith Richards, Mr Gravagna, Jacob Van Den Bos, 
Maddison Ganley, Kyle Horwood, Brooke Sheehan, Ella 
Tracey, Brooklyn Wallwork, Natahlia Neemia, Dante 
Misic, Jenna White, Sophie Leotta.   

  
Mulan Neal 
won the 
basket of 
goodies in the 
raffle to raise 
money for 
Caritas. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National day of action against bullying 2016 

On Friday 18th March our school is proud to participate in the 

National day of action against bullying.   

At our school we aim to create a safe and supportive school 

community for everyone. Sometimes, it can be difficult for 

parents or carers to know what to do when their child talks to 

them about bullying. You are an important part of our work to 

prevent bullying and to respond effectively if it happens. 

Stopping bullying involves everyone. 

If your child talks to you about bullying:  

1. Listen calmly and get the full story. Your calm response is 

important to allow your child to tell you all about the situation. 

After they’ve told you their story, ask questions to get more 

details if you need to: who, what, where, when. Although you 

may feel some strong emotions about your child’s experience, 

try to keep calm to avoid more distress to your child.  

2. Reassure your child they are not to blame. Many children 

blame themselves and this may make them feel even worse. 

You could say things like, ‘That sounds really hard to deal 

with. No one should have to put up with that.’ or ‘I’m so glad 

you told me. You should be able to feel safe at school; that’s 

not fair at all’. 

 3. Ask your child what they want to do and what they want 

you to do. A critical part of your response is to avoid jumping 

in to solve the problem. While it is natural to want to protect 

your child, helping them to find their own solution is a better 

option. It helps them feel they have some power in the 

situation.  

4. Visit www.bullyingnoway.gov.auto find some strategies. 

The website has tips and ideas for different bullying situations. 

One idea is to practise strategies at home to help your child 

feel more confident.  

5. Contact the school. Your child may be reluctant for you to 

do this, so discuss the idea and reassure them that the school 

would want to know and is able to help. Make an appointment 

to meet with your child’s teacher and, if you need to, ask to 

talk with the principal. Contact the school immediately if you 

have a concern about your child’s safety.  

6. Check in regularly with your child. Keep the conversation 

going. It can take time to resolve issues, so check in regularly 

with your child about their experiences and their feelings. Your 

ongoing support is important.    Alyce Cahill  
 

 

March 

15th Grace Hession  19th Clover Collins 

17th Evie Gravagna   Hannah French 

 Macy Poynting 

18th Dante Misic 
   

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au


 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

TYCs Easter School Holiday Drama Activities 5yrs – 12yrs 
Spin along to TYC for our upcoming Awesome Autumn Drama 
Programs (5yrs - 12yrs) these Holidays and get your early bird 
saving & TYC Student Discount! First up we have our Four-Day 
Drama School Program, Around the Bend with Adventure 
Timez: The Magic is Back! (29/3 – 1/4: 9am - 3pm) with Special 
National Guest Artist, Australian Theatre for Young People. 
Next up with have our Autumn Drama One-Day Program with Za-
ny Impro (4/5: 9am - 3pm). Then to finish off the holidays we have 
another Four-Day Drama School Program, Wizarding Worlds: 
Fantastic Beasts and Treats (5/4 - 8/4: 9am - 3pm), with Special 
Local Guest Artist, Hayley Gillespie. Explore acting, costumes, 
lighting, sound and multimedia elements, finishing with a creative 
performance on the final afternoon. Learn the essentials of stage 
performance through improvisation, role-play and characterization 
activities and then perform in front of a live audience with cos-
tumes, sets, props, sound effects, live projections and theatrical 
lighting!! Book today and get your Early Bird Saving before Sat 
March 19. For more information phone 40414066, 
email info@theyoungcompany.com.au or visit our web-
site www.theyoungcompany.com.au 

mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


