
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Care Givers,  
This week has a joyfilled tone as we enter into 
the second part of Lent with a spirit of 
eagerness.  Our celebration of the mercy and 
life given to us in Jesus is near.  The Sunday 
readings are profound.  We have been saved by 
our Lord, Jesus, the Christ.  That is consoling at 
this part of Lent.  It is not the work we do that 
saves us.  It is God’s love—in the midst of our 
darkness.  We can ask to be ‘lifted up’ with 
Jesus in his surrender with the Father: lifted up 
on the cross and therefore, lifted up in Glory.  
And, we can express our desire to be an 
instrument of his healing love, in the hearts of 
those to whom he sends us.  Let’s all remember 
that we are truly loved by God and that we can 
be a ‘light’ that shines that love in the world. 
 

Palm Sunday Mass 
St Michael’s School will be leading our parish 
mass on Palm Sunday 29th March at 8am.  
The choir will be singing and we would like to 
see as many children come along as possible to 
celebrate this special day.  Fr Jude has asked 
the children to come dressed up (like the people 
of Jesus’ time) so that they can participate in the 
palm parade—waving palms.  Fr Jude has also 
told the children about a surprise guest so 
parents are invited to bring along your cameras. 
 

Prep 2016 
We are now taking enrolments for Prep in 2016.  
I would ask all existing families to please collect 
an enrolment package as soon as possible as I 
will begin interviews in Term 2.  If you know of 
any families looking at enrolling at St Michael’s, 

please ask them to contact the office for an 
enrolment package. 
 

School Holidays 
The Easter Vacation begins on Thursday 

2nd April at 2.55pm  School resumes on 
Monday 20th April. 
 

P&F Social Function 
Our P&F have organized a social function for Friday 27th 
March at 5.30pm at the Gordonvale Pool.  It is a great 
opportunity to get together.  Please return your forms if you 
intend to come along.  A reminder that children must have 
a supervising adult in attendance. 
 

Cross Country Congratulations 

Well done to all those children who 

participated in our school cross country on 
Friday.  What great determination and 
resilience was shown.  A special thanks to 

Mr Gravagna and the staff who helped to 
organize this event.  Also a huge thanks to 
the large numbers of parents who assisted 

with supervision and ensuring the safety of 
our students. 
 

School Photos 

THIS THURSDAY we have our school photo 

day.  ALL students are to wear their FORMAL 

uniform (NO sports uniforms) with black 

shoes.  Please ensure that students are 

looking their best for this day.  Thank you for 

your support. 
Year 5/6 Camp 
Our senior students will be heading off to their 
annual camp at Lake Tinaroo from Tuesday 31st 
March to Thursday 2nd April.  Thanks to the staff 
who will be giving up their time to attend camp 
with the students. 
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Prayer for the Week 
O God, who through your word reconcile the human race to yourself in a  

wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with prompt devotion and eager faith the 

Christian people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come.   

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  



Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Feast of the Annunciation 
On Thursday 26th March we celebrate the Feast 
of the Annunciation when the Angel Gabriel 
came to Mary, asking her to be the mother of 
Jesus.  This feast day reminds us that we can 
say ‘Yes’ to God as we are called to have Jesus 
come into our lives each day. 
 

Important Dates for Term 1 
Thurs 26th Mar—Photo Day 
Sun 29th Mar—Palm Sunday School/Parish 
Mass at 8am 
31 Mar-2 Apr—Yr 5/6 Camp @ Tinaroo 
Thurs 2rd Apr—Last day of term 
Fri 3rd Apr—Good Friday 
 

Additional Yearly Levy 
St Michael’s School uses the PAT testing program which 
provides standardized testing for students.  This 
information is essential to track and monitor student 
progress. PAT Resource Centre provides online support 
to teachers which gives information around intervention 
strategies to assist student learning and progress.  The 
cost per student from Year 2-6 for this will be $7 which will 
be added to your Term 2 school fee account.  The 
information provided will be invaluable in allowing 
teachers to individualise work for children. 

 

Important Dates Term 2 
20 April—School resumes 
21 April—Dancefever begins—every Tuesday 
for the term 
25 April—Anzac Day 
30 April—Michael Mangan Concert 
1 May—Mothers Day Stall Donation Day 
5 May—Mothers Day Stall 
10 May—Mothers Day 
11 May—St Monica’s & St Augustine’s visit at 
8.45am 
12-14 May—NAPLAN Testing 
18 May—Prep & Year 1 Puppet Show—Healthy 
Eating 
22 May— Pentecost Whole School Mass 
27 May—National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
29 May—Yr 3-6 Trial Day @ Johnson Park 
3 June—Student Principal for a Day 
8 June—Queens Birthday Holiday 
12 June—School Disco & P-2 Athletics Carnival 
19 June—Yr 3-6 Athletics Carnival @ Johnson 
Park 

23 June—Confirmation 
26 June—Last day of term 
 

Date Claimer 
Parent Education Sessions on supporting your child in 
the area of Maths will be held on Tuesday 19

th
 May.  Our 

presenter will be Dot Shea who is a guru of the Cairns 
Diocese in the teaching and learning of maths.  Please 
keep this date available. 
 

Community Prayers 
We pray for a member of the Schmerl family who 
has been unwell.  We continue to pray for my cousin 
Peter who is battling cancer.  If anyone has anything 
which they would like mentioned in our community 
prayers, please let me know. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

Lea Martin 

Email:  principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  
 

APRE NEWS 
 

PALM SUNDAY:  This Sunday is Palm 

Sunday where we remember when Jesus 

entered Jerusalem on a donkey, as was foretold 

in the Old Testament.  Jesus was greeted with 

great joy and enthusiasm 

with cries of Hosanna- an 

expression of joy and 

adoration.   

This Sunday, St Michael’s School is 

assisting Fr Jude with the Mass and 

members of the choir will be part of the 

procession into the church and the 

singing for the Mass.  Please come along 

and celebrate.  Mass commences at 

8:00am. 

 

HOLY WEEK: Next Wednesday, Grades P-4 will be 

gathering in the Church to remember the events of Holy Week.  

Each grade is responsible for acting out a part of the story.  

Please come along and share in this important event with us. 

Date: Wednesday, April 1 

Time: 9:00am 
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Thank you for your support, 

 

Lea Martin 

Email:   
principal.gordonvale@cns.catholic.edu.au  

A/Hours  0427 118 522 

Administration News 
 

You have to love DADS they are amazing, 

this morning I had a call from my dad to tell 

all the children that there is something very 

exciting to see on Friday and Saturday night. 

”have you got a pen handy?” he says. 

“hmmm I say ,that might be difficult being 

the secretary of the school”, I think he got it. Anyway the news 

is that on Friday night @8pm if you look to the SW and on 

Saturday night @ 7.06pm look to the SW, there is a SPACE 

STATION that is the size of a football field that will be 

crossing at the speed of a plane. Hoping you all see it. 
 

School Fees are well and truly due. They must be finalized 

before the 2nd April. I would like to thank you all for being so 

patient regarding the first school fee run on the new system and 

the first reminder letters. Families who are on direct debit 

hopefully will not receive them next time around. I will be 

doing a bit of twigging over the holidays. Once again thank 

you heaps and heaps for your patience. Please contact the 

office if you are experiencing any  financial hardship. 
 

 

Absent/Late Children/Specialists/Visitors and Volunteers 

MUST be reported to the Administration Office at all times 

This is a legal requirement for Health and Safety. Please be 

mindful when emailing or phoning in sick children to note your 

child/children’s class number eg 3A, 5B, Prep A etc. 
 

Please update your email, phone numbers or change of address 

constantly with Dorina or Justine for correspondence. Emailing 

or phoning this information  is perfect. 
 

Enrolments for 2016 Dorina has started to ring families for an 

interview for Prep 2016. Please ensure that you have your 

enrolment package completed and to the office to arrange an 

appointment. They are taking place next term. Don’t miss out! 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS ordering envelopes must be returned by 

the 25th March. There are spare in the administration if your 

child/ren didn’t bring one home. If you are wanting sibling 

photos envelopes are available at the Office. Please come to 

collect. 
 

A child has misplaced/lost his water bottle. 
It is metal with the Kuranda Train on the side. 
It is very special to them, if you have seen it could you 
please drop off to the office for their collection. Thank you 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
 

 

CALENDAR 2015 
 

Term 1  
 25th Football @ Mann Street—Jones Park @4.45pm  
  Players be need to be there at 3.45pm 
 26th SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
 26th Netball @ Bentley Park @ 4pm Semi Finals  
  Against Hambledon 1 Players need to be there  
  3.30pm 
 27th Term 1 School Fees To be Finalized 
 27th  Peninsula Netball Carnival @ Innisfail 
  P&F Pool Party @5.30pm– 7.30pm 
 29th  Palm Sunday @ 8.00 am School Choir 
 31st School Camp Year 5 & 6 Compulsory Curriculum  
April 2nd Cost for camp will be processed onto school fees 
 1st  Holy week P-4 Church @ 9.00am 
 2nd Southern Corridor Cup  finals Finishes 
 2nd Last Day Term 1 
 3rd Good Friday 
 6th  Easter Monday 
Term 2 Dance Fever Program Begins 
  2016 Prep Enrolments Begin 
April 20th School Resumes  
 25th Anzac Day March starts outside front GSS 9am 
 28th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 30th  Michael Mangan Concert 
May 10th Mother’s Day 
 11th St Monica’s School Visit 8.45am 
 12/13/14th NAPLAN TESTING 
 19th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 22nd  Pentecost Mass Whole School 
 25th National Simultaneous Storytime Day 
 29th Trial Day 3-6 Athletics Johnson Park 
June 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 12th P-2 Athletics Carnival St Michael’s School 
 12th Report Cards sent home—Fees must be finalized 
  P&F Social Disco  
 16th  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 19th 3-6 Athletics Carnival Johnson Park 
 23rd  Confirmation 
 26th  Last Day Term 2 
Term 3 
July 13th School Resumes 
 16th CTJ Day Pupil Free Day 
 17th Cairns Show Holiday Public Holiday 
 21st  P&F Meeting @ 5.30pm 
 27th Catholic Education Week 
Aug 7th Fowlers Netta Carnival 8-10year old 
 14th Assumption Mass Whole School 
 24th Book Fair/Book Week 
 28th  Fowlers Cup 12/U 
Sept 4th Ballgames Carnival Year 1-6 
 6th Father’s Day 
 11th Gala Day Carnival Yr4-6 
 13th First Eucharist 

     18th Jim Graham & Mary Mill Cup 
  Last Day of Term 3 



 

 

TYC Awesome Autumn Drama School 5yrs - 13yrs 

Spin along to TYC for our Awesome Autumn Drama 

School (5yrs - 13yrs) Holiday Programs. Get your training gear 

on for Program 1: Quidditch Cup: Let the Games Begin (7/4 

– 10/4, 9am – 3pm, Cairns City) with special guest costume artist 

Hayley Gillespie. Search through the live source code 

with Program 2: Minecraft: Return of Herobrine (13/4 – 

16/4, 9am – 3pm, Cairns City). Explore acting, costumes, 

lighting, sound and multimedia elements, finishing with a 

creative performance on the final afternoon. Learn the essen-

tials of stage performance through improvisation, role-play 

and characterization activities and then perform in front of a 

live audience with costumes, sets, props, sound effects, live 

projections and theatrical lighting!! For more information 

phone 40414066, email info@theyoungcompany.com.au or 

visit our website www.theyoungcompany.com.au. 

mailto:info@theyoungcompany.com.au
http://www.theyoungcompany.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Local building company 'Summers Homes' 

is looking for a Receptionist / Admin Support 

Officer to join their team.  School hours 3 - 5 

days per week (flexible).  If you are interested 

please phone Jill on 0427 200 804 or email 

resume to jillian.summers@bigpond.com  

mailto:jillian.summers@bigpond.com


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Friday the 27th of March, the year 6 
students will be hosting a Crazy Hair/
Silly Hat Day! Come to school sporting 
your craziest and wildest hairstyle and/
or hat! Bring a gold coin donation to 
raise money for the people of 
Rockhampton who were 
affected by Cyclone Marcia. 
Our community has many 
friends and family members in 
the area and we would like to 
help and support their community. 
Can’t wait to see your crazy styles!! 



 

 

 

 
 

 

23rd March  Amelia Arcidiacono 

26th March  Simon McGowan 

27th March  Thomas Curley 

   Rhys Hennessy 

28th March  Ash Summers 

29th March  Hannah Shelley 

   Arthur Tsakissiris 

   Jacob Van Der Bos 

 

SCHOOL CAMP NEXT TUESDAY -THURSDAY 

Year 5 & 6 please ensure you have all forms in! 

  St Michael’s Church 

Parish No: 40561187       

Office No: 40563313 
 

For all enquiries regarding Baptism for  
children or adults. 
Please contact Fr Jude on 40561187 

Email : stmichaelsparish@cairns.catholic.org.au 

Year 3 & 4 Bake Sale!! 
      

Over the past couple of weeks the Year 3’s & 

4’s have been learning about the Season of Lent. 

We have had discussions about types of Prayer, 

Fasting and 

Almsgiving. 

As a whole 

group, we 

have decided 

that for 

Almsgiving 

we are going 

to hold a 

bake sale to 

raise money 

for Project 

Compassion.  

 

We plan to hold the bake sale starting on 

Wednesday Week 7 (11th of March). As we know 

that there are many children wanting to make 

something for the bake sale, we have decided to 

run the bake sale every Wednesday during week  

9 (4A). This way we believe that there will be less  

wastage and a higher chance that all the bake sale items 

will sell. As a class we will be making jelly slice (3A), Honey 

Joys (3B) and chocolate crackles (4A) 

 

Year 3 & 4 thank you for supporting them 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 


