
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
This week is National Child Protection Week. The aim of 
Child Protection Week is to engage the community in 
education about abuse and the effects of abuse on 
individuals, families and communities. Classes will  focus on 
Child Protection during the week. 
A comment I came across from an article a few years ago 
gives an interesting insight in this area “One of the key 
findings of the FBI concerning the abuse of children and 
adolescents in families and beyond is about the personality 
make-up of the child. Abusers of young persons avoid the 
kind of child many would regard as a bit of a brat. Loud-
mouthed and opinionated. Because these children are not 
easy to manipulate into silence… at any time.” 
 
So raising children to speak out confidently and to present 
as confident will help deter predators. Keeping 
communication open between parents and child, where no 
subject is seen as taboo, will work against any child being 
manipulated into secrecy. 

 
Also giving children a plan to activate as soon as they feel 
intimidated or uncomfortable around an adult will move 
them away from the very first approach of a predator. 
 

Solar Installation 
Pope Francis in his encyclical letter (“On care for our 
Common Home”) directs us as Catholics to care for the 
environment and specifically to reduce our carbon emissions 
causing climate change. The Cairns Diocese has responded 
to this directive through a Solar Energy for Schools program 
where all schools within the diocese will install solar power. 
The aim is that it will significantly reduce the cost of 
electricity across the diocese. The contract provider 
engaged to work with the schools to install the solar power 
is called Eco Community. 
 
Solar panelling will be installed on the roof areas of two 
buildings at St Michael’s. Work will commence this  
Wednesday and is expected to take about a week to 
complete. During this period there will be some disruption 

around the school . 
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Love in the Home 
 

If I live in a house of spotless beauty 
      with everything in its place, but have not Love, 

      I am a housekeeper—not a homemaker. 
 

If I have time for waxing, polishing, and decorative 
      achievements, but have not Love, 

      my children learn cleanliness—not godliness. 
 

Love leaves the dust in search of a child’s laugh. 
Love smiles at the tiny fingerprints 

      on a newly cleaned window. 
Love wipes away the tears before it wipes up 

      the spilled milk. 
Love picks up the child before it picks up the toys. 

 

Love is present through the trials. 
Love reprimands, reproves, and is responsive. 

Love crawls with the baby, walks with the toddler, 
        runs with the child, then stands aside 
      to let the youth walk into adulthood. 

 

Love is the key that opens salvation’s message 
      to a child’s heart. 

 

Before I became a mother I took glory in my house of perfection. 
Now I glory in God’s perfection of my child. 

As a mother, there is much I must teach my child,  
but the greatest of all is Love. 

Author Unknown 



 
 

Gala Sports Day 
Our older students will be involved in the interschool Gala 
Day sports competition this Friday 9th September.   
 
Prep Transition 
Last week a letter was sent out to the families of the 2017 
Prep students welcoming them to St Michael’s as well as 
inviting the students to participate in a Transition 
program. The Transition program is something new for 
the school. The concept behind the Transition is to 
provide assistance to students as they make the step into 
full time schooling. We are among a few schools within 
our diocese who are currently trialling a Prep Transition 
program for next year. I would like to thank our current 
prep teachers, Deirdre and Alison, who have spent a 
good deal of time planning for it. Part of the organisation 
meant having them visit the local kindy’s as well as 
attending in-service days together. 
 
The Transition program will consist of all 2017 Prep 
students coming to school on Thursday 10th November 
from 8:45 to 10:45. After that these students will come 
either on 2 consecutive Tuesdays (Nov. 15th & 22nd) or 2 
consecutive Thursdays (Nov. 17th & 24th).  Parents have 
been asked to advise the school which is their preferred 
days and we will try to even the numbers as much as 
possible.  
 

Satisfaction Surveys 
As part of our ongoing commitment to improve our school 
we believe it is critical to seek feedback on a range of issues 
in regard to St Michael’s School. This feedback is gathered 
through School Satisfaction Surveys. Parents, staff and 
students from year 4 to 6 are invited to participate in these 
surveys. 
 

The surveys are completed online and are coordinated by an 
organization called. MyPCorp. You would have already 
received an email informing you about the surveys. Thank 
you to the many parents who have already completed the 
surveys. To date we have a completion rate of close to 30% 
of families having completed surveys. 
 

The surveys are strictly private and confidential. They take 
approximately 10 to 15 minutes to complete. Access to the 
surveys will be between 29th August and  12th September.  
 

No member of the school will have access to individual 
responses.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation with this as I value each 
family’s feedback as part of this process.  
 

Towards 2017 
As we begin our planning for next year, it is essential that we 
have accurate figures for our 2017 enrolment.  If your child 
will not be attending St Michael’s next year, please let the 
office know in writing.  As our school receives funding based 

on enrolments, accurate information is needed.  Please let us 
know any changes as soon as you can. 
 

Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competitions 
Our football and netball teams will compete in these 
competitions on Friday 16th September which are between 
other Catholic schools in our Diocese.  These competitions 
are named after two great educators within the Cairns 
Diocese, Mr Jim Graham who was the first lay principal in a 
Cairns Diocesan School and Sister Mary Mills who was a 
principal in Mareeba and leader of the Sisters of Mercy in our 
Diocese. 
 

Contact Details 
If you have changed jobs, email or mobile numbers, please 
provide the office with these new details.  In case of an 
emergency, we need to be able to contact parents.  Many 
thanks. 
 

Important Dates for Term 3 
5 Sept—Young Mary Concert 
9 Sept– Yr 4-6 Gala Sports Day 
16 Sept—Jim Graham (Rugby League) & Mary Mills (Netball) 
Competitions  
 

Important Dates for Term 4 
3 Oct— Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
4 Oct—Students resume 
21 Oct—Ball Games Carnival 
28 Oct—World Teachers Day 
28 Oct—Day for Daniel 
1 Nov—All Saints Day—Mass 9am 
2 Nov—All Souls Day  
10 Nov–  Prep 2017 Orientation Morning 
10 Nov– Bump Up Morning Prep to Yr-5 
10 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day St Mary’s 
11 Nov—Remembrance Day 
15 & 22 Nov— 2017 Prep Transition Group 1 
17 & 24 Nov —2017 Prep Transition Group 2 
25 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day for G’vale High 
25 Nov—Reports posted 
30 Nov—Farewell Mass Yr 6 at 6pm 
1 Dec—Yr 6 Farewell Excursion 
2 Dec—Last day of 2016 school year.   
 Students finish at 12 noon. 
 

Thank you for your support, 
Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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  St Michael’s Church 
Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 
For all enquiries regarding  
Baptism for children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 



 

APRE THOUGHTS 
 

Curriculum 
Last week I had the opportunity to 
travel to New Zealand on a 
professional learning tour.  New 
Zealand is leading the way in 
Visible Learning.   

“Visible Learning is the result of the research undertaken by 
John Hattie to understand what provides the most success in 
learning.  It is based on over 68,000 studies and 25 million 
students.  John Hattie defines Visible Learners as students 
who can: 

 Articulate what they are learning 

 Explain the next steps in their learning 

 Set learning goals 

 See errors as opportunities for further learning 

 Know what to do when they are stuck 
Seek feedback” (http://www.stbernards.qld.edu.au/
Our%20Curriculum/Pages/Visible-Learning.aspx) 
Naturally, at St. Michael’s our goal is to have all 
students be able to take charge of their learning to 
ensure they achieve their full potential.  As a staff we 
have undertaken professional development with the 
Catholic Education Services to this end, and four of us 
travelled to New Zealand last week.   
Our first step towards creating VISIBLE LEARNERS is 
establishing clear definitions of the skills and dispositions 
that students need to be successful when learning.  Children 
and staff have already identified that these skills and 
dispositions include questioning, clarifying, having a growth 
mind set (taking risks and not giving up), respectful and 
reflective. 
The development of clear learning dispositions was 
extremely evident in all of the schools we visited in New 
Zealand, and clearly displayed in the classrooms and 
playgrounds.   
A terrific home/school connection would be for you as 
parents to talk to your child about what an effective learner 
looks like.  You might also wish to look up information about 
Growth Mindset (Carol Dwerk), there is some great story 
books and TED talks about this topic. 
While visiting the six schools on our professional learning 
journey our group also had the opportunity to see how 
children can learn to talk about their progress (how much 
their learning is growing) rather than only their achievement 
(what grade they get).  This empowers children to be able to 
think about what the next steps are that they can take to 
become even better at the content/skill.  You will see Year 2 
and 6 classes at St. Michael’s beginning to explore progress 
through tracking and e-portfolios. 
 

Peer Support 
This week’s session looked closely at the rights of each 
individual in relation to bullying and harassment.  It looked at 
a range of techniques to support those being bullied and 
encouraged them and the bystanders to take action.  Parents 

of participating students could talk with their child about 
what they would do if it happened to them. 
 

Religious Life of the School 
This week students enjoyed the production ‘Young Mary’, 
learning about the life of Mary MacKillop.  Students gained 
insights into her courage, kindness and achievements. 
This Thursday Year 3 classes will celebrate Liturgy at 9am in 
the Church.  They will also share prayer at Assembly on 
Friday morning. 
 

Blessings, 
Sarah Hession 
 

http://www.stbernards.qld.edu.au/Our%20Curriculum/Pages/Visible-Learning.aspx
http://www.stbernards.qld.edu.au/Our%20Curriculum/Pages/Visible-Learning.aspx


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES  Term 3 school fees were 
processed on Friday 29th July, due on Friday 
Reminder notices have been sent home via 
email. Please contact the office if you need to 
arrange a different due date or financial 

assistance or have not received your account reminders 
Accounts need be finalised by the end of the term. Thank 
you for your understanding in the prompt payment of fees. 

SCHOOL FEE DISCOUNT There is the Health Care Card/
Pension Card that may be able to assist you with a 70% 
discount on your tuition fees, this discount cannot be back 
dated however come in and see Justine or Dorina in the 
Office to find out if you are eligible for this discount.  If you 
are already receiving the HCC discount, it is as the owner of 
the HCC your responsibility to keep your card details and 
expiry up to date with the administration office. If you have 
any enquiries regarding  other finances, a request is to  be 
emailed to  Justine on  email address 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au   

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during school 
hours, families must contact administration regarding their 
absence. Families can simply email the Office on 
secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 
Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 
your children are absent,  even the night before. If your 
child/ren are going to  be absent for a long length of time 
due to a holiday or personal reasons, administration request 
a letter either by hand or email stating the dates. Thank you 
for your  co-operation with this matter. A reminder that if 
your child/ren are absent for more than two consecutive 
days a medical certificate is required for administration.  

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 
newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 
that password  access is for parents and students of St 
Michael’s only.  
 

Netball Training 
St Michael’s Angels training is Thursday afternoon from  
3-4pm.  Mary Mills is on 16th September, the venue will be 
held at the Martyn Street Netball Courts this year. Very 
exciting. Thank you to Kim McCormack for her amazing 
coaching skills. Could all St Michael’s Doves please hand in 
your dresses. 
 
Schoolzine 
St Michael’s are going to be changing their newsletter into a 
new format. Greg Hoare with have more information in the 
Principal’s section next week. 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
Keep on smiling and be kind. 
Justine Hind  

 

 

CALENDAR 2016  
 

Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 

 

September 
Thur 8th Year 3 Liturgy @ 9.00am 
Fri 9th  Year 3 Assembly  
  Year 4-5 Gala Sports Day 
Mon 12th Cairns Penny announce Term 3 achiever  
Fri 16th  Mary Mills Netball and Jim Graham Cup Football 
  School concludes 
 

Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 4th  Students resume  
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 21st  Ball Games Carnival 
Fri 28th  Day for Daniel 
Fir 28th  World Teacher’s Day 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Tus 1st  All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Wed 2nd All Souls Day 
Thur 10th Prep 2017 Orientation Day in the Hall 
Thur 10th Bump Up Morning Prep—Year 5 
Thur 10th Year 7 Orientation Day St Mary’s 
Fri 11th  Remembrance Day 
Tue 15th Prep 2017 Transition Group 1 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 17th Prep 2017 Transition Group 2 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Tue 22nd Prep  2017 Transition Group 1 
Thur 24th Prep 2017 Transition Group 2 
Fri 25th  Year 7 Orientation Day Gordonvale State High School 
Fri 25th  School Reports posted by mail 
Wed 30th Senior Farewell Mass Year 6 @ 6pm in the Church 
 

December 
Thur 1st Year 6 farewell Excursion—Sugarworld 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016        

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

St. Michael’s Sports News 
 

Gala Day – this Friday 9th September 
 

Gala Day of sport will be on this Friday 91h 
September. This is a day when all the schools 
in our District gather to compete in various 
sports. Our children will be involved in Soccer, 

Tennis, Hockey, Touch Football and T-Ball.  
 

All students will need to come to school in the morning, 
where rolls will be marked and they will be organised into 
their sport before heading off to their venue. 
 

If your child is playing the following sports they will travel to 
their venue by bus: 

Senior Hockey at Hambledon State School 
Junior Hockey at Bentley Park College 
Mixed T-Ball at Bentley Park College 
Junior Soccer at Petersen Park, Edmonton 

 

If your child is playing the following sports they will be 
walking to their venue: 

Senior Touch Football at Alley Park, Gordonvale 
Senior Soccer at Johnson Park, Gordonvale 
Mixed Tennis at Norman Park, Gordonvale 

 

Please make sure your child/ren come in their full sports 
uniform and have their school hat, a water bottle, 
sunscreen and their lunch. Some venues will not have a 
tuckshop available. Hambledon State School and Bentley 
Park College are the only venues that will have a tuckshop. 
Children attending these venues will bring a menu home this 
week. 
 

A big thankyou to the parents who have offered to assist 
with supervision and referee/umpire on the day, your help is 
really appreciated. All games will commence at 10am and the 
last games will be completed by 2pm. Please see the 
supervising teacher for a list of the rules, or come and see 
me before Friday to receive a copy. 
 

Finally this is a celebration of sport and is all about fun, there 
are no medals or trophies at the end of this day. I hope every 
child enjoys Gala day and displays the St. Michael’s Way in all 
they do. 
 

St. Michael’s Dragons take on Gordonvale Primary School 
Today our rugby league team will play a game against 
Gordonvale Primary School. This game will be from 4-5pm at 
Alley Park. We will use this to get our team ready for the Jim 
Graham Cup next week. A big thankyou to G.S.S for saying 
yes to this game and giving us the opportunity to fine tune 
our team before our big day against all other Catholic 
Schools. 
 

St. Michael’s Dragons Training 
Our last training for the year will be next Tuesday at Alley 

Park from 4 – 5 pm. All players need to attend this training 

session.  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 

 
Prep A  Jenna White 
  Displaying the St Michael’s Way with her   
  beautiful manners and kind nature 
Prep B  Gabriella Azzopardi 
  Having beautiful manners and being ready for all 
  learning tasks 
Year 1A Mia Stewart 
  For being a great friend and always helping  
  others. You always try your best at everything  
  you do 
  Zane Kapor 
  For showing the St Michael’s Way and doing  
  your best in all school work. Well done!  
Year 1B Madeline Black 
  For being a great helper in class. You are a great  
  peer tutor. Thanks 
Year 2A Cale Gravagna 
  For approaching all learning opportunities with  
  a positive, can-do attitude! 
Year 2B Whole Class 
  Making your new teacher feel welcome and  
  working hard all week! 
Year 3A Kasey Schmerl 
  For putting in your best effort in all class tasks.  
  You work so hard in class. Great work! 
Year 3B Donnalene Maloney 
  For always showing resilience and getting on  
  with work to get the job done 
  Bradyn Prien  
  For showing confidence and working hard in  
  Maths  
Year 4A Evie Gravagna 
  Outstanding writing of show and don’t tell 
  Christian Tardiani 
  Settling into St Michael’s very well 
Year 4B Bohdi Williams—Carey 
  For displaying great organisation for the items  
  you need for school 
Year 5A Lara Fedorov 
  Fantastic effort towards her Maths Project 
Year 6A Simon McGowan 
  For persisting with his science task 
Year 6B Charlie Brain 
  Making an excellent start on your maths   
  assessment task 
  Andrew Oxford 
  For your outstanding efforts and enthusiasm in  
  Chinese throughout the term 

 
 

  

Finance: Term 3 Fees are now overdue. A   

reminder has been sent home via email. Please 

contact the office if you need an extension. 

Thank you. School accounts must be finalised 

by 16 September. 

 

 

September 

4th Danielle Worsnop 

6th Maddison Flanagan 

7th Mya Horsfall 

8th Ryley Ferguson 

8th Tiajuana Singleton 

8th Jessie Ziegler 

10th Ayden Piccolo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

PREMIER’S READING  
CHALLENGE 
Well done to the 72 students who completed 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge.  Your official 
certificate will be delivered by the end of  
October.  Each student who participated has 
received a Macca’s Reward Certificate and a 
party bag. 
Year 4B were the only class with 100%  
participation, congratulations. 

Zoe van Drie and Bree Pen-
drigh are representing  
Hockey in Karumba all this 
week. 

Vicki Coutts is resuming the summer swimming season.  Classes commence 
5th Oct, mornings and afternoons available. Catering for Babies, Toddlers, 
School age and stroke correction.  

Enquires ph. 40554467, email vickiknb@bigpond.net.au or see Facebook 

mailto:vickiknb@bigpond.net.au


 

 

 
 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

Out of School Hours Care 
 
If you would like further information or would like to enrol 
your child/ren, contact details are as follows: 
 
Mobile: 0487438831 
Phone: 40562774 
 
Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
All children have habits - Cairns Penny can help them develop good habits with our First Penny Saver account. 
Open a First Penny Saver and they’ll see their savings grow. And with a great interest rate they’ ll grow even faster. 
They don’t need to save a lot - every penny counts.  
You’re never too young to start saving so why not start a great habit today?  
Looking after children’s savings since 1899 
 
Come and see the ladies from Cairns Penny, every Wednesday 815-845am. 
They would love to help you get your savings started.  
 


