
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
As we draw closer to the end of what has been 
a very busy term, I thought that it was a timely 
opportunity to offer a reflection on ‘Taking Time’.  
With our busy lives, each of us can be 
considered ‘time poor’.  So with this in mind, it is 
even more important to take the time for the 
important things in life.  We don’t always have to 
be ‘busy’ or ‘doing things’.  Sometimes we just 
need to ‘be’. Have a great week! 
 
P& F Meeting 

A reminder to all parents that our next P&F 
meeting will be held tonight, 17th March at 
5.30pm.  We would love to see more 

parents come along and have a say in your 
child’s school.  The meetings are only an 

hour in length at most and you will be 
welcomed with open arms if you attend.  
Looking forward to seeing more new faces. 

 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2016.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 
will begin interviews in Term 2.  If you know of 
any families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 

please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
 
Fire Drill 

Each semester, the whole school has a fire drill 

practice to ensure our ability to safely evacuate in an 

emergency.  We have had a fire drill this week, so if 

your child comes home and tells you about it, you 

will know that it is just a practice run. 

 
School Holidays 

The Easter Vacation begins on Thursday 
2nd April.  School resumes on Monday 
20th April. 
 
P&F Social Function 
Our P&F have organized a social function for Friday 27th 
March at 5.30pm at the Gordonvale Pool.  It is a great 
opportunity to get together.  Please return your forms if you 
intend to come along.  A reminder that children must have 
a supervising adult in attendance. 
 
Congratulations 

Well done to the following students who 
received a principal’s award last week—

Thomas Curley, Kyan Stanfield, Charlie 
Pike and Deandra Volpi. 
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Prayer for the Week 

 Take Time 
Take time to rest—it is the foundation of health and vitality. 

Take time to think—it is the source of achievement. 
Take time to read—it is the foundation of wisdom. 
Take time to play—it is the secret of staying young. 

Take time to be quiet—it is the opportunity to seek God. 
Take time to share—it is too short a life to be selfish 

Take time to be aware—it is the opportunity to help others. 
Take time to laugh—it’s the music of the heart. 

Take time to be loved—it nourishes the soul. 
Take time to be friendly—it is the road to happiness. 
Take time to pray—it is the greatest power on earth. 

Take time to dream—it’s the well of inspiration. 
There is time for everything. 

‘There is a season for everything, a time for every occupation under heaven’  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Saint Patrick's Day 

St Patrick’s Day is a cultural and religious 

celebration occurring annually on 17 March, the 

death date of the most commonly-recognised patron 

saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick (c. AD 385–461).  

Saint Patrick's Day was made an official Christian 

feast day in the early seventeenth century and is 

observed by the Catholic Church, the Anglican 

Communion (especially the Church of Ireland), the 

Eastern Orthodox Church and Lutheran Church. The 

day commemorates Saint Patrick and the arrival of 

Christianity in Ireland, as well as celebrating the 

heritage and culture of the Irish in general.  

Celebrations generally involve public parades and 

festivals, céilithe, and the wearing of green attire or 

shamrocks.  Happy St Patrick’s Day to everyone 

with Irish heritage. 
 

St Joseph’s Feast Day 
On 19th March, Catholics celebrate the Feast 
Day of St Joseph, husband of Mary and foster 
father of Jesus.  We look to St Joseph as a 
model for all fathers who care for their children. 
 

Day of Action Against Bullying 

St Michael’s has registered for the National Day of 

Action Against Bullying on Friday 20th March.  

This may also be a great opportunity for parents to 

discuss our value of respect and what it means in 

your family.  St Michael’s actively teaches students 

“The St Michael’s Way” and this day offers us an 

opportunity to explicitly teach students about 

bullying and how this damages relationships within 

our community. 

The National Day of Action Against Bullying and 

Violence is an opportunity for students, teachers, 

parents and the whole community to take a stand 

together against bullying and violence. This annual 

day provides a focus for schools who want to say 

Bullying. No way! and to strengthen their everyday 

messages that bullying and violence at school are 

not okay at any time. 

The day is an initiative of all Australian Education 

Ministers, with the first one celebrated nationally in 

2011.  Additional information can be found on the 

website http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/national-

day/about.html 

There is information for parents available on the 

parent’s portal http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/

parents/index.html 

 

Feast of the Annunciation 
On Thursday 26th March we celebrate the Feast 
of the Annunciation when the Angel Gabriel 
came to Mary, asking her to be the mother of 
Jesus.  This feast day reminds us that we can 
say ‘Yes’ to God as we are called to have Jesus 
come into our lives each day. 
 

Important Dates for Term 1 
Tues 17th Mar—P&F Meeting 5.30pm 
Fri 20th Mar—School Cross Country 
Thurs 26th Mar—Photo Day 
Sun 29th Mar—Palm Sunday School/Parish 
Mass 
31 Mar-2 Apr—Yr 5/6 Camp @ Tinaroo 
Thurs 2rd Apr—Last day of term 
Fri 3rd Apr—Good Friday 
 

Palm Sunday Mass 
St Michael’s School will be leading our parish 
mass on Palm Sunday 29th March at 8am.  The 
choir will be singing and we would like to see as 
many children come along as possible to 
celebrate this special day.   
 

Year 5/6 Camp 
Our senior students will be heading off to their 
annual camp at Lake Tinaroo from Tuesday 31st 
March to Thursday 2nd April.  Thanks to the staff 
who will be giving up their time to attend camp 
with the students. 
 

Additional Yearly Levy 
St Michael’s School uses the PAT testing program which 
provides standardized testing for students.  This 
information is essential to track and monitor student 
progress. PAT Resource Centre provides online support 
to teachers which gives information around intervention 
strategies to assist student learning and progress.  The 
cost per student from Year 2-6 for this will be $7 which will 
be added to your Term 2 school fee account.  The 
information provided will be invaluable in allowing 
teachers to individualise work for children. 
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Egg Recall 

Queensland Health has issued an alert in relation to 

the recent cases of salmonella in Queensland and has 

asked QCEC to assist in communicating advice on 

this alert. Some types of Darling Downs eggs have 

been recalled due to potential contamination. The 

recall applies to Darling Downs Fresh Eggs and 

Mountain Range Eggs (350g, 500g, 600g and 700g) 

including free range and caged eggs, specifically 

those: • eggs stamped with a number from 036 up to 

and including 063 • coming from cartons with Best 

Before dates between 26/03/15 and 22/04/15. These 

products should not be eaten and should be disposed 

of immediately. For information on egg safety refer 

to Queensland Health's Food Safety Fact sheet. 

People should seek medical advice if they are 

concerned about their health.  

 
Important Dates Term 2 
20 April—School resumes 
21 April—Dancefever begins—every Tuesday 
for the term 
25 April—Anzac Day 
30 April—Michael Mangan Concert 
1 May—Mothers Day Stall Donation Day 
5 May—Mothers Day Stall 
10 May—Mothers Day 
11 May—St Monica’s & St Augustine’s visit at 
8.45am 
12-14 May—NAPLAN Testing 
18 May—Prep & Year 1 Puppet Show—Healthy 
Eating 
22 May— Pentecost Whole School Mass 
27 May—National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
29 May—Yr 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
3 June—Student Principal for a Day 
8 June—Queens Birthday Holiday 
12 June—School Disco & P-2 Athletics Carnival 
19 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson 
Park 
23 June—Confirmation 
26 June—Last day of term 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Visit to Yarrabah 

On Tuesday 10th March, Lea Martin, Antoinette 

Cole, Gerard Kearney and Darren Miller made a 

successful journey to Yarrabah for a meet and greet 

with the families of the children that attend St 

Michael’s School.  The occasion was for each of 

these people to meet the families from Yarrabah to 

get to know each other a little better and for parents 

and teachers to have more of an understanding of 

each other’s needs regarding the children’s 

education.  A special thanks to Antoinette, Lea and 

Gerard for the support they have given Darren Miller 

to make this day happen.  Parents have given a lot of 

helpful feedback, so a great big thank you to the 

parents that attended.  Remember your ideas and 

concerns are a big help to us in attending to your 

child’s needs and for the well being of each child.  

Parents who have any concerns regarding their 

students are welcome to contact Darren through the 

school. 

  

 

 

 

 

Local building company 'Summers Homes' 

is looking for a Receptionist / Admin Support 

Officer to join their team.  School hours 3 - 5 

days per week (flexible).  If you are interested 

please phone Jill on 0427 200 804 or email 

resume to jillian.summers@bigpond.com  

From Our Indigenous From Our Indigenous From Our Indigenous 
Liaison OfficerLiaison OfficerLiaison Officer---DarrenDarrenDarren   
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APRE NEWS 
Being Friends Like Jesus Showed Us:  

The Grade 2s had their Liturgy on 

Friendship, this week.  They all participated 

eagerly and reverently, singing and acting 

out the Gospel.  Well done Grade 2s. 

 

Project Compassion: Many thanks to the 

students, teachers and parent helpers for getting creative and 

giving up their time to raise much needed money to support 

those in need around the world. It is wonderful to see the 

students beginning to understand how 

fortunate we are in Australia. 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM:  In the 

Cairns Diocese, the order for the Sacraments 

is Baptisim, First Reconciliation 

(Confession), Confirmation and First 

Eucharist (Communion).   

Grade 4 students will be participating in the 

Confirmation and First Eucharist Program 

this year.  All students learn about the 

Sacraments in class time, and the Sacramental Rites are held out 

of school time.  Children who have been baptised are able to 

make their Confirmation and First Eucharist.   

Later in the year the Grade 3s will go through the First 

Reconciliation Program.  As the programs get closer, there will 

be more information coming. 

Dates:  

Confirmation: June 23 

First Eucharist: September 13 

First Reconciliation: to be announced 

 

Lyndal Rick 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 
 

School Fees are due and your first reminder 

will be coming via email or in your children’s 

messages by the end of this week. School 

Fees need to be paid promptly. If you did not 

receive your School Fees contact the office 

immediately as fees were due on 27th Feb. 

If you are direct debiting or have a payment plan your family is 

exempt from the due date. The invoice is sent to all families. 

Please contact the office if you are experiencing any  financial 

hardship. 
 

 

Absent/Late Children/Specialists/Visitors and Volunteers 

MUST be reported to the Administration Office at all times 

This is a legal requirement for Health and Safety. Please be 

mindful when emailing or phoning in sick children to note your 

child/children’s class number eg 3A, 5B, Prep A etc. 
 

Please update your email, phone numbers or change of address 

constantly with Dorina or Justine for correspondence. Emailing 

or phoning this information  is perfect. 
 

Enrolments for 2016 Dorina has started to ring families for an 

interview for Prep 2016. Please ensure that you have your 

enrolment package completed and to the office to arrange an 

appointment, they are taking place next term. Don’t miss out! 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS ordering envelopes went home last 

week. Please return to the school as soon as possible. They 

must be returned by the 25th March. There are spare in the 

administration if your child/ren didn’t bring one home. If you 

are wanting sibling photos envelopes are available at the 

Office. Please come to collect. 

 

Bookclub was closed on Friday if you have handed in 

bookclub today, it will be coming home with your child. It will 

need to be ordered online by end of today to be processed in 

this order.  

 

Have a wonderful week! 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 1 Week 4 Fun Run Begins 
 17th  St Patrick’s Day 
  P&F Meeting  @ 5.30pm 
 18th St Michael’s v’s Cairns West SS Football @  
  4.45pm Jones Park Field 1 players be there  
  3.35pm 
 19th St Michael’s v’s Gordonvale SS Netball @ 4.50pm 
  Bentley Park players be there 4.30pm 
 26th SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
 27th Term 1 School Fees TO be Finalized 
 27th  Peninsula Netball Carnival @ Innisfail 
  P&F Pool Party @5.30pm– 7.30pm 
 31st School Camp Year 5 & 6 Compulsory Curriculum  
April 2nd Cost for camp will be processed onto school fees 
 2nd Southern Corridor Cup  finals Finishes 
 2nd Last Day Term 1 
 3rd Good Friday 
 6th  Easter Monday 
Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
  2016 Prep Enrolments Begin 
April 20th School Resumes  
 25th Anzac Day March starts outside front GSS 9am 
 28th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th  Michael Mangan Concert 
May 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 19th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
 29th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
June 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
 23rd  Confirmation 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Prep A Mason Burrows 

  For being a Scottish Gentleman to   

  everyone he meets. He is also Oscar  

  Organised. WOW! 

Year 1A Abigail Evert 

  For being kind and helpful to   

  everyone around you. Great job! 

  Cooper Lynch 

  For always being eager to share  

  information and stories with the  

  class.  We love your enthusiasm. 

Year 1B Chloe Collins 

  For always doing your best. You are  

  a fine example for others to follow.  

  We are blessed to have you in 1B 

Year 2A Ella Tracey 

  For being a kind and helpful friend  

  in the classroom, especially to Kai.  

  You are awesome! 

Year 2B Anthony Marsh 

  For a fantastic effort in Maths this  

  week—Well done! 

Year 3B Ashman Singh 

  For putting in a super effort every single  

  week with your homework! Well done! 

Year 4A Montana –Lee Jones 

  For always behaving respectfully to others 

  Adrian Haslberger 

  Always being ready for learning 

Year 5A Hannah Shelley 

  For always giving your best towards your  

  work and your do it with a smile 

Year 5B George Matthew 

  For demonstrating excellent skills and  

  carefully following instructions 

  Lauren Dobbie 

  For your beautiful  manners and consistent 

  hard work in all activities 

Year 6A Lachlan Crawford  

  For being an energetic, optimistic and  

  friendly member of the St Michael’s  

  Community. Good luck at your new school 

  Mia Owens 

  For your effort and enthusiasm you put  

  into your writing. Great detailed   

  description 

 

      

Year 6B Lydia Ziegler 

  Great academic results—10/10 for   

  multiplication, 10/10 for division, 10/10 for 

  spelling, WOW! 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

17th March  Evie Gravagna 

18th March  Dante Misic 

   Gaige Vella 

19th March  Lydia Ziegler 

22ns March  Chloe Davison 

  St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: A weekend 

away for married couples in peaceful, picturesque sur-

roundings – away from the distractions of everyday 

living.  Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest 

in your most precious asset . . . your Marriage!  This is 

a unique opportunity to recharge your relationship  

batteries, refocus on each other and fall in love all over 

again!   
 

Weekend date: 15th – 17th May 2015 

Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, Ormiston 

QLD  (on Brisbane’s bayside) 

For bookings/details contact:  Maria and David Mur-

phy, ph (07) 3342 1456, dandmmur-

phy@optusnet.com.au    Information web-

site:  www.wwme.org.au  

TYC Awesome Autumn Drama School 5yrs - 13yrs 

Spin along to TYC for our Awesome Autumn Drama 

School (5yrs - 13yrs) Holiday Programs. Get your training gear 

on for Program 1: Quidditch Cup: Let the Games Begin (7/4 

– 10/4, 9am – 3pm, Cairns City) with special guest costume artist 

Hayley Gillespie. Search through the live source code 

with Program 2: Minecraft: Return of Herobrine (13/4 – 

16/4, 9am – 3pm, Cairns City). Explore acting, costumes, 

lighting, sound and multimedia elements, finishing with a 

creative performance on the final afternoon. Learn the essen-

tials of stage performance through improvisation, role-play 

and characterization activities and then perform in front of a 

live audience with costumes, sets, props, sound effects, live 

projections and theatrical lighting!! For more information 

phone 40414066, email info@theyoungcompany.com.au or 

visit our website www.theyoungcompany.com.au. 

Year 3 & 4 Bake Sale!! 
      

Over the past couple of weeks the Year 3’s & 4’s 

have been learning about the Season of Lent. We 

have had discussions about types of Prayer, Fasting 

and Almsgiving. As a whole group, we have decided 

that for Almsgiving we are going to hold a bake sale 

to raise money for Project Compassion.  

 

We plan to hold the bake sale starting on Wednesday 

Week 7 (11th of March). As we know that there are 

many children wanting to make something for the 

bake sale, we have decided to run the bake sale eve-

ry Wednesday during week 7 (3A), week 8 (3B) and 

week 9 (4A). This way we believe that there will be 

less wastage and a higher chance that all the bake 

sale items will sell. As a class we will be making jelly 

slice (3A), Honey Joys (3B) and chocolate crackles 

(4A) 

 

Year 3 & 4 thank you for supporting them 

mailto:dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au
mailto:dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au
http://www.wwme.org.au
mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


