
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
This week we pray for all fathers that they may be loving and 
inspiring role models to their children.  We especially thank 
God for our fathers, grandfathers and male family members 
who help us to teach our young boys and men what it 
means to be a Christian man in today’s society. 
 

Congratulations 
Last Tuesday evening I had the privilege of attending the 
Calanna Public Speaking Competition at St Mary’s. Four 
students from year 5 (Lily Smith, Bradley Cutuli, Maddisson 
Fudala and Corey De Gregorio) and four students from year 
6 (Ainslee Howard, Tatum Van 
Drie, Ethan Martin and Kiana 
Tracey)  participated in this 
competition and did 
exceptionally well. 
Congratulations to all of these 
students and congratulations to 
the other students in year 5 and 6 
who participated in the public 

speaking competition back at school as part of the selection 
process.  
 

Child Protection Week 
Child Protection Week takes place between 4th and 10th 
September. During that week all classes will have a special 
focus on Child Safety.  This would be a great opportunity for 
parents to reinforce the safety message at home. 
 

Staff 
Yesterday a letter was sent to the year 5 class advising that 
Mrs Donna Gravagna will be working in that class with Mrs 
Wagner for the remainder of the year. We welcome Mrs 
Gravagna onto our staff. 
 

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter Mrs Sarah Hession, 
Mrs Serena Cramond, Ms Helena Faulkner and Miss Kate 
Watson are away this week undertaking a visit to a number 
of schools in New Zealand to observe best practice.  
 

Deirdre Fedorov will be on Long Service Leave from Monday 
5th September until the end of term. Mrs Barbara Dangaard 
will replace Deirdre whilst she is on leave. I wish Deirdre all 
the best for her leave and hopefully she has a well earned 
break. 
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Father’s Day Reflection 
The Strength of a Man 

By Jacqueline Marie Griffiths  
The strength of a man isn’t in the width of his shoulders. 

It’s in the width of his arms that encircle them. 
 

The strength of a man isn’t in the deep tone of his voice. 
It’s in the gentle words he whispers. 

 

The strength of a man isn't how many buddies he has. 
It's how good a buddy he is with his kids. 

 

The strength of a man isn't in how respected he is at work. 
It's in how respected he is at home. 

 

The strength of a man isn't in how hard he hits. 
It's in how tender he touches. 

 

The strength of a man isn't in the hair on his chest. 
It's in his heart, that lies within his chest. 

 

The strength of a man isn't how many women he's loved. 
It's in being true to one woman. 

 

The strength of a man isn't in the weight he can lift. 
It's in the burdens he can carry. 

Taken from www.appleseeds.org 



 
 

Book Fair & Dress Up Day: 
Last week’s Book Fair and Book Character Dress Up Day was 
a huge success. Thank you to Mrs Joan Clarke for her hard 
work in organising the Book Fair and thank you to the many 
helpers who assisted her throughout the week. 
 

Satisfaction Surveys 
As part of our ongoing commitment to improve our school 
we believe it is critical to seek feedback on a range of issues 
in regard to St Michael’s School. This feedback is gathered 
through School Satisfaction Surveys. Parents, staff and 
students from year 4 to 6 are invited to participate in these 
surveys. 
 

The surveys are completed online and are coordinated by an 
organization called. MyPCorp. You should have already 
received an email informing you about the surveys. If you did 
not receive this email please let the school office know and  
information will be sent to you. 
 

The surveys are strictly private and confidential. They take 
approximately 10 to 15 minutes to complete. Access to the 
surveys will be between 29th August and  12th September.  
 

No member of the school will have access to individual 
responses.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation with this as I value each 
family’s feedback as part of this process.  
 

Towards 2017 
As we begin our planning for next year, it is essential that we 
have accurate figures for our 2017 enrolment.  If your child 
will not be attending St Michael’s next year, please let the 
office know in writing.  As our school receives funding based 
on enrolments, accurate information is needed.  Please let us 
know any changes as soon as you can. 
 

Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competitions 
Our football and netball teams will compete in these 
competitions on Friday 16th September which are between 
other Catholic schools in our Diocese.  These competitions 
are named after two great educators within the Cairns 
Diocese, Mr Jim Graham who was the first lay principal in a 
Cairns Diocesan School and Sister Mary Mills who was a 
principal in Mareeba and leader of the Sisters of Mercy in our 
Diocese. 
 

Contact Details 
If you have changed jobs, email or mobile numbers, please 
provide the office with these new details.  In case of an 
emergency, we need to be able to contact parents.  Many 
thanks. 
 

Gala Sports Day 
Our older students will be involved in the interschool Gala 
Day sports competition on Friday 9th September.  Further 

information will be forwarded to parents via a note. 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills (Netball) 
Competitions  
 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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APRE THOUGHTS 
Last week the spirit of St. Michael’s 
school was shining!  It was a joy to 
watch both the Year 2 Liturgy and 
the Prep Circus, and see children 
engaged and happy.  It was also 
lovely to see so many parents 

joining in these celebrations.  Many learning 
opportunities occur during these important moments; 
learning about our God and Faith, learning how to be 
confident and resilient, how to speak in front of a large 
crowd, how to dance and gross motor skills.  A big thank – 
you to our dedicated staff who organise such learning 
opportunities. 
 

This week Prep classes will share Liturgy on Thursday in the 
Church.  All parents and friends are welcome.  Next week the 
Year 3’s will celebrate their Liturgy.  We also have a 
performance coming up on the 5th September titled ‘Young 
Mary’.  Parents are welcome to attend. The play is about St 
Mary MacKillop . This play introduces us to Young Mary and 
we participate in her many fun filled and spirited childhood 
adventures. We will have lots of fun playing games with 
Mary, and hearing about her pet cow Blorac and her dad 
Alexander. Then, as she grows, we bear witness to the 
determination of a hard working young woman who sets out 
to eliminate poverty and provide a fair education for all.  This 
play is said to be funny, compassionate and entertaining 
keeping the audience involved through great stories, 
audience participation and moral decision making. Children 
will be able to relate wholeheartedly to St Mary MacKillop 
and also gain insight into her famous quote:       “Never see a 
need without trying to do something about it.” 
 

Peer Support this week was titled ‘Make the Change’.  
Students were encouraged to identify any behaviours or 
actions they felt were unhealthy in themself and others.  
Skills building in identifying behaviours, inclusive practice and 
developing empathy assisted students towards making 
positive decisions to change.  This might be an opportunity 
for parents to remind children about when they have 
handled change well, and skills they could use when dealing 
with change. 
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 

 

 

 

 
 
 
All children have habits - Cairns Penny can help them develop good habits with our First Penny Saver account. 
Open a First Penny Saver and they’ll see their savings grow. And with a great interest rate they’ ll grow even faster. 
They don’t need to save a lot - every penny counts.  
You’re never too young to start saving so why not start a great habit today?  
Looking after children’s savings since 1899 
 
Come and see the ladies from Cairns Penny, every Wednesday 815-845am. 
They would love to help you get your savings started.  
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES  Term 3 school fees were 
processed on Friday 29th July, due on Friday 
12th August. Reminder notices have been 
sent home via email. Please contact the office 
if you need to arrange a different due date or 

financial assistance. Accounts should be finalised by the end 
of the term. Thank you. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care Card/
Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 
discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 
dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the 
Office to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you 
are already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of 
the HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and 
expiry up to date with the administration office. If you have 
any enquires regarding  other finances, a request is to  be 
emailed to  Justine on  email address 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during school 
hours, families must contact the school regarding their 
absence. Please inform the administration staff if your child 
is away from school. If you have directly informed your 
teacher you will also need to contact the administration. 
Families can simply email the Office on 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 
Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 
your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 
important to contact the school if your child is absent. If 
your child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of 
time due to a holiday or personal reasons, administration 
request a letter either by hand or email stating the dates. 
Thank you for your  co-operation with this matter. A 
reminder that if your child/ren are absent for more than two 
consecutive days a medical certificate is required for 
administration.  

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 
newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 
that password  access is for parents and students of St 
Michael’s only.  
 

Netball Training 
No training this Thursday. St Michael’s Angels training is 
Thursday afternoon from 3-4pm.  Mary Mills is on 16th 
September. Very exciting. Thank you to Kim McCormack for 
her amazing coaching skills. Could all St Michael’s Doves 
please hand in your dresses. 
 
 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
Keep on smiling and be kind. 
Justine Hind  

 

 

CALENDAR 2016  
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 

 

September 
Mon 5th Young Mary Concert 
Thur 8th Year 3 Liturgy @ 9.00am 
Fri 9th  Year 3 Assembly  
  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 

December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016        

         $4 770.00.....wow! 

Finance: Term 3 Fees are now overdue. A   reminder 

has been sent home via email. Please contact the 

office if you need an extension. Thank you. School 

accounts must be finalised by 16 September. 

  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

St. Michael’s Angels Rock Fowler’s 
Netball Comp 

 

Well done to our Senior Netball Team the 
Angels who were one point away from 

making the final of the 
Fowler’s Netball 
Competition last Friday. 
They won 7 games, lost 
one and drew their final 
game. They would have 
made the final if the 
could have won the 
game that they drew. 
So this was a wonderful 

achievement by our 

team, who have learnt a 

lot about playing netball 

in a very short space of time. Big thanks to Kim McCormack, 

Christine Howard and Justine Hind for all their organisation 

and planning for this team. 

Gala Day – Friday 9th September 
 

Gala Day of sport will be on Friday 91h September. This is a 
day when all the schools in our District gather to compete 
in various sports. Our children will be involved in Soccer, 
Tennis, Hockey, Touch Football and T-Ball.  
 
It is not important for your child to be an expert at their 
chosen sport as the day is about fun, involvement and 
learning new sports. On Monday all students were given 
their permission form about this day, which includes 

important information needed for the day. 

 

Trophies, Medals and Certificates Galore 
 

Well done to the many students who have wrapped up their 

sports for the year and have been rewarded for their efforts. 

Awesome effort kids! 

St. Michael’s Dragons Training 
 

Training is on Tuesday and will be at Alley Park from 4 – 5 pm. 

All players need to attend training. This training will continue 

all term and will culminate in our team competing in the Jim 

Graham Cup on the last day of this term. Students please let 

Mr Wagner or Mr Gravagna know, if you can't make training. 

Keep up the fantastic effort 

John Gravagna 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 
Year 1A Kyron Arcidiacono 
  For showing improved confidence and working  
  tough in your writing. Great job!  
Year 1B Chloe Mahony 
  For always trying to do your best. You are  
  amazing! 
Year 2A Cooper Walsh 
  For your reverent participation in our liturgy 
Year 3A Anthony Marsh 
  For building confidence during maths topics.  
  Keep up the great work! 
  Archie Dunstone 
  For being kind and helping our classmates 
Year 3B Axel Grieves 
  For working hard all week. Especially on your  
  information report 
Year 4A Nakoda Schaible 
  Being organised and ready for work 
  Hannah French 
  Showing confidence in approaching new   
  challenges 
Year 4B Jacob Van Den Bos 
  For your improved organisation. You have  
  worked hard on this. Well done! 
Year 5A Coby Cream 
  For showing enthusiasm and working tough in  
  Maths Project 
Year 6A Mark Finn 
  For your confidence to do the right thing even 
  if others aren’t. Well done! 
Year 6B Hannah Shelley 
  For being a responsible, reliable helper and 
  demonstrating excellent organisational skills 
  Luke Powell 
  For your cheerful, enthusiastic approach to all 
  lessons and activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prep  
Circus  
Pictures  
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August 

29th Susan Hutchins 

31st Benjamin Andrejic 

September 

1st Tatum van Drie 

2nd Cale Gravagna 

2nd Elysia Kynuna 

2nd Brooke Sheehan 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

BOOK WEEK/BOOK FAIR 2016 

AUSTRALIA : STORY COUNTRY 

  

We have had another successful Book Fair this year.  We will receive in excess of $1600 in commission                                      which 
and this will be used to purchase books and furniture for the library. 
 

A big thank you to my volunteers.  I couldn’t have done it without you. 
 

Thank you to all the students and staff who dressed up for Book Character Dress Up Day. 
 

There were some fantastic costumes.  The criteria we used to select the winning student costumes                                                 
were “Most True to Character” or “Most Imaginative”.  The student must also have had a copy of the book                                                       
that the book character came from. 
 

The following students received a book of their choice, a poster, Macca’s Rewards Certificate and a party bag.  
 

Isaac Flanagan – Prep A – The Hungry Caterpillar 
Gabriella Azzopardi – Prep B - Bambi 
Phoebe Bloomfield – Year 1A – Feathers for Phoebe 
Winnie Johnson – Year 1B – The Book Fairy 
Charlton Thomas – Year 2A – Geronimo Stilton 
Maddison Flanagan – Year 2B – Meg & Mog 
Baxter Maltby – Year 3A – Goosebumps Snowman 
Sienna Hodgson – Year 3B – Little Lost Unicorn 
Amali Hillman – Year 4A – Gangster Granny 
Abbey Shelley – Year 4B – The Cupcake Granny 
Lilly Smith – Year 5A – Room on a Broom 
Naydean Storer-Jensen – Year 6A – Harry Potter Series 
Charlie Brain – Year 6B – 52 Storey Tree House - Broccoli 
 

Congratulations to Ava Horsfall                                                                                                                                                                                           
Year 4B who was the winner in the “Guess the Book Worm Jar” competition. 
 

Happy Reading 
Joan Clarke 
Library Assistant 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Out of School Hours Care 

 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol your 

child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 



  


