
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
As Catholics, we are challenged to find the 
‘grace-filled’ moments in our everyday lives.  
Even more so, we are challenged to BE the 
‘grace-filled’ moments.   How do we treat those 
around us?  What are our acts of love and 
forgiveness?  As parents and teachers, we are 
called to be examples to our children and 
students through our acts of love and 
forgiveness.  This is our call as a Catholic 
Family. 
 
Towards 2015 

As we begin our planning for next year, it is 
essential that we have accurate figures for 
our 2015 enrolment.  If your child will not 

be attending St Michael’s next year, please 
let the office know in writing.  As our school 

receives funding based on enrolments, 
accurate information is needed.  Please let 
us know any changes as soon as you can. 
 
The Importance of Failure 

“Everyone who has ever succeeded has failed.” 

Recently, I have come across articles on the 

importance of failure—a challenging concept for 

teachers and parents who are so often focused on 

helping children to succeed.  A growing body of 

evidence seems to suggest that rather than only 

working on building up students’ self esteem, 

perhaps part of our focus also should be on helping 

children to take risks and deal with failure.  After all, 

it is adversity and life’s setbacks which ultimately 

teach us how to become strong and resilient. 

Prominent psychologist, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg 

believes that when we sugar-coat failure to preserve a 

child’s self esteem, we are doing more harm in the 

long run, because children have little capacity to deal 

with the real world once they leave school.  He 

suggests that we need to allow children to be 

‘inspired by misfortune’.  It is this ‘tough love’ 

which will ultimately inspire them to strive and 

achieve. 

We need to see struggles as an opportunity for 

growth. 

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal:  it is the 

courage to continue that counts.”  

(Winston Churchill) 

 
St Michael’s Day Mass 

On Tuesday 16th September at 9am we will 
be celebrating St Michael’s Day with a 

whole school mass.  All parents and friends 
are welcome to join us for what will be a 

wonderful occasion. 
 
Talk Like a Pirate Free Dress Day 
St Michael’s will be having a free dress day on 
Friday 19th September in aid of Childhood Cancers.  
A donation towards this worthy cause will be 
greatly appreciated. 
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Prayer for the Week 
Grace 

In the words of St Paul, “Grace to you and peace from God Our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:7) 

“Grace comes through the powerful acts of those around us: the acts of love, 
selflessness, forgiveness and affection.  This grace of which Jesus was full, 

this grace is the life of God” (Bill Huebsch) 
Gracious God, You gift us with abundant and unbounded love. 

Open our eyes to the moments and movements of your grace in our lives, 
And open our hearts to know the wellspring of gratitude that arises within us. 

We make this prayer through Jesus, your gift of grace. 
Amen. 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Important Dates for Term 3 
12 September—Gala Sports Day 
19 September—Talk Like a Pirate Free Dress 
Day 
19 September—Jim Graham and Mary Mills 
Competitions 
 
Important Dates for Term 4 
6 Oct—Labour Day Public Holiday 
7 Oct—Students resume 
17 Oct—Loud Shirt Day 
23 Oct—Cybersafety Talks Years 3-7 
30 Oct—Music Count Us In 
31 Oct—World Teachers Day 
31 Oct—Day for Daniel 
1 Nov—All Saints Day 
2 Nov—All Souls Day—School Parish Mass at 
8am 
6 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day for Catholic High 
Schools 
11 Nov—Remembrance Day 
11-13 Nov—Yr 5/6/7 Camp 
13 Nov - Prep 2015 Information Night 
14 Nov—Year 8 Orientation Day for Catholic 
High Schools 
14 Nov—Prep 2015 Orientation Morning 
14 Nov—2015 Bump Up Morning 
26 Nov—Yr 7 Orientation Day for Gordonvale 
High 
27 Nov—Yr 8 Orientation Day for Gordonvale 
High 
28 Nov—Reports posted 
3 Dec—Farewell Mass Yr 6/7 at 6pm 
4 Dec—Yr 6/7 Farewell Excursion 
5 Dec—Last day of 2014 school year.  Students 
finish at 12 noon. 
 
Gala Sports Day 
Our older students will be involved in the 
interschool Gala Day sports competition on Friday 
12th September.  Further information will be 
forwarded to parents via a note. 
 
Jim Graham & Mary Mills Competitions 
Our football and netball teams will compete in 
these competitions on Friday 19th September 
which are between other Catholic schools in our 
Diocese.  These competitions are named after two 
great educators within the Cairns Diocese, Mr Jim 

Graham who was the first lay principal in a Cairns 
Diocesan School and Sister Mary Mills who was a 
principal in Mareeba and leader of the Sisters of 
Mercy in our Diocese. 
 
Community Prayers 
We pray for my cousin, Peter Jeffries who is being 
treated for cancer.  We pray for Trish Nash, a 
principal colleague diagnosed with cancer. If anyone 
has anything which they would like mentioned in our 
community prayers, please let me know. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pandf.org.au/2014/20140829/

index.html  
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 St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

http://www.pandf.org.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=13116176&KID=181697&LID=913724
http://www.pandf.org.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=13116176&KID=181697&LID=913724


 

APRE NEWS 
FATHERS DAY 2014:  Happy Fathers 

Day to all our Dads and Grandads in the 

community.  What a gorgeous day to 

celebrate ‘family’ together.  We also 

remember all those dads who are no longer 

with us. 

I would like to acknowledge Mrs Ngaire 

Shelley, who organised another wonderful 

Fathers Day stall.  The range of gifts gets better each year and 

the stall really does provide the students of St Michael’s with an 

opportunity to express their gratitude to their dads. 

Many thanks also to the army of helpers who helped to sell 

gifts.  We couldn’t run the stall without you. 

 

ACTING JUSTLY: The Grade 5 and 5/6 classes led us in 

prayer on Fridays assembly.  They reminded us that, as 

Catholics, we are called to act justly like Jesus.  The important 

message that the students shared was that justice is action. 

 

FIRST EUCHARIST:  Our communicants will be receiving 

the Body and Blood of Jesus for the first time on Sunday.  We 

keep them in our thoughts and prayers as they make their final 

preparations this week. 

Mass starts at 8:00am. 

 

THE FEAST OF ST MICHAEL:  The feast of the Arch 

Angels is on September 29 and thus, always falls in our 

September holidays.  We will be having a Mass to acknowledge 

our patron on Tuesday, September 16 at 9:00am.  Please come 

and join us. 

 

CIRCUS EXTRAVAGANZA: Last Friday our Preps held 

their Circus Extravaganza.  What a show!  Among a cast of 

thousands were prancing ponies, performing puppies, acrobats, 

magicians, strong men, pretty ladies doing tricks on ponies, 

jugglers, tight-rope walkers, scary lions and tigers, stunt riders a 

snake charmer and of course the ringmaster.  The performance 

was an amazing feat of tricks and fancy costumes, and the right 

balance between organisation and fun.  A special hip hooray 

goes to the production managers Mrs Fitz and Mrs Fedorov, the 

directors, Miss Colleen and Miss Adrienne, the parents and 

families- wow  those costumes were fantastic and of course to 

our performers.  These are the events that build memories and 

make learning come to life for our students. 

 

CALANNA SPEAKING COMPETITION:  Congratulations 

to the senior students who represented St Michael’s at the 

Calanna Speaking Competition, last week- Madelyn Oxford, 

Chloe Maggs, Ebony Landouw and Mia Watchers .  Whilst the 

girls did not make it into the next round, I was told they spoke 

with confidence and were very organised in preparing and 

presenting their speech. 

We now have Jasmine McGowan representing St Michael’s in 

the next stage of the competition.  Good luck Jasmine- we know 

you will put in your best effort! 

 

Have a blessed week 

Lyndal Rick 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 
 

SCHOOL FEES  went home with eldest in 

the family on the 28th July. Accounts are 

payable within 14 days. Second Reminders 

will be coming home this week in the mail. 

Please disregard if you have paid since the 

date of letter. We have finished our system 

changes. I am very positive about this new system, thank you 

so much for your support over the last month. Please do not 

hesitate to contact Administration or email if you have any 

questions. 
 

ABSENT CHILDREN If your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents tab then 

newsletters, the password is stmichaels, please be reminded 

that password  access is for parents and students of St 

Michael’s only.  
 

UNIFORMS NORMAL HOURS 

Tuesday's—2.45pm—3.30pm 

Friday’s—8.15am—9.30am 

EFTPOS is available. All cheques to Helen Booij  

Ph: Helen 0407711501 

hbooij@iig.com.au 
 

SCHOOL BANKING  Janelle will still be visiting the school 

Wednesday for all your School Banking needs. Reminder  

8.00am in Office.   

 

Senior Netball Girls for Gala Day are to be 

dropped off and picked up at the Johnson Park 

Netball Courts this Friday. If they catch buses they 

will be transported to and from the school. 

Justine Hind 

CALENDAR 2014 
TERM 3 

 

12th Sep Gala Sports Day 

14th Sep First Eucharist  @ 8.00am 

16th Sep St Michael’s Mass @ 9.00am 

19th Sep Jim Graham and Mary Mills Cup 

  Talk like a Pirate Free Dress Day 
 

TERM 4 

6th Oct Labour Day Public Holiday 

7th Oct Students Resume 

17th Oct Loud Shirt Day 

21st Oct P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm Meeting Room 

  All welcome 

23rd Oct Cybersafety Talks Years 3-7 

  St Augustine’s College Music Concert  

  @ 11.15am Basketball Courts 

30th Oct Music Count Us In 

31st Oct World Teachers Day 

  Day for Daniel 

1st Nov All Saints Day 

2nd Nov All Souls Day School Parish Mass @ 8am 

6th Nov Yr 7 Orientation Day for Catholic High  

  Schools 

11th Nov Remembrance Day 

11-13th Nov  SCHOOL CAMP Yr5/6/7 

13th Nov Prep Information Night 2015 

14th Nov Year 8 Orientation Day for Catholic High  

  Schools 

  Prep 2015 Orientation Morning 

26th Nov Yr 8 Orientation Day for GSH 

28th Nov Report Cards Posted in Mail 

3rd Dec Farewell Mass Yr 6/7 @ 6pm 

5th Dec School Concludes. Students finish @   

  12.00pm. No school buses 
2014 Term Dates 

Term 3 Mon 14th July—Fri 19th Sept 10 weeks 
Term 4 Tues 7th Oct—Fri 5th Dec     9 weeks 

 

Bus for the Gala Day will be leaving St Michael’s no 

8.40am sharp and arriving back to the school for  

normal finish time for students to catch buses etc. If 

student is late they will need to find own transport. 

 

 
8th Sep Jesse Ziegler 

8th Sep  Ryley Ferguson 

8th Sep Christopher Janusz 

11th Sep Rhys Quirk 

12th Sep Paige Allan 

 

A huge Thank You to all the  

Wonderful ladies 

who helped with 

the Fathers Day 

stall last 

week.  Your help 

made for a very 

successful event.  

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Year 1A Kellen Steinberg 

  For working hard to get tasks completed.  

  Keep working hard! 

Year 1B Kyle Horwood 

  For listening well and working hard to learn 

  the c or k rule. Well done! 

Year 2A Jesse Ziegler 

  For presenting always his work in precise,  

  beautiful way. Well done! 

Year 2B Janice Mathew 

  Working hard in Maths this week. Well  

  done! 

Year 3A Brody Stanfield 

  For working really hard to complete your  

  information report. Keep up the great  

  work! 

  Jack Savage 

  For working really hard to complete your  

  information report. Keep up the great  

  work! 

Year 4A Sally Hitchings  

  For being consistent in your spelling this  

  term! You challenge yourself every week to 

  do better. Great work! 

Year 4B Jasmin Maggs 

  Excellent spelling effort and results 

  Luke Powell 

  Excellent spelling effort and results 

Year 5A Rhys Quirk 

  For your great effort in all areas of  

  school. Rhys well done and keep up this  

  great work 

Year 5/6A Catherine Janusz 

  Demonstrating all 5 school values each and 

  every day 

  Laura Schaible 

  For your hard work and commitment in all  

  learning areas throughout the term 

Year 7A Guruji Wagner 

  For your display of leadership and   

  dedication in all that your do 

 

 

  
 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 
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