
 
 
 

 Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
Today, the students from Grades 5 who have 
nominated for School Captain or House Captain 
for 2015, will give their speeches and go 
through the election process.  Understandably, 
there are both feelings of excitement as well as 
apprehension.  Any child who stands up to give 
this a go, has of course, already proven 
themselves to have leadership qualities.   
For those who do get elected, they then commit 
to additional responsibilities.  For those who 
don’t, they will need the support of a loving 
family and community to assist them in being 
emotionally resilient and to be able to move 
forward. 
I wish all our nominees the best of luck and 
would like to publically acknowledge the work 
done by Mr John Gravana and Mr John 
Hubbard in preparing the students for this event. 
 
Staff for 2015 
A huge thanks to Lyndal Rick and Antoinette Cole, 
Indigenous Education Officer CES for their 
assistance in the appointment of our new 
Indigenous Liaison Officer, Darren Miller.  Darren 
will continue in his role as bus driver, as well as 
taking on this new role.   
I would also like to thank and acknowledge Sr 
Mary Garnier and Trish O’Donnell who have 
worked with us this year.  Their presence at St 
Michael’s will be missed in 2015. 
 

Last Day of Term 

8.35am      Teachers with classes - Advent Prayer  

9.00am      End of Year Eucharist - Advent 

10.00am    Shared Morning Tea—catered by Angels 

of St Michael’s (money needed) 

10.30am    Christmas Concert  

11.30am    Clean up of grounds / surrounds   

11.45am    Final assembly   

12.00noon Dismissal of Students 

* Please note the finishing time for all students is 

12 noon.  No school staff will be available for 

supervision after this time. 
 

Report Cards 
Report cards will go out by the end of Week 8. I 
would like to remind all families that if school fee 
accounts are outstanding or an arrangement made 
with me, then report cards will be withheld until 
accounts are paid.  I thank you in anticipation of 
your support with this matter. 
 

Booklists for 2015 

Gordonvale Newsagency have decided to no longer 

offer us the service of doing booklists, so we have 

Harley’s Educational supplying us with our needs for 

2015.  They are offering an early bird discount for 

early orders.  I recommend that parents utilize this 

service to ensure that students have supplies for the 

new school year. 

 

2014 Annual Report 
Please find attached to this newsletter a copy of our 
school’s annual report in brochure form. A copy of the full 
report is available at the front office for interested parents. 
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Prayer for the Week 
Prayer for Leadership 

Leadership is hard to define.  Lord, let us be the ones to de-
fine it with justice.  Leadership is not about watching and 
correcting.  Lord, let us remember it is about listening and 
connecting.  Leadership is not about telling people what to 

do.  Lord, let us find out what people want.  Leadership is less 
about the love of power and more about the power of love.  

Amen 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Towards 2015 

If your child will not be attending St 
Michael’s next year, please let the office 
know in writing.  As our school receives 

funding based on enrolments, accurate 
information is needed.  Please let us know 
any changes as soon as you can. 
 

Farewell Mass 
The Farewell Mass will be held on Wednesday, 
December 3rd at 6:00pm.  Please feel welcome 
to join the students and families who are 
leaving our school community. 
 

Senior Students Excursion 

Our Year 6/7 students will have a celebratory 

excursion on Thursday 4th December to 

Sugarworld.  Details of this will be sent home 

to parents. 
 

End of Year Mass 
The Thanksgiving Mass will be held on the last 
day of the 2014 School Year at 9am.  This is an 
opportunity to give thanks for the year. We 
welcome all parents and carers to attend this 
Mass with us. 
 

Important Dates for Term 4  
Please check that you have all these marked 
on your calendar as some new ones have 
been added. 
26 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day for Gordonvale 
High 
27 Nov—Yr 8 Orientation Day for Gordonvale 
High 
28 Nov—Reports posted 
3 Dec—Farewell Mass Yr 6/7 at 6pm 
4 Dec—Yr 6/7 Farewell Excursion 
5 Dec—Last day of 2014 school year.  Students 
finish at 12 noon. 
 
Community Prayers 
We pray for my cousin, Peter Jeffries who is being 
treated for cancer.  If anyone has anything which 
they would like mentioned in our community 
prayers, please let me know. 

 
Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

Library News 

The library is closed 
for the rest of the 
year. 

There are still over 
200 unreturned  
student loans.  Could 
you please  return any 
unreturned library 
books. 

Your assistance in this 
matter would be truly 
appreciated. 

Thank you for your 
support with returning 
your children’s books. 



 

APRE NEWS 
LEADERSHIP: Last week Mr Terry 

Power, representative of the Sisters of 

Mercy, Cairns, led the Grade 5s through a 

Leadership retreat.  During the day, the 

students examined the qualities of good 

leaders including:  

1/ doing your best 

2/ working as a team  

3/ having gratitude and hope  

4/ considering others (it’s not all about me).   

The students had many opportunities to consider these qualities, 

share their ideas and work together.  This day was an important 

part of the Leadership Program that was run at St Michael’s this 

year, starting with the Peer Support Program, the Young 

Leaders Program and culminating in the Retreat Day- Christian 

Leadership.  Some students have now nominated for School 

and/or House Captains for 2015 and we wish them all the best. 

The elections will take place on Tuesday, November 25 at 

9:00am in the Hall.  Parents of nominees are welcome to attend.  

The School and House Captain positions for 2015 will be 

announced on Friday at assembly.  A handover ceremony for 

the leaders will be held on Tuesday, December 2 at 9:00am 

in the Basket Ball Crt We wish them all the best. 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL: The hamper in my office is 

gradually filling.  Many thanks to the families who have 

generously donated non-perishable food items and other 

groceries so far.  Please consider making a donation.  All 

donations are given to the Cairns St Vincent De Paul branch 

and will be issued to people in need in our area. 

 

SENIOR FAREWELL:  The Farewell Mass and celebration 

will be Wednesday, December 5 at 6:00pm all are welcome to 

attend.  A reminder to all senior students that the money for the 

Farewell activities is due.   

 

END OF YEAR THANKSGIVING MASS:  The end of year 

Thanksgiving Mass will be held on Friday, December 5 at 

9:00am.  This is a wonderful opportunity to give thanks for the 

success of the year and to farewell those students and staff who 

are moving on.  Please join us in celebrating.   



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 
 

SCHOOL FEES  were due on Friday 7th 

November. Please contact office for any 

quires you have on school fees. If you have a 

direct debit or centerpay arrangement it is the 

responsibility of the family to revise and 

contact office if you wish to cancel payments. 

This is not automatically done unless stated on the direct debit 

at the beginning of the year. Any credit on accounts will carry 

through to next years school fees. Families who are leaving 

will receive a payment in Jan 2015. 
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. Children are 

not  responsible for signing themselves in late.  

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS—CLOSED TUE 21.10.14 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING  No School Banking Tomorrow 19th 

November Janelle is on holiday and will still be visiting the 

school  next Wednesday for all your School Banking needs. 

Reminder  8.00am in Office.   
 

BOOKLISTS will be distributed to your children through 

message boxes and available on our website. Prep booklists 

have already been sent. If you do not receive a booklist by 

7th Nov please contact the Office. We are going through 

Harley’s Online or drop off to Office by due date service. 
 

 

 

Have a wonderful week! 

Justine Hind 
 

 

Friendly Reminder to finalise your 

School Fees Accounts before Friday 

28th Nov. 

Thank you. 

 

CALENDAR 2014 
 

TERM 4 

 

26th Nov Yr 7 Orientation Day for GSH 

  Wet Wet Wet Day for Prep 

27th Nov Yr 8 Orientation Day for GSH 

28th Nov Report Cards Posted in Mail 

2nd Dec Leadership Handover Ceremony @ 9.00am 

3rd Dec Farewell Mass Yr 6/7 @ 6pm 

5th Dec School Concludes.  

  Students finish @  12.00pm.  

  No school buses 

  Relay For Life Angels of St Michael’s  

  Morning Tea 50c piece tea and coffee   

  available. Donations of goodies appreciated. 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 
2015 Term Dates TBC 
Term 1 27th Jan—2 Apr 
  18th Feb—Ash Wed 
  26th March - School Photos 
Term 2 20th Apr—26th Jun 
  12th—14th May—NAPLAN  
Term 3 13th Jul—18th Sep 
  27th—31st July 
  Catholic Education Week 
  24th—27th Aug 
  Book Week/Book Fair 
Term 4 6th Oct—4th Dec 
 
2015 Public Holiday’s 
  26th Jan—Australia Day 
  3rd Apr—Good Friday 
  6th Apr—Easter Monday 
  25th Apr—ANZAC DAY 
  8th Jun—Queens Birthday 
  16th Jul—CTJ Pupil Free Day 
  17th July—Cairns Show Holiday 
  5th Oct—Labour Day 
 

“CAIRNS YOUTH ORCHESTRA and 

CAIRNS CHAMBER ENSEMBLE annual 

AUDITIONS will be held at Trinity Bay State 

School Music Block on SUNDAY 30th No-

vember 9.00am to 12 noon.  Vacancies for all 

orchestral instruments especially flutes and 

clarinets.  Auditions in order of arrival at Reg-

istration Desk.  Audition Fee $5 per play-

er.  Enquires to Musical Director Margery 

Duffy OAM ph. 4053 2630 or email 

kandmduffy@westnet.com.au” 

 
 

 

29th Nov Lewis Stowers 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/
mailto:kandmduffy@westnet.com.au


 

 

 
Prep A  Deegan Fisher 

  For working hard this term. You are on FIRE! You  
  are terrific champ! 

Year 1A  Anthony Marsh 

  For you extra bit of effort you have been shown   
  these last few weeks. Well done! 

Year 1B  Deandra Volpi 

  For making HUGE improvements with your effort   
  in writing. Well done. 

  Lucy Arthur 

  For always doing your best every time 

Year 2A   Matilda Harris 

  For always persisting to do her best in all areas of   
  school work. Keep up the great work. Matilda! 

Year 2B  Dakoda—Skye Elul 

  Your brilliant smile, kind heart and persistent   
  attitude while at St Michael’s 

Year 2B  Ben Andrejic, Lochlan House, Mason Walsh 

  For making great choices for your learning. Keep it   
  up boys! 

Year 3A  Cohen Stoute 

  For always being a kind and caring classroom   
  member. You are wonderful to have in class  

  Shantali Conolly 

  For being a happy friendly and helpful classroom   
  your are a pleasure o teach 

Year 4A  Hannah Shelley 

  For doing our best at our timestables competition.   
  You did do well! 

Year 4B  Holdyn Harris, Andrew Oxford, Brenton Miller,   
  Alec Mann 

  A great effort in learning number facts 

Year 5A  Caitlin Richards 

  For staying on task and working tough. Well done   
  Caitlin! 

Year 5/6A Heidi Berry 

  For being an enthusiastic and entertaining writer.   
  Your work is always entertaining and informative 

  Kailis Fourmile Bolt 

  For demonstrating excellent progress with your   
  spelling skills this year 

Year 7A  Alastair Molony 

  For our heartfelt and well written letter. If you keep up you  
  determination you will achieve great things! 

  

   

 

      

 

Prep A Kaywahnee Sands—Thomas 

Year 1A Rook Price 

  Brooklyn Wallwork 

Year 1B Kyan Sranfield 

Year 2A Caitlin Hudson 

Year 2B Ben Andrejic 

Year 3A Jack Savage 

Year 4A Ethan Martin 

Year 5A Lachlan Crawford 

Year 5/6A Catherine Janusz 

Year 7A Harry Chen  



 

Mia won the 

overall 

outstanding 

student for 

south side 2014 

Dance Junction 

award on 

Saturday, which 

includes free 

dance lessons 

for a whole 

year. All Mia's 

hard work this 

year has payed 

off!  Congrats! 

 

  PostEd Achievers 

PREP FINALE for 
2014 

Prep Liturgy 

THE NATIVITY 

8.50am 

please be seated 
in the church by 

8.45am 

children arrive in 
costume, bring 

uniform to school 
 

Shared Morning 
Tea After at Prep 
Area please bring 
a plate to share 

 

Outstanding 

Contribution to 

Post-Ed 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Cairns Regional Gallery school holiday workshops for 
ages 2-16 yrs, Monday 15 December to Friday 19 

December and Monday 12 January to Friday 16 January, 
Cost $14 to $35. 

Christmas wreaths, junk sculpture, T-shirt printing, 
origami, landscapes, camp dog sculpture and more. 
For more information please contact Carley Clarke-

Rushton on 40464888, 
programs@cairnsregionalgallery.com.au. 

 
We also have a number of free community days to 

advertise too.... 
 

Free Community Days at the Cairns Regional Gallery, Cnr 
Shield and Abbott Sts. 

Saturday December 6, 10am - 1pm. Free kids activities 
based on 'Big Boys Toys' an exhibition that includes full 

size racing cars and bikes. 
Friday 16 January to Wednesday 21 January. Free kids 
activities with artists Alfredo Juan Aquilizan and Isabel 

Gaudinez-Aquilizan from the Philippines, help create an 
exhibition of box houses. 

For more information please contact Carley Clarke-
Rushton on 

40464888,  programs@cairnsregionalgallery.com.au. 

programs@cairnsregionalgallery.com.au
programs@cairnsregionalgallery.com.au


 

 

 
 

   

 

 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


