
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Yesterday, the students from Grades 5 who 
have nominated for School Captain or House 
Captain for 2016, have been announced.  
Understandably, there are both feelings of 
excitement as well as apprehension.  Any child 
who stands up to give this a go, has of course, 
already proven themselves to have leadership 
qualities.   
For those who have been elected, they will 
commit to additional responsibilities.  For those 
who don’t get elected this year, they will need 
the support of a loving family and community to 
assist them in being emotionally resilient and to 
be able to move forward and I encourage those 
students to nominate themselves for student 
council and/or spirit committee next year. 
I wish all of our captains the best of luck and 
would like to publically acknowledge the work 
done by Mrs Hession, Mr John Gravana and Mr 
John Hubbard in preparing the students for their 
roles. 

School Captains 2016 
Emily Warncke 
Simon McGowan 
 

Barron Captains 2016 
Keely Harris 
Brenton Miller 
 

Russell Captains 2016 
Madisyn Jones 
Marly Wagner 
 

Mulgrave Captains 2016 
Tatum Van Drie 
Elliot Arthur 
 
Report Cards 
Report cards will go out by the end of Week 9. I 
would like to remind all families that if school fee 
accounts are outstanding or an arrangement made 
with me, then report cards will be withheld until 
accounts are paid.  I thank you in anticipation of 
your support with this matter. 
 
2015 Annual Report 
Please find attached to this newsletter a copy of our 
school’s annual report in brochure form. A copy of the full 
report is available at the front office for interested parents. 
 
Towards 2016 

If your child will not be attending St 
Michael’s next year, please let the office 

know in writing.  As our school receives 
funding based on enrolments, accurate 

information is needed.  Please let us know 
any changes as soon as you can. 

From the  Principal Term 4 Week  8From the  Principal Term 4 Week  8From the  Principal Term 4 Week  8   

Prayer for the Week 

Prayer for Leadership 

Leadership is hard to define.  Lord, let us be the ones to define it 
with justice.  Leadership is not about watching and correcting.  

Lord, let us remember it is about listening and connecting.  Lead-
ership is not about telling people what to do.  Lord, let us find out 
what people want.  Leadership is less about the love of power and 

more about the power of love.  Amen 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Senior Students Excursion 

Our Year 6 students will have a celebratory 

excursion on Thursday 3rd December to 

Sugarworld.  Details of this will be sent home 

to parents. 
 

Ryan Dobbie Achievement Award 
In memory of Ryan Dobbie, who passed away 
at the age of 18 months to cancer, two awards 
will be presented to students of St Michael's 
who have made an achievement in either their 
learning or sporting abilities throughout their 
time at St Michael’s School. 
The successful students will show the same 
qualities that Ryan possessed.  Even though 
his life was taken at a young age, he was full of 
courage, determination and had the strength to 
endure more than most people could ever think 
possible. 
There will be two awards of $50 and the 
winning students will have their name engraved 
on the shield which has been donated to the 
school.   
A copy of the nomination form is available in the 
school newsletter or at the office.  Please 
consider a student who may be worthy of a 
nomination. 
 

Farewell Mass for Year 6 
The Farewell Mass for Year 6 will be held on 
Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:00pm.  Please 
feel welcome to join the students and families 
who are leaving our school community. 
 

End of Year Mass 
The Thanksgiving Mass will be held on the last 
day of the 2015 School Year at 9am.  This is an 
opportunity to give thanks for the year. We 
welcome all parents and carers to attend this 
Mass with us. 
 

St Mary’s Instrumental Music Concert 

You are invited to attend the St Mary’s Instrumental 

Music String Concert being held at the Hugh 

O’Brien Centre at St Mary’s Catholic College on 

Saturday 28th November 2015. 

This Christmas Concert will feature the talents of 

our string students from St Mary’s Catholic College, 

St Michaels School, Our Lady Help of Christians 

School, St Gerard Majella, St Therese’s School, St 

Josephs School, St Francis Xavier and Mother of 

Good Counsel. 

The concert will commence at 3pm and conclude at 

4pm.         
 

Last Day of Term 

8.35am      Teachers with classes - Advent Prayer  

9.00am      End of Year Eucharist - Advent 

10.00am    St Michael’s Angels Catering Morning  

  Tea. Items available from 50c—$1.00 

10.30am    Christmas Concert  

11.30am    Clean up of grounds / surrounds   

11.45am    Final assembly   

12.00noon Dismissal of Students 

* Please note the finishing time for all students is 

12 noon.  No school staff will be available for 

supervision after this time. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4 
2 Dec 6pm Year 6 Farewell Mass 
4 Dec 9am Thanksgiving Mass 
  Last Day—students finish 12noon 
 

Community Prayers 
If anyone has anything which they would like 
mentioned in our community prayers, please let me 
know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

            Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au           
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



APRE NEWS 
 

Advent 
This coming Sunday is the First 

Sunday of Advent.  Advent is a 

beautiful time, a time of hope, 

expectation, waiting.  With recent 

world events, what a gift a time of hope is.  Let us 

take this time in our Church Calender to truly 

focus on what matters.  Below is taken from an 

online interactive Advent Calender.  Each day has 

artwork, prayers and calls to action to reflect on.  I 

encourage you to have a look at it  on http://

www.cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-Calendar/29-November  

 

“Imagine if the Lord came tomorrow at dawn. Would he 

find you awake?  

Jesus paints a startling picture of the second coming, of 

the “signs in the sun and the moon and stars.” 

To some, this may sound frightening. But we need not be 

afraid. During Advent, we are called to listen out for the 

Lord’s coming and to stay awake. One way of doing this is 

to hold onto hope.  

Pray: God, teach us your paths. Help us to be fully 

present to you, and to live in hope and solidarity with our 

global family. Amen. “ 

Leadership Congratulations 

Congratulations to the children elected at School and 

House Captains.  The quality of all candidates was 

exceptional, and I am very much looking forward to 

working with all of the children next year.  For those that 

were not successful, or chose not to run for these 

leadership positions, there will be further opportunities to 

lead in 2016.  Early in the year we will look at the Spirit 

Committee and Student Council, both of which play a vital 

role in the St. Michael’s school community. 

Reconciliation 

Please keep the Year 3 children who are making the 

Sacrament of Fist Reconciliation this Wednesday 

evening. 

Curriculum News 

Throughout the term all teachers at St Michael’s 

have been engaging in professional 

development focusing on the teaching of 

reading.  This is part of our school curriculum 

goals that were set for 2015, which are in 

response to data that we review annually.  The 

professional development has focused on the 

teaching of comprehension strategies in the 

upper grades, with our Literacy Coach Michelle King 

coming to model and provide feedback on lessons.  In the 

Early Years teachers engaged in a two day workshop last 

week led by myself, Alyce Cahill and Elizabeth Wyatt.  

This workshop focused on the teaching of synthetic 

phonics, which means looking at the way 44 sounds make 

up our language.  We looked at how best to teach spelling 

and reading with this approach, including oral language 

and comprehension.  New resources will arrive in the 

school over the holidays to support this professional 

development. 
 

St Vincent dePaul.   

Families are invited to bring in canned/non perishable foods 

to donate to St. Vincent dePaul.  There is a box in the office 

for you to leave these items in. 

 

Burns Trust 

A reminder that electric candles are for sale after school 

each day for $3 a 

candle.  These are 

perfect leading up to 

Christmas carols, and 

all money raised goes 

to the Burns Trust and 

the support of burns 

victims. 

God Bless 

Sarah Hession 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-Calendar/29-November
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-Calendar/29-November
http://mailout.visualobsession.com.au/t/r-l-qhyhtx-jlltltlkj-y/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

 

School Fees— have been process and need 

to be finalized by Friday 4th December. If 

you have not received your school account 

please see Justine in the Office Term 4 school 

fees were due on the 20th November. Accounts  

either need to finalized, direct debit or a financial plan in place 

for report cards to be released. If you do not have this in place 

report cards will be held. We recommend that families are 

familiar with their school fees accounts to avoid overdue 

accounts. If you are experiencing  financial hardship please 

contact us immediately. An appointment must be made with 

Lea Martin, an email will not suffice.  We appreciate if you 

could pay your account as soon as possible or contact Justine to 

arrange an alternate arrangement/payment plan. Families are 

very welcome to receive an invoice on email request to the 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au address.  Please 

be mindful that if you need a financial request on School Fees 

that it may take a few days to be processed.  
 

 

Booklists have all been distributed to the children last 

week. They are available on St Michael’s Website as well 

as Harley’s Website if you need to access.  There is an 

early bird special so get in quick drop off to the office as 

soon as you can. You will have until the 3rd December. 
 

 
 

Parents need to be mindful of reporting their child’s 

absence to the Administration including a sporting or 

performing event. 

 

 Children who are  late need to report to the Office. 

 Children who are sick , parents need to contact the 

Office 

 Children who are sick for more than 2 consecutive 

days need to have a doctor’s certificate on the 3rd 

day. 

 Emergency Contact details need to be updated 

 

Library News There are still over 100 books not returned from 

students . Please be advised that if books are not returned that 

the cost of the books will be charged to your school fees 

account in the week of December 11th. Could you please 

ensure your child/ren return these as soon as possible. 
 

Report Cards will be posted on Friday the 27th November 

 

Have a great week! 

Justine Hind  

CALENDAR 2015 
Every Friday Senior Choir 1.45-2.30pm 
  Practicing for Christmas Carols 
Nov 24th Gordonvale State High School Year 6 into 7 
  Transition Day 
 25th Sacrament of First Reconciliation @ 6pm 
  Last School Banking Day 
 26th Prep Wet Day children come in sun smart clothes 
  that can get wet, need a towel and uniform to  
  change into after wet play 
 27th Report Cards being mailed home 
  School Fee accounts must be finalized for reports 
  to be sent home 
  Uniform Shop Extended Hours 8.15am—12.00pm 
 30th  Uniforms Shop Extended Hours 1.30pm-3.30pm 
Dec 1st Uniform Shop Extended Hours 8.15– 12.00pm 
 2nd Senior Farwell Mass @ 6pm 
 3rd Prep Liturgy @ 9am children are to be dressed in 
  their nativity clothes, bring uniform to change  
  Into after nativity 
  Senior Graduation Excursion 
  Sugarworld 
  Year 3 and 4 SEL End of the Year Celebration 
  Excursion—Woree Pool 
 4th End of Year Thanksgiving Mass @ 9am 
  St Michael’s Angels Catering Morning Tea 
  Food on sale for 50c—$2 each 
  Uniform Shop Extended Hours 8.15-12.00pm 
  Last Day of Term 4 2015 
  2016 School Fees must be finalized 
  School Finishes @ 12.00pm Sharp 
  No OSHC available on this day. 
 11th St Michael’s Administration Office is CLOSED 
  Gordonvale Carols 6pm 
  Choir Children need to be in the front of the stage 
  by 5.30pm 
  Try out new Sports Clinic 4-6pm 
  Market Stalls OPEN @ 4pm 
  Children fun starts @ 5.30pm 
  “Soul Song” Choir @ 6pm 
  Santa arrives @ 8.20pm 

2016 Term Dates  
Term 1 Monday 11th Jan School Administration Office  
  OPEN 
Jan 19th Uniform Shop OPEN 10am - 4pm 
 22nd Uniform Shop OPEN 10am—4pm 
 25th Pupil Free Day  
  Uniform Shop OPEN 10am—4pm 
 26th Australia Day  
 27th School Commences Year 1—Year 6 
  Parent Day Preps—NO Children 
 28th Staggered Start Preps 
 29th Staggered Start Preps 
  Uniform Shop OPEN 8.15am—10am 
March 17th Whole School Photo Day 
 24th School Concludes 9w 

 
 

 

27th Nov Lyla Pendrigh 
 

29th Nov Lewis Stowers 

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!! 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 
Prep A Brodie Williams 
  For being an excellent class member who   
  always gives his best effort. Way to go Champ! 
Prep B Zane Kapor 
  Being organised and reliable  
  Cooper Wallwork 
  Showing the St Michael’s Way by being a kind  
  helpful friend 
Year 1A Darna Zeigler 
  For working independently to complete your  
  guitar for technology. Great Job! 
  Lucas Huth 
  For participating enthusiastically and with   
  reverence in our year 1 Liturgy. Great job! 
Year 1B Phoebe Allan 
  For working independently to build your guitar for  
  technology. Great effort! 
Year 2A Brooklyn Wallwork 
  For being such a great example of the St   
  Michael’s Way. What a great role model  
  Rook Price  
  For working hard to complete his work on   
  time. Great effort! 
Year 2B Rylee Whitby 
  Following the St Michael’s Way. You have tried  
  hard to make good choices this week and it  
  shows!  
Year 3A Ava McIntyre 
  For being a kind and caring classroom member  
  when someone needed help with a task. Well  
  done. 
  Jacob Van Den Bos 
  For completing all tasks this week and for   
  teaching Miss Evans about the Caiman Crocodile 
Year 4A Lochlan Sodenberg 
  Always offering to help to everyone 
  Cruz Vella 
  A great effort in the classroom 
Year 5A Kiana Tracey 
  For your great speech during our Speech Day.  
  Your were super confident! 
Year 5B Cooper Stoute 
  Consistently demonstrating the St Michael’s Way  
  throughout the term 
  Georgia Leonardi 
  For your hard work and your conscientious  
  approach to your learning this term 
Year 6A Darcy Henderson 
  For your energetic, quirky and care free attitude.  
  You always bring laughter to our class! 
Year 6B Hayden Clarke 
  For creating an inspiring, impressive St   
  Michael’s Constitution for history 

   
 

   
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
The Gordonvale Breast Screen Queensland Mobile     
Service is coming!  
The mobile service will be based at the Gordonvale  
Hospital from the 23

rd
 – 26

th
 of November 2015. 

 
A breast screen can pick up changes in the breast tissue, 
often before they can be seen by a woman or a doctor.  
By the time we feel something it’s usually about the size 
of a ten cent piece whereas a breast screen can pick up 
something the size of a pin prick.   
 
Women aged 50-74 are strongly recommended to 
screen every 2 years during the highest risk period 
for developing breast cancer. All women 40 years 
and over are eligible. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The P & F Committee 

would like to thank 

everyone who helped 

out at last week’s 

disco, we hope all the 

children had a great 

time. We had 144 

children attend the 

disco and 

we made 

$514 from 

the night. 

We wish 

everyone a 

safe and 

happy 

Christmas 

and look 

forward to 

2016. 
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 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 
 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE—2008 Honda CRV 

$13,500 

Manual - 6 speed  

Cruise control  Call Charna Weidner 

Registered  

115,000kms  

 

Ph: 0421272412 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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