
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
This week is our last week of school prior to the 
Easter holidays. It has been a very busy time for our 
teachers in particular. 
 

Last Saturday our teachers attended the annual 
Diocesan Religious Education Conference. There 
were some excellent presenters at the Conference 
and I am sure each staff member has gained 
something from their attendance on the day, much 
of which they will be able to use as part of their 
teaching in Religious Education. 
 

On Sunday we had the Palm Sunday celebrations in 
our parish Church. It was great to see so many staff, 
students and parents in attendance and I thank you 
for making the effort. The morning was certainly a 
very good liturgical celebration with our own school 
choir, the Papua New Guinea musicians as well as 
the special Palm Sunday liturgy which included a 
procession. 
 

Parent-teacher interviews are also taking place at 
the moment. These interviews will continue 
throughout this week for some classes and even 
into next term. If you have not organised an 
interview I would urge you to do so as it is really 
important that you get the opportunity to talk to your 
child’s teacher and get feedback on how your child 
is going at school. Developing good relationships 
between school and home will ultimately lead to the 
best education for your child.  

At this stage as we conclude our first term for the 
year and my first at St Michael’s I would like to make 
some general observations about the school.. 
 The Staff: I believe the school is blessed with the 
staff we have. They are all dedicated, hard working 
and totally professional in their approaches to your 
child’s education. 
 

The Students: The students at this school are great 
students who have a tremendous desire to do their 
best. They are very friendly and get along extremely 
well with each other. I have been most impressed 
with the number of students who say hello as I walk 
around the school. It is not only a great reflection on 
the school but it is also a great reflection on the 
families that are part of this community.  
 

The St Michael’s Way: There is a real feel that 
something is special here. I see the use of this 
phrase as being such a positive for this school. 
The Way Forward: Throughout the next 2 terms the 
school will be investing heavily on upgrading the 
computer technology within the school. At present 
we have formed a committee who are doing some 
reflection as well as research on the best way 
forward going into the future.  
 

Prep 2017 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2017.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 
will begin interviews in Term 2.  Don’t miss out 
on a place for your child!! 
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Prayer for the Week 

Prayer for Holy Week 

 Father, 

This week we recall 
the last events  

in the life of Your Son, 
leading up to his crucifixion and death. 

Grant us the strength 
to perfectly follow his teachings,  

and imitate his actions, 
So that we might serve him fully, 

and share eternal life with all the saints. 
We pray in his name. Amen. 



Holy Week Celebrations 
As  we now enter into the final week of this 

term we are in the most important time of 
the Church's calendar year, Holy Week. 

Holy Week began with Palm Sunday, where 
we celebrated Jesus triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem.  Later in the week we will be 

celebrating Holy Thursday where Jesus 
celebrated the Last Supper with his 
disciples. We then move to Good Friday 

where we commemorate Christ’s crucifixion 
on the Cross. The highlight of the whole 

Christian story is the celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday.  
 

I would encourage all families to take the 

opportunity to attend Church services 
during Holy Week as a way of sharing these 
events with your children.   
 

Holy Week Services at St Michael’s Parish 
Holy Thursday—7.30pm 
Good Friday—9.00am Stations of the Cross 
Prayer Gallery Walk 10am in the Hall.  Come 
along and see the great work done by our 
students. 
3.00pm Liturgy of the Passion of our Lord 
Easter Saturday Night—7.00pm Mass 
Easter Sunday Morning—8.00am Mass  
Please give serious consideration to attending 
one of these services to honour the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 

Staff 
Mrs Dorina Gawley will be on leave during this 
week and the first week after the school 
holidays. We welcome Mrs Christine Steinberg 
into our front office during Dorina’s absence. I 
would also like to welcome Mrs Jodie Worsnop 
back to the school after being away on leave 
throughout most of this term. Christine 
Steinberg has been replacing Jodie during her 
absence.  
 

“Stop, Drop, Go” Zone 
As you would already be aware the area directly 
in front of the school office (Mill Street) is a 
“stop, drop, go zone”. To ensure that traffic 
continues to flow in this area parents are 
requested to move their vehicles to the end of 

the “stop, drop, go” to try to keep the area 
moving. Parking is not permitted in the “stop, 
drop, go” zone before and after school.  
 

Please note that there is NO parking on the 
school side of Mill Street. All parking on Mill 
Street needs to be on the opposite side of the 
road.   The island has been created to assist 
pedestrians in crossing the road safely.  It is 
illegal to do a U-turn at the end of the island.   
   

Car Park 
It has been brought to my attention that there 
have been both students and parents walking 
through the car park area at the same time as 
vehicles have been entering or leaving. This is a 
very dangerous practice which could eventually 
lead to an accident occurring.  I am requesting 
that all parents and students please use the 
front gate to access the school from Mill Street 
and not walk through the car park. 
 

The safety of all children is our number one 
priority at this school. 
 

 School Holidays 
The Easter Vacation begins on Thursday 24th 
March.  School resumes on Monday 11th April. 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for the family involved in the recent 
stabbing in our community. We also pray for those 
who were directly and indirectly involved. There 
were certainly some members of our own community 
who have been affect by these events. Thoughts 
and prayers for Trish Logan’s father and sister who 
are unwell. 
 

Thank you for your support, 

Greg Hoare 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
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Tuckshop News 
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to the following 
parents who have helped in the Tuckshop this term.   
 
Renee Edwards 
Christine Steinberg 
Lauren Way 
Jen Walsh 
 
A big thank you also goes out to the Year 6 students who 
have taken on the role of Tuckshop Helpers each week.   
 
We truly appreciate the help from our school community. 
Ngaire and Melissa 
 



 

APRE THOUGHTS 
 

On Sunday the Parish celebrated Palm Sunday, 

and what a joyous, community centred 

celebration it was!  The PNG prayer group 

lead us in song and dance, Kale Gravagna 

processed in as Jesus on the Donkey, and 

our school choir preformed beautifully led 

by Kylie Schmerl and Trish Logan.  Many thanks to the 

families that joined us for these celebrations, and teachers 

who offered their leadership and support. 

 

The week leads us into Holy Week.  Holy Week and Easter 

are of upmost importance in our Liturgical Calendar.  It is a 

time to stop and reflect on what the call to being a follower of 

Jesus is, and be thankful for the sacrifice and gift Jesus gave 

us.   

 

As a Catholic Community, Holy Week can be a powerful 

opportunity to enter into prayer and reflect.  It may be that we 

read the story of Jesus in the Garden, and reflect on the trust 

that Jesus had in his Father and the journey before Him.  Or 

perhaps as a family you could think about the story of the feet 

washing and talk about our willingness to help those in need 

and be available to people in our community.  Maybe on Good 

Friday you could have a quiet day with your family and have a 

simple meal together. 

 

St. Michael’s School will reflect on Holy Week this year 

through a Prayer Gallery Walk.  This will be set up in the Hall 

from Tuesday, and parents are most welcome to take a quiet 

moment and walk through the space.  Our school will also be 

involved in the Parish Stations of the Cross on Friday at the 

Church at 9am.  All are most welcome to attend. 

 

May you all enjoy the holiday break. 

 

Blessings, 

Sarah Hession 

 

 

 
 



 

 St Michael’s Church 
 

Parish No: 4056 1187       

Office No: 4056 3313 

 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 4056 1187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

“Fancy Dress” 

Thursday 24th March 

Gold Coin Donation 



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

    Administration News 
 

SCHOOL FEES have been processed. 

Payment was due on the 29th February.  

Please contact the office if you have not 

received your fees yet. Thank you for your 

prompt payment. Fees need to be finalised for 

Term 1 on Thursday 24th March 2016 

ABSENT CHILDREN if your children are away during 

school hours, families must contact the school regarding their 

absence. Families can simply email the Office on 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au OR phone the 

Office on 4056 1614. Email is a quick and easy way to report 

your children are absent,  even the night before. It is very 

important to contact the school if your child is absent. Thank 

you for your co-operation with this matter. 

Volunteer Induction Forms 

All parents and carers are required to complete and sign a 

volunteers induction form on a year to year basis before you 

are able to attend classrooms. Thank you for your 

help with this. 
 

ST MICHAEL’S WEBSITE 
http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/ , go to parents 

tab then newsletters, the password is stmichaels, 

please be reminded that password  access is for parents and 

students of St Michael’s only.  
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Netball, Spirit Committee, Student Council and Choir 

photos will be taken on  Wednesday 23rd March @ 2.00pm 

Photo day was very successful. Photos will go home with 

students normally in around week four of term 2.  
 

LOST PROPERTY  

There are a lot of lost property items at the front desk of the 

administration and in our lost property bin underneath the stairs 

next to the uniform shop. Can parents and students please 

check to see if any belong to you. Items will be discarded at the 

end of every term. Thank you for checking items. 
 

EASTER BREAK 

Have a safe and enjoyable Easter break. The Office will be 

closed until 11th April. If you have any queries please email 

secretary.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  See you all back 

safe and sound on the 11th April. Happy Easter!! 
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

School Banking Resumes on Wednesday 13th April 
 

Laugh for the week:  How does the moon cut it’s hair?? 

It Eclipse’s it!!!! Arrhhh hahhhaaa thanks Tom 

Hession 

Have a wonderful week! Justine Hind 

CALENDAR 2016  
March  
Wed 23rd Choir, Netball, Spirit Committee and Student Council  
  School Photos @ 2.00pm Formal Uniform Please 
Thur 24th “FANCY DRESS” Gold Coin Donation 
  Come as your favorite athlete, book or movie  
  character, super hero etc for Caritas  
  School Concludes  
Fri 25th  Good Friday 
 
Term 2 Monday 11th Apr—Friday 24th Jun 11w 
April 
Wed 13th Cairns Penny Banking Resumes 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Southern Corridor Cup First Game  (Netball) 
Mon 25th Anzac Day 
May 
Mon 2nd Labour Day 
Mon 9th St Monica’s and St Augustine’s Visit Year 5 
  @ 9.00-10.30am 
Sun 15th Pentecost @ 8.00am 
Tues 17th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
June 
Fri 10th  School Disco 
Tues 21st P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Wed  22nd Year 5/6 Camp  Echo Creek  Adventure Centre 
Until Fri 24th  Camp Fees processed in Term 1 Fees 
 
 
Term 3 Monday 11 July—Friday 16th Sep  10w 
July 
Fri 15th Confirmation @ 6pm 
Tues 19th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 21st Pupil Free Day CTJ Teachers 
Fri 22nd Cairns Show Public Holiday  
August 
Mon 8th Wonders Of Living Parent Information  1.45-2.45pm 
Sun 14th First Communion @ 8am 
Mon 15th Whole School Mass—Assumption 
Tues 16th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Thur 18th Wonders Of Living Program Yr 1-6 
 
 
Term 4 Tuesday 4th Oct—Friday  2nd Dec  9w 
October  
Mon 3rd Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Tue 18th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Sun 30th School Mass 
November 
Wed 2nd All Saints Mass @ 9.00am 
Tues 15th P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm ALL WELCOME 
Fri 18th  School Disco 
Wed 30th Senior Graduation Night 
 
December 
Fri 2nd  Whole School Mass Last Day of School 
  12.00pm School Concludes for 2016 

 
 

FANCY DRESS THURSDAY 24TH 
COME AS YOUR FAVORITE ATHLETE, BOOK OR MOVIE 

CHARACTER ORSUPER HERO!! 

Out of School Hours Care 
 

If you would like further information or would like to enrol 

your child/ren, contact details are as follows: 

Mobile: 0487438831 

Phone: 40562774 

Email: oshc.gordonvale@ccelc.catholic.org.au 

Or come in and pay us a visit. 

http://www2.stmichael.qld.edu.au/
https://bookings.parentteacheronline.com.au/Logon2.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdefault.aspx%3fschool%3dmm3qv&school=mm3qv


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 

 
Prep A Skylaa Fisher 
  For enjoying St Patrick’s Day activities. 
  Enjoying learning is the St Michael’s Way 
Prep B Qina Van Den Bos 
  Showing care and kindness to a friend 
  Boston Demas 
  Displaying the St Michael’s value of learning 
Year 1A Olivia Bryan 
  For being a kind and caring classroom 
  member who is always willing to lend a 
  hand 
  Marcus Volpi 
  For always putting a huge effort into  
  everything you do. Keep up the hard work 
Year 1B Lyla Pendrigh 
  For working hard in class and for being 
  friendly with your classmates 
Year 2A Mandilee Ashworth—Beard 
  For being such a compassionate person to 
  your classmates 
Year 2B Isabelle Fudala 
  For excellent use of reading strategies this 
  week. What a ripper reader! 
  Ava Tsakissiris 
  What a great effort you have shown lately. 
  Keep it up Ava! 
Year 3A Lucy Arthur 
  For working hard this tem on all class  
  activities. Keep up the great work! 
Year 3B Tiara Thao 
  For always showing respect for others and 
  being ready to learn 
Year 4A Cooper Cheshire 
  Mason Walsh 
  Billie Dean 
  Fantastic effort in Reading 
Year 4B Matilda Harris 
  For working hard in class and displaying 
  great persistence. Well done! 
Year 5A Douglas Molony 
  Working well in class and showing St  
  Michael’s Way! 
  Hope Pearce 
  Always displaying the St Michael’s Way! 
Year 6B Flynn Eden 
  For your organisational skills and exemplary 
  manners. You are a great role model for 
  your classmates  

 
 

Year 6B Kelly Carter 
  For your enthusiasm and valuable  
  contribution to all science, history and  
  geography activities 

 
 

Prep A    Will Powell         Prep B    Nahla Hillman 
                  Boston Demas 
Year 1A    Baide Camp          Year 1B Will Officer 
Year 2A    Cale Gravagna          Year 2B  Deegan Fisher 
Year 3A    Kyan Stanfield          Year 4A   Nakoda Schaible     
Year 4B   Jacob Van Den Boss  
Year 5A    Ruby Greenwood 

Brooklyn Wallwork, Izzie Jones, Madison Azzopardi, 
Mulan Neal, Lawson Poole, Noah Pickup 
 



 

 
 

 

March 

23rd Amelia Arcidiacono 

25th Ashaleigh Boyle 

26th Simon McGowan 

27th Thomas Curley Rhys Hennessy 

28th Ash Summers 

29th Hannah Shelley Arthur Tsakissiris 

31st Jacob Van Den Bos 

April 

1st Odin D’Orchimont       Seth Real-Cook 

 Averie Snoad 

4th Billie Dean        Braydon Hutchins 

5th Sam Grauf        Jordi Stowers 

6th Coby Cream  

8th Talisha Steinberg 

9th Rory Poynting 

10th Rylee Whitby     Bodhi Williams-Carey 

12th Jasmin Maggs     Mati Rollason 
  

 

Happy Birthday Munchkins!  

 



 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

TYCs Easter School Holiday Drama Activities 5yrs – 12yrs 
Spin along to TYC for our upcoming Awesome Autumn Drama 
Programs (5yrs - 12yrs) these Holidays and get your early bird 
saving & TYC Student Discount! First up we have our Four-Day 
Drama School Program, Around the Bend with Adventure 
Timez: The Magic is Back! (29/3 – 1/4: 9am - 3pm) with Special 
National Guest Artist, Australian Theatre for Young People. 
Next up with have our Autumn Drama One-Day Program with Za-
ny Impro (4/5: 9am - 3pm). Then to finish off the holidays we have 
another Four-Day Drama School Program, Wizarding Worlds: 
Fantastic Beasts and Treats (5/4 - 8/4: 9am - 3pm), with Special 
Local Guest Artist, Hayley Gillespie. Explore acting, costumes, 
lighting, sound and multimedia elements, finishing with a creative 
performance on the final afternoon. Learn the essentials of stage 
performance through improvisation, role-play and characterization 
activities and then perform in front of a live audience with cos-
tumes, sets, props, sound effects, live projections and theatrical 
lighting!! Book today and get your Early Bird Saving before Sat 
March 19. For more information phone 40414066, 
email info@theyoungcompany.com.au or visit our web-
site www.theyoungcompany.com.au 

mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/


Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   

 

 


